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Drama Critics Boxscore 


Season of 1940-41 


(June 1, 1940-May 31, 1941) 





Key to abbreviations: SR (shows reviewed), R (right), W (wrong), 


© (no clear opinion expressed), Pct. (percentage). 


as. RW. 8 Pe. 
WATTS (Herald Tribune) ............. 7 ae 57 3 0 .950 
KRONENBERGER (PM) ..........0eeeee 59 55 3 1 932 
CPE «AEOPOOE) crcccscccccccceseene 50 45 5 0 .900 
BAPE TIED bcc ccc ccccaccccse 59 52 5 2 881 
Fey. Gy) 59 51 vf 1 864 
WHIPPLE (World-Telegram) ............ 56 48 8 0 .857 
ANDERSON (Journal-American) ........ 52 44 8 0 846 
RE, I, ea ee pegs onde dadie 51 43 8 0 843 
PETE CUNOUED 6v6.650 5s 0 600%0 40 eee . 59 46 13 0 .780 
WEEE COOTIDMIBE) cdccccecesdsccccces 61 57 4 0 934 


(Score based on 61 new shows) 








Watts Tops N.Y. Critics in Variety's 


Boxscore; Kronenberger, Coleman 2-3 


+. 


Richard Watts, Jr., tagged home | 


plate the winner in VaRIety’s 1940-41 
boxscore of how accurately the New 
York critics called ‘success’ or ‘flop’ 
on the season’s Broadway legit en- 
tries. The Herald Tribune’s reformed 
film seer at the same time hung up 
a couple of other records: He’s the 
initial HT drama critic: to get the 
nod from VARIETYy’s mathematician 
and, at the same time, is credited 
with the highest percentage any re- 
viewer has chalked up since this 
paper started rating the dailies’ 
0.0.ers back in 1923-24. 

Coming up with .950, based on call- 
ing 57 shows correctly out of a total 
of 60 reviewed by him, Watts re- 
places Richard Lockridge (Sun), last 
year’s winner with .890, as the crit- 
ics’ ghamp. That Watts’ win is no 
fluke is shown by the fact that he 
was leading at the half-way mark 


Also Lays B’way | 


with an even better percentage 
of .976. Last season he finished 
fourth, and the year before that 
Was second. | 
The deuce slot also has a first- 


timer in Louis Kronenberger, of PM, 
whose .932 tally on 55 rights out of 
59 shows caught has been exceeded 
Only once since 1923, by John Mason 
(Continued on page 48) 


Negro Tresiites Jive For 
Carriage Trade Crowd 


At Museum Jam Sesh 





Fearful that the limousine trade 
at the Museum of Modern Art, N.Y., 
isn’t hep to jive and its lingo, pro- 
ducer Louise Crane has hired an ‘in- 
terpreter’ for the ‘Concert Swing 
sesh of her ‘Coffee Concert’ ‘series 
tonight (Wednesday). Translator to 
the longhairs will be Buddy Bowser, 
Negro m.c. and baton waver. 

On the stanza tonight will be Billie 
Holiday, Palmer Bros. quartet, Zutty 
Singleton trio and a six-man hot 
outfit. Bowser will do his stuff be- 
tween takes and will include a lexi- 
con of terms. 





Lee Shubert’s Nags 


Lee Shubert has taken to play- 
ing the races, making small bets 
on as many as five horses in one 
race. When first starting he lost 
every bet for a couple of days 
straight, then called in his book- 


maker and warned him: 
‘If you don’t do any better 
than this IT’ll give you two 


weeks’ notice!’ 


Wall St.’s Omelet 








Spending Low 


Wall Street has been laying an- 
other egg for some time now and 
Broadway legits, which usually re- 
flect the trend of business in the 


stock market, are tasting a very dour 
omelet. When the market soars legit 
attendance follows suit, and 
versely when there is a bear market 
Broadway b.o.’s sag, ticket agencies 
and the class niteries particularly 
being socked. 

Theatre patronage from Wall 
Street has been on the downgrade 


(Continued on page 55) 


Morros’ ‘Lucky 7’? 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Boris Morros will produce ‘Tale of 
Manhattan’ for Paramount release. 
Picture is in seven episodes and 
will have as many directors. Treat- 
ment is similar to that by Par of ‘Tf 








_I Had a Million,’ on which 10 direc- 
‘tors were used. 


cone- | 





THE FILM FANS 


| 
aR] | 
Exhibitors Allying with Dis- | 
tribs and Studios in a Na-| 
tional Push to Do Some-| 
thing About Resuscitating | 
the Dwindling Motion Pic- | 
ture Boxoffice 





SKOURAS LEADS 


—— } 
By JOHN C. FLINN 
An aroused and fighting film in- 
dustry, awakened to do showman- 
|ship battle for a renaissance of en- 
thusiastic public patronage at thea- 
tres, ig the substance of a suggestion 
tossed into the laps of affiliated and 
major independent circuit operators | 
at a closed meeting of exhibitor | 
(Continued on page 22) 


‘SLANDER NEVER 
HURT ANYBODY’ 


— 











Boston, June 3. 
Radio slander can continue un- 
abated during political campaigns 
since the State Senate by a rising 
vote of 7 to 16 refused to approve a 
bill imposing penalties for this type 


of libel. The bill was previously 
passed by the House of Represent- 
atives. 

Senator J. Blanchard, of Cam- 


bridge, opposed the bill, declaring 
that ‘slander never injured anyone 
The purpose of the bill is to protect 
sissiés. I would advise men to keep 
out of ! 
prepared to take it 


eta ] “7 y 
public life unless they are 


Every-Act-a-Headline 
With Stoki the Hokey 
Drum-Major of Symph 


Detroit, June 3. 

That Leopold Stokowski tempera- 
ment left a bad taste in these parts. 
Evidently miffed because the locals 
got crossed up on daylight saving 
time (not here) and failed to meet 
him, Stokowski eased quietly into 
the Hotel Book-Cadillac. After he 
was in, the reception committee 
gathered. 

Out in the street, the ROTC band 
of Bedford High school went through 
its repertoire of Sousa twice, until 
all the kids were winded with an 
hour’s playing. Then word came out 
the Great Man was inside. The kids 
hit it up again. Word came out Sto- 
kowski was shaving. The band 
played on. Word came out he was 
i (Continued on page 55) 


CTARC TI) MEET Scarcity of Marquee Stars Holding 


Back 20-26 Top Pix From Production 





Flash! 





Boston, June 8. 
Will Bradley seeks a boogie- 
woogie tune to fit a title sug- 
gested to him: 
‘Fry Me Oscar, but Not at the 
Waldorf,’ 





en it 





Cobina-Brenda 


Unlady-Like’, Off 


Air Next Season 





The Cobina - Brenda characters 
won’t be on Bob Hope’s program 
(Pepsodent) next season. The pro- 
ducers have been gradually easing 
out the femmes for the past sev- 
eral months, using them but four 
times in the last 10 programs. Ac- 
count began to sour on the charac- 
terizations, as done by Elvina All- 
man and Blanche Stewart, mid 
winter when letters poured in com- 
plaining about the roughness of the 
material assigned the pair. 

Miss Allman (Cobina) will remain 
with the show next season for stooge 
bits, the capacity she filled before 
the C-B characters were created. 


in 


Doug., Jr., Goodwill Tour 
Of So. America Rated 


Success Despite Nazis 


Buenos Aires, June 3 
With only the Nazi press le 
a few eadlt al KDats a 
oO the F jurth Fk tate Oo yO 
bt vith both hands, the White 
H ¢ essed South America 
A of D ] 1a F; ) I J 
r r r a sn cee 


not only by film industry but by the 
(Continued on page 45) 


HEARST SCORES IN 
$500,000 LIBEL SUIT 


William Randolph Hearst and 
King Features Syndicate, Inc., won 
an important point in N. Y. supreme 





court when Justice Bernard L. 
Shientag ruled that Friday, Inc., 
had libeled the plaintiffs, and de- 


nied the defendant’s plea to dismiss 
a $500,000 suit against it. The dis- 
puted article appeared Jan. 1, 1941, 
in an issue of ‘Unbelievable’, pub- 
lished by Friday. 

The article accused Hearst of be- 
ing the head of Nazism in America 
and printed pictures of the publish- 
er and Josef Goebbels. 


+ 
» ¥ 
} 





| dates 


| president of RKO, who 


There are 20 to 26 first-class film 
scripts ready for production in the 
various major studios in Hollywood 
that are being kept from starting 
because of the scarcity of 
‘name’ players. George J. Schaefer, 
is in New 
York after an extended stay at the 
company’s studio, says that the Hol- 
lywood casting problem is a far 
greater complexity than can be 
solved by the production organiza- 
tions, or the players themselves, It 
is something, he said, that must be 
understood and grappled with by the 
industry at large, by exhibitors as 
well as producers. 

It is the public that nominates its 
favorites, Schaefer declared, and the 
public must be given wider choice 
of personalities than present exhibi- 
tion conditions permit. Even if ex- 
perimentation should result in iso- 
lated instances of boxoffice disap- 
paintments, the industry would do 
well to face the situation by 
united effort exert every promo- 
tional force to create for itself many 
additional star names. 

Status of the _ topflight, 

(Continued on page 22) 


Gertie Lawrence's $4,300 
Wkly. Best on B’way Since 
Marilyn Miller in ‘Sunny’ 


and 


higher- 


Largest earnings by an actre 
e legit field in recent years is 


in 


th be- 


ing drawn by Gertrude Lawrence, 
starring in ‘Lady in the Dark,’ at 
the Alvin, N. Y. Salary and per- 
centage arrangement pertaining to 
her appearance in the musical play 
give her a salary check of slightly 
more than $4,300 weekly Under- 
i that no actress ha approached 

re ince the tardom of 

| Miller, also on a percentage 
accredited with gettiag 

$5,000 per week at the time she ap- 


(Contin 


ied on page 48) 


SEX SIDESHOWS NEAR 
FT. DIX GET THE SCRAM 


Fort Dix. N. J., June 3. 


Although they were off the Army 
reservation here, Fort Dix officers 
managed to put the kibosh on three 
femme sideshows playing with the 
World's Fair carney. Entrance to the 
Sam Perell-operated pitch, which 
made a stand here all last week, was 
about 50 feet from the border of the 





Dix reservation. 
Shows which the Army complained 
of were ‘Garden of Eden,’ ‘China- 


town’ (‘Sex Maniacs,’ ‘White Slavery 
Exposed,’ etc.) and ‘Chez Paree’ 
(bubble, rhythm, etc., dancers). Lid 
was put on them the second night 
and military police were stationed in 
front of each tent to guarantee that 
they wouldn’t reopen 
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LaGuardia Field Newsmen Easily 


Sift Censorship 


By GEORGE FROST 

With a mild form of press cen- 
sorship in effect at the International 
Marine Terminal, at New York’s La- 
Guardia Field, the President’s emer- 
gency proclamation made itself felt 
in the Fourth Estate’s ranks this 
week, although actually the ‘censor- 
ship’ was. quickly penetrated by 
airport reporters. 

Pan-American Airways, operators 
of the 42-ton flying boats that ply 
the skyways between LaGuardia- 
ville and Lisbon, without official ex- 
planation ceased _ including the 
names of army, navy and marine 
officers on the passenger lists re- 
leased by their public relations 
unit to the press. Careful repor- 





of Passenger Lists 


B’WAY LEAFLET BLITZ 


U.S.0. Heralds Keynotes War Nerves 
Status in Gotham Today 








Effect of the war on Broadway 
nerves was seen Monday (2) when a 
trio of Navy bombers made a noon- 
day handbill ‘raid’ on Manhattan. 
Similar leaflets tossed out of a plane 
a couple of years ago would have 
been sneered off as ‘advertising’ and 
wouldn’t have created a flicker. On 
Monday they caused all sorts of 
melees as pedestrians dashed out into 
traffic and bumped heads in their 
efforts to lay hands on one of the 
bills. 

Actually, the circulars, shaped like 


torial effort paid dividends when | @at pombs, announced the start of 
the news. chasers checked the pas- \the drive for $10,000,000 by the 


sengers boarding the outbound Clip- 
pers and found that the actual num- 
ber of travelers exceeded the figures 
given to them. 

Putting the pinch on ‘reliable in- 
formants’ and ‘usually accurate 
sources,’ the Front Pagers have been 
piercing the PAA practice and ob- 
taining the names and connections 
of the departing war observers. The 
‘censorship’ appears to be as inane 
as it sounds for not since the war 
infected the world have the news- 
men used more than an inconspicu- 
ous line or two concerning the ob- 
servers unless they were in the top 
flight and authorized the use of 
statements. 

Arrivals and departures of head- 

(Continued on page 22) 


STOWE’S WAR COMMENT 
ON TWO 20TH SHORTS 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Leland Stowe, war correspondent, 
was signed by 20th-Fox to make two 
shorts dealing with conditions on the 
battle fronts in Africa and the Near 
East. 

Pictures are ‘Empire in Exile’ and 
*Anzacs in Action.’ 











College Hop Up for Pic 


Detroit, June 3. 

Guest at the University of Michi- 
gan Senior Ball will be Anita Louise, 
picture player. 

It will form a direct tieup with 
Tom Harmon, all-American halfback 
from the school, since Miss Louise is 
reported to be his leading Iady when 
he makes a picture this summer for 
Columbia. 





MADELEINE’S ‘PLANS’ 
Holiywood, June 3. 
Madeleine Carroll becomes a glam- 
orous spy in ‘The Lady Has Plans’ 
at Paramount. 
Picture is to. follow her co-starrer 
with Bob Hope in ‘Her Perfect Mate.’ 


| United Service Organizations, Army- 
| Navy welfare group. 





‘Sez DeMille, Hemingway 
 Copped His Yarn; Files 
2 Suits for $6,200,000 


Los Angeles, June 3. 

Two piracy suits, demanding dam- 
ages of $6,200,000, were filed here 
by John I. deMontijo against Ernest 
Hemingway, novelist, and Cecil B. 
DeMille, Paramount producer. 
| Plaintiff wants 
‘Hemingway, claiming his play, ‘The 
Rebel, or the Birth of a Revolution,’ 








| 


‘Joan Called by RKO 


Joan Carroll quit ‘Panama Hattie’ 
on Saturday (31) after more than) 
300 performances to return to the, 
Coast for her next assignment at 
RKO. Nine-year-old, who attracted | 





ene 


THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 








One week to go before opening at the Paramount. The reason I'm play. 


| attention in RKO’s ‘Primrose Path,’| ing there is that I'd rather change my audience than change my jokes. 





| 


$5,000,000 from | 


was on leave of absence from the| 
studio for the appearance in the 
B. G. DeSylva show on Broadway. | 

‘Next film is ‘Obliging Young Lady,’ 
which Richard Wallace will direct | 
from the adaptation by Jerry Cady 
of Arthur T. Horman’s original. 








DUSE IS VOTED 


GREATES 
ACTRESS’ 


Eleanora Duse was the greatest 
actress of all time, according to a 
poll of leading actors and actresses 
recently conducted by the N. Y.| 
Daily News. Although many of the | 
49 players answering the query gave 
involved answers, the late Italian 
tragedienne received nine clear se- 
lections as ‘greatest’ and four other | 
mentions as ‘among the greatest.’ 

Sarah Bernhardt got five votes as 
‘greatest?’ and two mentions as 
‘among the greatest.’ Mrs. Fiske re- 
ceived four ‘greatest’ and five ‘among | 
the greatest’ mentions, while Mrs. | 
Siddons had three and three, respec- 
tively. Ethel Barrymore got two 
‘greatest’ votes and four ‘among the 
greatest.’ 

Among the current actresses who 











was used as material for the book, | received one vote as ‘greatest’ and 


‘For Whom the Bell Tolls.’ He asks several as ‘among the greatest’ were line was voted the most likely to recede! 


DeMille and Paramount for $1,200,- Helen Hayes, Katharine Cornell and | 


000, charging that material from , Lynn Fontanne. 


None of these lat- | 


‘The Rebel, etc.,, was used in the ter three named any of each other. 


filming of ‘North West Mounted 
| Police.’ 


Dorothy McGuire Looks 
Set as ‘Claudia’ for Pix 


Dorothy McGuire, who plays the 
title part in ‘Claudia,’ at the Booth, 
N. Y., is understood virtually set to 
repeat the role in David O. Selz- 





nick’s picture version. Robert Ros- | Plies. 


, sen came east to make the test. Pic- 
ture probably will be made during 
the summer of 1942. 


| Question of whether the original 
| company will be sent on tour in the 
‘fall or a second company formed 
for the road is still unsettled. De- 
pends chiefly on how business holds 
up at the Booth over this summer. 


| 


| 
| 





As actually worded, the News’ In- 
quiring Photographer’s (Jimmy Je-| 
mail) question was, ‘Who was—or is— 
the greatest actress of all time? If 
your first choice is neither Ameri- | 
can nor British, who was—or is— | 
the greatest English-speaking ac- 
tress?’ Few of those queried gave 
unequivocal replies. Unlike the 
usual Inquiring Photog quizzes, this 
was devoted 100% to pro actors’ re- 


| 





Three-Way Managerial 


Deal to Star Helen Hayes | 





A three way managerial setup will 
present Helen Hayes next season in 


| Possibility that Miss McGuire might | ‘Candle in the Wind,’ a drama with 


| go on the road in the fall or be go- 


a war background, written by Max- 


| ing to the Coast next summer is the |well Anderson, of the Playwrights 


for the radio version. 


‘main reason she was not considered Co. 


The latter will be associated 
| with the Theatre Guild in the pro- 


Latter starts Friday (6) night as | duction, with Gilbert Miller also in- 


a 15-minute spot on the Kate Smit 


program. Patricia Ryan, previously |. 


identified only with radio, will have 
the title part on the air. 








MORE TEASE THAN STRIP 


By J. P. 


‘I was playing in a little drahma 
called ‘The Gay Nineties,’ demurely 
confesses Gypsy Rose Lee. ‘Sud- 
denly, for no reason at all, a ter- 
rible thing happened—a 
strap broke. Today, Id shrug it 
off, but then I blushed. I blushed 
so hard the other shoulder strap 
broke and suddenly I realized the 
audience was actually enjoying it. 
One less thing led to another and 
s00n I was just standing there, 
blushing all over. Next day we 
changed the name of the show to 
‘The Gay Nighties,” and in a few 
months I had made my first million.’ 

Well, maybe not a million, but 
Gypsy does all right. Brought out to 
Hollywood by 20th Century, the 
studio gave her two G’s a week 
(And I don’t mean strings!’ said 
Gypsy). For the first time Gypsy, 
who had stripped her way up from 
burlesque, was an actress. ‘The kind 
who wears clothes,’ as she proudly 
put it. 

‘Never put off tomorrow what you 
can put off today,’ might well be the 
success secret of Gypsy, who literal- 
ly pulled herself up by her own 
shoulder straps. She has taken off 
her clothes for countless causes, for- 
eign and domestic, including one 
benefit in New York—believe it or 
not—for the blind! Most publicized 
was her strip tease at the Star- 


shoulder 


McEvoy 


Spangled Ball for Britain, in which | 
tinsel stars were bid off her costume, | 


and finally the costume itself went 
Piece by piece to frenzied bid- 
ders, including Raymond (Abe Lin- 
coln) Massey and William Rhine- 
lander Stewart. Stripping for the 
French Relief at the Ritz-Carlton, 
some one started the auction paying 
$50 for Gypsy’s red garter. Her 
bolero went for $50, her hat for $50, 
her beads for $250. At this delicate 
point in the proceedings, Mary Pick- 
ford bid $400 if the deciduous Gypsy 
would stop shedding, but needless to 
say Mary lost and French Relief 
won. 
Started in Vaude at 5 


Gypsy started in vaudeville at five 
as a member of ‘Dainty June and 
Her Twelve Newsboy Songsters’; 
later the act was changed to ‘Rose 
Louise and her Hollywood Blonds.’ 
Rose, always dark, addicted to tea- 
leaf reading and horoscopes, was 
known as ‘Gypsy’ to her childhood 
friends. 


name Hovick (‘my public confused 
it with havoc’) dropped her shoul- 
der straps, dropped her tough-talk- 
ing lingo and became ‘Gypsy Rose 
Lee,’ tall, dark and handsome (5 ft. 


Somewhere along the line | 
she dropped her Norwegian family | 


| 


' 


h terested. 


Miller is associated with the Guild 
in the presentation of Miss Hayes 
and Maurice Evans in ‘Twelfth 
Night,’ now on .tour. Playwrights 


,, and Guild teamed in the production | 
Night,’ 


of ‘There’ Shall 
starring the Lunts. 


Be No 





ECHO OF OTTO KAHN LOAN 


Olin Downes’ Suit Against Wythe 
Williams Dates Back to 1931 








A suit by Olin Downes, music edi- 
tor of the N. Y. Times, against 
Wythe Williams for $4,000, was re- 
vealed Monday (2) in N. Y. supreme 
court when Downes applied to ex- 
amine Williams before trial. Ap- 
plication will be argued on June 6. 

Downes claims he and Williams 
borrowed $5,000 jointly from Otto 
Kahn, deceased chairman 


1931. Of the amount received 


Downes got $1,000, Williams the bal- | 


ance, it is claimed. Williams refused 


to pay and Downes was forced to | 
Williams, in | 


pay the entire amount. 
his answer, admits borrowing the 
money, but denies receiving $4,000 
for his own use. 





Lamour’s 6th Yr. at Par 





of the| 
board of the Metropolitan Opera Co. | 
in June, 1930, to be re-paid Dee. 31, | 


And am I nervous. Just found out that the first three rows have been 
reserved by the ‘Knife Throwers of Broadway.’ 

Having Coca-Cola machine installed in mypedressing room so the visitors 
can help me pay my valet’s salary. 

I've asked for a room that’s so soundproof, nobody in the theatre can 
hear me rehearse my ad-libs! 

Sudden thought: Have a contract with 20th Century-Fox. Am going 
to play the Paramount. And the week I’m there I hope I have Universa] 
appeal. (R-K-OH!) 

Broadway Department: 

New ASCAP theme song: ‘The Feeling Is ‘Mutual’!’ 

Leo Lindy’s wife is planning a trip to Hollywood. She just bought her- 
self a pair of silver-fox slacks! 

Saw Broadway Rose on the Atlantic City boardwalk. 
in a roller-chair,.she was being wheeled in a pushcart. 

Ben Marden is certainly doing his share for National Defense. He’s 
leaving the roof and windows open at the Riviera so the boys on the bat- 
tleships in the Hudson can listen to the music. 

Sign on Broadway cafe: ‘Our steaks look good because we cook them 
in Sun-tan oil!’ 


Instead of riding 


Holly woodiana 
News Flash! Hollywood Park racetrack opens! 6,000 Bank Accounts 
Close! 
Horrors! John Barrymore made an awful mistake the other day. He 


walked into a lacquer store! 

They’re thinking of making a sequel to Paramount’s ‘I Wanted Wings,’ 
called ‘I Wanted Rings’ and will star Peggy Hopkins Joyce. 

Jimmy Stewart wires that he just found out what an Army Hostess is— 
a girl who defends herself with a bayonet. 

The California Fruit Packers are now putting pictures of movie stars on 
Oranges. Can you imagine a henpecked husband squeezing Lana Turner 
in the kitchen? ‘ 

Music Department 

Do you think BMI songs will bring back Ouija boards? 

Skinnay Ennis doesn’t have to worry about getting into his house. If 
he hasn't got a key, he just slides himself under the door. 

Russ Morgan’s hand has a new theme song, ‘By a Waterfall.’ And they're 
going to play it one drip at a time. 

Radio Department 

Heard a band on the air that was so off-key, the leader is now receiv- 
ing fan mail from locksmiths! 

Am I happy! Just bought a radio with a guarantee that I can’t get 
‘Intermezzo’ on it! 

Success story: When Jack Benny went to school in Waukegan, his hair- 
(And it did!) 

Hangnail Descriptions 

Philadelphia Nationals: Nine Sleepy People....Club 18: Loon-town.... 
Orson Welles: The Great ‘I’....Jock Whitney: Meet John Dough....W. C. 
Fields: I'll Be With You in Apple Brandy Time. 

Observation Department 

I know a Hollywood actor who’s so exclusive he has an unlisted wife. 

Just found out what a rumble seat is—a concentration camp for rela- 
tives. 

Eavesdropped at Stork: ‘She stepped out of my dream and tripped over 
my wife!’ 

Eavesdropped at Famous Door: ‘He’s so worthless, he doesn’t even have 
a nuisance value!’ 

Eavesdropped at Versailles: ‘She was his pest, present and future’ 


| Joe Frisco claims to be the only one in Hollywood who has 12 options 


and no contracts ’ 
Whatever Became of????? 

Kitamura’s Japs 

The Musical Johnstons 

Reilly & Comfort 
Afterpiece 

In Hollywood, there’s usually no truth to the rumor; only rumor of the 

truth. 


Dietz Lines 


Hooper & Gatchett 
Rice & Prevost 
The Water Melon Girls 





Up T exaco Bond Stars’ 


Oil Firm to Pay For Orchestra, Chorus, Time For 
U.S. Treasury Campaign 


+ 


> ri —_—__ 


L. A. to N. Y. | 


Dennis Day. 

Reeves Espy. , 

Mrs. Sylvia Fairbanks. 
Matty Fox. | 

Virginia Gilmore. 
Harlan Hobbs. 





Task of obtaining guest stars for 
the Wednesday night half-hour 
which Texaco turns over to the U. S. 
Treasury Department July 2 has 
been assumed by a committee with 
Howard Dietz, director of advertis- 
ing and publicity for Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer as chairman. It will be 





—_ ee 7 up to this committee to get names 
ponnayA icltameamaae he from pictures, radio and legit to 
Fritz Lang. 


make gratis appearances on the bond 
selling stanza, with Texaco already 
jhaving agreed to signature the chits 
not only for the time but the mis- 
cellaneous talent. Latter will con- 
sist of an orchestra batoned by Al 
|Goodman, a mixed chorus with Ray 
| Bloch as director and whatever ac- 
tors are needed for support in script 


Robert Longnecker. 
S. Barret McCormick. 
Jimmy McHugh. 
Burgess Meredith. 
Anne Nagel. 

Les Peterson. 

Luise Rainer. 

George Seid. 


Norma Shearer. | interludes. 
Murray Silverstone. Columbia’'s contribution to the se- 
Katheryn Trosper. |ries will be the production services 


Marie Valentine. ,of Earl McGill. 


obe enchiey,. Selwyn’s B’way Play 


Ronald Colman. 
Hollywood, June 3. 





Clancy Cooper. 


Pat Casey. Edgar Selwyn signed Heather 
Danny Danker. Angel for one of the lead roles in 
Benita Hume. his forthcoming legit production, 


Richard Krakeur. 
Rosemary Lane. 
George McCall. 


“We Fought at Arques,’ by Frederick 
Hazlett Brennan, to open in Boston 
| and later. shiftirfg to Broadway. Wil- 





Hollywood, June 3. 

Before leaving for an Hawaiian va- | 

cation, Dorothy Lamour inked a new 

contract, starting her sixth year on 
the Paramount lot. 

Four pictures await her return. 


, 10), 136 pounds of ‘classy stripper.’ They are ‘The Fleet's In,’ ‘Her Jungle 


_A long apprenticeship 
,(Continued on page 55) 


in smoky, ; Mate,’ ‘Angels in Furs’ and 


} 
! 


‘The 
Road to Morocco.’ 


Murphy McHenry. 
Arthur Murray. 
Mary Pickford. 
Joey Stool. 


SAILING 


May 29 «Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Dorothy Lamour (Lurline). 


frid Lawson and Margot Grahame 
are under consideration as cast top- 
pers. 


Rehearsals start July 18 in Boston. 


ARRIVALS 


Phil Reisman, Maurice Livingston, 
Lacy Kastner. 
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‘Be Grateful —WWRL to Aliens 





As a preface to all its foreign language programs, station WWRL, 


Woodside, N. Y. C., 
ment: 
‘No matter where you hail from, 


last week started airing the following announce- 


you are now an American. Only in 


our beloved United States can you enjoy radio entertainment in your 
own tongue without Government interference. Justify American con- 
fidence in you by thinking, speaking and being a real American.’ 














Buenos Aires Beefs About RKO's 


‘Argentina’ Even 


Buenos Aires, June 3. 

Squawks on RKO'’s ‘They Met in 
Argentina’ have started here even 
before a print has arrived. La 
Razon, important afternoon daily, in 
a story based on a New York Herald 
Tribune review of the film, asks that, 
‘in the interest of good will between 
the Americas, the picture be with- 
held from release.’ 

Herald Trib reported the plot as 
‘fatuous.” Razon columnist declares: 
‘That would be neither new nor im- 
portant. The extraordinary thing 
about the case is that, although the 
film was planned, according to an- 
nouncements, as a goodwill builder 
between Argentina and the U. S., it 
seems intended to irritate once more 
our national susceptibility by its 
falseness and willful misleadingness, 
which makes it more fatuous still.’ 

As a matter of fact, the story con- 
tinues, 
film companies deliberately intend to 
annoy a 
pictures sent down for commercial 
reasons. The New York Herald Tri- 
bune comments: ‘It would not be sur- 
prising that the Argentine people 
will be indignant and insulted when 
they see ‘They Met in Argentina.’ It 
is, in fact, insulting to us in the 
United States. And even so, it is 
supposed that this film will come to 

(Continued on page 54) 


MERCHANT OF VENUSES | 
INCORPORATES FOR 506 


Albany, June 3. 

John -Powers, model agency head, 
whose exploits are to be filmed by 
Warner Bros., has organized a new 
corporation to handle the motion pic- 
ture aspect of his biz. It’s labeled 
John Robert Powers Attractions, 
Inc. 

Its authorized capital, 
the sum WB is said to have paid 
Powers for rights to 
Powers, his wife, Alice Burton Pow- 
ers, and his attorney, Gordon S. P. 
Kleeberg, are the directors of the 
new corporation. 


Reisman Back From S.A.; 
Hudding With Whitney 








$50,000, is 





Phil Reisman, vice-president and 
foreign sales chief for RKO, who 
returned from a business trip to 
South America, Monday (2), will 
confer with John Hay Whitney, 
chairman of the film group of the 
Rockefeller goodwill committee, some 
time this week regarding latest de- 


velopments in the Latin-Americas. 
Instead of a written summary, Reis- 
man plans to talk over accomplish- 
ments for the film business gen- 
erally in developing the ‘good- 
neighbor’ feeling in countries south 
of the border. He previously had 
mailed Whitney a fairly compre- 
hensive summary of conditions 
the countries which he visited. 
Reisman would offer no further 
comment to Variety on the Latin- 
American situation other than that 
things looked better for welding 
hemispheric solidarity. 
Reisman plans_ to 
Whitney when he goes 
America early in July. 
foreign chief will 


accompany 
to South 
The RKO 
go to Rio de 


Janeiro to attend the company’s an-| 


nual South American sales conven- 
tion to be held next month, 
date not being set so far. 


‘it is difficult to believe that | 


neighboring country with | 


in 


definite | 


Before Pic Arrives 





7’ 
+ 


Pampas Poison 





Buenos Aires, June 3. 

Pepe Arias, No. 1 Argentine 
comic, currently turning the 
tables on U. S. film makers who 
Show gauchos in trick outfits, 
sports this gesture: 

Tigerskin cap; green and 
white spotted tie; 34 length 
Hollywood wrap around coat; 
black and white sport shoes; one 
hand constantly in the pocket. 

This, he explains, to audiences 
at his revue, ‘Okey Mister Pepe,’ 
is what the hombres up in Yan- 
quiland are wearing. Stunt 
draws a great laugh. 


DEMILLE SHIFTS SLATE 
AS GOODWILL ASSIST 


Hollywood, June 8. 
Cecil B. DeMille is shifting his 
production program at Paramount to 














sina 





LATIN-AMERICAN 


‘GOODWILL’ A HOT POTATO 





HEADACHE 10 PIX 


Entirely New Approach May 


! 
| 
| 


Have to Be Worked—Our 


‘Good Neighbor’ 
of South America Fraught 
With Super-Sensitivities 





MASTERMINDING 


The Latin-American goodwill move- 
ment has become such a ‘hot potato’ 


| that a new approach to the entire 
subject of Pan-American good neigh- | 
,borliness may have to be drafted 


| shortly. 


That is the reaction of nu- 


Wooing 


| 
} 


merous foreign department officials | 


following the usual twice-per-month 
huddle at the Hays office last week. 


| Besides a representative for John 


| sion 


Hay Whitney, head of the film divi- 
for promoting hemispheric 
goodwill, the major company for- 


'eign chiefs listened to Clay Hake, 


help the national program of good } 


will between this country and the 
At the in- 
stance of the Council of National De- 
fense, DeMille is deferring start of 
his ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls,’ and is 


| posing ahead plans for 
‘Rurales,’ which deals 
Mexico. 


| Pan-American republics. 


filming of 
with life mi 


Moveup of ‘Rurales’ was the result 
of a suggestion by John Hay Whit- 
ney, 


Cultural Relations between the 
American Republics, motion picture 
section, Council of National De- 
fense. 


It All Comes Under Head 
| Of Good-Neighbor Spirit 


the subject. | 


Mexico City, June 3. 

The National University of Mexico, 
North America’s oldest seat of learn- 
ing, functioning continuously since 
| 1553, meant well when it presented 
| a musicfest in honor of all the Latin 
| American countries, but it got into 
a bad jam as a result. 


The fiesta consisted of displaying 
the flag of each country and the 
rendition by the college orchestra 
of the national anthem or hymn of 
the respective land. All went well 
until it came Nicaragua’s turn. The 
flag was okay, but the musicians 
didn’t know the Nicaraguan national 
anthem. So they played something 
that sounded like a mixture of swing 
and rhumba. The Nicaraguans pres- 


in a rage and pro- 
University 


ent stamped out 
tested to their legation. 


authorities partially pacified the 
Nicaraguans by making profuse 


apologies. 


Leonard and Shackleton 





Fort Dix, N. J., June 3. 

Jack Leonard, former’ vocalist 
with Tommy Dorsey’s crew, who’s 
among the selectees here, has been 
enlisted to entertain the lads in the 
| reception area. 

Bob Shackleton, who has been in 
charge of the reception area’s night- 
ly entertainment since the army got 
him months ago, has been upped 
!a corporal. Shackleton was 
warbler in ‘Very Warm for May’ 
‘and other Broadway shows. 


Still Sing—for the ‘Boys’ 


| 
Coordinator of Commercial and 


20th-Fox Australian chief recently 
arrived from Sydney, and John Na- 
than, Paramount’s manager in Ar- 
gentina. 


Restrictions of all sorts in nearly 
every Latin-American country, 
threat of worse restrictions and addi- 
tional taxes were discussed along 
with developments on the good- 
neighbor front. Foreign sales chiefs 
were told that many Latin-American 
nations claim that the trade position 
in their countries is forcing them to 
adopt additional restrictions. Be- 
sides the additional tax threat in 
Brazil and Argentine, foreign man- 
agers also were advised of a similar 
trend in Australia. 

The super - sensitivities 


of the 


(Continued on page 15) 


EZRA STONE 
KEEPS ROLE 
IN ARMY 


should 





Even Ezra Stone be in- 


, ducted into the army in July he will 


| for 


continue to play the name role in 


‘The Aldrich Family’ (General 
Foods ) Account and agency 
Young & Rubicam, had considered 


having him do the show from camp, 
but this idea has been abandoned fo! 
another. He would either come to 
New York for the weekly event by 
special arrangement with the camp 
authorities or would be assigned to 
duty in New York so that the week- 
ly trip wouldn’t be necessary 
Agency had been holding audit 
a Stone 


ions 


substitute. 


,est source of education 
! lauded 


Paul Lukas, Gertrude Lawrence 1-2 


In N.Y. Critics’ Poll on ‘Best Acting’ 





_ 
A Daiquiri Salute Paul Lukas, in ‘Watch on the 
Rhine,’ has been selected by the 
a drama critics of the New York 
Havana, June 3. dailies as giving the best perform- 
Havana Rotary Club today fance of the Broadway season just 
(Tuesday) staged a _ special felosed He received 


luncheon to present Paramount 
a trophy for the ‘delicate super- 


the highest 
possible number of votes—nine. 
Gertrude Lawrence was runner- 





vision’ done on ‘The Ghost 
Breakers.’ Trophy goes to the 
Hollywood Rotary Club for for- 
mal presentation to Par. 
Trophy was awarded for the 
commendable job of self-censor- 
ing by the Par foreign censor- 
ship division on the picture, be- 
ing deemed especially note- 
worthy in that it handled all 
Latin-American angles without 
offending anybody in the Latin- 
Americas. High praise came be- 
cause the subject matter could 
well have gone askew, but was 
treated so that the central plot 
was not marred or the boxoffice 
value of the film slowed down. 


BRAZILIAN EDUCATOR’S | 
KUDOS TO H’WOOD PIX. 


| 
Hollywood, June 3. | 
Perdo Calmon, Brazilian edu- | 
and member 




















Dr. 
cator of that country’s | 
committee for the betterment of re- | 
between the Americas, de-| 
clared Hollywood's pictures | 
the best the world has ever 


lations 
motion 
seen, | 
and urged their use as a medium to 
create a stronger bond between 
Brazil and the United States. | 
Declaration was made at a lunch- 
the RKO- commissary 
which J. R. McDonough presided 
in the absence of prexy George J. 
Schaefer. Most Rev. John J. Cant- 
well, Archbishop of Los Angeles, in | 
an answering speech, asserted ‘the | 
motion picture industry is the great- | 
today,’ and 
the efforts of Hollywood's 
film makers in support of the Good | 


eon in over | 


Neighbor policy. 

Among the guests were Joe 
Breen, Rene G. La Vaux, Carmen 
Miranda, Lupe Velez, Gloria Lynch, 
Esther Fernandez, Michele Morgan, 
Signe Hasso, Alberto Vila, Gloria 
Swanson, Adolphe Menjou, Anne 
Shirley, Ben Piazza, Perry Lieber, 


Kenneth Thomson and a number 
civic leaders. 


of 


WARING’S ‘DEFENSE’ THEME 
Fred Waring has made a recording 


for the Treasury Department of 
‘Dollars for Defense,’ a special song | 
by Alan Kent and Austen Croom- 


Johnson to plug the sale of defense 

bonds. 
Copies 

will be 


of the one-minute platter 
sent to 800 radio stations for 
; use 


grat 
grati 


Danny Kaye Balks at CBS Shifting Him 
To MCA; Morris Agcy. Setting Pic Deal 


Moot 
Federation of Radio 
American Guild of Variety 
and others, whether actors 
sold by one talent agency 
other, like chattel, is being 
marily protested by Danny 
for one, in no uncertain terms. He's 
taking his ,representation to the 
William Morris agency on a pro- 
posed picture deal with Sam Gold- 
wyn. Latter arrived last Tuesday 
(27) from the Coast expressly to 
catch the comedian on his closing 
night at La Martinique, New York 
nitery. They're still talking details. 

Kaye*is being handled by Jack 
Bertelli of CBS Artists Bureau for 
cafes, etc., but William Morris, Jr., 
interested Goldwyn in Kaye for pic- 


(Continued on prge 40) 


the American 
Artists, the 
Artists 
can be 
to an- 
sum- 


Kaye, 


gi uestion by 





WB LINES UP TYROS 
FOR SUMMER TRAINING 


Hollywood, June 3 

College and high school students 
are being signed to optional acting 
contracts at Warners for the sum- 
mer months, with the idea that they 
may show enough talent to be uti- 
lized after graduation. System gives 
the youngsters an opportunity to 


learn the rudiments of the film busi- 
ness without interfering with their 
scholastic work. 
First to make her debut under the 
new Burbank system is Barbara 
Barton, a junior at Christian Col- | 
lege, Columbia, Mo., who arrived 
yesterday (Mon.) for a screen test. 


i July 31 


||| Published Weekly by VARIETY, 


up in the balloting, getting eight 


| votes for her performance in ‘Lady 


in the Dark.’ 

Other players who received nu- 
merous mentions included Ethel 
Barrymore (‘Corn Is Green’), Dor- 
othy McGuire (‘Claudia’) and Jose- 
phine Hull (‘Arsenic and Old Lace’), 
with seven votes each. 

Canada Lee 


(Native Son’) was 
next with six ballots, with Jane 
Cowl COld Acquaintance’), Kath- 


arine Cornell (‘Doctor’s Dilemma’) 
and Jose Ferrer (‘Charley's Aunt’) 
following with four votes apiece. 
Peggy Wood (Old Acquaintance’) 
and Eleanora Mendelssohn (‘Flight 
to the West’) drew three each. 
Those getting two votes apiece 
were Richard Waring and Thelma 
Schnee (‘Corn Is Green’), Philip 
Merivale (‘Talley Method’), Eugene 
Loring (Beautiful People’), Shirley 
(Continued on page 52) 


AHERNE’S MUSICAL 
READINGS IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, June 3. 
Screen actor Brian Aherne will 
give a program of Shakespearean 
readings with a symphonic back- 
ground at the Robin Hood Dell on 
backed by the Philadelphia 
; Orchestra, batoned by guest conduc- 





| tor Pierre Monteux. 
Ahearne was inked for this stint 
when John Barrymore, originally 


engaged, asked to cantel because of 
picture commitments. In addition to 
Shakespeare, Aherne will read Poe’s 
‘Raven’ with a musical setting by 
Arcady Dubensky, and ‘Peter and 
the Wolf,’ a musical drama by Serge 


| Prokofieff. 


The musical readings are a new 
twist in Robin Hood Dell programs. 
They get under way June 19 extend- 
ing through Aug. 8. 
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O'Connor Named a Universal V.P. 
Fred Meyers New Eastern Sales Mgr. 








Both Joh J. O'Connor, who re- Selwyn Hurries to Get 


signed as general manager of RKO 


Theatres, and Fred Meyers, who ~~ ‘Eight Girls’ Into Work 
signed as marager of RKO Film|] Ree 

Booking Corp., at 
about a month ago, joined Universal | 
in executive capacities yesterday | 
(Tuesday), action on their long- 
term pacts being taken at the di- legit show, ‘We Fought at Arques; 
rectors’ meeting. O’Connor becomes | ined tor i aan ta Desken 
vice-president and executive assist- | 


ant to Nate Blumberg, president of ‘before it shifts to New York. 
U. while Meyers becomes eastern; Selwyn took Albert Mannheimer 


sales manager of the company. AN-| og the script of ‘Du Barry Was a 
nouncement of appointments was | Tady’ and assigned him to ‘Eight 
made after the directorate session. |Girls’ to get it ready for early pro- 

Blumberg pointed out that the |quction. Producer aims to spend two 


a es ee te ae weeks in the east launching his legit 
i niversal’s ; 

ing closer exhibitor relations. Both play, after —. = paar “4 
he and O'Connor long were identi- | Screen one Ob his own Stage play®, 


fied with the operation of RKO, the — ng wena of Pierre’ on the 
latter moving up to become general ulver City lot. 
manager when Blumberg resigned 


nha ‘Matty Fox, already an ex Pascal Forsakes Shaw 
ecutive assistant to umberg, 1s ex- "a ‘ 
For His Next Pic Which 


pected to be called to the colors in 
Wiil Be Made in Canada 


a couple of months. 
Gabriel Pascal’s next film will not 


William A. Scully, general sales 
manager, announced a sweeping re- 

be a George Bernard Shaw story, 
but a yarn by a popular American 


alignment of the company’s execu- 
short-story writer, the producer re- 


tive sales setup in connection with 

the selection of Meyers as eastern 

sales manager. Meyers will be in 

charge of the territory covering 
Boston, New Haven, Buffalo, New vealed in New York on Monday (2). 
York, Philadelphia, Washington, Al- Tale has a Canadian background and 
will be filmed in Canada, production 
McCarthy’s Post to start in about eight weeks, Pas- 

F. J. H. McCarthy, former eastern | cal said. 

sales chief, moves over to the newly| In the meantime, the producer, 
created position of southern and/ who has exclusive rights on the 
Canadian sales manager. He will! flming of Shaw’s plays, will fly to 
have charge of the following| England at the end of June for a 
branches: Atlanta, Charlotte, Dallas, | chort huddle with the octogenarian 
New Orleans, Oklahoma City, Mem- | writer whose ‘Pygmalion’ and ‘Major 


the same time | 


‘Eight Girls and a Horse’ hops into 
the saddle at Metro before Edgar 














phis, Cincinnati, Indianapolis and | Barbara’ he has already lensed. 
St. Louis besides the Canadian e 3 a? 
offices, which include Calgary, | Pascal will use the National 


‘Screen Association Studios in Mon- 
esuver and Winnine | treal. These are backed by the 
e Pes. | Canadian Pacific Railroad, but Pas- 


William J. Heineman, until now | ¢a] emphasized that that company 
western sales manager, is made as-} wij] take no part in financing his 


sistant general sales manager and production. He said that the Ra- 
aide to Scully. A new man will be | yeny Studio in Toronto, which he 
named to fill the spot vacated by | originally thought of using when he 
Heineman, covering 
that includes Chicago, Detroit, Mil- 
waukee, Minneapolis, Kans City, 
Omaha, Des Moines, Denver, Salt 


Montreal, St. John, Toronto, Van- 


v.p. Harry Buckley last week, was 
now an ice hockey rink and not 











‘ serviceable. 
Lake City, Los Angeles, Portland, P 1 id the C di d 
Seattle and San Francisco branches. aces oe . ae prone 
other appointments and advances | ha ; 
necessitated by the new sales re- | there for 1941-42 release by UA and 
will personally produce and direct 
‘ two. His second picture, he declared, 
Court Orders RKO ability ‘The Millionairess.’ ~ He in- 
‘ ; “ é tends alternating one Shaw and one 
evels Suit to rial other yarn in future production. 
; . | cooperation with the Dominion gov- 
Jesse Solomon’s suit against RKO | mitt tc Pascal disclosed, and evil 
Judge Samuel Mandelbaum in N. Y. most of it in th son’s B ss 
federal court ruled Thursday (29), | “ ee ee ee Oe 
holding that ‘sufficient similarity ex- | ble s d : 5 
isted between the disputed scripts’ rae fe mednguye smqncerb pele miguel 


Also stated. that there would be tion arrangement was a permanent 
alignment. | three a year after that, of which he 
will be a Shaw story, in all prob- 

First Canadian story was chosen in 

Radio Pictures, Inc., must go to trial, | he gflmed about 50% on location 
| try. Producer will take special port- 

; that purpose. Otherwise the studio 


to warrant .a trial of the issues. | j, equipped to handle the production. 
Plaintiff seeks an injunction, ac- Robert Newton, who plays in ‘Major 
counting of profits and damages , ne 


: > : ; , | Barbara,’ will be brought over from 

against ‘Radio City Revels. 'England for the initial film, which 
Solomon claims the RKO picture | will be completed around October, 

was based on his play, ‘It Goes! Pascal said. 

Through Here,’ submitted to and re- 

jected by the film company. 








| 

2 Femme Leads in ‘Fast’ 

Metro’s Abbott-Costello | Hollywood, June 3. 
Alan Curtis has two romantic 


Dicker for ‘Rio’ Remake femmes to juggle in his top male 

Hollywood, June 3. role at 20th-Fox in ‘We Go Fast.’ 

Metro has negotiated a deal to} Gals signed for the competing parts 

borrow Bud Abbott and Lou Cos- | 27@ Cobina Wright, Jr. and Sheila 
tello from Universal on a pact which | Ryan. ‘ 
may cail for one picture annually for | Director - 

three years, | Starting June 9. 


William McGann 


Hollywood, June 3. | 


Selwyn moves eastward to put on his | 


the territory | visited Canada with United Artists | 


one. He intends to make two pix! 


DRAFT CALLS RAISING 
| ANTE FOR TOP LENSERS 


Hollywood, June 3. | 


Heavy production, caused by the | 
consent decree, and a shortage of 
young lensers as result of the na- 
tional defense draft, have boosted | 
the pot for top cameramen in the 
film studios. Employment in that 
department m at pe all-time high, the industry and a voluntary method 
with wages rising accordingly. | of censoring pictures at the source, 

Warners has 71 men, a record are anticipated by the trade with 
number in its camera department, the declaration of the national emer- 
eight being under term contract. gency. 

Metro has 12 contracted lensers, 
Paramount, six contractees and 
others on one or two picture deals, 
and the increase is general in other 





Simplification of the whole na- 
tional defense set-up for the film 
business, establishment of a _ per- 
manent liaison officer representing 


Because of his marked efficiency 
already as coordinator on all U.S. 
defense \pictures, Francis L, Har- 
‘ mon, executive assistant to Will 
studios. |Hays, is expected to become the 

permanent national defense liaison 
executive on a full-time basis. This 
would be possible through granting 


0TH CALLS UP /him a leave of absence from his Mo- 


| ‘tion Picture Producers & Distribu- 





emergency 


tors Assn. duties. 
| PIX IN JUNE With the national 
status declared, the film business ex- 


pects to outline a setup which will 
|'avoid the mistakes made by other 
| nations originally on declaration of 
war, and one that will maintain a 
steady fiow of defense films designed 
to attract attention rather than drive 
people out of theatres. Suggestions 





Hollywood, June 3. 
June production schedule at 20th- 
Fox ealls for the start of eight new 
pictures, beginning yesterday (Mon.) | 
| with “Marry the Boss’ Daughter. from the industry will be to leave 


‘How Green Was My Valley,’ the defense motion picture effort 
‘Riders of the Purple Sage,’ ‘Man |argely in film business hands and 
_At Large’ and “We Go Fast’ roll with people aware of entertainment 
| simultaneously June 9; ‘Week End needs in key spots. 








'In Havana’ starts June 16, and ‘Con-, It is likely that the industry will 
firm Or Deny’ and ‘Remember the oo, a realignment for all produc- 
Day,’ June 30. /ers turning out shorts, newsreels 
'and features, following the general 
| ‘pattern employed during World 
ANOTHER 20c DIVVY ON | wart. 

any bottleneck on film releases and 
PARAMOUNT COMMON wasted effort on dull subjects will 
be avoided via the industry’s own 

defense representative. ’ 

£x-officio Army Men 
Simplification process will call for 


| Declaration of another 20c divi- 
dend on the common by Parmount 
directors last week makes a total of 
40c declared on these shares this 
year. If present divvy pace is main- 
, tained, common stockholders would 


men and producers would become 
ex-officio members of the USS. 
. ; . . Army, Navy and Marine Signal 
be in line to recetve as high as 80c Corps. Such men would wear an in- 
per share during 1941. signia, would be able to go into 
Par directorate also declared the camps and look over military ac- 
regular quarterly dividends of 15c; complishments but, at the same 
on the second preferred and $1.50, time, be as responsible for their 
on the first preferred. All distribu- work as any other Signal Corps 
tions will be made July 1 to common man. By giving the producer-cam- 
shareholders of record June 11 and eraman this official status, accred- 
preferred stockholders of record, ited industry producers would be 
June 13. able ‘to photograph material deemed 
Increased payments on the com-' interesting for the average theatre 
mon are making these shares more audience without divulging any se- 
attractive from a dividend stand- | crets of the U.S. military estab- 
point than the second preferred, in- | lishment. 
dicating that the company is seeking, Such a setup would enable news- 
to obtain additional conversions of reel and _ shorts 
stock into commor shares. Latest pick up timely items without tip- 
declaration shows 40c paid on the ping off any secrets. Where certain 
common and 60c on the second pre- topics, culled from intensified cam- 
ferred thus far this year. era tours, were deemed unsuited for 


Because the company claimed general theatre audiences, the clips 
about a week ago that there were no could be incorporated into subjects 


Chief difference will be that. 


an arrangement whereby camera- | 


photographers to 


Films’ Closer Ties With US. Defense 
Under the National Emergency 


ED 


vantages in photographing a film 
and make a more thorough censor- 
ship without the present divided 
authority. Strict stipulation that 
cameramen must be USS. citizens 
and that censorship of material wil] 
be made even before it goes to any 
commercial lab is regarded as mak- 
ing the new arrangement airtight 
against possible leakage of military 
information. 


4 PRODUCERS PLEDGE 
ROOSEVELT SUPPORT 


Hollywood, June 3. 

The motion picture industry has 
pledged its full support and coopera- 
tion to President Roosevelt during 
the national emergency. A few min- 
utes after the President had de- 
clared a state of national emergency 
‘in his fireside chat, Y. Frank Free- 
man, president of the Producers’ As- 
| sociation, issued the following state- 
| ment: 


‘The motion picture defense pro- 
; duction committee, composed of rep- 
resentatives of the three great crea- 
tive guilds, the Screen Actors Guild, 
the Screen Writers Guild and the 
Screen Directors Guild, as well as 
the Artists Managers Guild, the As- 
sociation of Motion Picture Produc- 
ers, labor crafts, and other fields of 
film endeavor, reiterates its united 
determination to do everything with- 
in its power, and within the abilities 
of those who work in motion pic- 
tures in Hollywood, to do its part in 
the present national emergency, pro- 
claimed by the President of the 
United States.’ 


Fox Personnel Endorses 


President Roosevelt's national 
| emergency speech met a hearty re- 
| Sponse from 2,000 employes on the 
| 20th-Fox lot, who signed the follow- 
|ing statement, sent to the White 
| House: 

| ‘We believe that great leadership 
| has once more come to America in 
an hour of crisis. We believe that 
the course you have charted is the 
only course consistent with national 
dignity and honor. We believe it is 
the only course which can lead to a 
continuance of freedom. We be- 
lieve in you, Mr. President, and to 
you we herewith give our pledge of 
| loyalty and service, unconditionally 
| and without reserve.’ 

| 

















Interstate’s Ditto 


Galveston, June 3. 
| Holding their biennial convention 
| here, more than 200 managers of the 
Interstate Circuit pledged ‘full co- 
'operation, their lives, fortunes and 


'sacred honor’ to carry out the de- 


new developments on the contem- for showing to different branches of fense program of President Roose- 


plated plan for calling in the first the 
preferred, increased payments on the 
common indicate a move to make 
these shares so attractive that share- 
holders will switch from the pre- 
ferred issues. 
While _income from the theatre Duck Red Tape 
division is lagging as in film houses I king industry «: : 
all over the U. S., Paramount’s cur- ne oe MEY 2OREED, - OX 
rent earnings are reported holding pers part of the Signal Coney dh 
up well as compared with the first ViS!O”: the picture business would be 
quarter. able to obtain mecessary defense 
| items vital in bolstering national 
unity with the minimum of delay or 
i S * brasshat censorship. But, at the 
ogan Wings to Darmour same time, the new alignment would 
i , make the camera-producers entirely 
| responsible for any. Army, Navy or 
Marine stuff photographed. Further 
safeguard 


service. Also this arrangement 

would loosen up the present clamp- 
down which currently is reported 
thwarting newsreels and shorts pro- 
ducers from. obtaining audience 
| material. 








Hollywood, June 3. 

Larry Darmour_ signed James 
Hogan to direct four pictures a year, 
starting in September, when his con- 
tract with Paramount runs out after 
a six-year stay. 

Recently Hogan has been on loan- 
'out from Par to direct the ‘Ellery 
Queen’ features for Darmour’s Co- 
| lumbia release, and will make an- 
i of that series before he starts 
his new contract. 


board to look at original ‘blue’ nega- 
tive before it is sent to any labora- 
tory for development or making du- 
plicate print. 

By establishing this lineup of Sig- 
nal Corps cameramen within the in- 
dustry, the present complaints about 
vague rules of censorship would be 

| eliminated. At present the com- 














Comics swing crosstown after | | plaint of newsreel men is that the 
erg Lae beget xg ory ar a military assumes what they can or 
etro has a remake of ‘Rio Rita’ i _can’t make in the way of defense 
mind for the pal "| Other News Pertaining to Pictures | <s:2°tste"s'%o.%.te' 
nae would be possible to photograph ob- 
; : jects deemed highly confidential be- 
Plenty of Slugs Will Fly : /cause of the double checkup, first 
a I III a Sibi cin so nbbcseatsecneaekerd Page 13 || because of the cameraman’s knowl- 
aaah : ‘ edge that no secrets can be revealed, 
. _ Hollywood, June 3. Kastner on U S pix in Nazi countries.............. Coccccces Page 13 and secondly through the final cen- 
ee ee rN US EN iis nee Goo silov pF usbecebec'yss Gel veuhalaveebeaine Page 37 || soring at the source. 
Cully, | author of ‘The Mark of | AGVA Film business is understood back 
Zorro,’ were bought by Sigmund PASC RESE SER ENa Ee Oe yes a oe od OR REEES Es Moe Ree ie Page 41 of this arrangement because it 
eee for use » his gh Metre, Theatres’ agreement with Teamsters................c0ccceee- Page 41 | would centralize and simplify the 
western series, ‘Frontier arshal,’ | necessary censorship while resulting 
to be made for Producers Releasing Managers-actors accord............ lee aks cae awa oo ++-.-Page 46 | in more intelligent army and navy 
Corp. Season’s film buys of Broadway plays..............eseceeeeee Page 46 || pictures. Also it would duck all 
Top spots in the serial have been Equity P 41 charges of favoritism in getting 
assigned to Tom Tvler and Lee a a ee ee eeeereee age ; quick coverage on certain subjects, 
Powell. si ' supply all companies with equal ad- 














would be provided by| 
having a central military censorship | 


ivelt. A highlight of the opening 
day’s meeting was the mass attend- 
|ance in a hall where all the show- 
|men listened to the President’s 
speech, 

| In a telegram sent to the Presi- 
dent, after the broadcast, signed by 
Karl Hoblitzelle, president of the 
|circuit. the conclave stated that 
‘America will not fail you. We com- 
{mend you for your inspiring lead- 
| ership.’ 





Loew-Lewin Initialing 


‘Land Fall’ for UA 


Hollywood, June 8. 
‘Land Fall’ is slated as the first of 
; two pictures to be delivered by the 
| David Loew-Albert Lewin produc- 
| tion outfit for United Artists release 
this season. 

Picture deals with the Royal Air 
Force and is designed to go into 
work in July. It is based on a book 
by Nevil Shute. 








Blumenthal Has Until 


June 10 in Subpoena Plea 


A. C. Blumenthal has been granted 
until June 10 to file a memorandum 
with Judge Grover Moscowitz in 
N. Y. federal court, to support his 
claim of illness which, he asserts, 
was the reason he failed to appear 
as a witness in the Joe Schenck-Joe 
Moskowitz trial. 

Blumenthal had allegedly been 


served with a subpoena calling for 
his appearance, but was in Mexico, 
and has sent affidavits of six physi- 
cians supporting his claim that it 
would have endangered his life to 





come to N. Y. 
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CLEAR THE DECKS FOR S 





How the ‘Big 5° Stands on Product | 





Company Promised Del. to June 28 Balance 
Metro cava sbwnsstenewe soe OF 37 13 
a ee we oe 36 10 
RKO leaned b> ence oka oe st a 38 14 
NS Siena ccd 000 so 006300 c aa 46 6 
WEP OOE BOE, 0.00% sieds cede oo. a 42 


8 
*1940-41 season started Aug. 1, 40. Others started Sept. 1, ’40. 

















Silverstone’s Own Coin Into Indie 
Prod. Unit; He Will Release via UA 





—+ 


Much of his own coin will go into 
the new producing unit being set 
up by Murray Silverstone. Former 
United Artists chief, who resigned’! 
last week, is in New York now ar- 
ranging the financing, which will be 
supplied partially by personal con- 
tacts, partially by banks and in 
lesser part by Mary Pickford. 


Setup of the new outfit, to release 
¥ rough UA, will somewhat resem- 
ble that of Mayfair Productions, 
Jules Levey’s organization which re- 
leases through Universal. Silver- 
stone, whose greatest experience has | 
been in distribution, just as Levey’s 
was as former salesmanager for 
RKO, will give his prime attention 
to the sales and booking of his film, ' 
which is a specialty with Levey that | 
is said to have resulted in some) 
$200,000 extra gross on his initial | 
production, ‘Boys from Syracuse.’ 

Actual production of the Silver-| 
stone output will lie in the hands of | 
a topnotch producer, former UA|} 
chieftain declared Monday (2). The} 
man, he said, is one whose contract | 
with another company expires 
shortly, but whose identity is known 
to UA toppers. He will be in the 
unit on a_ profit-sharing basis. 

Only 2 a Year 


Silverstone will make but two pic- 
tures a year, and looks upon his 
venture into film production as 
‘building something for myself and 
family for the future.’ 

Silverstone said his new organi- 
zation is virtually ready to tee off 











Report Con. Labs’ 


and will specialize in product geared | 


to popular public taste with grade-A 
properties and stars. 


Three-year tenure of Silverstone 
as world-wide chief of United 
Artists—he served the company for 
& number of years previously as 
European head—was marked by a 
sharp upturn in the distributing 
outfit’s income. Silverstone’s policy 
was to increase the number of pix 
the company released each year, in 
that way reducing the overhead by 
spreading it over more product. 
setup was there and 


The | 
capable of} 


carrying the load, the exec figured, | 


and should be used to its full ex-| 
tent. 

It was that policy, however, which 
ied some, among the company’s in- 
die producers, to voice objections. 
With the big profits being turned 
into the company, they considered 
the topper an ‘owners’ man’ in con- 
trast to a ‘producers’ man,’ whom 
they would have preferred in the 
driver’s seat. 


REEVES ESPY LEAVING 
GOLDWYN TO PRODUCE 


Reeves 








Espy, v.p. and gm. of 


Hey, Not So Fast 





Hollywood, June 3. 

Production is so far ahead of 
schedule at 20th-Fox that two 
pictures for next season’s release 
have been finished before the 
first of June. It is the first time 
anything like that has happened 
on the Westwood lot. 

Films are ‘Dressed to Kill’ and 
‘Last of the Duanes.’ 





MUST DELIVER 
ALL 40-41 PIA 


‘Big 5,’ Under the Consent, 


Decree, Must First Get 
Blanket-Contract Commit- 
ments Out of the Way Be- 
fore Starting on 1941-42 
Showings 





HOW THEY STAND 





Necessity of clearing the release 
decks of all features promised un- 
der blanket contracts for the season 
of 1940-41 is the requirement facing 
the five major companies that are 
parties to the U. S. anti-monopoly 
consent decree, before new product 
to be released after Sept. 1 can be 
shown *publicly. 


‘roadshow’ policy. 


Such is the concensus of several 
sales managers and company attor- 


|neys who are struggling with the 


film distribution difficulties as the 
time of transition from old to new 
methods approaches. 

Need of completing the current 





1G LoantoMono 
For Pathe's Stock 


With a loan of upwards of $100,- | 
000 virtually set, Monogram Is ex- 
pected to pick up more than 66,000 
shares formerly held by. Pathe Film | 
Corp., according to reports this week. 
Deal for new money is reported to 
have come from another laboratory 
company, reputedly Consolidated 
Films, which means Mono will switch 
its printing business away from Pathe 
Laboratories, operating subsid of 
Pathe Film. 

Pathe paid about $200,000 for this 
batch of stock shortly after the pres- | 
ent Monogram’ corporation was 
launched, obtaining all Mono print- 
ing biz in return, 

Trem Carr now heads Monogram 





production, with Scott Dunlap in 
charge of turning out the A pic- 





tures, 
| 
| 
} 


Eddie Cantor’s UA Pic 


Unit Deal Simmers 





With United Artists in its present 
unsettled state, Eddie Cantor has de- 
cided to let his pending production 


deal with the company simmer. He'll 
head for the Coast after his final 
broadcast in New York in about four 


| arisen 


|utors as regards 


season’s contractual obligations has 
because most companies’ 
existing license agreements with 
theatres specify a definite number of 
pictures to be released prior to Aug. 
30. One of the companies, 20th-Fox, 
has held to July 31 for some years 
as the seasonal closing date. By 


| virtue of the consent decree terms, 


20th-Fox beginning this fall will 
start its annual releasing season on 
Sept. 1, in line with the other ma- 
jors, 


Position of the five major distrib- 
numbers of pic- 
tures promised for 1940-41, their re- 
leases up to June 28, ’41, 
balance due to exhibitors through 
July and August is detailed herewith. 

Study of Variety’s Advance Pro- 
duction Chart, appearing in this is- 


| sue, discloses that most of the Big 5 


are in the position to complete all 
promised deliveries. 

By studios, completions of current 
season product, some of which re- 
mains in cutting rooms, in the proc- 
ess of final editing, are: 

Metro, completed, 43; Paramount, 
41; RKO, 44; 20th-Fox, 50, and War- 
ner Bros., 50. 

It was anticipated several months 


| ago that complete deliveries would 


be finished and nationally released 
early in August, thus permitting 
public exhibition of some of the new 
season’s product in the various af- 
filiated theatres and franchise cir- 
cuits prior to Sept. 1, on which date 
new product would be ready for in- 
dependently oy crated theatres. Film 
booker for one of the largest affili- 
ated circuits said yesterday that the 
companies will be fortunate to ful- 
fill current oblig gation s. Total of 51 
pictures must be released by the five 


weeks and hopes by that time that ' majors in July and August to clean 
the UA future will be decided to the | the slate. = 
point where he can go on with ne- Availability Fear 
gotiations. Att eys of the film companies 
Reports that Cantor was interested are adv g sales managers 
in buying the block of UA stock held | to act cautiou ly th any plans for 
| by the Fairbanks estate were publicly relea new p ict be 
branded entirely false by the co- fore the current s¢ Ss is Ou 
median in New York this week. He of the way. Appre ion has been 
said he had no such deal under con- expressed that to “De at the gun may 
sideration result in a demand from exhibitors 
that any pre-released film must be 


Samuel Goldwyn Productions, will | 


quit that organization, it is under- 
stood, to embark on an independent 
producing venture of his own. He 
is now in New York to set up de- 
tails of his new outfit. 

Espy was v.p. of Fox-West Coast 
before joining the Goldwyn organi- 
zation as second in command. 





2 RKOers Move Up 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Two subordinates moved up with 
the resignation at RKO of J. R. 
Crone, who has served as production 
manager for the past 10 years. 

Walter Daniels, aide to Crone, 
moves up into his berth and Argyle 
Nelson, assistant director, assumes 
Daniels’ vacated post. 


Cantor had been negotiating with 
UA on a three-year pact by which 
he would have produced one pic a 
year starring himself and another pic 
each year in which his appearance 
was optional. He planned to start 


' production on the first, a musical, in 


July. 





- . > 
Seiter’s ‘Marriage’ Next 
Hollywood, June 3. 
William A. Seiter’s next pro- 
ducer-director job at Universal is 
‘Marriage of Inconvenience,’ starting 
late this month with Franchot Tone 


, the first choice for the male lead. 


Picture, based on a mag serial by 
Hagar Wilde, is the first of two to 
| be produced and directed by Seiter 
|for U’s 1941-42 program. 


considered as available under exist- 
ing contracts. 

August is being regarded as the 
‘M Month,’ when private 
showings will be arranged 


will be consummated is strictly a 
matter of current conjecture. As 
heretofore, first runs and clearances 
must be negotiated before films actu- 
ally start through the booking ma- 
chinery. According to a major sales 
manager, the effort will be made to 
synchronize release dates after Sept. 
1 as closely as possible, in order that 
films will have the benefit of na- 
tional publicity. A condition of 
staggered showings, with certain sec- 
tions of the country seeing pictures 
far in advance of others is regarded 


“as something to be avoided. 











The exception is | 
any film presented nationally on a | 


Mary Pickford 





and the | 


trade- | 
in every | 
exchange center. How speedily sales | 


'UA’s Revitalization Aim Right Now: 


Prestige Producers (Selznick-Capra); 
Kelly Vice Silverstone Pro Tem 





More Red Meat 





Hollywood, June 3. 

Bull fighting in the Hollywood 
edition of ‘Blood and Sand’ is too 
skimpy for the Mexican picture 
fans, so the south-of-the-border 
reels contain more toro se- 
‘quences. Gus Mohme, manager 
for 20th-Fox in Mexico, is in 
Hollywood to supervise the in- 
jection of more toreador stuff 
into the picture for the public 
down yonder. 

About 1,000 feet of bull ring 
action, deleted from the U. S. 
film, is being restored for the 
Latin-American version. 





Would Remake 
‘Coquette’ Now 


Mary Pickford will go into pro- 
duction on her own, aside and apart 
from her interest in Murray Silver- 
stone’s proposed unit, the former 
screen star revealed on her arrival 
in New York, Monday (2). Her hur- 
ried trip east—she is skedded to 





| plane out today (Wednesday) — is be- 


lieved to be at least partially on the 
financial setup of her own organiza- 
tion. 

Miss Pickford said she hopes her 
initial film will be ‘Coquette.’ Prin- 
cipal thing delaying it now, she de- 
clared is lack of a proper star name 
for it. She owns the rights to prop- 
erty. It was the first all-talking pic- 
ture in which she appeared, made 
back in 1929. 

Her interest in the indie producing 
company being set up by the recent- 
ly- resigned United Artists chieftain, 
Miss Pickford said, will be ‘advisory 
and financial.’ (Latter is believed 
to be small, and not administrative.) 

Miss Pickford about a year ago in- 
dicated that she desired to go into 
production at that time for release 


through UA, of which she is a part 
owner. It is understood she at- 
tempted to obtain financing, but 


failed on the terms which she of- 
fered. She is said to desire to put 
only a limited amount of her own 
capital into the production, figuring 
her name on a film should have con- 
siderable value. 


ROTHCHEK SEEKS UA 
OUTLET FOR RAF PIC 


June 3 

arrived 
negovawng a re- 
Artists fo 
to be proa iced 
be based 
Ayling 


K 





Hol 


thchek, 


manner 
Anton Ro recently 
from Europe, is 
leasing deal with United 
a story of the R.A Fr, 
in Hollywood. Picture will 
on a ni Keith 

Rothchek plans early 
with John Beal signed 
lead. 


Schaefer’s N.Y. Huddles; 
Breen Due East Later 


George J. Schaefer came in from 
the Coast over the weekend for 
home office conferences with RKO 
theatre and sales representatives. 
He arrived Thursday (29) but went 
directly to his home in Westchester, 
without coming into N. Y. 

Originally expected that Joseph 
I. Breen, new studio head, would ac- 
company him, but Breen instead will 
meet RKO personnel for the first 
time when he comes east for the an- 
nual sales convention later 


yvel Dy 
production, 


to the male 








|} month. 


a 





With selection of a successor to 
Murray Silverstone as United Art- 
ists head still vague, owners are 
nevertheless determined to revitalize 


| the company without delay by offer- 





| restrict 


| with contract bl 


! 


! 


ing large-scale inducements to top- 
/notch producers who can be regarded 
as potenffial future shareholders in 
UA. David O. Selznick and Frank 
Capra are currently being negotiated 
with to this purpose. 


Principal idea of the owners, as 
expressed by Mary Pickford in New 
York Monday (2), is to get UA back 
to ‘its policy of 22 years ago, with 
exclusively quality pictures and 
fewer of them.’ Although immedi- 
ate profits to the stockholders fre- 
quently weren’t so great under that 
policy, according to industry ob- 
servers, its long-run effect was to 
give greater stability and more con- 
tinued earning power than by ab- 
sorbing overhead by the distribution 
of a larger number of pictures, some 
of them necessarily of lesser quality. 

Appointment in Hollywood by the 
board last Thursday of Arthur W. 
Kelly as operating head of UA is a 
temporary nrove, Miss Pickford said. 
The v.p. and distribution chief will 
himself to his former ac- 
tivities after a commanding industry 
figure is obtained to specialize in the 
preducer end of UA activity. 

Kelly, meantime, will remain on 
the Coast until at least this weck- 
end in a final effort to get the prod- 
uct for 1941-42 in a sufficiently ime 
pressive state to hold the twice- 
postponed sales conventions and get 
the salesmen out in their territories 
anks. It’s hoped, of 
course, to obtain a couple of big 
name additions to UA’s production 
stable to give the film peddlers some- 
thing to throw at exhibs as an in- 
ducement. 

Selznick Stalling? 

That’s the reason, of course, for the 
offers to Selznick and Capra. Selz- 
nick has two pix to make under his 
current UA deal, but has been stall- 


ing for various reasons. Owners 
now want him not only to go to 
work immediately, but extend his 
contract and take a stock interest.- 
Whether Selznick would otherwise 
continue with UA after his two pix 


are delivered is considered dubious, 


inasmuch as there have been plenty 
of offers from other companies. 
Capra is said to favor an align- 
ment with UA if certain details can 
be worked out. He is said to have 


almost accepted a deal before Same 
uel Goldwyn pulled out of the or- 
ganization. Company would not only 


make it possible for the producers to 
{buy stock interests, but would pro- 
|vide financing and underwriting of 
production costs. 

Miss Pickford emphasized, how- 
ever, that the stock is not to be 
handed out on any sterling platter, 
but will have to be ‘earned’ by the 
producer ‘No one handed us the 

ock when formed United Art- 

ts,’ she ‘We had to earn it.’ 

She de ed it would be distrib- 

ed in t] manner Alexander 
Korda obtained his b’ock—by paying 
for it out of e: ngs over a period 
of time 

Stock available comprise the Gold- 
wyn Shares, which the company re- 
jeently bought from him for about 
$300,000, and the holdings of the 
Fairbanks estate. Miss Pickford said 


would be acquired by the 
company by about mid-June for 
$400,000. Dea! is set, she said, al- 
though it must be approved by the 


the latter 


court. Other owners are Miss Pick- 
ford, Korda and Charles Chaplin. 
James Mulvey, Goldwyn v.p. and 
eastern rep, wa omtered the post of 
UA topper some eks aco, but has 
definitely refused it. ‘Mr. Mulvey 
iloves Mr. Goldwyn too much and Mr, 
‘Goldwyn loves Mr. Mulvey too 
'much, Miss P *’**rd commented, 


this 


Mulvey is also -f the Brooklyn 
Dodgers and of Ebbets Field, their 


ij home. 
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SOME LOWDOWN ON WHY BIZ IS GOOD IN 
DIXIE-AND IT’S NOT ALL DUE T0 DEFENSE 


Selling Entertainment As a Policy, One Factor— 
Another Is Cooperation Among Theatre Men and 
With Local Commerce Organizations 


By GEORGE McCALL 
(Ex-VarirEty staff member, now em- 
ceeing his own Hoilywood unit) 





If you are looking for the box of- 
fice reports you'll find them else- 
where in this issue. You won't see 
any report on Columbia, S. C., New- 
port News, Va., Jacksonville, Fla. or 
kindred spots in Dixie, but believe 
me it’s a Holiday in Dixie as far as 
show business is concerned. I know, 
we (my Hollywood unit) just com- 
pleted 14 weeks in that territory. 

There are lots of reason for good 
business down South. In a business 
where the alibi is more important 
than the result, here’s one section 
of the country where the alibi is 
necessary to explain why new rec- 
ords haven’t been broken. That’s 
news. The rest of the country has 
run out of excuses for bad business. 





No Do-Ra-Me’s Here 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Ancient Welsh song festival, 
the Eistoddfod, one of the oldest 
in the world, will be represented 
by 80 Welsh singers in the 20th- 
Fox production, ‘How Green Was 
My Valley,’ which is localed in 
the coal mining district of Wales. 

John Ford, director, has 30 
warblers thus far, and is ar- 
ranging for three weeks of re- 
cording to go along with the pic- 
ture. 








' Sunday, and my troupe and I landed 
in Gadsden in the middle of a 
cloudburst. | 

There’s a cotton mill on the edge | 
of the town, two hotels and a flock 
of beer parlors. Outside of the the- 
atres and radio the only entertain- 
ment the town has to offer is radio 
and jukeboxes. Of course there is | 
always tobacco-chewing, but all of’ 
Gadsden doesn’t go in for that. It 
was still raining at 6 p.m., but my 





. 
checker brought me the news and. Harmon R 
lit was news. We did a $560 mati- eviews 


nee. That’s important afternoon | 
money in any man’s theatre. Nat-| 
urally you'll say that we were a/| 
stage attraction and as such was| 
something unusual. That’s not the | 
case. The Gadsden theatre has | 
played stage shows daily for the| 
past nine years. The theatre has| 
sold nothing but policy, and the 


Film Industry 


Defense, reconstruction, army 
camps and hundreds of other reasons Policy has a great deal to do with 
are given for the improved business the success of southern theatres. | 
south of the Mason-Dixon line. They T. D. Kemp, Jr., has been booking 
belies —_ nt gma | shows down through that ontive ter- 
pou. . ‘ritory for several years. Some are 
south has always been noted for low , pone some only tein. However, he 
oe ee gg hao has been able to maintain the some 

- ‘| policy in most southern towns for 
Payrolls are higher but the work- | several seasons. This is not an argu- 
ing hours are just as long. Up in’ ment for the combination policy, but 
Pennsylvania, one of the most fre- . custained policy, minus giveaways, 


quent excuses for bad business is has been successful. At least in that 
that the workers are working t00 territory. 


hard, hence they’re too tired to go! 
out. Somebody’s wrong. 

Maybe theatre operators in the 
South are not selling individual pic- 
tures. Perhaps they are selling mo- 
tion pictures in general as a source 
of entertainment—an avenue of es- 
cape. We played a town in the north | 
where I was asked to address the, 
Lions club. There were 12 theatres 
in the town, under three different 
managements. The operator who 
took me to the Lions Club did not 
belong to the Rotary because the 
operator of the ‘B’-circuit houses was 
a Rotarian. Neither of them be- 
longed to the Kiwanis, because the | 
third operator was a member of 
that group. They prefaced any ref- 
erence to each other by questioning 
the legitimacy of his birth. 

I didn’t run across any of that stuff 
in Dixie. Every theatre operator 
and manager seems to be vitally in- 
terested in his business as a whole; 
not just his theatre as an individual 
unit. They fight for business, that’s 
true, but their job seems to be sell- 
ing the theatre as a place to spend | 
a pleasant hour or two. | 

Trade Ass’n Co-op 


Every town in the country has its | 
Chamber of Commerce. That seems 
to be a must, whether you're in 
Gadsden, Ala. or New York. And, 
incidentally, more -about Gadsden 
later. Every member of the C. of C. 
tries to sell his town. In the town 


people like the policy. 


Managers’ Initiative 
Managers throughout the south 
seem to have a great deal more 
authority than managers in other 
sections of the country. They also 
have to know how to make popcorn. 
Popcorn in the southern states pays 
many a theatre’s rent, but between 
popcorn and pictures they manage 
to knock out reasonable grosses. 
Too much credit is given army 
camps for good business. During my 
tour of the south I saw few soldiers 
in theatres in comparison to the 
number of men now in cantonments. 
True, they are all Democrats down 
there and perhaps they are getting 
a little better break in the matter 
of Government spending on im- 
provements, but the earning of the 
individual is below that of the 
worker in the north, middle west 
and far west. Weather? They have 
that in the south, too, and it is just 
as hot and wet there as it is in Chi- 
cago. My show did capacity busi- 
ness in Jacksonville on a day when 
rain fell continually from noon until 
late in the evening. The show be- 
fore me had the same experience. 


ness? I can’t say. If I could answer 
that I could make a million. I 
haven’t tried to give the solution 
here. I’ve attempted to give a few 
reasons why business is good where 
business hasn’t been too good in the 
past. In fact when I started for 


What’s wrong with theatre busi- | 





An overall summation of the in- 


dustry’s effort in support of mational | 


defense was supplied by Francis L. 
Harmon, coordinator of the motion 
picture committee cooperating for 
national defense, when he spoke be- 
fore the Ass’n of M. P. Advertisers 
luncheon meeting last week. He 
claimed that President Roosevelt left 
none of his auditors in doubt in his 
epoch-making fireside chat of last 


_Tuesday (27) as to the importance of 


‘our thinking and acting in terms of 
the western hemisphere.’ 

Harmon contended that the atten- 
tion of the film industry continues 


to be focused on our own continuing | 


effort to achieve better understand- 
ing and closer cooperation between 
the 21 American republics. 


In Nat'l Defense 





Gentlemen of the Press 


By BILL BALLIGAN 











Hollywood, June 3. 

I was having my evening cocktail 
at Musso-Franks, a double Johnny 
Walker black label with plain water. 
I heard a voice at my elbow order- 
ing two dry Martinis and I looked 
into the back bar mirror and there 
was Hank Wales and a girl. I said, 
‘Have the first one on me, Hank.’ 





Draftee Kin Swell 
B.0. on Weekend 
In Dixie Invasion 





Spartanburg, 8. C., June 3. 
Dixie saw more money over the 





He said, ‘Hello, Bill,’ and introduced 
me to the girl They were dressed , 


for somewhere and I was wearing an | 
open flannel shirt that rich motion | 


past weekend than at any time since 
the Confederacy stopped printing 
its own bills. With the south sport- 
ing an Army camp in practically 


picture directors effect. On me it 
looked like hell. I’m fat and 50 
plus and no bargain if I wear tails 
but Hank insisted on me having an- 
other. 

I felt like a horse in a garage. We 
had three or four more before I 
remembered I had ordered my din- 
ner at the lunch counter. ‘Why 
don’t you sit with us,’ Hank said, 
and he didn’t have to ask me twice. 
The brunet gave the green signal 
and we sat down at a table. 

‘Haven't seen you since the night 
Basil Woon threw the party for the 
Rough Club at Foyot’s,’ I said to 
Hank. ‘Do you know what happened 
on the Olympic?’ 

‘Sure I do,’ said Hank. ‘You threw 
a party for the Grand Duke Boris 
and got hit in the eye with a bottle 
of Lanson 27,’ reminded Hank. 

‘Well Arno Dosch-Fleurot was to 
blame,’ I said. ‘He told me that 
Boris was sailing on my ship and 
that it might be a good idea to throw 
a party for him. We would be at 
sea on Jan. 13, the Russian New 
Year. I forgot all about it until] the 





, Olympic stopped at Plymouth to 


take on some London passengers and 
Paul Gerard Smith was poured 
aboard. We framed the party for 
the Grand Duke before the dog 
watch was put to bed. Eddie Gould- 
ing was a passenger and we pre- 





Besides listing films released under | 


the film defense committee’s sponsor- 
ship, he stressed the significant con- 
tribution of newsreels which ‘is tco 
often taken for granted. Harmon 
stated that one-sixth of all news- 
reel subjects during the second half 
of 1940 were related to national de- 


fense. Also that presently, more than | 


25% of current newsreel clips pic- 
turize activities bearing importantly 
upon the defense effort and ‘contrib- 


vailed upon him to sing a song for 
us and Alan Dwan promised to come 
also. 
honeymoon. It’s like coming home 
from a hanging. A lovely gal named 
Catherine Flynn was on board and 


if she would warble a few numbers 
he would put her in show business. 
Miss Flynn was engaged to Mess- 
more Kendalf who owns the Capi- 
tol theatre on Broadway but Paul 
didn’t know that. I’m no crystal- 
gazer myself. 
party as planned and it was a big 
success until I got hit in the eye, 
| then it was colossal. 


Paris Memories 
Well Hank and I had a couple of 


uted materially to national morale.’| double brandies and got to talking 


‘During the past 10 months, the No. 


1 film hero,” Harmon declared, ‘has! 


been the civilian artisan at work in 
airplane factory, armory and navy 
yard, as newsreel editors have con- 
tinued to dramatize effectively the 
skilled hands and trained eyes of 
master craftsmen in key industries.’ 
| Production 

Regarding production, the division 
headed by Y. Frank Freeman, with 
Darryl F. Zanuck, vice-chairman, 


Harmon told the AMPA that the} 
most important work thus far has! 


been in the commercial field. He 
cited Columbia’s ‘Spirit of 1941’ and 
Metro’s ‘The Battle,’ both shorts, as 


there is usually an association com- 


posed of automobile agencies, plumb- ' 


ers, grocers, 


etc., who are vitally 
interested in 


pulling together to sell 
motor cars, fixtures, edibles, etc. 
There is no association of theatre 
managers whose interest is selling 
motion pictures. Out in. Hollywood 
the Producers Association does some- 
thing or other about the industry but 
it only affects the country at large 
when matters such as Lana Turner’s 
sweaters come out in the open. 
That people are interested in mo- 
tion pictures is not a rumor. They 
actually are. I talked to over 100 
service clubs, talked to the student 
bodies of such universities as=IIli- 
nois, Drake, Florida anc others. Ap- 
peared in theatres to a total attend- 
ance of over 600,000 people. 
couldn’t get enough of Hollywood. 
They fired questions at me for an 
hour at a time. Not silly questions 
—though there were many of them 


—but intelligent questions. They 
were vitally interested in the 
movies. 


People in the tobacco and corn 
belt asked the same questions as 
those in other sections of the coun- 
try. Maybe more there were inter- 
ested in Gene Autry than elsewhere, 
but that indicates nothing. 

To get back to Gadsden. That’s a 
good example of a small 
Chances are you won’t find it on the 
map. It has about 15.000 population 
and three theatres. Where or how 
my manager dug it up I'll never 
know, but there it was, an open 


ee io x sat & 


They | 


town. | 


that part of the country I felt I was 
going on the ‘death trail’ but com- 
pleted the tour with a different idea. 

Down in that part of the country 
the theatre operator and manager 
have done a good job of selling the 
theatre as a place to go for enter- 
tainment. They have discouraged 
as much as possible giveaways of 
any kind. Double bills haven’t been 
allowed to gain the popularity they 
have attained in other sections of 
the country and as a result business 
is good; good in a part of the coun- 
try where money has always been 
less plentiful than elsewhere. 


| They’re At It Again 


examples. Columbia’s picture was 


Civil Service Commission to assist 
in placement of skilled civilian la- 
borers in arsenal armories and Navy 
yards. ‘The Battle’ dramatizes the 
Navy’s service of supply. 
Harmon also mentioned the 
crease in number of features having 
men in uniform as leading charac- 
ters. Pictures dealing with tank 
corps and parachute troops now are 
in production, with the whole- 
hearted cooperation of the Army, ac- 
cording to Harmon. 
In the non-theatrical field, he re- 


| ferred to 50 training films now be- 





ing made in Hollywood under the 
auspices of the ‘Research Council of 
ithe Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences in cooperation with 
U. S. Army Signal Corps. 

The U. S. Public Health Service, 
through the office of Lowell Mellett, 
recently requested the industry to 
produce a non-theatrical film on 
venereal disease, Harmon said, and 
this has been undertaken by the 
Academy’s Research Council on a 
/non-profit basis. 
‘tee is remaking a three-reel film on 
life at West Point, silent version of 
which was titled ‘Cadet Days’ and 
made in 1928. This is being done for 
the War Dept. public 
bureau. 





Hollywood, June 3. 

Les Goodwins climbs the gang- 
plank in “The Marines Are Ready’ to 
direct the new feud between Victor 
McLaglen and Edmund Lowe at 
RKO. 

Currently Goodwins is piloting 
‘Mexican Spitfire’s Baby,’ formerly 
called ‘Lord Epping Sees a Ghost,’ 
on the same lot. 





Rosemary Lane to Legit 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Rosemary Lane makes her legit 
debut next fall on Broadway in 
‘Young Man’s Family,’ to be pro- Regarding distribution, the division 
duced by George Abbott. ‘headed by W. A. Scully, Harmon ex- 
Actress is currently on vacation in plained that more than 10,000 exhibi- 
California. ! (Continued on page 23) 


made at the direct request of U. S. | 


in- | 


Zanuck’s commit- | 


relations | 
/a little secret—the story had my. 


about Paris. I told him about the 
thrill I got out of his story in the 
Chi Trib about Sarah Bernhardt’s 
funeral. That was the best story I 
ever read I told him. We talked 
about Gib, Floyd Gibbons, and the 
_time we had in Paris and Berlin 
with Lincoln Eyre of the World and 
Webb Miller. Hemingway and Bar- 
ney Gallant were in town but we 


_couldn’t get them away from the 
dome. 


rants—Montaigne Traitures, the res- 


| taurant of William the Conqueror at | 


Dives. The Cochon Au Lait over on 
the Left Bank and the Auberge Du 
Ped Nun. 

We opened another quart of 
brandy. We got around to Georges 
: Carpentier. 
gave me a letter of introduction to 
Spinelli and we both missed the 
| plane to Paris the next morning. 


‘French flyer but Hank told me 
George had been singing in a cafe 
in Berlin‘ and had been thrown into 
a concentration camp. Mistenguett 
had the King of Spain spring him 
and he came back to Paris with a 
‘parole d’honeur.’ 

We talked about Nell Henry, 
Frankie O’Neil, Sparrow Robinson, 
Tommy Lyman, Roy Barton and 
Dick Kleegan. Hank knew every- 
body. Being the ace man of the 
Paris Trib after he had covered the 
World War with Gib—well why 
shouldn’t he. We remembered the 
night Erskine Gwynne took us to the 
Quatz Art Ball and we sat in Henri 
Letellier’s box and Billy Doyle 
kicked the Agha Khan in the part of 
the anatomy of the same name. 
| We had some more brandy—‘Well, 
I’ve seen them all,’ I told him, ‘but 
the story you wrote about the Di- 
vine Sarah’s last mile was a lulu.’ 
‘It was a good story,’ he finally ad- 
mitted. “The paper got a lot of fan 
mail on that one, but let me tell you 


, name at the top on the by-line but 
| I didn’t write it. It was written by a 
lad who was working for me—a 
man named Vincent Sheean.’ 


Alan was on a return trip | 


she dug up a ukelele. Smith told her | 


Well we gave the, 


We got to talking about restau- | 


The night in London he | 


I thought that Carp had been al 


| every cotton field, parents and 
‘sweeties of recruits rolled in from 
jthe north like waves in special 
| trains, extra buses and hordes of 
| cars. 

| Result was iced juleps for the 
| gaunt gulleis of hotel keepers, exhib- 
| itors, restaurant owners, recreation 
park operators and proprietors of 
| the sundry other spots where any- 
| thing from two bits to $20 bills could 
be spent. It was ‘Boom Town’ week- 
‘end for all of Dixie. Not since Grant 
| took Richmond has the north been 
south in such quantity. 

And it was all surprise, too. 
Memorial Day, it must be remem- 
bered, is not something the folks on 
the nether side of the Mason-Dixon 
celebrate. South’n folk have an 
earlier Confederacy grave-decorating 
| event—which yields the same senti- 

ment but hardly the cash of the 
| northern holiday. 


| 
Tarkington-Warners 
Settling ‘Penrod’ Tiff 


Booth Tarkington’s suit against 
Warner Bros, is in the process of 
settlement. Action seeks damages 
| of $100,000, claiming the film com- 
pany made ‘Penrod and His Twin 
Brother’ not based on any story of 
his. 
| The film company as its defense 
asserted that the public associated 
it, and not Tarkington, with the 
character of Penrod, as a result of 
the many pictures it has made of 
that character. The settlement is 
understood to give Warner Bros. the 
rights to produce the Penrod stories, 
and also gives the author some 
money, the amount of which has not 
yet been disclosed. 











| RAPPER’S REWARD 
Hollywood, June 3. 
| Irving Rapper draws the director 
chore on ‘One Foot in Heaven’ at 
Warners as result of his recent job 
on ‘Shining Victory.’ 

Fredric March and Olivia de 
Havilland are in the top spots. 





Studio Contracts 





Hollywood, June 3. 

Fred Zinneman inked new con- 
tract as shorts director at Metro. 

Mary Jo James drew player ticket 
at Warners. 

Marvin Borowsky signed as 
nior writer at Metro. 
| Robert Stack’s option picked up 
| by Universal. 
Jack Otterson, chief art director 
at Universal, renewed for year. 

Stephen Morehouse Avery’s op- 
tion lifted by Edward Small. 

Harry Lewis inked player deal at 
| Warners, 

Donna Drake’s acting option hoist- 
ed by Paramount. 

Anatole Litvak renewed as direc- 
tor at Warners. 

Elliot Paul handed writer contract 
at Metro. 

Frances Neal’s minor contract with 
RKO approved by Superior Court. 

Lynne Overman drew two-year 
ticket at Paramount. 

Ed James penned scripter 
tract at Republic. 
| Ray Jones signed new deal as 
chief of Universal’s still photog- 
raphy staff. 

Fred Finkelhoffe became contract 
scribe at Metro. 

Laurie Douglag former fashion 
, model, handed player contract by 
Paramount. 

Smiley Burnette’s option renewed 
by Republic. 
Fay Holden inked new contract at 
Metro. 
, Babs Savage drew moppet pact at 
/ Republic. 
| Richard MHaydel, 
signed by Metro. 

Leni Lynn’s player option hoisted 
by Republic. 

Virginia Grey handed a new act- 
ing termer at Metro. 

George (Gabby) Hayes optioned 
at Republic. 


ju- 


con- 


boy pianist, 
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Is That the Answer? 





Detroit, June 38. 


You can’t ask defense workers to put in another half-day shift in 


the picture houses. 


That was the answer of one exhibitor here to the reason why hun- 
dreds of thousands of mechanics, pulling down goodly earnings in the 
vast armaments industries in Detroit, are conspicuously absent from 
the boxoffice of the town’s theatres given solidly to double features. 

‘You can’t expect a guy, after putting in eight hard hours in indus- 
try, to go home, clean up and then spend another four hours working 
through two pictures,’ exhibitor said. 

However, nobody in Detroit is breaking with tradition which pro- 
duces the neat impasse of everybody offering bargains but all the 


bargain hunters staying away. 











Deadlocked Jury Ends Judge Davis 
(Wm. Fox) Case; New Trial in the Fall 





Philadelphia, June 3. 

Judge J. Warren Davis, retired 
member of the U. 8S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals, and Morgan S. Kaufman, 
former bankruptcy referee, will have 
a new trial early in the fall on 
charges they were involved in a con- 
spiracy in which William Fox, film 
magnate, is alleged to have given the 


jurist $27,500 in ‘loans’ while Fox’s| 





+ 
. 





| 


bankruptcy litigation was pending | 


court. Their first trial in} 
Court here ended Thurs- | 


in Davis’ 
Federal 


day (29) when the jury became | 
hopelessly deadlocked, six-to-six, | 
and they were discharged by Judge 
Robert N. Pollard. 

Walter H. Gahagan, Jr., special 
proseeutor -and nephew of screen 
actress Helen Gahagan, yesterday 


(Monday) said his request for a new 
trial at an earlier date had been de- 
nied because Judge Pollard, specially 
assigned to the case by the U. S. 
Supreme Court, had a full calender 
in his home court at Richmond, Va. 

The jurors explained later that 
many had been confused by the 
Judge’s charge interpreting ‘con- 
spiracy.’ At first they stood seven 
to five for acquittal. Later one 
juror 





there they became deadlocked. At! 
10:30 p.m. Thursday night, after 
nearly seven hours of deliberating, 


they notified the Court they couldn’t! 


agree and were discharged. 

Fox, who had pleaded guilty and 
was the Government's star witness, 
will probably be sentenced after the 
new trial. The ex-motion picture 
tycoon is out under bail. 

Fox’s N. Y. Realty Suit 

The $1,200,000 suit of the Lexing- 
ton Ave. & 59th St. Realty Corp., 
against William Fox, has been post- | 
poned to Oct. 6 for trial. Reason for 
the postponement is that attorneys 
state that a_ settlement will be 
worked out in the interim 
will terminate the action. 

Suit was started against William | 
Fox, Fox Theatres Corp., and Mil- 
ton C. Weisman, receiver, 
but was settled as to the last two in 


lat least 


| 


| 


| Dartmouth, 
'in Halifax. 
which | 


| 


in 1932, | 


March, 1937. Action sought dam- 
ages for the alleged failure of Fox} 


Theatres to go through with a deal 
and build a theatre on | snemeepeel s site. 


Wilcox, } Neagle in New 
Combo Deal With RKO 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Herbert Wilcox and Anna Neagle 
are making a new dea] with RKO 
aS a producer-star combination. 

Ofiginally signed for ‘Nurse Edith | 
Cavell,’ the pair has finished three | 
other pictures on the RKO lot, last | 
of which was the musical og 
The others were ‘Irene’ and ‘No, No. 
Nanette,’ 





Sonja on Ice 





Hollywood, June 3. 
Sonja Henie may forego pictures 
for a spell and confine herself to 


A Relief Both Ways 


Philadelphia, June 38. 

Boxoffice has withered so in 
Philly, one exhib here is ac- 
tually moaning for the ‘good old 
days,’ when most of his customers 
were on relief. Said he: 

‘At least then they didn’t have 
anything to do all day and would 
come in to kill time. They al- 
ways had enough money for at 
least a 15c matinee.’ 


NAT HANSON'S 
ODEON ADDING 
THEATRES 


St. John, N. B., June 8. 
For 21 years, Clarence Robson, of 
Toronto, as theatre supervisor for 














swung toward conviction but| Famous Players-Canadian, made a 


routine inspectional tour every three 


months. Now he’s back but not on 
routine. As vice-president of the 
new Odeon theatre circuit, he has 


been busy holding conferences, and 
out of these have come the acquisi- 
tions of the Casino, in Halifax; Capi- 
tol and Empress, in Moncton; Strand 
in Sydney, Capitol, St. John’s, New- 
foundland. And, with likelihood of 
one Odeon theatre for St. 
John, and possibility of affiliation en 
bloc with Odeon by the Franklin & 
Herschorn circuit of Mayfair and 
Regent in St. John, Community in 
Yarmouth, Mayfair and Dundas in 
Family and Community 
tobson, on his surprise 
tour, was taken from an airways 
| plane at Moncton to St. John by car 
for a conference by J. M. Franklin, 
top man of F. & H. 
The Casino, Halifax; 
Empress, Moncton; 
John’s, have been in the F.P.-C. 
lineup. The Casino was built and 
equipped on fastidious lines for R. J 
Macadam, who died recently His 


Capitol and 
Capitol, St. 


estate made the transfer to Odeon. 
| At Moncton, F. W. Winter, owns and 
manages the Capitol and Empress, 
two-thirds of the local theatre crop. 
Winter had both his houses with 
F.P.-C the past six years. He con- 
tinues as resident manager of both 
At Sydney, E. R. Lynn, has been 
owner-manager of the Strand, and 
he continues as manager. The St. 
| John’s Capitol has M. A. Milligan, 
ex-Paramount Canadian chief, as 
|major owner. He is now an exec 





Skating activity in rinks around the | 


country. 

She washes up her 20th-Fox deal 
with ‘Sun Valley Serenade,’ now in 
Production, and while other offers 


are being weighed, skater is said to! and William Hurlbut is doing the 


prefer blade tours. 


with Odeon. 

The battle between F.P.-C. and N. 
L. Nathanson, ex-head of Famous 
Players-Canadian, and now chief of 
Odeon, shapes up definitely in the 
east by the Robson moves, 





SCHUNZEL’S ‘VICTORY’ 
Hollywood, June 3. 
Rheinhold Schunzel moves into 
director spot on ‘Strange Victory,’ to 
be produced by Sol Lesser for United 
| Artists release. 


Martha Scott has top femme role 


screenplay. 


* 
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| about the future, 
| show 


Coast’s 
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DEFENSE. BOOM 





Wage Demands of 10,000 Studio 


NO AID TO 8.0 Technicians Has Film Producers 
Worried: Casey Summoned to Coast 


There Doesn’t Seem to Be 
Any Answer for Shrinking 
Film Grosses, Yet Virtu-| 
ally Everywhere the 
Situation Is the Same 





KEY CITIES REPORT 





Exhibs, whose reputation is ap- 
parently only second to nitery op- 
erators for thinking up alibis for bad 
biz, are, for probably the first time 
in history, currently stuttering. They 
have a hundred reasons for the sag- 
ging b.o., but not a one that they 
even half believe themselves. There 
just doesn’t seem to be an answer 
to strangely shrinking grosses in the 
face of enormous defense spending | 
and booms in other industries. Yet, 
virtually everywhere the situation is 
the same. Here’s a roundup from 
some key cities: 

San Francisco—This is one of the 
shipbuilding and industrial 
centers and, even during the de- 
|pression throughout the rest of the 
| country, was one of the better sec- 





tions. Yet the b.o. has been shrink- | 
ing for months and continues to do | 
so. 


Philadelphia—With more than $1,- 
000,000,000 in defense orders being 
filled here, some exhibs are suggest- | 
ing that the boys are too tired from | 
the overtime to get to a theatre. | 
Twilight baseball, golf and ‘depress- | 
ing’ newsreels are other reasons | 
ascribed for empty seats. 

Buffalo — Much wishful thinking 
but nothing to 
at the b.o. here for the vast 


|industrial payroll built up by de- 
|fense industries, 


Minneapolis — Department store 
volume is up 14% above a year ago, 
while theatre grosses are down 15 
to 25%. One exhib takes a reverse 
slant: ‘Think how bad it would be 
if it weren’t for the defense spend- 
ing.’ 

Pittsburgh—Steel’s defense gravy 
is apparently oozing out to other 
sources than theatres, with no sign 
of the dough at the shrivelling b.o.s. 
Draft siphoning off all the swains 
is advanced as one reason for the 
slack. 

Cleveland—A 20% hike in pay- 
rolls this year has accounted to date 


for nothing more than a 10-30% 
drop in grosses. With new and used 
car sales and housebuilding boom- 
ing, scientifically - minded exhib 


opines: ‘It’s a social-economic sit- 
uation in which people are passing 
up luxuries to stock up on essentials 
and get on their financial feet.’ 

Canal Zone—Here’s a pretty sight, 
and the only one in view. Biz is 
good, what with soldiers, sailors and 
marines pouring in to protect one 
of Uncle Sam’s prime assets 


Change Piiots as Yearling’ 


Costs Mount to $2,000,000 


Jur e 3 

director 
Met 
ons, replacing 
piloted the 
Ocala, 


Bollywood, 
Vidor is the new 
Yearling’, one of 
aaadeial 

who 
aoaee at 


King 
of “The 
high-budget 
Victor Fleming, 
early scenes on 
Fla. 

Change is understood to be the 
result of mounting costs, which are 
approaching the $2,000,000 mark, and 
other difficulties in the Florida film- 
ing, which still requires three more 
weeks of shooting. | 


’ 
ros 








Par’s Sequoian Budgeter : 


Hollywood, June 3. 

One of the high-budget pictures on 
Paramount’s 1941-42 program is ‘For- 
est Rangers,’ to be filmed in Techni- 
color. 

Fred MacMurray, Preston Foster, 
Stirling Hayden and Patricia Mori- 
son head the cast. 








CIO to Move In? 





Hollywood, June 3. 


The workers are incensed over 
the extortion charges against 
George E. Browne and Willie 
Bioff, and openly announced they 
did not want the IATSE (AFL) 
to interfere in their negotiations. 
There has been some talk of de- 
manding that all International 
officers resign and that a special 
convention be called to select 
new officers. 

Several of the leaders also are 
known to have been in conference 
with officials of the Congress of 
Industrial Organizations, with 
the idea of making a quick move 
into the CIO if there is any ef- 
fort by the International to take 
over. 








ONE FILM UNION 


ASKS BROWNE, 
BIOFF QUIT 


Hollywood, June 3. 





A resolution calling for the resig- | rte 


nation of Willie Bioff and George 
Browne was passed Monday (2)| 
night by the Motion Picture Studio 
Set Electricians Local 728. Also in-| 
cluded in the plank-walking would | 
be all IATSKE-appointed officers. 
Bioff appears Thursday (5) before} 


a hearing on the removal order 
N. Y. to face trial on the extortion 
charge. He is expected to waive 


bond be continued pending his ap- 
pearance in the N. Y. federal court. 


GREEK RELIEF TOPS 
$850,000 FROM AMUS. 


$850,000 was raised 
by the Greek War Relief Assn., Inc., 
amusement industry division, Adolph 
Zukor, chairman, announced Mon- 
day (2). This does not include the 
money snared on the Coast by the 
committee headed by Samuel Gold- 
wyn, which probably boasts the total 


In excess of 


which the film business raised to 
more than $1,000,000, it was stated 
by Zukor 

More than 8,000 theatres partici- 
pated in the drive, being the largest 
number ever enrolled for a charity 
drive in the film busine The 
mount collected far exceeded that 
of any similar cause by the indus- 
try. Of the money raised approxi- 
mately $600,000 was cabled to Greece 
and used in buying medicine, cloth- 
ing and food. Much money also was 


than 1,000,- 
the 


used in evacuating more 
000 women and children before 
Axis power arrived. 





Pommer Threatens Suit 


If RKO Cancels Pact 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Erich Pommer is threatening legal 
action against RKO if the studio car- 
ries out its threat to cancel his pro- 
ducer contract. Two films he was 
committed to make under the re- 
mainder of his pact have been 
handed to Tay Garnett. 

Studio claims that Pommer’s ill- | 
ness is delaying production of his 
pictures and, it is understood, will | 





to | 





Hollywood, June 3. 

Demand of 10,000 studio film tech- 
nicians for immediate opening of ne- 
gotiations on wages and conditions 
has given the producers a bad tase 
of jitters. The major companies are 
willing to talk contract revisions 
with the local unions, but want to 
get the go-ahead signal from the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees to guarantee that 
any deals they set will not be kicked 
over by the International. That old 
bugaboo about jerking theatre pro- 
jectionists also is causing them to 
move cautiously. 

Pat Casey, producer labor contact, 
is reported rushing to the Coast 
to handle the situation. A hurry-up 
call for his services were telephoned 
east when Y. Frank Freeman re- 
ceived a letter from IATSE locals 
stating they intended to handle their 
own negotiations without any aid 
from prexy George E. Browne and 











' 
| 
| 
| 
| 


other national officers of the IATSE. 


| Heretofore, the producers have set 
all IA contracts with the national 
officers and the workers themselves 
have had little or nothing to sav 
about the deals. ; 
Powwow Wed. (4) 
Negotiating committees for 10 


IATSE studio locals meet tomorrow 
(Wednesday) night to formulate 
plans for an immediate get-together 
with producers on the new setuv 
Labor leaders are taking issue with 
Y. Frank Freeman, Producers Asso- 
ciation head, on his move deleg>‘ing 
authority to Pat Casey and Fred 
Pelton for setting up the structure 
a basis of settlement of differ- 


| ences. 


IA leaders insist on dealing direct- 
ly with studio heads, fearing that 
they will be stalled until early fall 
| when the slack period sets in. Casey 
is due here from New York Thurs- 
day (5) after a stopover in Chicago 


ars | for confabs with union heads there 
U. S. Commissioner David Head for , ; Dagens 


|} reason that I 


In a 
heads 


letter to the studio union 
Freeman stated: “The only 
and fellow executives 


b ; ‘ | cannot sit with you during negotia- 
examination and ask that the $25,000 | oe ee ee 


tions is not due to a lack of inclina- 


tion on our part or the failure to 
realize the importance of these nego- 
| tiations, but due to the fact that 
| we have our studios to operate and 
j;cannot give the time necessary to 
attend personally the many negotiat- 
ing meetings that must be held.’ 
Locals are demanding a ‘hands- 
off’ policy by the Interational in ef- 
fecting a new contract for worke: 
When the letter was received, the 
producers Spent several nours in 
conference, and then called in the at- 
torneys. The general manager of one 
studio said to have contacted 
Willie Bioff at his San Fernando Val- 
ley ranch to learn W other it wou!d 
be okay for them to talk with the 
locals 3ioff is reported to have told 
them to go ahead and talk with the 
locals, but efforts still were being 
made to reach Browne, who about 
that time was surrende C} 
C ( e ) re He 
late ele d $°0,000 bail 
The si j fina : checked 
up to Pat Casey, with a request that 
he leave for the Coast at t earliest 
moment possible. He was reported 
to have trained it ye rday r VIon- 
day) and should reach Hollywood 
on Thursday. 
The decision of the locals to go on 
their own was reached at a confer- 
ence of IATSE busiress representa- 


| demand termination of his contracts. | 


tives called by chairman Harold Y. 
Smith, business agent for the Sound 
Technicians. The group of business 
representatives has now been ex- 
panded to include three additional 
members from each union. A com- 
mittee has been named to draft a 
|constitution and bylaws for the al- 
lied groups, and a ways and means 
committee also has been appointed. 


Slumming With Gable 


Hollywood, June 3. 
‘Honky Tonk,’ co-starring Clark 
Gable and Lana Turner, rolled yes- 
terday (Mon.) at Metro, with Franke 
Morgan in a top supporting role. 
Jack Conway is directing. 














| 
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Vet Film Salesman 


San Antonio, June 8. 


In conjunction with the showing 
of Paramount’s aviation epie which 


ights of Fanc 
Recalls When OEE demin 2 


Theatre Managers Were Showmen i::3t"st.°se: “vais. ne: 


San Francisco, June 3. 
Treadmill discussions on the plight 


here igs offering as a prize a 
Piper Cub 65 h.p. airplane and a 
course of eight hours in flying for a 
50-word letter answering the ques- 





W Ballyhooer Berns 


Omaha’s Film Row Revamps as Borg 
Replaces Olson; Other Film Briefs 





Omaha, June 3. 
Omaha’s film row is undergoing 





of show biz always rise up in times’ Ties in With ALC. Beauts 


such as the present, when a general | 


tion ‘Why I Want to Fly.’ ‘changes. Russell Borg of Kansas City 
Local entries are submitted in a has replaced C. K. Olson, long time 








downslant sets in, but seldom get| 


national contest which will be held manager of the local branch ex- 
in other cities. ‘change of Warner Bros. Olson’s 


anywhere. A chance recollective re- 


mark by George Seach, on the occa-! 


sion of his 25th anniversary as a pic- 
ture peddler in San _ Francisco, 
points up a@ significant factor. 

‘I remember,’ he reminisced, ‘when 
the glint would come into a theatre 
manager’s eyes before I'd even fin- 
ished my sales talk; he was already 
laying cut a campaign in the back of 
his head. More than once that cam- 
paign has sprung into action be- 
fore I could fold up a contract after, 
the signing. I’ve seen managers call 
in their publicity and poster men 
and start things buzzing before the 
ink was dry. Those fellows had 
ideas—and showmanship!’ 

Seach draws no comparisons with 
modern methods, but does admit that 
some of the new generation has the 
old-time flair. 

Competition has shown great 
strides in showmanship, too, the 
veteran conceded, with an example 
being Shipstad & Johnson’s ‘Ice Fol- 
lies’ at the Winterland. 

Seach’s passing reference could; 
stand a follow-up. The ice bunch | 
made a terriffic play for the Memo-' 
rial Day holiday crowd while most of 
the theatres did nothing. The ‘Fol- 
lies’ spent—and is making money; 24 | 
sheets all over the place; innumer- 
able radio tieups; flashes in down- 
down windows; splashes in every, 





Bill Berns, of Warner Bros.” home! Majestic theatre, which is showing 


' icity | i fficial entry 
office publicity department, has been the film, is offering © 
handed the exclusive franchise by Las cognadinge ras hen ye ewe by any 
Showmen’s Variety Jubilee, sponsors | one ov y ‘ 


of Atlantic City’s annual beauty | 


pageant, for selection of Miss New | (We 
York. Berns got the franchise via | er ts 
his after-Warner hours press-agent- 


ry for Starlight Park in the Bronx, 


where finals of the pulch contest | The Pi h F 
will be held Aug. 17. t 
Berns is negotiating with RKO to C on or 


run off preliminaries in the circuit’s 
houses throughout the city. Initial | 
judgings get under way early in 
July. Franchise-holding puff artist 
is actually a triple-threat man, also 





' plans are indefinite but he may go to 

ansas City. Otto Siegel, Universal 
| manager, goes to Buffalo for U and is 
ireplaced by W. H. Sherman of 
Indianapolis. 

Pat arksbury of Sioux City, 
brought here to replace Lou Eggart 
(draftee) as treasurer of the Brandeis 
theatre, doesn’t like it and has 
dropped out. Replacement to be an- 
nounced soon. 





Kermit Carr Back in Des Moines 
Des Moines, June 3. 
Kermit Carr returned to manage 





George Kline, Boyertown, June 19, 
Irving Cooperman, assistant man. 
| ager of S-W’s Strand, upped to man. 
/ager of Lindley. 
| Sid Bloomfield and Sam Tanne. 
baum dissolved partnership in ope. 
‘rating the New Ideal. 
| Stanley Arnold, S-W booking de. 
| partment, deferred by his draft 
‘board after getting a gala farewell] 
|by his colleagues and four weeks’ 
pay from the company. He left on 
his vacation instead. 








Brandt’s 100 Houses 

Takeover of operations of seven 
New York City film theatres in the 
Knickerbocker and Belle chains by 
|Harry Brandt last week gives him 
control of nearly 100 theatres in the 
Greater New York area. 
, Houses taken over by Brandt are 
|the Harlem-Grand, Star, Palestine, 
Delancey, Clinton, Palace and Bijou, 








Spangler’s Facelift 


doing a film commentary show on 
WBNX, in the Bronx, and WPAT, 
Paterson, which he is tieing in with 
the Miss America contest. 


‘Scarface’ Crawford 





° your article on the ‘Movie of the Purchase price was not disclosed. Mg 
So M-G Revises Its Ads Month’ selection by the New York | Actual value of the ground, as set 





Metro is revising entire campaign 
on Joan Crawford picture, ‘A Wom- 
an’s Face,’ as result of big biz pic- 


New York. 


the Des Moines theatre. He replaces 

Harry Holdsberg, enlisting in army. 

Wa Carr joined Tri-States Theatre Corp. | 

eae iin 1929 as usher at Paramount, later 


manager of that house and in 1937 | Detroit, June 3. 
went to Ottumwa, Ia., to manage the| F. R. Spangler enlarging and re- 
Ottumwa there. House was destroyed modeling his Capitol, Utica, Mich, 


section of the paper—news, society, ture did at United Artists theatre in 
theafre, sports; all the angles which Detroit, where the regular selling 
once went with theatre show biz. ideas were discarded in favor of the 





by fire April 21 last. 
Editor, VARIETY: A. H. Blank, president of Tri- 


We like to think of VARIETY as a | States Theatre Corp., has purchased 


ithe Young Realty Co. building and 
constructive force in an industry | site on the southwest corner of Sev- 


that supports us all. That's why enth and Walnut from Mrs. Lafay- 
some of the boys, including the! ette Young, Jr., widow of the pub- 
writer, felt that an injustice had'lisher of the former Des Moines 
‘been done, innocently enough, in Capital. 





+s “ae recently by tax appraisers, is 
yew pm ts, gg eh gee | $291,520 and the building $51,980. It 
ppe y y is said to be one of the largest out- 
| page 8. right sales of Walnut street retail 
| I thought you would perhaps like property here in the last 30 years. 
'to get for your readers the view-| Blank states he made the purchase 
| point of at least one of the adver-|for investment purposes and has no 
'tising men concerned, myself, a/|present plans for improving the 
| viewpoint that is concurred in by | Property. 
, others to whom I have spoken. 





CAPT. LYNN FARNOL 
AT MITCHELL FIEL 


Lynn Farnol has been called to 
active duty in the U. S. Air Corps 
with rank of captain. Former United | 
Artists pub-ad head, now operating 
his own publicity office in New| 
York, is due to report for one year’s | 
service on June 16. 
assigned to Mitchell Field, L. I, 
where he will be in charge of pub- 
lic relations. He plans to continue 
operation of his office. He served 
in the Army Reserves from 1920 to 


| 





. 1924. 
Double wedding of members of | 


Farnol’s staff took place on Saturday 
(31). Burt Champion, formerly of 
UA press department and now Far- 
nol’s assistant, was married to 
Lucille Palmer, nitery singer, in 
New York. Nancy Hartshorne Free- 
man, Farnol’s secretary, aisled it 


with Fred J. Harper, Jr., salesman for Walt Disney, has been named | 


for the publishing house of Duell, 
Sloan & Pearce in Philly. 


Aerial Show as Bally 
For ‘Wings’ in Detroit 








Detroit, June 8. 
Those premiere searchlights, which 
usually just pencil the sky, came in 
for a real workout in connection 


with the opening here of ‘I Wanted | 
Utility as | 


Wings’ at the Michigan. 
well as flash value came out when 
the theatre arranged for a special air 
show by the First Pursuit Group of 
nearby Selfridge Field. . The fliers 
put on their maneuvers over down- 
town Detroit from 9 to 10 p.m. Thurs- 
day (29), with the searchlights help- 
ing to set off the aerial circus. 

So spectators—and the fliers— 
could enjoy both the aerial and the 
picture show, the film didn’t go on 


until a midnight, reserved-seat show- | 


ing. 





CUMMINS ‘REVIVAL’ POLICY 
Pittsburgh, June 3. 

Samuel Cummins, New York op- 
erator, has leased Casino, local home 
of burlesque, from George Jaffe for 
the summer and will turn it into 
a ‘revival’ house during June to 
August. Plans to show only old 
silent hits, first of which opened 
over weekend. It was ‘Chaplin on 
Parade,’ collection of four of “hap- 
lin’s two-reel comedies, 

Deal with Cummins was closed 
only after Jaffe had tried for three 
weeks, following end of burley sea- 


son, to peddle sex exploitation pix 


and ‘living model’ stage show ‘for 
adults only’ but without much suc- 
cess. 


He has been | 


the ads as ‘Scarface’ Crawford, with 
photographic insets showing muti- 
lated right side of her face, which 
Metro had been careful to avoid in 
all its previous layouts. 

Decision was made 
early release returns. 

Biz was good in every one of the 
keys with the exception of Detroit, 
where it was smash. 


In towns where ‘Face’ has already 


played M-G is rushing the new cam- | 


paigns to exchange centers in order 
to catch coming subsequent runs. 


HAL NEIDES HEADS UP 





16 COAST THEATRES 





San Francisco, June 3. 


1 


Orpheum who recently handled the 


campaign on ‘Fantasia’ at the Geary 


division head for 16 Golden State 
and Lavin theatres in the Frisco ter- 
ritory, headed by Bob McNeil. Spot 


was last held by Roy Cooper, now | 


| chief film buyer for the circuit. 


Neides drew written praise for his 
exceptional campaign on the Disney 
opus, which had one of its most suc- 
cessful runs in the country here. 


‘Shoes’ to Get Special 
Showing for B’way Mob 








Broadway characters are to be 
honor guests when Jules Levey 
stages a New York preview of his 


new Mayfair production, ‘Tight 
Shoes, a Damon Runyon story. 
Broadway showing will be held 


early this month, date depending on 
when a theatre is obtained for the 
showing. Film will be nationally 
released June 13. 

Because the story of ‘Tight Shoes’ 
| highlights typical Broadway figures, 
Levey is sending a special invite 
to such personalities as Broadway 


Rose, Harry the Horse, High-Odds | 


Arnold, Broadway Sam and others. 
Blocks of seats will be resérved for 
the Lindy bunch,  songpluggers, 
horse players, the Jacobs Beach 
crowd, performers, columnists, sports 
scribes, etc. 


Levey’s assistants, headed by Jim 
Luntzel, have been using their own 
Broadway dawn patrol to assemble 
one of the most comprehensive ‘blue 
books’ of the main stem ever com- 
piled. Luntzel’s assistants 
Leo Lindy, Steve Hannagan, Bob 
Goldstein and Joe Gould. 


‘Tight Shoes’ was given a sneak 
preview at the RKO Colonial, N. Y., 


| 


| 





include | 


What the subway people are at- 
tempting to do is for the benefit of 
our business and should be heartily 
encouraged. Such an article as 
Variety printed would tend to dis- 


newsworthy and_= are 
money to support this belief. 

The article intimates that the film 
industry is carping about the vari- 
ous selectons and that ‘some theatre 
men have called it unfair.’ 


would resent an enterprise that has 
the general good of picture business 
at heart, even though ‘the movie of 
the month’ selection does not happen 
to be playing at their house. The 
subways will be carrying these car- 


cards for many months to come and | 
| there will be opportunities for all 


| to win the selection. One might by 
| the same token insist that all ‘Pic- 


Hal Neides, former manager of the ture of the Month’ choices, Academy 


Awards, Trade Paper Polls, be aban- 
doned because one picture at a time 
| must win. 
B.O. Hypo 
From a practical consideration, 


the ‘Movie of the Month’ car-cards | 


| reaching an estimated circulation of 
151,000,000 readership actually bring 
business to the boxoffice. In the 
case of the current ‘Movie of the 
| Month’ selection, ‘A Woman’s Face,’ 
now appearing on the car-cards in 
the subways, we have every reason 


helpful factors in extending the run 
three weeks and in giving the Capi- 
to] theatre (N.Y.) the best business 
it has had in a year with the excep- 
tion of ‘Gone With the Wind’ and 
the Christmas business of ‘Comrade 
'X. The previous ‘Movie of the 

Month’ selection was ‘Road to Zanzi- 
bar,’ and while it will be justly con- 
tended that this would have done 
great business at the Paramount 
theatre, without the subway cards, 
nevertheless it is conceded by the 
theatre people that two cards in 
each subway and elevated car reach- 
ing millions of picture-going New 
' Yorkers certainly contributed to the 
boxoffice result. 

Editorializing the car-cards in the 
transportation lines in New York 
has been a smart, aggressive step 
and its sponsors deserve commenda- 
tion for a forward-looking idea 
which has infused new interest into 


this advertising medium. In picture | 


business we like to break away from 


exciting innovations. 
ly for the progressive attitude of the 
, New York subways and we have a 
suspicion that Variety, despite that 
article, believes in forging ahead 
with us. 
Si Seadler, 
(Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer). 





| [Article in question stated that the 
N. Y. Subways Advertising Co. was 


| recently and also at the Lineeln, in! perturbed by film industry carping on 


Miami. 








' its selections.—Ed.] 


| sure-seater Little. 
| turing foreign and art pix will con- 
; courage the subway advertising out- | 
following | gt which believes good pictures are|ment of Maxwell Weinberg, who 


spending 


I ques- | 
| tion whether many theatre men 


to believe that it was one of the, 


old routines, creating interesting and | 
We're definite- | 


Bill Hicks’ Addition 
Baltimore, June 3. 

C. W. (Bill) Hicks added to his 
string of local nabes the downtown 
Class house fea- 
tinue same policy under manage- 
operated for Sam Blum,» previous 
owner. 





Detroit Screen Ciub Elects 
Detroit, June 3. 
Russell Ruben, of Amusement Sup- 
ply Co., named president of the 
Detroit Screen Craft Club. Other 
officers elected are: Nat Goldstaff, 
Graystone theatre, vice-president; 
Sol Goldberg, Esquire, secretary- 


‘treasurer; Manny M. Schare, Town, 


recording secretary, and Gus Cohen, 
pennant, executive board mem- 
er. 

Nightingales Club, another of the 
theatre men’s social clubs, also has 
elected officers with Samuel J. Co- 
mella, Jam Handy Pictures, presi- 
dent; Edgar A. Douville, Globe thea- 
tre, vice-president; Walter Rickens, 
Beverly, secretary; Carl Rush, Oak- 
man, treasurer, and James Davison, 
|recording secretary. 





Ed Alperson’s RKO Berth 

Eddie L. Alperson, appointed gen- 
eral manager of film buying and 
booking department of RKO thea- 
tres by Charles W. Koerner, general 
| manager, last week, at one time was 
general sales mamager of Warner 
Bros, and for years general assistant 
to Spyros Skouras supervising film 
buying. 

Status of Max Fellerman, as chief 
film buyer and booker for RKO the- 
atre operations, is not changed by 
the new appointment. 





| 
| Capt. Kaplan’s Army Chores 
Spartanburg, S. C., June 3. 
Capt. Arthur Kaplan, former New 
York (Fifth Ave. Playhouse) man- 
ager, was named theatres officer in 
charge of three Camp Croft houses 
here. Private George Refowich, for- 
mer manager of his family’s three 
Pennsylvania theatres, is assistant. 
At Pottsville, Pa., Refowich has been 
succeeded by his sister, Doris. 
Construction quartermaster, war 
department, Camp Croft, S. C., will 
receive bids until June 5 for con- 
struction of another theatre unit 
(Type Th-2), completion required by 
Aug. 30. 





Featherstone’s Acquisition 
Spokane, June 3. 
George Featherstone, pioneer 
operator here, 
‘from Allen Zell. 
Harry Smith, who operates in 


purchased the Rex 


{located in the area where the new 
Chrysler tank arsenal and other de- 
'fense industries are springing up, as 
well as new residential centers. 





Aiken Back in the Biz 
Pittsburgh, June 3, 

Charles Aiken, out of show biz sev- 
eral years, named manager of Harris- 
nos theatre in Jeannette, succeed- 
ing H. A. Doman. Aiken, one time 
Republic salesman in this district, 
has lately been sales rep locally for 
Sun Oil Co. At one time, he was 
Par manager in Atlanta and has also 
| represented various indie exhibs in 
several spots. 
| WB just acquired Alpine, Punxsu- 
tawney, from Harry Batastini. House 
| Was an indie and had no connection 
| with local Alpine circuit. 
‘recently announced plans for erection 
| of a new theatre at Marionville. Deal 
| gives Warners two houses in Punxsy, 
other being the Jefferson, which is 
| piloted by Mrs. Mariette McCartney, 
|only woman manager in WB chain. 
Two indie spots, Nu-Luna and 
|Gable in Sharon, merged in partner- 
ship agreement and will be operated 
by a new corporation known as 
Sharon Theatre Co. Harry Stahl, of 
| Nu-Luna, together with his brother, 
{Herman Stahl, Oil City exhib, rep- 
| resented first house and John Muller 
‘acted for the Gable in deal, which 
became effective Sunday (1). 
Charles Lynch, veteran theatre 
;man here, has joined the Harry 
Hendel organization as manager of 
| Hendel’s New Granada while Frank 
Reller becomes assistant to Marty 
Burnett, manager of Penn, for sum- 
mer. Temporarily replaces Walter 
Kessler, who will serve as relief 
manager in Loew district managed 
by Mike Cullen until Aug. 15. 

Briefies: J. Kenyon Reeds—he’s the 
Shingletown exhib—leaving for six- 
week vacation in California....Sam 
Rotbenstein, Cambridge Springs and 
West Aliquippa theatre owner, re- 
covered after serious operation.... 
Carolyn Leiberman, of WB theatre 
office and sister-in-law of Harry 
Kalmine, Warner zone manager, will 
be married to Jerry Goldberg early 
next month....Bob Kay new student 
salesman for M-G, coming here from 
Detroit office. 





Batastini 





Joins Canadian Air Force 
San Francisco, June 3. 

Joe DeMartini, Larkin theatre pro- 
jectionist, off to join the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. 

Walter McIntosh, travelling audi- 
| tor, perusing Paramount’s books and 
| working nights at it. 
| Paul R. Sprage’s Quincy theatre in 
; Quincy, fire-wrecked some months 

ago, completely refurbished in de 
luxe style. 

Rene C. Poirier, newcomer who 
built his own 320-seat Brisbane in 
Brisbane, near south San Francisco, 
finding local competitish tough. 
House debuted May 5, last-running 
with three changes weekly. 

George Seach, mainstay at RKO 
exchange since the days of Mutual, 
puffing a new pipe, a present from 
the staff at a surprise party tossed in 
honor of his 25th anniversary with 
the firm. 





Siegel Back in Buf 
Buffalo, June 3. 

Otto Siegel back with Universal 
exchange here after two years as 
| Omaha U branch manager. 
Riviera, Geneseo, managed for Kal- 
lett circuit by James Kelly. 
| Paul Schlageter promoted from 


,Metaline and Ione, Wash., has pur-|information clerk at Shea’s Buffalo 


chased the Rex, Newport. 


the Orpheum, slowly 
from major operation, 





WB Family BReopens 
Philadelphia, June 3. 
Stanley-Warners’ all-nighter, 
Family, 


Willard (Buck) Seal, manager of | 
recovering Variety Club secretary and Courier- 


| to assistant manager Shea’s Niagara. 
William FE. J. Martin, Buffalo 


| Express dramatic editor, will marry 
i this month. 


Walter Loeffler becomes manager 
|of Cataract, Niagara Falls, on trans- 


ill be re- 


the fer from Shea’s Bellevue. 
reopened last week after| 


New Grand, Westfield, 


being shuttered since its disastrous opened by Keller and Blakely June 
fire of two months ago. 
Dolde back at the helm, 
Allen Lewis, manager of the Dante, 
father of a daughter, his third. 
Vine streeters are getting set for 
clambake tossed by 


the annual 


Charles 15. 


Liberty, Syracuse, will be re- 
'modeled and redecorated over the 
|summer by Sam Weltman. 

| Colonial, Elmira, reopened after 


extensive renovation. 
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Product Once More Hypoes Chi: 


VARIETY PICTURE GROSSES 9 


First Rans on Broadway Memorial Day Weekend Boosts B way 





‘Wings -Vaude Fly to 456, Blood 


$15,000, ‘Sunny’ 





Chicago, June 3. 

Grosses around the loop are con- 
siderably better for a second consec- 
utive week. Basically, there is a real 
line-up of product strength through- 
out, with powerful films for all types 
of patrons. 

Topping the loop parade is ‘I 
Wanted Wings,’ which came in to 
meet a stream of great notices from 
the papers. It’s holding up the Chi- 
cago once more, and that mammoth 
arena will come through with a nifty 
take that will carry the picture 
through two weeks easily in this 
house, plus additional loop time else- 
where. 

Walt Disney gave up the Apollo on 
Sunday (1) after 14 weeks of ‘Fan- 
tasia’ and the house reverts to Bala- 
ban & Katz operation. Stays dark 
for a few days and then is slated to 
reopen on Thursday (5) with ‘Bad 
Man’ (M-G). Disney film started 
weakly, but built well towards the 
finish. 

Word on ‘Citizen Kane’ is getting 
around and the picture is now show- 
ing considerable strength in its stay 
in the Woods. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Bad Man’ (M-G). Comes in on 
Thursday (5). House now dark, 
shuttering on Sunday (1) after 14 
excellent weeks of ‘Fantasia’ (Dis- 
ney) (40-50-60-75-$1.10-$1.65), finish- 
ing to good $9,300. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) and _ stage 
show. Strictly the picture which is 
flying to brilliant $45,000 from pres- 
ent indications. Last week, ‘Penny 


Serenade’ (Col) was aided plenty by | 


the Dick Jurgens orchestra to come 
in with healthy $41,300. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Penny Serenade’ (Col). Moved 
here from the Chicago and is going 
to good $6,000. Last week, ‘Great 
Lie’ (WB), finished second week here 
and third in loop to okay $4,100. 

Oriental (Todd) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Eve’ (Par)-and “Topper Returns’ 
(UA). House is moving along alright 
under its new policy and currently 
will take $9,000. Last week, ‘Hardy’s 
Secretary’ (M-G) and ‘Rage Heaven’ 
(M-G), snappy $11,600. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘Scattergood 
Strings’ (RKO). Fine $12,500. Last 
week, ‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) and 
‘Black Cat’ (U) went 16 days for 
solid $12,300. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Blood Sand’ (20th). 
for $15,000, brilliant. Last week, 
‘Dictator’ (UA) finished a smashing 
four-week stay to excellent $10,800. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘Free Easy’ (M-G) and vaude with 
Willie Shore headlining. Fine $16,- 
000. Last week, ‘Go West’ (M-G) 
and ‘Grandfather’s Follies’ unit on 
stage, okay $13,400. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75 )—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Looking for $11,000, fine, 
after corraling beautiful $14,800 last 


"12446, Kane’ OK 





Heading 


cellent $5,000. Last week ‘Hamil- 
eal (UA) (2d run), sorry 
: Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G). Holding for 
second week and fourth week on 
main stem. Strong $3,000, same as 
for last (3d) week. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Blood Sand’ (20th). Good $11,000. 
Same last week on ‘Love Crazy’ 
(M-G). 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 50-75-$1- 
$1.50)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney). Ended 
10-day run Sunday (1) with a fair 
$9,500. Gross for first week was 
$6,000. Engagement was shorter than 
‘expected. House shuttered for sum- 
mer, 


Duchin Blows ‘Flame’ 
To $18,500, Cleve.; 
Bally Helps ‘Wings’ 


Cleveland, June 3. 
Eddy Duchin’s orchestra, winding 
‘up Palace’s vaude semester, and 
hypoing ‘Flame of New Orleans,’ is 
|kicking up biggest commotion in a 
|profitable holiday week for all 
houses. Magnetized such a smart 
‘weekend trade that the RKO de- 
luxer will experiment with another 
-name-band in mid-June. ‘I Wanted 
, Wings’ is a timely natural for the 
State, but ‘Blood and Sand’ is slower 
at Hipp. 
Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Broadcast’ (20th). Not improving on 
move-over, second round garnering 
average $3,000. Last week, ‘John 
Doe’ (WB) (3d wk), good $3,300. 











Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55)—Blood Sand’ (20th). Just okay 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Broadcast’ 


(20th), miserable $5,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) plus 
vaude. Eddy Duchin’s orchestra in 


the groove here, with swell opening | 


and weekend. Fine $18,500 on the 
platter. Last week, ‘Affectionately’ 
(WB) with Major Bowes’ unit, hardly 
hit $9,000, sad. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Wanted Wings’ (Par). Patriotic 
ballyhoo and miniature airplane con- 
test getting this one off the ground 
for satisfactory $11,000. Last week, 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G), affable $12,400. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G), moveover 


from State. Smart $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) (2d 
wk), $5,000. 





Omaha Better Despite 








Week of June 5 

Astor—‘Major Barbara’ 
(4th wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(30th wk). 

Capitol—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety May 14) 

Criterion—‘There’s Magic 
Music’ (Par). 
(Reviewed in Variety Feb. 26 as 

‘The Hard Boiled Canary’) 

Music Hall—‘Penny Serenade’ 
(Col) (3d wk). 

Palace—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
(6th wk). 

Paramount—I Wanted Wings’ 
(Par) (3d wk). 

Rialto—‘Nurse’s Secret’ 
(7). 

Roxy—‘Blood and Sand’ (20th) 
(3d wk). 

Strand—‘Million Dollar Baby’ 
(WB) (6). 

(Reviewed in Variery May 28) 

Week of June 12 

Astor—‘Major Barbara’ 
(5th wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(31st wk). 

Capitol-—‘Love Crazy’ 
(2d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Sunny’ (RKO). 

(Reviewed in Variety May 21) 

Palace—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
(7th wk). 

Paramount—‘One Night in Lis- 
bon’ (Par) (11). 

(Reviewed in Variety May 14) 

Roxy—‘Man Hunt’ (20th) (13). 

Strand—‘Million Dollar Baby’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 


Weather Aids Balto; 
‘Crazy’ 156, ‘Biood’ 
$8,000, Rest Solid 


Baltimore, June 3. 
and frigid weather kept 


(UA) 


in 


(WB) 


(UA) 


(M-G) 

















Rain 


them in town here over the week-| 


end and helped swell b.o. totals all 
j}around. Standouts being chalked up 
by ‘Blood and Sand,’ at the New, 
and ‘Love Crazy,’ 
tury. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44)—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G). Lots of 
newspaper mentions, and lots of b.o. 


lat $15,000. Last week, ‘Woman’s 
Face’ (M-G), fair $11,400. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) — (2,240; 


15-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Sunny’ (RKO) 
'plus Baer-Louis fight pix and stage 
layout headed by Howard & Shelton, 
Powers Models and Jimmie Walling- 
ton. Big $16,000. Last week, ‘Dare 
Not Love’ (Col) plus Woody Her- 
man orchestra, rather unexciting at 
$10,900. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) 
28-39-44)—‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Good $5,000, after solid open- 
ing round at $8,900. 

Maryland (McLaughlin) (1,500; 56- 


85-$1.11-$1.67) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney ) | 


|(3d wk). Started third stanza 
|Thursday (29), after steady total of 
| $9,300 for first two rounds. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Blood Sand’ (20th). Rosy 


at Loew’s Cen- 


(2,406; 15-| 


With Serenade’ $90,000, ‘Wings’ 506, 
Blood’ 456 Leading Ace Holdovers 





Memorial Day weekend gave the 
holdovers on Broadway a shot in 
the arm, theatres reporting holiday 
business even exceeding a year ago 
in some instances. The holdovers 
are doing best, after the terrific 
licking the whole Stem took from 
President Roosevelt's speech Tues- 
day (26) night, putting a 30-50% 
crimp in evening biz that day. 

‘Wings,’ with a sensational $50,000 
at the Paramount; ‘Penny Serenade,’ 
with a mighty $90,000 at the Music 
Hall; and ‘Blood and Sand,’ at the 
Roxy, -with a nifty $45,000, all 
climbed past opening week’s busi- 
ness in their second stanzas this 
week. All three also stay on for a 
third session. 


Along with these  holdovers, 
*‘Woman’s Face’ looks for a _ nice 
third week with $21,000, not far be- 
hind the second session at $23,000. 


Sole first-run is ‘Shining Victory,’ 
at the Strand, which is doing under 
$27,000 for the single week, with the 
same stage show as played with 
‘Affectionately Yours’ the previous 
session. House has been dragging 
near bottom now for three weeks 
or so, 


felt the influx of holiday crowds, 
Orson Welles picture at Palace 
climbing to $16,500 for the fifth 
week and ahead of the previous 
session, and the latter soaring to 
$11,500 for the 29th week, after 
$9,000 the preceding week. Pickup 
in the advance sale and the fact that 
Sunday and Monday ran ahead of 
the previous week makes ‘Fantasia,’ 
at the Broadway, a likely bet to stay 
on until at least the end of June. 
|Improvement of ‘Kane’ also indi- 
|eates a longer run than originally 
| planned. 

In much the same category is 
‘Major Barbara,’ at ‘he Astor, where 
it registered $15,000 in the third 
week as against $14,500 in the sec- 
ond stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 30-40-55-65) — ‘Bar- 
bara’ (U) (4th week). Swings into 
fourth week today (Wed.). Third 
session, which finished last night, 
| good for a healthy $15,500. This is a 
pickup over $14,500 in the second 
week, with the picture set for in- 
| definite run, likely well through the 
| summer. 
| Broadway (1,895; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (30th 
| week). Last week (29th) about $11,- 
| 500, hefty improvement over pre- 
| vious week’s $9,000. .Advance sale 
now running so strong that film may 
| be held here until the last of June. 
| Capitol (4,520; 35-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) 
,—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) (3d week). 
| Holidays bolstered third stanza biz 
;so that it held close to the second 
| week, at $21,000, splendid profit. 
Second session, $23,000, better than 
expected, making nearly $80,000 in 
view for three weeks, fine ‘Love 
Crazy’ (M-G) set to open tomorrow 


(Thursday ). 
| Criterion (1,662; 28-44-55-65)— 





in last Saturday when ‘Voice in 
Night’ (Col) faltered in second ses- 
sion; airplane thriller expected to 
grab excellent $8,500, best in some 


— ‘Voice’ took in $8,000 in nine 
ays. 
Palace (1,700; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 


$2.20)—-‘Kane’ (5th week). Holiday 
weekend pushed Welles’ film to $16,- 
500, plenty good and ahead of fourth 
week’s, $15,000. Biz around either 
figure may extend the run longer 
than originally intended. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-85-99)— 
‘Wings’ (Par), and on stage, Vaughn . 
Monroe orch, Hal Sherman, others 
(3d week). Soared to $50.000 in sec- 
ond week concluded last night, 
which is substantially ahead of the 
opening session figure of $46,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,960; 44- 
55-85-99-$1.65) — ‘Penny Serenade’ 
(Col) and stage show (2d week). 
With help of out-of-towners and 
Memorial Day, second week looks 
good for $90,000, healthy pickup over 
the first stanza’s $82,000, both highly 
profitable. ‘Serenade’ third session. 

Rialto (750; 28-44-55)—‘I’ll Wait 
for You’ (M-G) plus Laurel-Hardy 
comedy. Meagre $4,700 luoming, 


| patrons here i 
Both ‘Citizen Kane’ and ‘Fantasia’ ' e ns here not going tor feature 


despite presence of theatre‘s fave 
comedy duo. ‘Washington Melo- 
drama’ (M-G) and Louis-Baer fight 
film, mildish $5,500 preceding week, 

Roxy (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85) — 
‘Blood and Sand’ (20th) and stage 
show (2d week). Picked up per- 
ceptibly with the holiday weekend, 
with nifty $45,000 in sight for second 
stanza. Another instance of Memo- 
rial Day crowds pushing the second 
week business ahead of the first ses¢ 
sion, a profitable $37,000. Stays a 
third week. 

State *(3,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10) 
—Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (2d run) 
and Gus Arnheim orch, Rosario and 
Antonio, others on stage. Both film 
and band taking bows for good $20,- 
000, an improvement over recent 
week here. Last week, ‘Zanzibar’ 
(Par) (2d run) and Frank Libuse, 


Ben Cutler, others on stage, exe 
tremely mild $16,500. 
Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99) — 


‘Shining Victory’ (WB) and Wayne 
King orch, Dennis Morgan, others on 
stage (2d week). New screen at- 
traction brought in Friday with 
stage show continuing, pushed biz up 
to $26,500, so-so. Same stage show 
plus ‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB), 
mighty weak $21,500. ‘Million Dollar 
Baby’ (WB) opens Friday. 


RAIN HELPS MPLS. B.0.; 
‘FACE’-FIGHT FILM 116 


Minneapolis, June 3. 
Rain and cold the day before and 
during Memorial Day were a boon 
for the showhouses, keeping thou- 
sands of prospective motorists from 
taking out-of-town trips. ‘A Woman’s 
Face, and ‘I Wanted Wings’ are the 





4 ’ . : . . ’ j 

week. | Heat; ‘Blood Leader $8,000, a strong figure for limited | ‘Magic in Music’ (Par). Starts run b.o. winners. 

9110 e1 ess te | | seats here. Last week, ‘Broadcast’; this morning after mild week of Estimates for This Week 
-10-$1.65)—-"Kane’ ( WK). Perk- | (20th) (2d wk), added allright| ‘Power Dive’ (Par), expected to be| Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 28)— 

ing on fine word-of-mouth and going Omaha, June 3. | $3,800 to good opening sesh at $5,900.| below $4,500, meek. Previous week, | ‘pjondie Latin’ (fol) and ‘Strange 

currently to $8,000, neat, after en- | Omaha theatres successfully fought! Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44-| ‘Rookies on Parade’ (Rep), even | Ajipi’ (WB), dual first-runs. In for 


couraging $8,100 last week. off the usual Memorial day events to 


give the current week a lift in the 





‘WINGS’ AND ‘BLOOD’ 
EACH $11,000, CINCY 


Friends’ at the Orpheum is headed 
for the leading rally. 





ed early-summer hot spell. ‘I Want- | ‘Affectionately’ (WB) and ‘Singapore 


55)—‘John Doe’ (WB) (3d wk). Fair 
$5,500, after totalling an okay $23,600 
for previous brace. 


; worse at $4,200. 
| Globe (1,180; 28-35-55) — ‘Devil 
| Dogs of Air’ (WB). Reissue pushed 





Holiday Exodus Blasts Philly; 


five days and headed for nice $1,500. 
‘Queen’s Penthouse’ (Col) and ‘Mr. 


‘ Dynamite’ (U), also dual first-runs, 
| face of hot clear weather. Blood open today (3). Last week, ‘Murder 
and Sand’ plus ‘Murder Among Friends’ (20th) and ‘Wild Man 


Borneo’ (M-G), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘Vaquero’ (20th) and ‘Repent 


| $4,000. Last week, ‘People Kildare’ 


. >t 
Estimates for This Week — RKO), light $1,800 in 10 

Cincinnati, June 3. Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28- 
Holiday-padded weekend took sev- 25-35-40)—‘Knew Answers’ (Col), | . 9 6 3 39-44)—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
eral lengths of slack out of general ‘Dare Not Love’ (Col) and Baer-| az roa a OU | Mv here after good week at 
b.o. wilting caused by unprecedent- | Louis fight. Big $6,000. Last week * 9 |State, and may reach satisfactory 


ed Wings’ at the Albee, and ‘Blood 
and Sand’ at the Palace are in a/| 
dead heat for top biz. Only other 
fresh release, ‘Reaching for Sun,’ in 
the Grand, is floppo. 


Woman’ (WB), nifty $5,500. 


—‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) and ‘Shot in 
Dark’ (WB). Average $8,800. Last 
week ‘Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Scotland 





Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) | 


Philadelphia, June 3. 
Judging from the b.o.’s at down- 
town deluxers, nobody was in town 


(Col) (2d wk). 


|‘Penny Serenade’ 
Last week, profit- 


| Bouncy $12,500. 
| able $16,500. 


(M-G), bad $1,600. 

Esquire (Berger) (290; 28-35)— 
| ‘Virgin Bride’ and ‘School Husbands’ 
(French) (2d wk). Satisfactory 
$1,000 in prospect after good $1,400 


Indef run of ‘Fantasia’ at the , j , e- ori le ( ( ° ~46-57-68-75) | 5 2 

‘ Tard’ (20th), good $9,500. over the long three-day Memorial Earle (WB) (2,350; 35-46-57-68-75) | first week. 
y mga Map Sunday (1) on 10th “Tecan (Tristates) 3,000; 10-30-| week-end. Only the fact that it|—‘Singapore Woman’ (WB) with| Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)— 
Engage __ Ayes measured fair. 40)—‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Mur- drizzled Sunday and drove some of| Ciro Rimac orchestra and Romo Vin-| ‘Affectionately’ (WB). Okay $3,000. 
Home men ell short of expecta- der Friends’ (20th). Pretty good the vacationers home early, is saving | cent on stage. Will be lucky to hit| Last week, ‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G), 

r : $11,000. Last week ‘Love Crazy’) biz from a complete collapse. $18;500. Last week, ‘Adam’ (Col) | $2,300, fair. 
Estimates for This Week | (M-G) and ‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G),/ Only ‘Love Crazy’ at the Stanley,| with ‘Truth and Consequences’ and| Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28- 
? iqftibee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— | strong $9,500. ‘and ‘Penny Serenade’s’ h.o. at the| Victor McLaglen’s p.a, a paltry | 39-44)—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and 
Wanted Wings’ (Par). Good $11,000.! State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)—! Boyd and second week of ‘I Wanted $15,500. Louis-Baer fight pix. Much praise, 
Last week ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G), ‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Miss Jones’! wings’ at the Fox, are approaching! Fex (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)—| and en route to very big $11,000 for 


dull $8,000. 


(RKO) split with ‘Man Betrayed’ 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 


(Rep), ‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and ‘Free 


| anywhere near their house par. 
Estimates for This Week 


‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) 2d wk). Satis- 
| factery $12,300 after okay $16,500 for 


nine days. Last week, ‘Reaching Sun’ 
(Par), yanked after five days, terrible 








from Albee for second week. N.s.g.| $900. Last week ‘Eve’ (Par), ‘Girl, «Broadway Limited’ (UA). Getting} Karltom (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68)| State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- 
$3,500. Last week ‘Broadcast’ (20th) Guy’ (RKO), split with ‘La Zonga'| pienty of publicity, but little else —‘First Beau’ (Col). Puny $2,300.|44)—‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par). Swell 
“— run), poor $2,500. | U), ‘Vivacious Lady og and | with only a sour $8,000, in the till Last week, ‘Broadcast’ (20th), sub-|exploitation, lots of tie-ups, us 
aeae (RKO) (1,000; _15-28)— | ‘Dangerous Game’ (U), fair tas os) ‘for 10 days. Last week, ‘Topper Re-! standard $3,000. extra heavy newspaper ads. Stretc - 

nge Alibi’ (WB) and ‘South| Town (Goldberg) (1,500; turns’ (UA), all-time low $4,500 for Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68)—| ing toward nice $7,500. Last week, 


—‘Train Robbery’ (Rep), ‘Pals Pecos 
(Rep) and ‘Make Music’ (RKO) also 
Baer-Louis fight, triple, split with 
‘Flaming Lead’ (Cap), ‘Calling Hus- 


Panama’ (PRC), split with ‘Roundup’ 
(Par) and ‘Rookies Parade’ (Rep). | 
Normal $1,900. Ditto last week on. 
Vaquero’ (20th) and ‘Man Betrayed’ | 


|the second week. House closes after 
Sunday's showing (8) for the sum- 
mer. 
Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 


‘John Doe’ (WB) (2d run). Fair 
$4,500 for this try. Last week, ‘Ham- 
ilton Woman’ (UA), so-so $4,200 for 
second run. 


\‘Love Crazy’ (M-G), good $8,700. 
| Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39 j)—‘Zan- 
(Par). First neighborhood, 


| zibar’ hbo 
'showing, with big $3,000 indicated. 


(Rep), divided with ‘Singing Hills’ bands’ (WB) and ‘Code Range’ (Col), aed sa > | ( ( . -46-57-68) Last week ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ 
' (Rep)’ and ‘District Attorney’ (Rep). | ‘Play Girl’ (RKO), ‘Eve’ (Par). Fair —‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (MG) (2d run) (3d) Stanley (WB) 12.016. ao ier 500. | (M-G), fair $2.400. 
Grand (RKO) (1,430: 33-40-50)-— | $1,000. Last week ‘Ridin’ Rainbow’ wk). Getting $2,200 for this trip, ove Crazy r). ay : <), ‘Pp Steffes) (350: 28-39-44) 
‘Reaching Sun’ (Par) Terrible $2 | (Rep), ‘Jennie’ (20th), ‘Frisco Docks’, not bad under circumstances. ‘Flame Last week, ‘Affectionately (WB), | je Musi (Par) Fair $1 500 
500. Same last week on ‘Affection- | (U) triple split with ‘Shayne, De- of New Orleans’ (U) bowing tomor- sad $10,000. few a I “ee a peo 
ately Yours’ (WB) | tective’ (20th) ‘Hitch Hike Heaven’| row (Wed.) for second run. Last _ Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— ns +r pone oak i: Sauk wna 
Keith's (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) | (Cap) and_ ‘Rangers | Ride’ (Par), | week. ‘Ziegfeld’ snagged an ae | Se oe ee ool). seit Penuits’ | ‘Broadcast’ (20th) (2d wk), out after 
—‘Love Crazy’ -G).- ‘Sierra’ ‘Hudson's Bay’ (20th), | $2,600. | par ss Resiaga wg Prades aa 0 ; 
. at Big SAB oo lt ogy ool Bgl aalcamaaiaiatad I Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)—| (M-G), nsh. $4.000 for six days. | five light days to $200. 
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‘Crazy’ $36,500, Two 
Hub Spots; ‘Blood’ 





186, ‘Flame’ Fizzles 6 New Strong Pix Hypoing Anemic Boxoffices —‘Wings’ and 
‘Blood and Sand’ the Best—Powell-Loy, Crawford OK 


Boston, June 3. 
‘Love Crazy’ is turning in the best 
biz in town this week and easily out- 


running the field. ‘Blood and Sand’ . oe a al 
é 1eatre day, once described by a Bronx 
shows up as the next best bet. ‘Flame The ideal thea y 


Sf New Orleans’ is fizzling. exhibitor as ‘a holiday inet io aa — yon and — 
RKO-Boston ended its vaude sea- like rain, and doesnt,’ turned national boxoffice fig- 
gon Sunday (1), going to straight pix ures into more encouraging areas over the past week- 
for the summer. end. That old paradox, the cashier’s cage, reversed 
Estimates for This Week itself from the downbeat of the past few weeks and 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-44-55-65) there were smiles on the faces of showmen. 
—‘Paper Bullets’ (P. nO oe | But the reason for a better first-run showing gen- 
bs ng Py Mie pod Seemeune’ erally was not the weather. 
sage un oP ae ’ tributed to a more general release of six of the newer 
) and ‘Law Wolf’ tribute g 
iiss (in rand, three days. Okay films that are now spread-eagling the key-spots. In- 
$11,000, Last week, ‘Sell Life’ (Se- dication of their strength was to be read in the few 
lect) and ‘Red Head’ (Mono), with returns where they played last week. Collectively, 
stage show headed by Thurston they have lifted the average. 
magic and Dinah Shore, four day}, Best of the group is ‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par) which 
~ ome A 4 run) } nl days, $7,- is acting like a shot in the arm for many eps 
y > ‘ its military exploi- 
, off. |who are taking full advantage of i 
(M&P) (1,373; 28-39-44-55) | tation possibilities and profiting proportionately. It is 
—‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) and ‘Shot in | off to a good start (or healthy second week holdover) 
Dark’ (WB) (both continued run ij, 14 key centers. Correspondents made special men- 
from Met). mae Sf pat: na tion of the accompanying ballyhoo as a cause for bet- 
pie 3 ahs ye continued run ter business, in Detroit, Providence, ont erage ae 
i i lis. Holdovers include 
m Met), $4,000. burgh, Lincoln and Minneapo ‘ ' 
pg Ren (RKO) (2,900; 28- Baltimore, Buffalo and Philadelphia. Kansas City 
39-44-55) —‘Flame New oie (Newman's) held the picture two weeks. 
and ‘Too Many Blondes’ (U). 1d | ‘Blood and Sand’ Virile B.O. 
ding to a pod Se PE onl 9 Next in strength is ‘Blood and Sand’ (20th-Fox), the 
woke ie oe , Technicolor-tinted special starring Tyrone Power in 
ou Majestic (Shubert) . (1,014; 75- the role once played to smash business by Valentino. 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKO) (2d wk). Only New York (Roxy) is on the holdover list but the 
Continues along same level of open- returns from the cities now playing justify extended 
ing week. Disappointing $8,000. ‘engagements generally, The survey: Boston, big; 
Metropolitan 2 pn Bisa Kansas City, strong; San Francisco, best in town; Cin- 
a nly AB Retasiinat cinnati, good; Detroit, terrific; Chicago, brilliant; 
quenge gait, except for socko holi- Omaha, good; Cleveland, only fair; Baltimore, rosy; 
day biz, which will boost it to around Los Angeles, big (two theatres); Lincoln, above aver- 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Wanted Wings’ age, and Portland, O., the town’s leader. 


(Par) and ‘Shot Dark’ (WB), $15,000.; ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) is hitting a satisfactory groove 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- | 





Capitol, and has 
don suggested by 
everywhere. The 


big; Philly, okay, 
Rather it may be at- lis, 


selections. ‘Face’ 
the week, is a w 


from Universal. 


‘Buck Privates.’ 


Hours Leave?’ 
There waS war 


San Francisco, 
Buffalo and Pittsburgh. 

Metro’s other starrer, Joan Crawford in ‘A Woman’s 
Face,’ is a much stronger attraction than trade estimates 
rated it after previews and first showings. It has stood 
up for three weeks in San Francisco, three in New 
York, and completed holdovers in Cincinnati, Provi- 
dence and Chicago, Exhibitors find satisfaction in the 
Crawford ‘comeback.’ 
grosses of five and six years ago when she was box- 
office dynamite in a series of action pictures, The dip 
in her boxoffice record came with 


NATIONAL B. O. SUMMARY 


in initial engagements, being held over in nearly all 
spots. It opens tomorrow (Thurs.) on Broadway at the 


yet to play Chicago. With the aban- 
its title, it is registering satisfactorily 
public is faithful to the starring team 


of William Powell and Myrna Loy. In Boston, immense 
(two houses); Kansas City, class of the town; Baltimore, 


and good second weeks in Minneapo- 
Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 


They remember those heavy 


unhappy role 
is melodrama. So is Crawford. 


In the offing, with a few scattered showings during 


hole convoy of boxoffice materiel in 


the form of ‘In the Navy,’ new Abbott-Costello comedy 


None of the big first runs (except 


where it was sold in advance against them) will pass 
up this one. First showings occurred during the past 
week. In Louisville, best in town; San Francisco, fine; 
Providence, big; Seattle, great; Indianapolis, okay. An- 
other week will tell the story whether it is as big as 


Other studios have tackled the war 


film seriously—and have burned their fingers. Universal | 
has approached the subject from the light, human side. 
There is precedent, Remember Chaplin in ‘Shoulder 
Arms’ and Douglas MacLean and Doris May in ‘23% 


then, too. And a public that flocked 


to theatres—when the marquees looked inviting. 











PORT. CHIPPER; ‘BLOOD’ | ‘FACE’ $7,000, MONTREAL 





55)—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Rage | 
Heaven’ (M-G). Opened to standee 
trade and played to near-capacity 
crowds right through weekend, au- 





guring spiffo $20,000. Last week, | ‘Dp? ’ _B. O. Not Very Good-—‘Ziegfeld’ 2d 

‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and! 8,000, B CAST 6,800 aonay See 

‘Queen’s Penthouse’ (Col), $17,000, | Montreal. J " 
ue ontreal, June 3. 

. Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- Portland, Ore., June 8. | Grosses running somewhat below 

44-55) —Wanted Wings’ (Par) and Music Box, usually a second run average. Best take being registered 

‘Shot Dark’ (WB) (both continued | | by ‘Woman’s Face’ at the Palace. 


house, is in the chips this week with Estimates for This Week 
‘Fantasia’ at roadshow prices. ‘Blood _yis Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 43-88)— 
and Sand’ is getting a fine figure at | tenets (RKO), Started Monday 
Paramount, while ‘Broadcast’ at the | (2). 
witcha poi | Palace (CT) (2,700; 
p g. i |*Woman’s Face’ (M-G). 
Estimates for This Week |Last week, ‘Broadcast’ 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- $6,500. 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 


run from Met). Good $8,000. Last 
week, ‘John Doe’ (WB) and ‘Strange 
(WB) (both continued from 
Met), $6,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55) 
—‘Lovy Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Rage|} 
Heaven’ (M-G). Very strong $16,500. | 
Last week, ‘Hamilton bsg 8 oS. | 
and ‘Queen‘s Penthouse’ ol), 7) = ’ ‘ 
000, nag bys , vine ged — Pascagetey ~4 — Flame New Orleans’ (U) and ‘Dou- 

Translux (Translux) (900; 15-25-|OUlsiana (hep). Okay 9é,owv. Mast ble Date’ (U). So-so $5,000. Last 
44)—'Chinese Den’ (Allied) and ‘Sins | week, ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) held 10| week, ‘Affectionately’ (WB) and 
Children’ (GN) (reissue), four days.| days on its second stanza for great | ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB), fair $5,500. 
Tallying okay $2,000, with good start | gg 999. | Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
on holiday (30), Last week, ‘Voice | M —— Qa | ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Good 
Dark’ (Col) and ‘Great Guy’ (GN) aytar pe hg tg 7 
(reissue) (10 days), $5,300, very | 500; 35-40-50) —‘John Doe 


30-45-62 )— 
Good $7,000. 


(WB) | week. 


(20th), nice | 


‘CRAZY’ LEADS. STRONG 
KC. WITH BIG $11,000 


Kansas City, June 3. 

Holiday week-end brought bright- 
|est array of attractions town has had 
‘in weeks. Films in every spot are 
| good, 
|stage show topping. Biggest gross 
goes to ‘Love Crazy’ at the Midland. 
Stage engagement of Ted Lewis at 
the Tower marks one of few times 
in two years house has veered from 
‘its established any-seat-anytime for 


30c. For this week only it’s a top of 
50c including taxes. 


| Estimates for This Week 
| Esquire and Uptown (820 and 





$6,000 after very strong $10,000 last 2,043; 10-28-44)—‘Blood Sand’ (20th). | 


|Got nice start on Wednesday (28) 


and Tower has Ted Lewis | 














okay. 


‘KID’ BREEZY $13,000, 
BUFFALO STRONGER 


Buffalo, June 3. 

No peaks in evidence on this ses- 
gion’s 
draft is raising the numerals to sat- 
isfactory altitudes at all gates. ‘Billy 
the Kid’ at the Buffalo is the frame’s 
standout. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Magic Music’ 
(Par). Riding for a breezy round- 
up of $13,000. Last week ‘Love 
Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Beauty’s Sake’ 
(20th), satisfactory and more, $11,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55)— 
‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) and ‘Nurse’s 
Secret’ (WB) (2d wk). Combo looks 
good for a neat $9,000. Last week 
plenty of zing at $11,500. 








Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45 )—‘Love | 


Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Beauty’s Sake’ 
(20th) (2d run). Nice $7,000. Last 
week ‘John Doe’ (WB) and ‘Knock- 
out’ (WB) (2d run), fair $5,500. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
— ‘Cheyenne’ (U) and ‘Man Lost’ (U). 
Close to $7,000, neat. Last week) 
‘Dare Not Love’ (Col) and ‘Queen’s 
Penthouse’ (Col), under mediocre 
$5,000. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
55)—‘Met Argentina’ (RKO) and 
‘Laff America’ on stage. Snug $11,- 
000. Last week (30-44c) ‘Devil Dogs’ 
(WB) and ‘Singapore Woman’ (WB), ! 
peppy $8,000. 


Bennett’s Next ‘Aldrich’ 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Second directorial start for Hugh 
Bennett on the Paramount lot is 
‘Henry Aldrich for President,’ next 
in the series generally titled ‘Mr. | 
Aldrich’s Boy, in which he began | 
his piloting career after serving time 
as a film editor. 

Series goes along with the same 
cast, including Jimmy Lydon, John 
Litel, June Preisser, Mary Anderson 
- and Charlie Smith. 





ee Oe me 


sie 


andscape, but the general up- | 


m.o. from Paramount for a third Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— opening, and looks to turn in strong 


. : ‘Magic Music’ (Par) and ‘Monster, | $9,000, earning itself a holdover. Last 
Se ri "aL Nye Girl’ (Par). Weak $3,000. Last | week, ‘Model Wife’ (U) and ‘Black 
Model Wife U) an ac at | week, ‘Man Lost’ (U) and ‘Mr. Dyna- | Cat’ (U), slight $5,000. 

(U), fair $3,000. mite’ (U), poor $2,500. | Midland. (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 


| 


(Hamrick-Evergreen)| Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 

(RKO) |‘Miss Bishop’ (UA). Good $3,500. 
*| Last week, ‘Pot Gold’ (UA) (2d wk.), 

fair enough $2,000. 

| Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 

(600; 30-60)—‘Recif de Corail’ (3d 

wk.). No better than $800 expected, | 


| Music Box 
| (900; 55-$1.50) — ‘Fantasia’ 
| Looks like strong $6,000 for this 
'usually second run spot. 
| Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Broadcast’ (20th) 
and ‘Dead Men Tell’ (20th). Heavy weak, after feeble $900 last week. 
$6,800. Last week, ‘Wanted Wings’ St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
'(Par) closed a second week for 30-40)—Les Petites Alliees’ and ‘Jim 
| great $4,500. La Houlette.’ Good $4,000 in sight. 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) Last week, ‘Fedora’ and ‘Anchois de enough after stronger opening week. 
' (3,000; 35-40-50 )—‘Blood Sand’ (20th) Bombes,’ good $4,300. | Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30-40-50) 
and ‘Shot Dark’ (WB). Great $8,000. |-Rookies Parade’ (Rep) and Ted 
Last week, ‘John Doe’ (WB) closed , Lewis and orchestra on stage. One 


a eeaed aun “ae winniag ae. | B'RLYN BOWS 10 CONEY; |simt egret nie sree ities to 


| United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 


—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Chance’ (Col). Going over 
nicely to $11,000, best house has had 
in weeks. Last week, ‘Pot Gold’ (UA) 
and ‘Kildare People’ (M-G), finished 
better than expectations at $9,000. 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44)—‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB). 
Not registering too strongly at $6,300, 
but also not bad. Last week, ‘Wanted 
Wings’ (Par) (2d wk), $4,800, good 





| 40-50) — ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) ° to top $10,000, very big here, Last 
(Ist wk) and ‘Dictator’ (UA) (4th ‘JONES’ $18 000 BEST week, *Vaquero’ (20th), with Gene 
wk). Nice $6,000. Last week, ‘Dic- 3 Austin heading stage show, good | 





tator’ took a high $4,900. | $6,800. 


Brooklyn, June 3. | 
| APRIL WAGES UP Holiday affected downtown delux- | Par Pays $5,000 For 
30-Min. Radio Meller 


ers plenty. Most citizens got out of 
$702,190 That Month Marks Increase town or headed for Coney’s board- | 
of $103,909 | walk and result was hard on 1 

Paramount last week paid ap- 

proximately $5,000 for screen rights 























| hibitors. Top dough this stanza gar- | 

ae nered by the RKO Albee showing} 

; Holly wood, June 3. ‘Devil and Miss Jones’ and ‘Ride on 

Wages paid studio workers during Vaquero.’ roy . tag Be, 
April increased $103,909 over the. ad Thi k Oo a radio story. arn, by illiam 
preceding month for a total of aie ee nes 574; 25-85-50) Pa Bowers, called ‘Man in the Street,’ 
$702,190, it is disclosed by the Cali- «yiss Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Vaquero’ Comprised the half-hour episode of 
fornia Labor Statistics bureau. Pay- (20th). Okay $18,000. Last week, | the Manhattan at Midnight show 
off is exclusive of that drawn by ‘Broadcast’ (20th) and ‘Repent Leis- aired May 7. Program is sponsored 
talent and executives. ure’ (RKO), nice $17,000. | by Energine on the NBC Blue. 

og ; Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 25-35-50) —)} Warner Bros. is negotiating for 

Payroll rose 13.8% over April of - poy 
last year, with a 7.1% increase in \Wagons Roll, (WO) ang ei id0g0. | and expected to buy ‘A House at 
the number of workers employed. —_ — won $16,000. air wv. | Peace,’ by Charles Morgan. Yarn, 
Average. weekly salary was pegged “Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 25-35-50)—'Pot Witten in England, was, formerly 
at $47.36, or a-6.3% boost over-last Gold’ (UA) and ‘Bad Man’ (M-G),| Called ‘The Empty Room.’ It is to 
year, Good $16,000. Last week, ‘Ziegfeld | b€ serialized in Red Book and then 
Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Man-Made Mon- published as a book. Asking price 

ster’ (U) (2d wk), okay sie R00, ~ | is $40,000. 
. Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- | 
Butler Busy on Kyser Pic .,)*t"eecching Sun’ (Par) and|  Huston’s WB Tripl 
Hollywood, June 3. ‘Rookies Parade’ (Rep). | Quiet ipie 

In addition to producing and di- $15,000. Last week, ‘John Doe’ (WB) Hollywood, June 3. 
Warners handed John Huston a 


recting the next Kay Kyser picture 22d ‘Comes Happiness’ (WB) (3d 


at RKO, David Butler is collaborat- WX), attractive $13,000, | 
ing with James V. Kern on the Mn «tance soe ae ce ed Big (tector and producer. 
screenplay. | Boss’ (Col). Dull $3,500. Last week,| First chore under the new agree- 


Currently he is wriffng in an | ‘Horror Island’ (U) and ‘Invisible | ment is the director task on wen 


added part for Lupe Velez. Ghost’ (Mono), quiet $4,000. of Malta’. 
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* | 

three-way contract as writer, di- | 
y | ‘Strange Alibi’ 

| Heidt orchestra. Terrific $19,000 for 


Cool Weather Peps 
Detroit; ‘Blood’ Wow 
266, ‘Wings’ $17,000 


Detroit, June 3. 
(Best Exploitation: Michigan) 


Cool weather over the long Dec. 
oration Day holiday, improved prod- 
uct, energy in the exploitation de- 


partments, and a general perking up 
_of spending and no large strikes aj] 
seem to be factors in the Detroit im- 
‘provement. The Fox is shooting up 
|to great grosses with ‘Blood and 
Sand’ combined with ‘Naval Acad- 
emy, catching a further lift after 
the long weekend by bringing in 

‘Dr. I. Q’ on Monday (2) for a six. 
week stand. 

Michigan, too, is catching a nice 

lay after the doldrums with its ‘I 

anted Wings,’ and ‘Honeymoon for 
, Three.’ House also gets the exploita- 
tion nod by getting Selfridge Field 
fliers to put on two aerial circuses 
over Detroit on day ‘I Wanted 
Wings’ opened at a Thursday mid- 
night show. A private plane went 
up to stream out a banner hooking 
up the Army fliers with the picture. 
Other tie-ups were a banquet for 
notables at the field, plentiful win- 
dow displays, a fighting plane on dis- 
play in the downtown area, and a 
Mayoral proclamation of ‘Flying 
Cadet Week.’ About the only thing 
they didn’t get was a black-out. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
'—Broadcast’ (20th) (3d wk.) and 
‘Voice in Night’ (Col). Nice $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) 
| (3d wk.) and ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th), 
dull $4,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Naval 
Academy’ (Col) with ‘Dr. I. Q” on 
stage after June 1. Terrific $26,000 
_in sight. Last week ‘Broadcast’ (20th) 
and ‘Dare Not Love’ (Col) (2d wk.), 
so-so $12,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55 )—‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) and 
‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB). Big $17,- 
000. Last week, ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G), 
light $12,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-55)—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G) 
| (2d wk.). Bill moved from Michigan 
;looks for fair $8,500. Last week, 
‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Hamil- 
ton Woman’ (UA), unexciting $7,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-55)—Billy Kid’ (M-G) 








i 
| 


and ‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G). Okay 
$12,000 and probable holdover. Last 
week, ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and 


‘Wait for You’ (M-G) (2d wk.), put 
nice $9,000 behind choice $14,000. 


HARRIS WEST TO 0.0. 
| NEW LA. VARIETY TENT 


| 








Pittsburgh, June 3. 

| John H. Harris, head of Harris 
Amusement Co. and president of na- 
tional Variety Clubs, is leaving this 
| week for Hollywood to organize a 
Tent, which will be the 24th in 
showmen’s organization. Walter 
Wanger, UA producer, has expressed 
a desire to be in on the beginnings 
of a Variety Club on the Coast, and 
is expected to work with Harris in 
laying the groundwork. 

Hollywood was picked as scene of 
1942 Variety Club convention on as- 
surance from number of Coast peo- 
ple, including Wanger afid Walter 
Pidgeon, that a Tent would be 
formed there in meantime. 





‘Alibi’-Heidt Record 
$19,000, Indianapolis 


Indianapolis, June 3. 
|. Horace Heidt band setting a new 
(house record at the Lyric, with 
|‘Strange Alibi’ on the screen, and 
| with the help of a 50c top over the 
|40c high when they set the previous 
highest pace a couple of years ago. 
Big 3,100-seat Indiana quietly put up 
the shutters for the summer after the 
final show Sunday (1), with lack of 
product given as the reason. Other 
houses are showing signs of return- 
tng life after several weeks with a 
low pulse. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
_40)—‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Too Many 
Blondes’ (U). Okay $7,800. Last 
| week, ‘Millicn Dollar Baby’ (WB) 
and ‘Magic Music’ (Par), poor $3,800. 

Indiana (Katz-Dole) (3,106: 25-30- 
| 40 )—Shuttered for the summer, Last 
| week, ‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) held 
over for an extra three days to get 


|the weekend biz before closing, but 


not so good at $7,500 for the entire 
10 days. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
“‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Washing- 
ton Melodrama’ (M-G). Okay $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Pot Gold’ (UA) and 
‘People Kildare’ (M-G), so-so $6,000. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 30-40-50)— 
(WB) and Horace 


new house record. Last week, ‘Miss- 
ing Days’ (Col) and Lou Breese 
orchestra, fair $8,500. 
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Holiday, Product Help Frisco; Blood 





$1750, ‘Navy’ $15.00, Kid’ $13.00 


hy 


San Francisco, June 3. 

With Saturday proclaimed a holi- 
day and banks closed, Frisco houses 
faced a three-day Memorial week- 
end which gave the customers ample 
opportunity to trek out of town. 
Weather, however, cooperated, 
threatening rain which kept a lot of 
them in the city. Every downtown 
acer got off to a good start Friday, 
Memorial Day, with biz terrific but 
Sunday slumped badly. Exhibs gen- 
erally lined up heavy ammunition, 
Fox breaking with ‘Blood and Sand,’ | 
the Warfield opening ‘Billy the Kid,’ | 
and the Orpheum using ‘In the) 
Navy.’ 

Roadshow of ‘Citizen Kane’ at the 
Geary is running ahead of expecta- 
tions. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Bride 
Crutches’ (20th). Okay $17,500. Last 
week, ‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) and) 
‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th) (2d wk), 
finished only fair at $9,000. 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 35-75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKO). Second week 
starts today (3). First week just 
under $9,000, excellent. Opening 
night got $1,060 on a single perform- 
ance. Tremendous ovation given both 
picture and Welles personally, when | 
spotted in audience, got things off to 
an electric start, reaction being noted | 
following morning with sudden jump! 
in ticket sale. However, ‘Kane’ is, 
still considerably below ‘Fantasia’ | 
which played the same house at the 
same scale just ahead, and took | 
$14,000 on the first week. | 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—‘Sunny’ (RKO) and Ray Bolger | 
on stage. Both doing a job, which 
means around $16,000. Last week, | 
‘Little Men’ (RKO) and Ella Logan, 
Butch-Buddy and Nick Lucas, top- 
ping $14,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50 )—In Navy’ (U) and ‘Mr. Dyna- 








mite’ (U). Off to a big start, and 
sighting $15,000. Last week, ‘Dare 
Not Love’ (Col) and ‘First Beau’ 


(Col), succumbed after five days to 
a cruel $4,300, 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50 )—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘People 
Kildare’ (M-G) (2d wk). Only hold- 
over on the street this week, and 
headed for a nice $11,000. First week, 
nifty $17,000. 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50) — ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and 
‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G) 
(moveover). About $4,700 for this 
combo’s third first-run week. Last 
week, ‘Broadcast’ (20th) and ‘Flight 
Destiny’ (WB) (moveover), died} 
grasping for $4,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40-50) — ‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA).| 
Fine $11,500 probable. Last week, | 
‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) gave up | 
ghost after nine days with sad $8,000. | 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) | 
—Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Reaching 
for Sun’ (Par). Excellent $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G); 
and ‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), satisfactory $9,000. 


DEFENSE WORKERS HELP 
L’VILLE; ‘NAVY’ $9,000 


a Louisville, June 3. | 
Biz is holding up quite s@tisfac- | 
torily this week, considering the hot | 
weather, and outdoor diversions. 
Defense workers are spending freely, 
and biz Saturday and Sunday (31-1) 
was swell. ‘In the Navy’ had ’em 
standing up first two days, and with 
any kind of breaks, should get a fine 
profit. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40) —‘Wanted Wings’ 








(Par ) and Louis-Baer fight pix 
(RKO). Fine $3,000 with fight film 


lending plenty of help. Last week, 
Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Penalty’ 


(M-G), medium $1,800 on third 
downtown week. 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-25) 


—‘Miss Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Nice Girl’ 
(U). All right $1,200. Last week, 
Footsteps’ (WB) and ‘Western Union’ 
(20th), average $1,300. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300: 15- 
30-40)—‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and ‘Wash- 
ington Melodrama’ (M-G). Fair 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Hamilton Woman’ 


(UA) and ‘Queen’s Penthouse’ (Col), 
ditto. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) (re- 
issue), Should manage excellent 
$3,800. Last week, ‘Million Dollar 


Baby’ (WB), satisfactory $3,700. 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Too Many | 
Blondes’ (U). Had turnaway biz} 
Saturday-Sunday, and pulling hefty 
male trade. Looks to ring the bell 
for slick $9,000. Last week, ‘Wanted 
Wings’ (Par) and Louis-Baer fight 
pix, fine $8,000 and moveover. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Man Made Monster’ (U) and 
Horror Island’ (U). All right $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) 
and ‘Rookies Parade’ (Rep), ditto. | 


| $1.65) — ‘Kane’ 


'while ‘She Knew 


i tier Crusader’ 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
We SOME ccaduceax. $1,663,600 
(Based on 25 cities, 174 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
| a & 
Total Gross Same Week 





 ® | Seer $1,573,000 
(Based on 26 cities, 178 theatres) 
— ————— 








Visitors, Rain Boost 
Wash; ‘Baby’-Vaude 
$18,000, ‘B’cast’ 176 


Washington, June 3. 
Heavy influx of holiday visitors, 
biggest since cherry blossom festival, 





did theatre business some good. Sev- | 


eral days of rainy weather drove 
tourists into the show houses to bring 
out a few wan smiles on managers’ 
faces, giving new pictures impetus 
with good weekend. Slump: fs still 
here, however. 

Surprise of the week, perhaps, is 
‘Million Dollar Baby,’ at Earle, which 
is nosing into lead over Capitol’s 
‘Great Broadcast.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Broadcast’ (20th), plus stage show. 
Just fair $17,000. Last week, ‘Pot 
Gold’ (UA), floppo $13,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (2d run). Broke a 
house record Friday and should see 
excellent $6,500. Last week, ‘Ziegfeld 
Girl’ (M-G) (2d run), managed well 
enough for fourth week at $3,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 


|‘Mildion Dollar Baby’ (WB), plus no- 


name vaude. Looks like very good 
$18,000. Last week, ‘John Doe’ (WB) 
(2d wk), below expectations, but fair 
enough $11,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 75-$1.10- 
(RKO) (3d wk). 
Dribbling off to $6,000. Last week, 


slightly better than hoped for, but | 


still n.s.g. $8,500. 

National (1,300; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65 )— 
‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (4th wk). Should 
net $10,000, after last week’s $11,- 
500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)— 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Satisfactory $12,000. Last week, 
skidded a bit but still led town with 
$15,500. 





‘Blood’, ‘Wings’ $3,500 


Tie for Lincoln Lead 


Lincoln, Neb., June 3. 


Town's theatre coin this week is 
undergoing a threeway split. I 
Wanted Wings’ and ‘Blood and Sand 


are both going strong for the Para- | 


mount-Cooper Stuart and Lincoln, 
All Answers’ is 
just a shade behind at the Noble- 
Federer Varsity. Biz generally is 
back on its feet after a wobbly ses- 
sion the past few times out. 

Summer really starts here this 
week as Nebraska U, Nebraska 
Wesleyan, and Union College dis- 
miss for the summer, releasing 
nearly 10,000 students. 


Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) ! 
(750: 10-15)—‘On Trial’ (WB) and 
‘Saddlemates’ (Rep), split with 


‘Torchy Dynamite’ (Vita) and ‘Fron- 
(PRC). Nice $1,000. 
Last week. ‘Secret Service’ (WB) 
and ‘Daniel Boone’ (Col), split with 


| *Nobody’s Children’ (Col) and ‘Sing- 
ling Hill’ (Rep), fair $900. 


Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-25-40) — ‘Blood Sand’ (20th). 


Socko matinee biz and stocky femme 
trade at night will bring $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) ran 


nine days for $4,600, exceedingly 


powerful. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) 
(1,236; 10-20-25)— ‘Dead Men Tell’ 
(20th) and ‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th). 
Below-average $1,500 Last week, 
‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Three 


Men Texas’ (Par), slumped to $1,200. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-25-40) — ‘Wanted Wings’ (Par). 
Nice exploitation with air corps 
here will net hefty $3,500. Last 
week, ‘People Kildare’ (M-G), sad 
$1,800 on five-day trip. 

Varsity  (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 
10-25-40) — ‘Knew Answers’ (Col). 
Heading for very satisfactory $3,300. 
Last week, ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA), 
allright $3,000. 


Lucille Ball Tops 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Lucille Ball gets the star role in 
‘Passage to Bordeaux,’ based on a 
short novel now being written by 
Budd Schulberg. RKO bought the 
screen rights after reading the syn- 
opsis. 

Robert Stevenson is director. 





‘B'CAST’ 9G, DENVER 





0. 6144G 
; _._ Denver, June 3. 

Biz fair, with ‘Great American 
| Broadcast’ at the Denver getting the 
| most money. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 
‘John Doe’ (WB), after a week at the 
| Denver. Good $5,000. Last week, 
| ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col), after a week 
ie the Denver, same. 


Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25) — 
‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Northwest 
Passage’ (M-G). Poor $2,300. Last 
week, ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and 
‘Repent Leisure’ (RKO), after a 
week at the Orpheum, fair $2,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) (2d week). 
Fine for second trip, $6,500. Last 
week, good $8,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40) — 
‘Broadcast’ (20th) and ‘Strange Alibi’ 
(WB). Good $9,000. Last week, 
‘John Doe’ (WB), nice $10,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
|'—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Washing- 
ton Melodrama’ (M-G) (2d wk). Sat- 
‘isfactory $8,000. Last week, fine 
$11,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) and “Too Many 
‘Blondes’ (U). Good $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Dare Not Love’ (Col) and 
| ‘Thieves Night’ (WB), ditto. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Penny 
Serenade’ (Col), after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Un- 
der Age’ (Col), good $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Great Lie’ (WB), after a week 
at each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Big Boss’ (Col), good $2,100. 


Seattle Turns The 
B. 0. Corner; ‘Navy’ 
$8,700, Rest Okay 


Seattle, June 3. 

Biz at the showshops, which has 
been off since Easter, made the first 
turn toward a comeback this week. 
‘Hamilton Woman,’ ‘Love Crazy,’ and 
‘In the Navy’ are running neck and 
neck for top money. 

Estimates for This Week 




















| 
} 


(850: 58-87-$1.15-$1.50) — ‘Fantasia’ 
(RKO), minus special Fantasound. 
Around $5,500 with weekend help- 
ing, but still disappointing. May hold. 
'Last week (30-40-50), ‘Miss Jones’ 
(RKO) and ‘Washington Melodrama’ 
(M-G) (2d wk), fair $2,100. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(21-35)—“Topper Returns’ (UA) and 
|‘Eve’ (Par) (2d fun), with Louis- 
Baer fight pix. Good $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Sea Wolf?’ (WB) and ‘Road 
Show’ (UA) (2d run), brutal $2,000. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2.349: 30-40-50) — ‘Love Crazy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th). 


Big $8,400. Last week, ‘Pot Gold’ 
(UA) and ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th), 


slow $4,500. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA). Big news- 
paper campaign lifting take to great 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Horror Island’ 
(U) and ‘Man Made Monster’ (U), 
$4,400, good. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850: 30-40-50)—‘Pot Gold’ (UA) and 
‘Scotland Yard’ (20th) moved over 
from Fifth for a second week. Fair 
$2,600. Last week, ‘Wanted Wings’ 
(Par) and ‘Magic Music’ (Par) (2d 
wk), fair $2,300. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-50)—‘In Navy’ (U) and 
‘Vaquero’ (20th). Headed for great 
$8,700. Last week, ‘Cheyenne’ (U) 
and ‘Thieves Fall’ (WB), 
slow. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40) 
—‘Singapore Woman’ (WB) and 
‘Lucky Devils’ (U), plus vaude. Fair 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Singing Hill’ 
(Rep) and ‘Miami Revue’ on stage, 
fair $4,300. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039: 30-40-50)—Broadcast’ (20th) 
and ‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Terrible $2,500 in five days of h.o. 
semester. Last week, $4,700, fair. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-35)— 
‘Night Rio’ (20th) and ‘Adam’ (Col) 
(2d run). Big $2,500. Last week (30- 
40-50), ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) (2d wk), 
$2,900, good. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and 
‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G) (2d run). Good 
$2,300. Last week, ‘Thing Called 
Love’ (Col) and ‘Behind News’ 
(Rep) (2d run), $1,800, slow. 
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Burton Departs 20th 


Hollywood, June 3. 

| David Burton wound up a year’s 
|work as director at 20th-Fox, and 
checked out after completing ‘Pri- 
vate Nurse.’ 

| Other jobs during his 12-month 
stay in Westwood were ‘Manhattan 
Heartbeat,’ ‘Jennie’ and 
'Who Wouldn’t Talk.’ 


| ‘Crazy’ 2d Good $8,000 — ‘Lisbon’ 


25-40) — | 


| front of old post-office. 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


$3,600, | - 


‘The Man | 








Broadway Grosses 


| Estimated Total Gross 
Zaie Week... 2i24s $314,300 








(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Sod Seer... $275,700 | 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


Pitt. Plantiskes In 
Rain; ‘Baby’ - Vaude 




















Pittsburgh, June 3. 
(Best Exploitation: Penn) 
First-runs can thank a 





cool, 


| $16,000 on the stanza. 


L.A. Goes to Pieces; Blood’ Okay 
$27,000, Two Spots, ‘Baby’ Poor 
$13,500, Sophie Helps ‘KO’ to 116 





Los Angeles, June 3. 
Three-day holiday spelled mostly 
gloom. for local houses with takes 
nothing to brag about. Business held 
up fairly strong on Memorial Day, 
but sagged Saturday and Suriday 
with hundreds of thousands hitting 


| the beaches and mountain resorts. 


State theatre, with ‘Blood and 
Sand,’ is only downiown acer hold- 
ing up and looks headed for good 
Its day-dater, 
Chinese, is not doing so well and will 
be lucky to reach $11,000. 

Biz throughout the state varied 
over the holiday period. But most- 
ly grosses were up Friday and down 


Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 83- 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(18th wk). On strength of ‘final 
days’ advertising, will hit excellent 


1736, ‘Wings’ $1 5,000 hae and Sunday. 


sprinkly Decoration Day (30) for a $8,700. Last week, okay $6,500. 
break this week. Victor McLaglen-~ 


Simone Simon combo with ‘Million 
Dollar Baby’ at Stanley topping 
town, but not getting what bill sug- 
gests on paper. ‘I Wanted Wings’ 
standing up well at Penn. 

_ Penn cut down newspaper adver- 
tising on ‘Wings’ and sunk the dough 
in exploitation. Had 30 planes fly- 
ing over town opening (Decoration) 
day, staged flock of screenings for | 
| service groups, and got a lot of at- | 
|tention with an airplane parked on | 
|street right in middle of town in 


Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75) —‘Blood Sand’ (20th) 
and ‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th). We 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Love Cranv 
(M-G) and ‘Sleepers West’ (20th), 


| fair $9,700. 


Downtown (WB) (1300: 30-44-55) 
—Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and 
‘Singapore Woman’ (WB). Poor 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Shining Victory’ 
(WB) and ‘Thieves Fall Out’ (WB), 
very weak $5,000. 

El Capitan (RKO) (1,571; 83-$1.10- 
$1.65 )—‘Kane’ (RKO) (4th wk). Very 
weak $4,800. Last week, $5,300, fail- 


| Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 25-40)—‘Hor- ing to come up to expectations. 


ror Island’ (U) and ‘Man Made Mon.- | 
ster’ (U). 


|Last week, ‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G) and | Final 


Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44. 


Close to $3,000, not bad. | 55)—‘Major Barbara’ (UA) (4th wk). 


week tallying $1,700, punk, 


‘Penalty’ (M-G), in the doldrums at | Last week, dismal $2,100. 


$2,400. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Wanted Wings’ (Par). Good 
campaign, first-rate reviews, and 


should pluck off $15,000 at least, all- 
right. Film moves to Warner for 
h.o. Last week, ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G), 
| fine $15,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-40)—‘Power 
Dive’ (Par) and ‘Washington Melo- 
drama’ (M-G). Won't even do $1,300, 
brutal. Last week, Baer-Lous fight 
pix helped third week of ‘Hamilton 
Woman’ (UA) to around $2,600. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-40)— 
‘Dare Not Love’ (Col) and ‘Cowboy 
Blonde’ (20th). Opened yesterday 
(2) for four days only after ‘Penny 
Serenade’ (Col) was yanked after 
five days of third week. In abbrevi- 
ated session ‘Penny’ did nice $3,300 
on top of $5,500 second week. House 
moves to Friday (6) Opening with 
‘Great American Broadcast’ (20th). 

Stanley (WB) (3,800: 25-40-60)— 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and Vic- 
tor McLaglen-Simone Simon. Will 
hit a $17,500 week at least, perhaps 
|better. Not too strong for such a 
line-up, but lot better than WB de- 
luxer has been doing of late. Last 
week, ‘Pot Gold’ (UA) and Abe Ly- 
man’s band, just short of $15,000. 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Brought here from Penn and the} 


most pleasant surprise of the holi- 
day week. Should have no trouble 
winding up with at least $8,500. That 
means it goes to Ritz for third week. 
Last week, ‘Womah’s Face’ (M-G), 
also on move-over from Penn, just | 
fair $4,400. 





‘Navy’ Prov. Leader, 

~wt 4 

15G; ‘Wings’ $10,000 
Providence, June 3. 

B.o. soaring all around. ‘In The 
Navy’ at Majestic is about the big- | 
gest, with present indications point- 
ing toward a holdover. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—"Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and 
‘Wait for You’ (Metro) (2d run). 
Good $3,500. Last week, ‘Ziegfeld 
Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Missing Days’ (Col) 
(2d run), fair $3,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 
‘Horror Island’ (U) and 
Order’ (U). With plenty of young- 
sters to crowd in on the Memorial 
Day weekend, getting hefty $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Missing Girls’ (PRC) 
and ‘Sheriff Tombstone’ (Rep), good 
$4,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Scotland Yard’ 
(20th). Swell $15,000 and a holdover 
practically in the bag. Last week, 
‘Affectionately’ (WB) and ‘Singapore 
Woman’ (WB), nifty $9,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-56)— 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘People Kil- 
dare’ (M-G). Medium $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and 
‘Wait for You’ (M-G), good $12,- 


000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
\‘Wanted Wings’ (Par). Steady press 
campaign dating back several weeks 
apparently helping to lift this one 
into the brighter class with knock- 
out $10,000 looked for. Last week, 
|‘Dare Not Love’ (Col) and ‘Lady 
‘Louisiana’ (Rep), weak $4,500. 


10-25-35)— 


| ‘Sleepers West’ 


West’ 
$6,700 


‘Law and | 


(G&S) (1,100; 30-44-55)— 
‘George Do It’ (FA) and ‘Baker’s 
Wife’ (FA) (2d wk). Getting poor 
$1,700. Last week, so-so $2,200. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and 
‘Singapore Woman’ (WB). Soggy 


Hawaii 


$6,500. Last week, ‘Victory’ (WB) 
and ‘Thieves’ (WB), very weak 
$4,500. 


Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 


—Knockout’ (WB) and_ Sophie 
Tucker on stage. Soph can take full 
credit for bulk of ‘strong $11,000 


draw. Last week, ‘Rookies Parade’ 
(Rep), $9,000, with NTG girl show 
accounting for bulge over normal. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
‘She Knew Answers’ (Col) and ‘Dare 
Not Love’ (Col). Okay $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) and 
‘Naval Academy’ (Coil), only fair 
$6,800. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Reaching for Sun’ (Par) and 
stage show. Dismal $10,090. Last 
week, ‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) and 
Richard Himber orchestra (2d wk), 
just managed to hit $12,000. 


RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55)— 
‘She Knew Answers’ (Col) and ‘Dare 
Not Love’ (Col). Around $6,500. 


Last week, ‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) 
and ‘Naval Academy’ (Col), reached 
$6,100, not hot. 


State (Loew-F-WC) (2.404; 30-44- 
| 55-75)—Blood Sand’ (20th) and 
| ‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th). Very nice 
| $16,000. Last week, ‘Love Crazy’ 
| (M-G) and ‘Sleepers West’ (20th), 

only fair $11,800. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 


30-44-55)—'Love Crazy’ (M-G) and 
(20th). Aided by 
holiday biz moveover will do about 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Broadcast’ (20th) 
and ‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G), 
very weak on moveover with only 
$1,700. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55) 
—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Sleepers 
(20th). Should garner good 
on moveover. Last week, 
‘Broadcast’ (20th) and ‘Washington 
Melodrama’ (M-G), weak $3,600. 


EDR. WAS T00 TOUGH 
OPPOSITION FOR BO. 


President Roosevelt's historic ad- 
dress last Tuesday (27) night socked 
film theatre business all over the 
U. S. Even exhibitors who adver- 
tised that the talk could be heard 
over the radio inside the theatre 
auditorium or in the lobby or lounge 
failed to overcome the trek away 
from cinemas. 

Broadway film houses were par- 
ticularly hard hit, different theatres 
estimating their normal Tuesday 
business was off 40 to 50%. Man- 
agers who rated Tuesday boxoffice 
as generally better than Monday 
claimed that Monday last week 
topped their following night’s biz. 
Several theatres provided radios in 
their lounges but found that people 
had stayed at home to hear the 
President’s address. 
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“| READ IT IN 
“ZARIETY 


Not in many years has news of show business been so exciting, im- 





portant and intensively read. 


The seasonal boxoffice barometer may be below par for the moment, 
but the amusement industry in each of its fields is making history in the back- 


ground of major world events. 


For instance, take last week’s issue of VARIETY. There were: 
408 full-length, headline stories. 
70 Reviews: films, radio, vaude, legit, bands. 
24 special charts and data features. 


364. items too brief for special display. 


This information came to VARIETY from 58 American towns and 
cities, and 15 foreign capitals. Unquestionably the most extensive collating 
of original information in any weekly newspaper in any trade. Not public- 


ity. But news. From Variety’s own sources. 


VARIETY is the only internationally read newspaper of the show 
world and show people. It is on sale at newsstands everywhere. The famil- 
iar flying “ ~—__ holds a prominent display place week after week, in com- 
petition with hundreds of general and special publications. It is where busy 

° ; 
people everywhere may buy it. Such prominence must be earned from news- 


dealers; not purchased by premiums. 


There is no better guarantee for an advertiser than intensive reader- 
ship of a publication’s editorial content. Advertisements placed beside such 


vivid text command attention. 





ARIETY | 


NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO LONDON 
154 West 46th St. 1708 No. Vine St. 54 W. Randoiph St. 8 St. Martin’s Place 
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American Films Played to Tatters 
In Nazi-Controlled Countries, Says 
UA's Kastner, On Brief Visit to N.Y. 


v 





American films are so favored 
over those of the Axis powers that 
even in completely Nazi-dominated 
countries old Holywood prints are 
played until they are in tatters, 
Lacy W. Kastner, United Artists Eu- 
ropean sales manager, revealed on 
his arrival in New York from Lis- 
bon on Monday (2). He’ll probably 
remain in this country several 
weeks. 

Even in Spain, practically a Ger- 
man and Italian annex, films made 
in the latter countries are played by 
exhibs only when there is no Amer- 
ican product available, Kastner said. 
He declared that prints of some old 
UA pix which have been in the 
country for a number of years are 
now half their original length. As 
portions get too worn to run through 
proectors they are clipped. That 
often means that sequences impor- 
tant to the continuity are lost. But 
the Spaniards don’t seem to mind. 
There are no provisions, of course, 
for new prints, 

Kastner, who headquarters in ~Lis- 
bon because mail and films can be 
sent and received there from ail the 
countries of Europe, said prints are 
being shipped to practically all the 
nations of the continent except Ger- 
many and Italy. Some money is be- 


occupied countries, he said. 
Biz Good 

Business, the UA chief declared, 
is good in most nations, as the more 
trouble Europeans have the more 
they seem to want film entertain- 
ment to divert them. However, he 
explained, with several of the large 
countries providing no income what- 
soever and Others freezing coin, the 
total return from Europe is infinites- 
imal compared with pre-war days. 

Portugal, with all the refugees 
and business people of Europe pour- 
ing through it, has shown a tre- 
mendous increase in grosses, foreign 
Sales head said. He asserted UA is 
now getting more from the first- 
runs of pix there than it used to 
get from the entire country. Sweden 
and Switzerland are the next best 








|formation has announced his film 


Gaumont Circuit Nets 
100G for Navy Comforts 


London, May 15. 

Gaumont-British circuit’s drive 
for collections to go to Naval chari- 
ties resulted in a $100,000 fund. 

Under Arthur Jarratt, G-B chief 
and himself an officer in blue, year’s 
work has seen over a 170,000 knitted 
garments handed out, 6,000 books 
and some millions of smokes. 


14 Studios Busy 
On Propaganda 








Pix for British 


London, May 15. 
Spokesman for the Ministry of In- | 





| department had propaganda keeping | 
ing received from even the Nazi- | 


14 studios going, in reply to a ques- 
tion in the House recently. MOI} 
stuff is mainly briefie, but does em- 
ploy many w.k. names from pictures 
and legit. 

Leslie Howard has just completed 
a two-reeler for the outfit. Pro- 
duction is spread around between 
the shorts makers, little of it being 
taken up by the indie feature bunch. | 
Government’s own Crown Films 
Unit also gets a large slice of the 
trade. 

Question to MOI was put by Cap- 
tain Cunningham-Reid. He wanted 
to know if MOI propaganda films 
were not actually stifling the indus- 


‘try due to call on technicians, who 


grossers, Kastner said, but even so, | 


hee income from all three is negligi- 
Se. 

UA, he revealed, has a deal under 
consideration in Spain, but probably 
won't accept it, by which the Span- 
ish government has offered to allow 
it to import five pix if it makes one 
in the country. No receipts of the 
five could be removed, but all 
monies 


aren’t plentiful. In his opinion, fea- 
ture films were worth more to the 
British in propaganda than the 
bitsy stuff. Plaint was denied. 
Another angle to this government 


| bid is the reported exorbitant rates 


obtained outside of Spain | 


from the one film made there would | 


go to UA. Similar deals have been 


offered other companies for a total | 


of 13 American pix, including ‘Gulli- 
ver’s Travels’ (Par) and 
White’ (RKO), and 38 English and 
other foreign pix. 

Negotiations are on the rocks, 
however, because Spain wants to put 
a tax of 25,000, 50,000 or 75,000 
pesetas on each import according to 
its estimated income at the b.o. Film 
companies object on the basis that 
Classification of the pix would be 
arbitrary and inexpertly done. 


UA PLEDGES TO KEEP 
OPERATING IN BRITAIN 


United Artists concluded its first 
war-time sales convention jin Lon- 
don late last month, with the parley 
pledging to maintain operations in 
Great Britain. 

Teddy Carr, joint managing direc- 
tor for UA, presided. Besides Lon- 
don officials, branch managers and 
salesmen, Birmingham, Leeds, Liv- 
erpool, Manchester, Newcastle, Dub- 
lin, Glasgow and Cardiff sent repre- 
sentatives despite continued German 
air attacks. 











Ban Columbia’s ‘Love’ 
Sydney, May 23. 
Censor O’Reilly has banned Co- 
lumbia’s ‘This Thing Called Love’ 
because pic treats marriage too 
lightly. 


‘Snow | 


' 
} 


‘at Denham studios, 


now demanded for studio space. 
Property owners in some cases are 
understood asking double and more 
over pre-war terms, 


‘49th Parallel’ to Col. 
For World Distribution 
Except Britain, Canada 


London, May 15. 
Deal for world rights—outside of 











Britain and Australia—on ‘49th 
Parallel’ has been completed with 
Columbia reputed to have handed 
over $150,000 to. Ortus Productions 
Picture stars “Leslie Howard, Laur- 
ence Olivier and Anton Walbrook 
Its outdoor footage was all shot in 
Canada. 

‘49th’ ran into a barrage of com- 
ment in its early days. It’s been 
in production since June, 1940, and 
carries some $100,000 Government 
coin. Budget was originally $600,000, 
but likely went to $800,000. Much 


of the press ad libbing was causte, | 
boiling over when Elisabeth Berg- 
ner walked out in Canada as the | 
femme lead when the unit was all | 
set to return this side. Footage in 
which she’d appeared was re-shot 
part going to| 
Glynis Johns. 

Michael Powell directed ‘49th.’ He 
was also responsible for ‘Contra- 
band,’ an earlier U.S. buy. 





Swedes, Swiss Can Take It 
United Artists will distribute ‘Lon- 


| don Can Take It,’ Quentin Reynolds 
| narrated reel, in both Sweden and 


Switzerland despite pro-German 
leanings in these countries, accord- 
ing to Walter Gould, UA foreign 
chief, 


'the West End 


| remainder 


| Comedy theatre here, 


| Parliament, 


WEST END GOOD 


FOR FEW WEEK 


Shows Are Cinches on Tour 
Since Overhead Is Negligi- 
ble and Returns Hefty— 

in London Only 





Clicks 
Draw for About 8 Weeks 





NOBLESSE OBLIGE 





London, May 15. 


London’s West End, former cozy 
and affluent home of legit, is now 
rateable in b.o. terms at a few mea- 
gre weeks. That about cements the 
opinion of the managers and back- 
ers. 

Stage is apparently leaning toward 
the road. A production here is a 
risk whereas on the road it’s a cinch; 
overhead there is negligible and the 
returns hefty. Even a click in 
London—and there are few clicks— 
will draw them for about eight 
weeks; getting the money back in 
that time is hard going. There just 
isn’t the patronage. 

Experience of what might be 
called the past ‘season’ goes a long 
way in supporting that view. For 
it’s mainly been a 
question of keeping a house open. 


| The Wyndham outfit followed such a 


plan with their major theatre, hold- 
ing an intime revue for several 
months. It paid the cast and the 


‘house obliged by housing the show. 


All very noblesse oblige. 
the’ taxes down. at least. 

The H. M. Tennent-John Gielgud 
offering at the Globe is a fair ex- 
ample of what couldn’t be done in 
peacetime. Their ‘Dear Brutus’ car- 
ries a cast of stars a production 
could rarely afford, but under pres- 
ent conditions it keeps the players 
occupied and in the public eye, plus 
the theatre lighted. 


Awaiting War’s End 


Whether Sunday stage shows 
would have made much difference is 
doubtful. The Privilege Ticket 
Assn., has a roster of about 75,000 
members. They’re keeping the books 
nicely stored away for when the 
war’s over. Their opinion is 50% 
of that membership isn’t in London 
now because of evacuation, and the 
are ‘occupied’ in defense 


It kept 


work. 

But the road offers a different pic- 
ture. E. G. Killick (Payne-Jennings 
and Killick) has five shows out. 
of which he’s 


managing director, is kept open to 


| house shows others may care to take 
a chance on. 


When there’s no bid, 
management stages a revue and sits 
back. So far the Comedy has housed 
most of the newcomers to West End 
legit; their average ru.. was enervat- 
ing. Income took care of the crew 
and staff and kept the taxes down. 
Killick has plans for revising ‘Lady 


Be Good,’ but is met with another 
snag for the West End, which has 
still to keep to class It’s finding a 
male hoofer for the Fred Astaire 
part Male hoofers to the draft 
board are just so much male on the 
hoof. 


LONDON LEGIT BIZ BLOTTO 
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Kill Importing of 
Plan Setup as 


New Regulations in Spain Virtually 


Foreign Pictures; 





Nothing to Manage 





Murray Silverstone, on the oc- 
casion of Lacy Kastner’s ar- 
rival Monday (2) from Lisbon, 
where he was headquartered as 
European manager of United 
Artists, states that the very title 
of ‘European manager’ is a gag 
nowadays, under current nation- 
alistic restrictions. 

Outside of the British Isles, the 
U. S. would be smart to close up 
shop so far as Europe’s con- 
cerned, at least for the duration, 
says the former UA chieftain. 


More Control 
Over Pix Given 
To Vichy Gov't 


| Vichy, May 15. 

| New measures giving government 
more complete control of the film 
industry have been announced. The 


new laws are items in the long de- 
| bated ‘Film Statute’ which never 
succeeded in getting by. 

Double-feature programs have 
'been legally killed; programs have 
been limited to definite footages 
and fixed rentals outlawed. 


Raoul Ploquin, president of the 
newly established Comte d’Organi- 
zation, announced that only one pic 
per program will be permitted 
| henceforth in the free zone. He 
also decreed that no contract be- 
tween distribs and exhibitors will 
be valid unless film rental price is 
on a percentage basis for all pix 
over 600 mgters. Third item of the 
decree calls for limiting programs 
to 4,300 meters, with newsreels ex- 
cluded and with only one film ex- 
ceeding 1,800 on program. Thi 
item of the decree is effective until 
Aug. 27, when programs will be re- 
duced to 3,800 meters maximum 
with feature limited to 1,300 meters. 


‘Benefits’ of the new order are 
that authorization to produce pict in 











free or occupied zone will require 
previous permission of the German 
occupants. A synopsis of the. sce- 
nario must be sent to Paris—one 
copy in French and two in German 
—for study. 

CINEMA WORKERS DEAL 

London, May 15. 

New agreement on Sunday hours, 
wage and conditions has been inked 
by National Ass’n of Kinema Em- 
ployees marking fil victory ce 
drive was launched 

Midlands deals are no being 
sought. 


Bri tish F im Row Discredits Talk Of 
Govt's Plan to Aid the Industry 


London, May. 15. 

Long-awaited announcement from 
the Board of Trade anent future of 
British film industry has come in 
with prexy Captain 
Lyliteton indicating steps would be 
taken to sustain picture-making this 
side to where it would enable rent- 
ers and exhibs to fulfill their quota 
obligations. 

BOT chief gave no outline of any 
definite plan, thus leading trade to 
the opinion pronouncement was but 
another stall. It had been expected 
there’d be a cut-and-dried formula 


handed to the trade, including de- 
tails of what would be released to 
them in terms of supplies, players, 
and technicians. Player shortage is 
now acute on the male end. 

Question of maintaining produc- 
tion up to quota is itself hard to in- 
terpret, since past year has seen a 
drop in available footage. Trade 
|had already been given to under- 
stand it would have te be satisfied 
with a production schedule equal 
only to this past year. BOT’s cur- 
rent announcement is thus plenty 
confusing. 





Home Industry Aid 





Madrid, May 15. 
New regulations, which will prac- 
tically kill the importation of all 


foreign pictures in Spain and con- 
a stiffen the already high 
amusement tax regime, have just 
been announced. ( 


The Sindicato Nacional del Es- 
pectaculo has proclaimed a series of 
new film measures obviously aimed 

|at helping the stagnant local indus- 
try. Instead of an outright ban on 
foreign pix, as was done in Italy and 
Germany, the Spaniards have dem- 
onstrated a little of the well-known 
| Castilian subtlety by taxing the non- 
Spanish product to death. 
| Henceforth, foreign long-footage 
pictures will be classified into three 
| categories according to quality of 
| story, talent and direction and its 
| commercial or exploitation possibili- 
ties. Import licenses of 75,000, 50,000 
and 25,000 pesetas will be provision- 
ally charged against the importer if 
he is an exhibitor. If he’s a dis- 
tributor, the import licenses will be 
100% more than listed above. These 
are only provisional since the Sindi- 
cato may boost the licenses by 50%. 


Newsreels and documentary and 
cultural reelers will be soaked with 
a 25,000-peseta maximum license 
tax. 


If the subject proves stubborn and 
succeeds in bringing in a film over 
all these tax barriers, the film must 
be shown in Spanish unless special 
authorization is obtained from the 
Sindicato. But that’s not all, since 
the dubbing privilege will cost the 
victim an additional 20,000 pesetas. 


Value to Be Fixed 


The value of the imported product 
will be fixed by the Sindicato 
through a specially created Classi- 
fication Committee, 

Other regulations call for obliga- 
tory dubbing of all foreign films in 
Spanish studios in national territory. 
Furthermore, foreign pictures are 
described as those made outside of 
Spanish territory even though Cas- 


tilian authors, actors and directors 
of companies are involved in the 
production. This will directly affect 
a large percentage of picts made in 
Italian and German studios. Last 
year almost as many films were 
made in Roman and Berlin studios 
with Spanish technical and artistie 
talent as were in Spain itself. 

As far as the regulation concern- 
ing the ban on showing of pix in 
foreign tongues is concerned, it’s not 
as radical as it sounds, since the 
huge majority of foreign picts al- 
ready shown here have Spanish 
sound tracks dubbed in It’s re- 
ported that Madrid will have one 
showcase specializing in _ foreign 


picts in original version as Rome 


had for many years. 


The new taxes, announced in ef- 
fect, April 15, sock joy seekers with 
id‘tional 50% on drinks in cab- 
arets, danceries and other hots; 

0) for showcase, variety, revues 
and similar public spectacle al- 
though drama, comedy, musical 
comedy and opera are exempt from 
any taxation Boxing and other 
spectacles where pub betting is 
permitted will be taxed 30°. Other 
sports fixtures will be taxed 15% for 


high-priced seats. Taxes also affect 
luxury items with an additional 30% 


on antiquities, jewels, gold, silver 
and platinum. rings, artistic and 
other de luxe items, rugs, carpets, 


perfumery, beauty products, etc. 


Toothpaste is exempt. No men- 
tion is made of soap. 
2? 





‘Actresses Will Happen’ 
N.G. in London Bow 


London, June 3. 
‘Actresses Will Happen,’ outmoded 
farce which opened yesterday (Mon- 
day) at the Apollo, was well re- 
ceived by a holiday audience. 
However, the new show is gen- 
erally rated as unlikely to stay long. 
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| | “Destined to capture consider- 
| ry} able quantity of its title dollars 


at the boxoffice.” —Daily Variety 

















NV Topping “Four Daughters” 
Smash biz at Earle Theater, 
, Washington ; 




















Starring 


PRISCILLA LANE -JEFFREY LYNN- RONALD REAGAN 


MAY ROBSON-LEE PATRICK birected by CURTIS BERNHARDT 
with 


iglass 
Jerry Wald * From & Story by Leonard Spigelg 
Robi 
Screen Play by Casey 


Warners! 


nson, Richard Macaulay and 
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- _IN THE NAVY 


(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, May 28. 


Universal release of Alex Gottlieb pro- 
duction. Stars Abbott, Costello and 
Powell; features Andrews Sisters, Claire 
Dodd, Dick Foran. Directed by Arthur 
Lubin. Screenplay by Arthur T. Horman 
and John Grant; original by MHorman; 
camera, Joseph Valentine; special photo- 
graphic effects, John Fulton; editor, Philip 
Cahn; technical advisor, H. E. Harris, 
vu. S. N. ret.;: Ass’t director, Phillip P. 
Karlstein; dialog director, Joan Hatha- 
way; dances, Nick Castle; songs, Gene 
DePaul and Don Raye. Previewed at Alex- 
ander, Glendale, May 27, ’41. Running 
time, 85 MINS. 

Smokey Adams......++see+ -Bud Abbott 
Pomeroy Watson....e..e+++++-Lou Costello 
Tommy Halstead......e.++-+-.-Dick Powell 
Dorothy Roberts.....-++eses+++-Claire Dodd 
Patty 


Maxene 3 }.....+sseceeeeee-Andrews Sisters 
LaVerne } 

Dynamite Dugan......+++++.-..-Dick Foran 
Butch... .cceccece eebens6eeessdeuey seuhart 
Buddy. ....+--ssecccceseeeesKenneth Brown 
DISK... coc csecssocces -..Shemp Howard 


Dance specialities. by Condos Bros. 





Bud Abbott and Lou Costello swing 
into their second round of national 
military routines in this compact and 
broadly sketched comedy of naval 
background.’ ‘In the Navy’ will easily 
hit the b.o. marks established by its 
predecessor, ‘Buck Privates,’ and 
provide solid comedy entertainment 
for the summer bookings. 

Abbott and Costello, with aid of 
Dick Powell, the Andrews Sisters, 
Claire Dodd, Dick- Foran and Shemp 
Howard, continue their zany and 
familiar antics in nautical garb 
ashore and aboard a battlewagon. 
Against a minor story framework, 
the two comedians appear in a series 
of episodes with their crazy antics 
and routines. It’s all built for broad- 
est comedy, and clicks strongly in 
generating audience reaction along 
that line. 

Dick Powell is a radio crooner fed 
up by continual pestering of fans. 


He disappears to join the navy in 

and | 
Claire | 
Dodd discovers identity of Powell in | 


San Diego, where Abbott 
Costello are gobs ashore. 


her ambitions to get a newspaper 
job, and continually attempts to can- 
did camera Powell for a sensational 
expose. She even gets aboard the 
battleship, which suddenly pulls out 
for Hawaii, and at the finish marries 
the crooner to save him from the 
fans. 

Abbott and Costello provide con- 
stant laughs with their zany routines. 
They ring in the old shell game, using 
lémons for the peas, and then going 
into a money changing routine that 
varies little from -same stunt used in 
their previous picture. [They did 
these bits in their stage musical, 
‘Streets of Paris.’] 

Costello is center of a dream se- 
quence in which he becomes estab- 
lished in the captain’s cabin, and 
gives orders to the bridge that send 
the battleship in a wild ride through 
the harbor and other boats in the 
fleet. 

Induction of Powell in this instance 
allows for broader use of sangs than 
in ‘Buck Privates.” Powell delivers 
two tunes in effective style, ‘Starlight 
Starbright’ and ‘We’re in the Navy.’ 
Andrews Sisters handle three num- 
bers in their usually capable, 
rhythmic fashion, all delivered with 
production backgrounds. ‘Off to See 


the World’ has a good marching 
Swing, with the naval assemblage 
neatly intercut during delivery. 
‘Gimme Some Skin’ is tailor-made 
for the sister trio, while ‘Hula-Ba- 
Luau’ is presented with Hawaiian 


dance ensemble. Dick Foran sings ‘A 
Sailor’s Life for Me,’ assisted by a 
male chorus. Songs, written by Gene 
DePaul and Don Raye, provide a top- 
notch group that wiJl aim for pop 
rating. 

Foreword credits the San 
and San Pedro naval bases as 
locations and backgrounds for the 
picture. Much use of process photog- 
raphy is necessarily made to expedite 
production schedules, and many of 
the shots are obvious. 

Script by Arthur Horman and John 
Grant is set up deliberately to show- 
case Abbott and Costello’s comedy 
brand. Director Arthur Lubin turns 
in another creditable job, allowing 
the comics full sway in their delivery 
of wacky slapstick and dialog for 
general amusement. Brief acrobatic 
tap dance routine by the Condos 
Bros. is a bright spot. Walt. 


Diego 


THIEVES FALL OUT 


Warner Bros. release of First National 
Production, Features Eddie Albert, Joan 
Leslie, Jane Darwell, Alan Hale, Joh 
Litel, William T. Orr. Directed by Ray 
Enright Screenplay by Charles Grayson 
and Ben Markson from play by Irving 
Gaumont, Jack Sobel; editor, Clarence 
Kolster; camera, Sid Hickox; music, H 
Roemheld. At Strand, Brooklyn, week 
fay 29, °41, dualed. Running time, 72 
MINS. 

Eddie Barnes....., seateocesenmeee Dilbert 
EE SEROUS, 45 i05000006% axe Joan Leslie 
Grandma Allen....seeeee.++--Jane Darwell 
POON G CURT 5 5's 55 06-404 032 a054 Alan Hale 
George Formsby......e.... William T. Orr 
Tim Gordon..... beb ee ebb Oat 5 05d John Litel 
Chic Collins........eeeeee--Anthony Quinn 
oo ae eoccccee Hdward Brophy 
Ella Barnes....... eocccess--Minna Gombell 
Charles Matthews.......... Vaughan Glaser 
Martha Matthews..........-...-Nana Bryant 
oo ee eae PTT T -Edward Gargan 
David Tipton...........Hobart Cavanaugh 
i Se 7 ena cae Frank Faylen 
Harry Eckle®....ccccssee William Davidson 
BIOORON. 66 oo00.055<0 Sardnves Etta McDaniel 





Exhibitors depending on ‘B’ fea- 
tures to fill out dual setups will be 
happy over this cheerful, lively melo- 
drama. ‘Thieves Fall Out,’ lacking 
star names or strong story, under 
deft scripting and Ray Enright’s 


| sparkling direction becomes ace- 
high support for a twin bill. 

| Saga of a bashful youth who sells 
his mother’s legacy to obtain a busi- 
ness of his own and wed the femme 
of his choice is a whacky pot-pourri 
not calculated to win any literary 
prize, yet it’s the sort of light fare 
audiences eat up today. Plot never is 
overly sensible but some of the 
flighty or desperate things the play- 
ers do are reminiscent of present 
generation folks. 

Character of the go-getter grand- 
‘mother is drawn so roughly that it is 
virtually a caricature, but in the 
hands of Jane Darwell it becomes so 
palatable that many absurdities aré 
overlooked. As Grandma Allen of 
the yarn she’s an ardent student of 
radio serials; knows all the gangster 
slang and angles. Also, more im- 
portantly, she’s a devout booster of 
the younger folks and wants her 
grandson’s romance to succeed so 
much that she lends him a couple of 
thousand dollars to enable him to go 
into business on his own—and marry. 
When two real. gangsters enter the 
fable, kidnap grandma and threaten 
murder, she outwits them with her 
glib tongue. 

Picture is nearly 90% Jane Dar- 
well, with other characters merely 
fitting into her maneuvering. Eddie 
Albert, as the bashful grandson who 





finally elopes in order to start up his 
own factory, and Joan Leslie, as his 
sweetheart, back her up with skill. 


Girl should go places if brought 
along with equaliy competent di- 
rection. 


Alan Hale turns in one of his best 
performances as the officious father 
of the lad, but Minna Gombell, as his 
mother, overdoes her dramatics. 
Vaughan Glaser plays the girl’s dad 
in a villainous mood. John Litel 
heads the support which includes 
William T. Orr, Etta McDaniel, Nana. 
Bryant and Anthony Quinn. Wear. | 


KNOCKOUT 


Hollywood, May 29. 


Warner Bros. release of E¢mund Grainger 
production. Directed by William Clemens, 














Screenplay by M. Coates Webster, from 
story by Michael Fessier; dialog director, 
Gene Lewis; camera, Ted McCord; edi- 
tor¢ Doug Gould; Ass’t director, Elmer 
Decker. Previewed in studio projection 
room, May 28, ‘41. Running time, 71 
MINS. 

Jonnny RMoecket..:.c.<cevsessd Arthur Kennedy 
AY gel: Grinnelli...........-Olympe Bradna 
Gloria Van NeSS.....seces> Virginia Field 
2 PURPORT rt re Le 1ony Quinn 
git! > APE ePEeL ire) Te Cliff Edwards 
arn Noe: oss csarerxecheses Cornel Wilde 
FT Pee ee eee Le, I har Ainley 
Louis Grinnelli.......... William Edmunds 
Denning pawnhed eae Frank Wilcox 
POt Martin.ccscesvcec coves .. John Ridgely 
» || 2 Meee eeTe rere rere ee .. Ben @#Velden 
Mra. Turner. ccecccccesssess Vera Lewis 
Monl@aN. 6. ccrecserceccvesoces Charles Wilson 
Doctor. ..-ccecsese 1D n Stanl 


An action programmer of the fight 
game, ‘Knockout’ is above average 
entertainment for dual support 
bockings in the subsequent houses. 
Despite its B classification, picture 
provides further grooming of Ar- 
thur Kennedy for better roles on 
the Warner lot, and maintains gen- 
eral interest through directorial 
pace developed by William Clemens. 

There are a few new twists in- 
jected into the formularized story 
of an ambitious youth who gets en- 
tangled with ‘a conniving manager 
in the fight biz. Kennedy is a pre- 
liminary .boy of promise, but gives 
up the ring career on marriage to 
Olympe Bradna. But manager An- 
thony Quinn figures Kennedy good 
fodder to build for the champlon- 
ship, and blocks efforts to find jobs 
in other lines. Kid returns to the 
ring to secure coin for the expected 
stork; progresses into pig league 
company; is the object of attention 


from an heiress sports reporter; 
loses his wife and then a fight 
through a drugged mouthpiece; 


wanders aimlessly with a brain con- 
cussion; but finally snaps out of 
things at the finale for reconcilia- 
tion and a sxssport to a little farm 
upstate. 

Kennedy, who played James Cag- 
ney’s young brother in ‘City for 
Conquest,’ closely resembles the star 
and continually displays familiar 
Cagney mannerisms and aggressive - 
ness. Olympe Bradna and Virginia 
Field provide standard perform- 
ances as the wife and other woman 


respectively. Anthony Quinn pro- 
vides proper conflict as the crooked 
fight manager, while Cliff Edwards 
catches most of the laughs as a 


wacky trainer 

Script by M. Coates Webster pro 
vides a smooth -foundation for con- 
sistently good direction by Clemens 
Several ring sequences are com- 
petently staged to catch attention of 
the action-minded patrons. Produc- 
tion background is standard for a B 
programmer. Walt. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Metro bought ‘Two Women,’ 
French prize-winning novel by Max- 
eence van der Mersch. 

Dave Schwartz sold ‘Draft Letter’ 
to 20th-Fox. f 

Paramount acquired ‘The Man in 
the Street,’ by William Bowers and 
Robinson Holbert. 

Martin Mooney sold ‘Mr. Celeb- 
,rity’ to Frank and Maurice Kozin- 
sky. ; 

Republic ‘Maid 


purchased to 


Order,’ by Isabel Dawn and Boyce’ 


De Gaw. 

Albert Rogell acquired screen 
rights to ‘Peace With the Yaquis,’ by 
Grinnel] Sutton. 


Miniature Reviews 


‘In the Navy’ (U). Another 
laugh hit from screen’s latest 
starring duo. Strong biz in gen- 
eral bookings. 


‘Thieves Fal! Out’ (WB). Swift- 
moving comedy-meller, fine first 
aid to dualers. 


‘Knockout?’ (WB). Good B 
programmer of the fight game 
for support bookings in the sub- 
sequent and action houses. 

‘Angels with Broken Wings’ 
(Rep). Confusing script rele- 
gates this one to minor filler 
dates, despite ambitious cast. 

‘Pals of the Pecos’ (Rep). 
Standard western in the Three 
Mesquiteers series. 


‘House of Mystery’ (Mono). 
First-rate ‘B’ sleuth meller, with 
all-British cast; excellent dual 
support. 

‘The Shark Woman’ (World). 
Jungle goona-goona with femme 
diver will make sturdy support 
to No. 1 features. 

‘Hangman’s Noose’ (French). 
Okay French-made whodonit. 











Angels With Broken 


Wings 
(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, May 29. 


Republic release of Albert J. Cohen pro- 


duction. Features Binnie Barnes, Gilbert | 
Roland, Mary Lee, Billy Gilbert, Jane 
Frazee. Directed by Bernard Vorhaus. 


Screenplay by George Carleton Brown and 


| Bradford Ropes; original by Brown; cam- 
era, Ernest Miller; editor, Edward Mann; 
supervising editor, Murray Seldeen; pro- 
duction manager, Al Wilson; songs, Jule 
Styne, Eddie Cherkose. Previewed at Stu- 
dio City theatre, North Hollywood, May 
28, °41. Running time, 72 MINS, 
tL Re eee ..Binnie Barnes 
Don Pablo Vincente......... Gilbert Roland 
Mary Wills. 66ccccccscoccocdsss Mealy. Wee 
Billy Wilson... .cccecscsecccees Billy Gilbert 
SORE. TOPE. ok csrcesearctebocsias Jane Frazee 
oS ae 6 rrr re Edward Norris 
Charlotte Lord........ Katharine Alexander 
PUNCROY so. 220006 isctanksheeeneane eo Gorcey 
LOig WiIlS0N...cccssccccccccecs Lois Ranson 
Lent Laord...ccreccccccsessece ..Leni Lynn 
Martivn: LOG ...ccsccscccvees Marilyn Hare 
Guy Barton.........+.+..-sidney Blackmer 
GUB. ce occcccvescoeres ...-.Tom Kennedy 


Lightweight entry for the secon- 
dary dual houses, this one fails com - 
pletely to jell into any semblance of 
film entertainment, despite inclusion 
of a generally capable cast. Script 
is a hodge-podge that runs around 
in circles and engenders confusion 
of* just what it’s all about. Looks 
like the writers tossed this one off 
in odd moments while producer Al- 
bert Cohen was out to lunch. 

Out of the welter of confusion, 
story seems to concern antics of a 
group of youngsters to maneuver ob- 
stacles in the path of modiste Kath- 
erine Alexander for marriage to 
wealthy Sidney Blackmer. Seems 
latter’s former wife figures an old 
Mexican divorce not legal, and 
she proceeds to put the slug on for 
more coin. The kids toss Steve 
Nelson at Miss Barnes as a pseudo- 
Argentine cattle king, and Gilbert 
Roland shows up to find out who’s 
taking his name for romantic pur- 
poses. There’s more rousting around 
before the kids are happy with the 
road clear for the marriage of their 
mother to Blackmer. 

Corny slapstick and inane situa- 
tions pile on top of each other in 


1S 


the unreeling. Direction over 
stresses the unsuccessful attempts 
at comedy, which are generally 


Members of the east 


he > 
whole 


pretty anemic. 
seem to be bewildered by the 


proceedings, and will have to chalk 
this one up as a misadventure. A 
few songs are inserted along the 
way. Walt 
Republic release of Louis Gray produc- 
n Features R em 4 ngstor Be 
steels Rufe Davi DD : a J ter 
( »} Screenp y ()} i 
Herbert Daln orig Drak ‘ 
ggie Lanning; edit g At 
N. ¥., M 31, Ju $1 
Runt t 56 MINS 
Lu Jo esses u 
DUAR 3 «nn ae anig Ronee or oe Ty Tol 
‘I ay SORES - t Vin 
Sim. DUT: < «6004690 so0620 it O'Ma 
L BOLKA, . cassenssaes M 
st Perr resct, yee rt 
Ker PIA WKING. ccccecosvecees I 4 
SRRORIOT 5 4.06005 0000 be6-0608 J n He J 
s frum I } 
‘Pals of the Pecos’ revives the fa- 


miliar western fable of the struggle 
to push through an overland coach 
line back in 1858. It also incorpo- 
rates the usual double-crossing by 
the villain, jailing of the innocent 
Mesquiteer trio and efforts to stall 
the final opening of the coach line. 
Because Robert Livingston, Bob 
Steele and Rufe Davis continue as 
the Three Mesquiteers it should 
stack up well enough with others in 
this outdoor adventure series. Okay 
on dual setups where cactus mel- 
lers go. 

Livingston, Steele and Davis still 
evoke hearty interest as the three 
musketeers of the prairies. The at- 
tempt to inject a romantic interest 
between Livingston and June John- 
son, as the coach line owner's daugh- 
ter, is very thin. The baby voice of 
the Johnson girl and her limited 
thespian experience don’t help much 


| Robert Winkler, cast as Tim 
| Burke, the coach boss’ son, heads 
| the support, which includes Pat 


O'Malley, Dennis Moore, Roy Bar- 
|eroft and John Holland. Reggie 
Lanning’s cameraing is particularly 
|clean-cut, especially on the action 





| sequences, Wear. 
] 
(BRITISH-MADE) 

Monogram release. Features Keneth 
Kent, Judy Kelly. Directed by Walter 
Summers. Screenplay by Doreen Mont- 
| gomery, from novel by A. E. W. Mason; 
camera, Claude Friese-Green. At the New 
| York, N. Y., week May 28, ‘41, dualed. 
Running time, 61 MINS, 


Inspector Hanaud............Keneth Kent 


Celia Harland...... coeccsccsoecaudy Kelly 
| Harry Wethermill......Peter Murray Hill 
| Mr. Ricardo....... coccccoccce Waner Rilla 


| Madame Dauvray...........Ruth Maitland 
| Adele Rossignol..........Antoinette Cellier | 


Monsieur Perrichet..... 


Tace.... cbesestee coccccccseeClif_ord Evans 
| Helen Vaquier...... cooeeees Martitia Hunt 
| Monsieur BOGREPE. cvccssecess Ronald Adam 


--Arcihur Hambling 
This British meller is lots more 
exciting than its title. Based on a 
{novel by A. E. W. Mason, English | 
-author known for his detective | 
| yarns, the film has pace, intrigue 
; and tophole acting by Keneth Kent, | 
| Judy Kelly and others in virtually 
|an all-British cast. Despite the ab- 
sence of names known to American 
audiences, ‘House of Mystery’ is 
strong fodder for lower groove of 
double setup, especially if the ex- 
|hibitor sells the film as a sleuth 
| melodrama. 

| Surprising part about this produc- 
| tion is that it stacks up as more en- 
|tertaining than numerous other ‘B’ 
films handled by the same distribu- 


‘tor. This doubtlessly is due to the 
fact that it was turned out by 
Mono’s’ English producing outfit, 


rather apparently in London. Odd 

thing about this all-British setup is 

that the distributor doesn’t admit it 

is a British-made picture any place 

in the press book. Exhibitor might 

like to know that Keneth Kent, lead | 
in picture, also played in ‘Pirate of | 
Seven Seas,’ another British produc- 

tion which was attractive screen 

fare. 

Mason’s story, ‘At the Villa Rose,’ 
concerns the operations of a famed 
French Sherlock in unraveling a 


baffling near-perfect crime. Plot 
depicts the slaying of a wealthy 


widow in an effort to obtain hidden 
jewels, the inability of the plotters 
to locate the gems after the killing 
has been committed,.a kidnaping, a 
spiritualistic session t6 further mud- 
dle the real killer’s identity, and 
then the clever sleuthing of In- 
spector Hanaud, French detective. 
Both Walter Summers, director, 
and Doreen Montgomery, scripter, 
have concealed the real slayer’s 
identity without exasperating the 
audience’s patience. Swift gait of 
story is sustained by Director Sum- 
mers largely through the adroit 


, characterization of the inspector by 


Keneth Kent. Dapper’ English 
player makes something of even a 
hurried meal while striving to cap- 
ture the gem thieves. 
Judy Kelly, one-time 
(Australia) cinema usheret’?2, makes 
up in looks what she lacks as an 
actress. Heading the fine suppert are 
Walter Rilla, Ruth Maitland, Antoi- 
nette Cellier and Peter Murray Hill. 
Wear. 


Sydney 


THE SHARK WOMAN 


Pictures rel of Charlies Hunt 

production Directed by Ward Wing 

y Lor Bara; camera, John C. Cool ed 
tor, Tom J. Geraghty; musical super rn 
A! Me r; submarine photography, Stas 
Woodwara At Central, N. Y., May 30-31 
Tune 1-2, °41, dualed, Running time, 59 
MINS. 

Pe. OOrk. OO ss cpehiubeceense Ahmang 
His eethear . Sai-Yu 
His Little Brother....ccccececsces Ko-Hal 
His Me t . ; Mamounat 
(‘aptair Pearling Schooner Chang-l'u 


This is a neat package for exhibi- 
tors to play around with these hot 
days. Exploitation possibilities of 
the daring femme swimmer are 
many and the film won’t leave cus- 
tomers dissatisfied as many jungle 
and goona-goona epics make ‘Shark 
Woman’ a sturdy supporter on twin- 
ners in subsequent runs. 

Fair semblance of plot concerns 
the activities of Malaysian pear] 
divers the romance between 
one healthy diver and the comely 
thinly-clad maid climaxing in their 
marriage. In between are the usual 
jungle beasts and sensational under- 
hots of sharks pitted against 
the knife-wielding natives 

Plenty of realism and action has 
been incorporated into these watery 
episodes. Death struggle between 
a shark and an octopus is particu- 
larly gripping. 

Cast of Malaysian natives means 
nothing to American audiences, but 
the swift pace does. Camera work 
of John C. Cook is good considering 
the amount of outdoor stuff done 
without speqial lights. Submarine 
photography of Stacy Woodward is 
excellent. Musical backgrounding is 
superb for a film of this type 

Wear. 


, 
with 


Water 





Garnett’s Cruise Pic 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Tay Garnett is sending ‘Three 
Sheets in the Wind’ into production 
this summer at Universal, with Brian 
Donlevy in the male lead. 

Picture will be built around foot- 
age shot by Garnett on a world 
cruise. 


_ Le Collier de Chanvre 

(‘Hangman’s Noose’) 

(FRENCH-MADE) 
Algiers, May 15. 


G. M. film of C. C. Francaise produce 
tion. Stars Andre Luguet; features Annie 
Vernay, Jacqueline Delubac, Georges Grey, 
Paul Azair, Georges Lannes, Sylvia Bae 
taille. Directed by Leon Mathot. Story, 
Charles Leaurie; adaptation and dialog, 
Leopold Marchand; camera, Lucien; music, 
Jean Lenoir At Olympia, Algiers. Run- 
ning time, 95 MINS, 


This is a very successful French 
try at a whodunit, and while clever- 
ly done, telegraphs culprit far in ad- 
vance by casting obvious thesp for 
role of murderer. Should have long 
successful career in French show- 
cases, although its exploitation possi- 
bilities are limited abroad since type 
of pic is overdone by Hollywood. 

Film has irregular tempo and is 
guilty of the usual French tendency 
to burlesque characterizations of 
English roles. Photography is ordi- 
nary, direction workmanlike, but not 
above average. Mystery element is 
well preserved as long as one doesn't 
look at casting too closely. March- 
and’s dialoging and adaptation are 
first rate. 

It’s the much overworked formula 
of the dumb dick who files case as 
accidental death. Along comes 
smooth, sleek, sophisticated amateur 
detective, Andre Luguet, who doesn’t 
like the looks of things and de- 
cides to get to the bottom. Gimlet- 
eyed Luguet in due fashion offers 
Georges Lannes the choice of suicid- 
ing so that one of the oldest noble 
families in England be spared a 
scandal. Naturally, it’s suicide, and 


| Luguet goes back to his young bride, 


Annie Vernay, who is asked to do 
nothing in this picture but look 
beautiful and frightened. 

Jacqueline Delubac, who is dead 
sportsman’s wife and present mis- 
tress of the murderer, tries to vamp 
Luguet away from murderer’s trail 
and only succeeds in making Mlle. 
Varnay jealous. Paul Azais, as an 
accomplice who is bounce off just 
as amateur sleuth is about to ques- 
tion him, does the usual workman- 
like job. Sylvia Bataille is not con- 
vincing as the maid and Azais® 
fiancee. Neither is Georges Grey as 
the young neer in love with Miss 
Delubac. Georges Lannes, as the 
ruthless murderer, is tops and again 


proves he’s one of the best of 
France’s younger thesps. Ravo. 

















‘Goodwill’ | 





_____Continuea from page 3—— | 


Latin- American people developed 
after three or four features with 
Latin-American locales threatened to 
jar the goodwill drive. Steps likely 
will be taken either to revamp sev- 
eral of these or to withhold them 
from the Latin-Americas. 

Suggested plan of one picture of- 
ficial, which may be aired at a fu- 
ture Hays meeting, is for the indus- 
try to make up its mind on two 
salient points. First, that Latin- 
American countries don’t want pic- 


tures with Spanish locales and 
would rather let their own native 
producers handle them. Secondly, 


that U. S. producers quit making any 


pictures with a plot concerning the 
Latin-Americas, and confine their 
production efforts to customary 
American themes 


Yank Idiom Always Clicked 
Such a plan is in line with contin- 
ued suggestions from managers on 
the ground floor in the Latin-Amer- 


ica They have advised making the 
ame sort of stories which click 
solidly with U. S. audiences, and to 
forg about attempting Spanish 
themes In fact, some managers 


have hinted that the typical Ameri- 


can picture which registers at the 
U. S. boxoffice is the one which does 
the best business in the Latin-Amer- 
ica 

Shorts having no story but simple 
narration, and newsreels covering 
vital Latin-American subjects, were 
described by this same official as 
being ficient to bolster the good- 
neighbor policy. 

It also was pointed out that the 
advertising campaign, originally 
cheduled to run 35 weeks in South 
and Central American paper 
likely to prove a material goodwill 
builder because it incorporates the 


actual expenditure of American dol- 
lays the Latin-Americas. This ad 
campaign stresses interesting angles 
of North America and urges Latin- 
American tourists to visit the U. S. 
The campaign ran only six in the 
series of advertisements when either 
the State Department or some high 
official objected to the copy, which 
had been formulated by three large 
ad agencies. Campaign was listed as 
part of the travel bureau effort but 
was intended to cement hemispheric 
solidarity, with the old West 54th 
Street Whitney office address given 
in the advertisements 

This influx of American dollars 
into the Latin-Americas, plus the ad- 
vertising done by U. S. film compa- 
nies in putting over their product m 
these countries, now is becoming rec- 
ognized increasingly in promoting 
the good-neighbor policy. 


in 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, June 3. 

Major studios are getting themselves well fortified 
with product for the new season, starting Aug. 1 in 
most instances. Already there are at least 28 pictures 
completed for distribution in 1941-42, and this figure 
may be increased when Warners decides on alloca- 
tions. In addition to features already in the can for 
mext year, studios have at least 23 pix now in pro- 
duction that are labelled for the new program. Para- 
mount leads the pack with nine already completed 
and six in work, while Universal has nine finished 


| 
| 
| 


| 


and four before the cameras. Only lots that have not 
launched new season’s production to date are Colum- 
bia, Monogram, and Republic. 

Production for the current season is rapidly near- 
ing an end, with around 60 pictures out of a total of 
505 promised remaining to be filmed. 


draws to a close. As of last week, studios have 31 


| features in production and a total of 69 either in cut- 


| 


ting rooms or ready for release. 





Columbia 





- hoot- N To Be Comp. Shoot. 

ion picted .~y Cutting Shot. 41-42 41-42 
Features 44 36 5 10 3 0 0 
Westerns 16 14 2 5 6 0 0 
Serials 4 3 0 0 1 0 0 
Totals 64 53 q 15 4 0 0 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

TIME OUT FOR RHYTHM, formerly SHOW BUSI- 
NESS, musical; asso. prod., Irving Starr; dir., Sidney 
Salkow; screenplay, Edmund L. Hartman and Bert 
Lawrence; story by Bert Granet; camera, Franz Planer, 
Cast: Rudy Vallee, Rosemary Lane, Ann Miller, Allen 
Jenkins, Joan Merrill, the Three Stooges, Brenda and 
Cobina, Richard Lane. 

RETURN OF DANIEL BOONE, western; asso. prod., 
Leon Barsha; dir., Lambert Hillyer; screenplay, Paul 
Franklin, Joseph Hoffman; camera, Phil Tannura. Cast: 
Bill Elliott, Betty Miles, Walter ‘Dub’ Taylor, Rodick 
Twins, Ray Bennett, Walter Soderling, Carl Stockdale, 
Bud Osborne, Francis Walker, Lee Powell, Tom Carter, 
Edmund Cobb. 

THE OFFICER AND THE LADY, drama; asso. prod., 
Leon Barsha; dir., Sam White; screenplay, Lambert 
Hillyer and Joseph Hoffman; camera, George Meehan. 
Cast: Rochelle Hudson, Bruce Bennett, Roger Pryor, 
Sidney Blackmer, Oscar O’Shea, Tom Kennedy. 


HANDS ACROSS THE ROCKIES, western; asso. 
rod., Leon Barsha; dir., Lambert Hillyer; screenplay, 
aul Franklin; camera, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Bill 
Elliott, Walter ‘Dub’ Taylor, Mary Daily, Stanley 
Brown, Kenneth MacDonald, Frank LaRue. 


SWEETHEART OF THE CAMPUS, formerly BETTY 
CO-ED, comedy; asso. prod., Jack Fier; dir., Edward 
Dymtryk; screenplay, Robert D. Andrews and Edmund 
L. Hartman; camera, Franz Planer. Cast: Ruby Keeler, 
Ozzie Nelson, Harriet Hilliard, Gordon Oliver, George 
Lessey, Byron Foulger, Kathleen Howard, Leo Watson, 
Charles Judels, Don Beddoe, Frank Gaby. 


RICHEST MAN IN TOWN, formerly OBITUARY, 
comedy-drama; asso. prod., Jack Fier; dir., Charles 
Barton; story, Jerry Sagkheim; screenplay, Fanya Foss 
and Jerry Sackheim; camera, Phillip Tannura. Cast: 
Frank Craven, Jimmy Dodd, Edgar Buchanan, Eileen 
O’Hearn, Tom Dugan, George McKay, Roger Pryor. 


I WAS A PRISONER ON DEVIL’S ISLAND, drama; 
asso. prod., Wallace MacDonald; dir.. Lew Landers; 
screenplay, Karl Brown; story by Otto E. Eyss; camera, 
John Stumar. Cast: Donald Woods, Sally Eilers, Ed- 
ward Ciannelli, Victor Kilian, Charles Halton, John 
Tyrrell, Ed Laughton, Dick Curtis, Lloyd Bridges, 
Stanley Brown. 


TWO IN A TAXI, formerly ONE WAY STREET, 
drama; asso. prod., Irving Briskin; dir., Robert Florey; 
orig. screenplay, Howard J. Green, Morton Thompson, 
Malvin Wald; camera, George Meehan. Cast: Anita 
Louise, Russell Hayden, Noah Beery, Jr., George Cleve- 
land, George McKay, Charles Arnt, Ralph Peters, 
Frank Yaconelli, Dick Fiske, John Harmon, 


THE SON OF DAVY CROCKETT, western; asso. 

rod., Leon Barsha; dir., Lambert Hillyer; orig. by 

ambert Hillyer; camera, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Bill 
Elliott, Iris Meredith, Dub Taylor, Don Curtis, Eddie 
Cobb, Steve Clark, Paul Scardon, Lloyd Bridges, Stan- 
ley Brown. 


BLONDIE IN SOCIETY, comedy; asso. prod., Robert 
Sparks; dir., Frank Strayer; no writing credits; camera, 
Henry Freulich. Cast: Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake, 
Larry Simms, Danny Mummert, Jonathan Hale, Wil- 
liam Frawley, Edgar Kennedy, Hal Cooke, Herbert 
Rawlinson, Cliff Clark, Chick Cl.andler. 


TILLIE THE TOILER, comedy: asso. prod., Robert 
Sparks; dir., Sidney Salkow; no writing credits; camera, 
Phil Tannura. Cast: Kay Harris, William Tracy, 
Daphne Pollard, George Watts, Jack Arnold, Benny 
Bartlett. 

MEDICO OF PAINTED SPRING, western; asso. 
prod., Jack Fier; dir., Lambert Hillyer; no writing 
credits; camera, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Charles Star- 
rett, Terry Walker, Ray Bennett, Ben Taggart, Richard 
Fiske, Ed Cobb, Wheeler Oakman, Bud Osborne, 
Charles Hamilton, George Chesebro, Steve Clark, 
Frank Wilder, Edward Cunningham, John Scott, En- 
wright Busse. 

KING OF DODGE CITY, western; asso. prod., Leon 
Barsha; dir., Lambert Hillyer; no writing credits; 
camera, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Bill Elliott, Tex Ritter, 
Judith Linden, Dub Taylor, Gus Ashe, Dick Anderson, 
Pierce Lydon. 


TWO LATINS FROM MANHATTEN, formerly 


GIRLS FROM PANAMA, drama; asso. prod., Wallace | 
MacDonald; dir., Charles Barton; no writing credits; | 


camera, John Stumar. Cast: Joan Davis, Jinx Falken- 
burg, Joan Woodbury, Carmen Morales, Marquita 
Bonanova, Don Beddoe, Richard Fiske, Lloyd Bridges, 
John Dilson, Dick Elliott, Tim Ryan, Chuck Morrison. 

MYSTERY SHIP, drama; asso. prod., Jack Fier; dir., 
Lew Landers; no writing credits; camera, Benjamin 
Kline. Cast: Paul Kelly, Lola Lane, Larry Parks, 
Roger Imhoff, Cy Kendall, Trevor Bardette, Dick Cur- 
tis, Dwight Frye, Byron Foulger, John Tyrrell. 


Columbia Pix in Production 


OUR WIFE, comedy; asso. prod. and dir., John Stahl; 
original screenplay, Lillian Day, Lyon Mearson; cam- 


era, Henry Sharpe. Cast: Ruth Hussey, Melvyn 
Douglas, John Hubbard, Charles Coburn. 
MR. JORDAN COMES TO TOWN, formerly 


HEAVEN CAN WAIT, comedy; asso prod., Everett 
Riskin; dir., Alexander Hall; no writing credits; camera, 
Joseph Walker. Cast: Robert Montgomery, Rita John- 
son, Claude Rains, James Gleason, John Emory, Halli- 
well Hobbs, Evelyn Keyes. 


YOU'LL NEVER GET RICH, com. drama; asso. prod., 
Sam Bischoff; dir., Sidney Lanfield; no writing credits; 
camera, Phil Tannura. ast: Fred Astaire, Rita Hay- 
worth, Martha Tilton, Sunnie O’Dea, Kay St. Germaine. 





LADIES IN RETIREMENT, drama; asso. prod., Les- | 


ter Cowan; dir., Charles Vidor: screenplay, Reginald 
Denham and Garrett Fort; camera, George Barnes. 
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Cast: Ida Lupino, Louis Hayward, Elsa Manchester, 
Edith Barrett, Evelyn Keyes, Isobel Elsom. 

TONIGHT BELONGS TO US, drama; prod.-dir., 
Gregory Ratoff; screenplay, Lady Eleanor Mercin- 
Smith; camera, Arthur Miller and Harry Straddling. 
Cast: Loretta Young, Dean Jagger, Eugenie Leontovich, 
Conrad Veidt, Victor Varcona, ° 

TEXAS, western; asso. prod., Sam Bischoff; dir., 
George Marshall; no writing credits; camera, George 





This list will | 
probably be somewhat reduced as the present season | 


FILM BOOKING CHART 





(For information of theatre and fitm exchange bookers Variety presents 


a cemplete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 

ALi RIGHTS RESERVED 
Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Meioarama; C—Comedy, CD—Comedy 


COPYRIGHT, 1940. BY VARIETY 


inc 


-Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU~—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of Varirty’s review and running time. 


WEEK OF RELEASE—4/18/41 





Penny Serenade (Col) 4/16 
Washington Melodrama (M-G) 4/23 
Hoosier Schoolboy (Mono) 6 30/37 
Ranch in Arizona (Mono) 5/21 
Border Vigilantes (Par) 4/2 
Robbers of the Range (RKO) 4/30 
Rookies on Parade (Rep) 4/30 
Ride on Vaquero (20th) 4/2 
Model Wife (U) 4/16 

That Uncertain Feeling (UA) 
Strange Alibi (WB) 4/30 


ryt 1-4) 
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92 
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62 


61 
61 

60 
69 
64 
78 
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63 


1. Dunne-C, Grant 

F. Morgan-A. Rutherford 
M. Rooney-A. Nagel 
R. Corrigan-J. King 
W. Boyd-R. Hayden 

T. Holt-V. Vale 

B. Crosby-M. Wilson 
C. Romero-M. Hughes 
J. Blondell-D. Powell 
M. Oberon-M., Douglas 
A. Kennedy-J. Perry 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/25/41 





Meehan. Cast: William Holden, Glenn Ford, Claire | Under Age (Col) 5/21_ D 59 N. Gray-A. Baxter 
Trevor, George Bancroft, Edgar Buchanan, Andy fee Big meee (Col) 5/21 D 6 O. Kruger-G. Dickson 
Tombes, Edmund MacDonald, Harrison Green, Merlin | apg nee mr ae cubase) = = = Secs ee 
Nelson, George Lloyd, Ralph Peters, Addison Richards, | Roar of the Press (Mono) CD 72 J. Parker-W. Ford. 
Don Beddoe. Power Dive (Par) 4/9 D 68 R. Arilen-J. Parker 
They Met in Argentina (RKO) 5/14 MU 76 M, O’Hara-G. Raymond 
Lady From Louisiana (Rep) 5/21 D 8% J. Wayne-O. Munson 
Metro Singing Hill (Rep) W 13 G. Autry-S. Burnette 
Mail Train (20th) M G. Harker-P. Calvert 
Flame of New Orleans (U) 4/30 D 178 M. Dietrich-B. Cabot 
That Hamilton Woman! (UA) 3/26 D 128 VY. Leigh-L. Olivier 
Brom. Sm, Shoot- Now ‘To Be Comp. Shoot.’ Wagons Roll at Night (WB) 4/30 D 83 H. Bogart-S. Sidney 


ing Cutting Shot 
6 6 5 


Features 50 
Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 


BLOSSOMS IN THE DUST, drama; asso. prod., Irv- 
ing Asher; dir., Mervyn LeRoy; based on orig. by Ralph 
Wheelwright; camera, Karl Freund. Cast: Greer Gar- 
son, Walter Pidgeon, Marsha Hunt, Fay Holden, Samuel 
S. Hinds, George Lessey. 


DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE (1941-42), drama; 
asso. prod., Victor Saville; dir., Victor Fleming; based 
on orig. by Robert Louis Stevenson; camera, Joseph 
Ruttenberg. Cast: Spencer Tracy, Ingrid Bergman, 
Lana Turner, Donald Crisp. a 


LADY BE GOOD, musical; asso. prod., Arthur Freed; 
dir., Norman McLeod; from the George Gershwin pro- 
duction; camera, George Folsey. Cast: Eleanor Powell, 
Lionel Barrymore, Robert Young, Ann Sothern, John 
Carroll, Red Skelton. 

THEY MET IN BOMBAY, formerly UNHOLY 
PARTNER, formerly THE UNIFORM, drama; asso. 
prod., Hunt Stromberg; dir., Clarence Brown; screen- 
play, Hans Kafka; camera, Bill Daniels, Cast: Clark 
Gable, Rosalind Russell, Jessie Ralph, Jay Novello, 
Rosina Galli, Peter Lorre, Keye Luke. 


THE BIG STORE, formerly BARGAIN BASEMENT, 
comedy; asso. prod., Louis K. Sidney; dir., Charles 
Riesner; no writing credits; camera, Charles Lawton. 
Cast: Marx Bros., Tony Martin, Virginia Grey, Mar- 
garet Dumont. 


THE GETAWAY, formerly THE ENEMY WITHIN, 
drama; asso. prod., J. Walter Ruben; dir., Richard 
Rosson; screenplay by Wells Root and W. R. Burnett; 
story by J. Walter Ruben and Wells Root; camera, Sid 
Wagner. Cast: Robert Sterling, Donna Adams, Van 
Heflin, Charles Winninger, Dan Dailey, Jr. 

Metro Pictures in Production 

BARNACLE BILL, comedy-drama; asso. prod., Mil- 
ton Bren; dir., .Richard Thorpe; screenplay, Jack 
Jevne; camera, Clyde DeVinna. 
——- Weidler, Marjorie Main, Leo Carrillo, Donald 

eek. 

THE YEARLING, drama (Technicolor) (41-42); asso. 
prod., Sidney Franklin; dir., Victor Fleming; orig. | 
screenplay, Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings; camera, Hal | 


Rosson. Cast: Spencer Tracy, Gene Echman, Ann Re- | adventure in Washington (Col) 


vere, Chill Wills, Adeline deWalt Reynolds. 


SMILIN’ THROUGH, drama (Technicolor) (41-42); | 
asso. prod., Victor Saville; dir., Frank Borzage; orig. | 
by Jane Cowl and Jane Murfin; camera, Oliver Marsh. | 
Cast: Jeanette MacDonald, Brian Aherne, Ian Hunter, 
Patrick O’Moore, Jackie Horner. 

LIFE BEGINS FOR ANDY HARDY, comedy; gen. 
office prod.; dir., George B. Seitz; no writing credits; | 
camera, Les White. Cast: Mickey Rooney, Lewis Stone, 
Fay Holden, Ann Rutherford, Sara Haden. 

RINGSIDE MAISIE, comedy; asso. prod., J. Walter 
Ruben; dir., Edwin L. Marin; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Charles Lawton. Cast: Ann Sothern, George 
Murphy, Robert Sterling. 

YOUNG AMERICANS, drama; asso. prod., Frederick 
Stephanie; dir., Herbert Sinclair; no writing credits; 





41-42 41-42, 
2 


Cast: Wallace Beery, | 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/2/41 








| They Dare Not Love (Col) 4/30 

| People vs. Kildare (M-G) 5/7 

| The Pioneers (Mono) 

| Reaching for the Sun (Par) 4/9 
Bringing Up Baby (RKO) 2/16/38 
Country Fair (Rep) 5/14 
Sheriff of Tombstone (Rep) 5/21 . 
Black Cat (U) 4/30 : 
Thieves Fall Out (WB) 6/4 


co sacuden 


102 
74 
54 
70 
72 


M. Scott-G. Brent 

L. Barrymore-L. Ayres 

T. Ritter 

J. McCrea-E. Drew 

K. Hepburn-C,. Grant 

J. Clyde-E. Foy, Jr. 

R. Rogers-G, Hayes 

H. Herbert-G. Sondergaard 
E. Albert-J. Leslie 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/9/41 





Her First Beau (Col) 5/7 cD 
| A Woman’s Face (M-G) 5/7 D 
| House of Mystery (Mono) 6/4 M 


Gay Vagabond (Rep) 5/21 Cc 
Great American Broadcast (20th) 4/30 D 
Affectionately Yours (WB) 5/7 D 


76 
105 
61 


6b 
90 
82 


J. Cooper-J. Withers 

J. Crawford-M. Douglas 
K. Kent-J. Kelly 

R. Karns-R. Donnelly 

A. Faye-J. Payne 

M. Oberon-D. Morgan 








WEEK OF RELEASE—5/16/41 





She Knew Allthe Answers (Col) 5/21 
I'll Wait for You (M-G) 5/14 

| King of the Zombies (Mono) 

| There’s Magic in Music (Par) 

Desert Bandits (Rep) 5/28 

| Cowboy and the Blonde (20th) 
| Prisomer of Zenda (UA) 9/1/37 
Tom Sawyer (UA) 2/16/38 

| Singapore Woman (WB) 5/14 D 


4/23 


84 
73 
67 


J. Bennett-F. Tone 

M. Hunt-V. Weidler 

D. Purcell-J. Woodbury 

A. Jones-S. Foster 

D. Barry-L. Merrick 

M. Hughes-G. Montgomery 
M. Carroll-R. Colman 

T. Kelly-E. Patterson 

B. Marshall-D. Bruce 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/23/41 





Naval Academy (Col) 
Love Crazy (M-G) 
Redhead (Mono) 
Pirates on Horseback (Par) 5/21 
Scattergood Pulls the Strings (RKO) 5/14 
Angels With Broken Wings (Rep) 6/4 
Saddlemates (Rep) 

Great Commandment (20th) 

Too Many Blondes (U) 5/21 

The Nurse’s Secret (WB) 


5/28 
5/14 





catatatceas 


65 
97 
64 
69 
69 
72 


F. Bartholomew-J. Lydon 
W. Powell-M. Loy 

J. Lang-J. Downs 

W. Boyd-R. Hayden 

G. Kibbee-D. Trout 

G. Roland-B. Barnes 

3 Mesquiteers 

J. Beal-M. Moscovich 

R. Vallee-H. Parrish 

L. Patrick-R. Toomey 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/30/41 





Billy the Kid (M-G) 
Silver Stallion (Mono) 
I Wanted Wings (Par) 


Saint’s Vacation (RKO) 


Sunny (RKO) 5/21 
Blood and Sand (20th) 


| Abbott-Costello in the 
Million Dollar Baby (WB) 5/28 


D 8&8 V.«. Bruce-H. Marshall 
5/28 w 9% Rz. Taylor-B. Donlevy 
w D. Sharpe-J. Waldo 
3/26 D 131 R. Milland-V. Lake 
M S. Gray-H. Sinclair 
MU 9%7 A. Neagle-R. Bolger 
5/21 D 123 L. Darnell-T. Power 
Navy (U) 6/4 C 8 Abbott-Costello 
CD 102 P. Lane-J. Lynn 


} 


Mata Hari (M-G) ‘ D 





| Wrangler’s Roost (Mono) w 
| Cyclone on Horseback (RKO) w 
| For Beauty’s Sake (20th) cD 
| Men of the Timberlands (U) M 
| Devil Dogs of the Air (WB) 2/12/35 D 
| Shining Victory (WB) 


5/28 D 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/6/41 


90 
78 


G. Garbo-R. Novarro 

R. Corrigan-J. King 

T. Holt-R. Whitley 

M. Weaver-N. Sparks 

R. Arlen-A. Devine 

J. Cagney-P. O’Brien 

J. Stephenson-G. Fitzgerald 


ED 














R. Sterling-D. Adams 

F. Craven-J. Todd 

F. Darro-M. Moreland 

M. Carroll-F. MacMurray 
Frank Buck Reissue 

L. Roberts-T. North 

J. Howard-B. Barnes 

V. McLagien-M. Woodworth 
J. Garfield-I. Lupino 


RD 


R. Vallee-R. Lane 


camera, Paul Vogel. Cast: Bonita Granville, Dan ped jon. canes = 
Dailey, Jr., Leo Gorcey, Ray McDonald. c WEEK OF RELEASE—€/13/41 
The Get-Away (M-G) D 
Richest Man in Town (Col) cD 
Monogram Gang’s All Here (Mono) Cc 
One Night in Lisbon (Par) 5/14 D 9% 
eee oe —— oe 6/21/32 M 6v 
P - Com- Shoot- Now To Be Comp. Shoot. | 2™Ge Wore yng es (20th) = 7/24/40 cD # 
40-41. pleted ing. Cutting Shot 41-42 41-42 | Tight Shoes (U) > 
Senteren 98 24 2 9 0 0 0 Broadway Limited (UA) D 
Westerns 16 13 1 1 2 0 0 paras = ea — i 4 = 
Totals 42 37 3 3 a ” a WEEK OF RELEASE—6/20/41 
Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: | Time Out for Rhythm (Col) 5/28 MU 74 
THE INVISIBLE GHOST, formerly THE MANIAC, Hands Across the Rockies (Col) w 


formerly THE PHANTOM KILLER, meller; asso. prod., 
Sam Katzman; dir., Joseph Lewis; screenplay, Helen 
and Al Martin; camera, Marcel LePicard. Cast: Bela 
Lugosi, Polly Ann Young, John McGuire. 


WRANGLERS’ ROOST, western; asso. prod., George 
Weeks; dir., S. Roy Luby; screenplay, Earle Snell; cam- 
era, Robert Cline. Cast: Ray Corrigan, John King, 
Max Terhune, Gwen Gaze, Forrest Taylor, George 
Chesebro, Frank Ellis, Jack Holmes. 


The Big Store (M-G) Cc 


West Point Widow (Par) cD 
They Meet Again (RKO) D 
Nevada City (Rep) w 
| Man Hunt (20th) D 
San Antonio Rose (U) MU 
Passage from Hongkong (WB) D 


{ 


Bill Elliot-M. Daily 

Marx Bros.-T. Martin 

A. Shirley-R. Carlson 

J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 

R. Rogers-G. Hayes 

J. Bennett-W. Pidgeon . 
R. Paige-J. Frazee 

K. Douglas-L. Fairbanks 








WEEK OF RELEASE—6/27/41 








: | Sweetheart of the Campus (Col 
THE GANG’S ALL HERE, comedy; asso, prod.,| Medico of Painted Springs (Cov Bs 
Lirfdsley Parsons; dir.. Jéan Yarborough; screenplay,’ Wanderers of the West (Mono) Ww 
Edmund Kelso; camera, Mack Stengle. Cast: Frankie They Met in Bombay (M-G) D 
Darro, Mantan Moreland, Jackie Moran, Keye Luke, | The Parson of Panamint (Par) w 
Marcia Mae Jones. ‘ bare A Young Lady (20th) 4/30/41 cD 
Monogram Pix Now in Production puedin’ Head umeuy — c 
WANDERERS OF THE WEST, western; asso. prod., Kansas Cyclone (Rep) Ww 
Robert Tansey; dir., Robert Hill; screenplay, Robert Hit the Road (U) D 
Emmett. Cast: Tom Keene, Betty Miles, Slim Andrews, U®dersround (WB) D 


MURDER BY APPOINTMENT, drama; asso. prod., 
A. W. Hackel; dir., Phi: Rosen; screenplay, George 
Bricker; camera, Martin G. Cohn. Cast: Wallace Ford, 
Marian Marsh, Sarah Padden, George Guhl, Wallis 
Clark, Garvin Gordon. 

CITY LIMITS, drama; asso. prod., Lindsley Parsons; 


(Continued on page 18) 


R. Keeler-O. Nelson 
C. Starrett-T. Walker 
T. Keene-B. Miles 

C. Gable-R. Russell 

E. Drew-C. Ruggles 

J. Withers-N. Kelly 
Disney Cartoon 

J. Canova-F, Lederer 
D. Barry-L. Merrick 
G. George-B. MacLane 
é. Lynn-K. Verne 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/4/41 








I Was a Prisoner on Devil’s Island (Co!) D 
Barnacle Bill (M-G) ; cD 





Caught in the Draft (Par) 5/28 c 
Moon Over Miami (20th) -MU 
Gangs of Sonora (Rep) - w 
Bachelor Daddy (U) Cc 


D. Woods-S. Eilers 

W. Beery-V. Weidler 

B. Hope-D. Lamour 

D. Ameche-B. Grable 

3 Mesquiteers 

Baby Sandy-F. E. Horton ° 
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Majors Expect to File Test Suit This 
Week to K.0. Minn.'s Anti-Pix Law 


The five major distributors oper- 
ating under the consent decree are 
expected to file a test case in the 
Federal court at Minneapolis by the 
end of this week, seeking to have 
the recently-enacted Minnesota anti- 
consent decree law on film selling 
nullified. Probably the first move 
will be to seek a temporary injunc- 
tion on the grounds the Minnesota 
statute develops unwarranted in- 
terference in interstate commerce. 

Five major company legal staffs, 
which have been huddling for a 
couple of weeks, were reported 
drafting the course of action this 
week, with hint that it might be 
completed some time during the 


week. Brief would go before a stat- | 


utory court of three judges in Min- 
neapolis. 

Aside from the interstate angle, 
little is known about the sort of 
attack to be launched by the film 
companies. However, it is believed 
that ultimately the _ distributors 
would seek to prove the law uncon- 
stitutional on the grounds that a fed- 
eral court decree supersedes such 
state laws. 

All of the Consent Decree dis- 
tribs have halted selling in Minne- 
sota. They continue delivering un- 
der old deals but are making no new 
pacts. 

Not known for certain but expect- 
ed that United Artists would join 
RKO, Paramount, Metro, 20th-Fox 
and Warner Bros. in making appli- 
cation for ‘temporary injunction 
against the present law because it 
markets films* individually in most 
instances even though not under the 
terms of the decree. Columbia, Uni- 
versal and lesser distributors are 
not affected since they offer their 





'DISTRIBS ASSURE 


Detroit, June 3. 


On assurances of all four defend- 
ant distributors that he would re- 
ceive fair treatment and all possi- 
ble consideration on the new prod- 
uct, Julius London withdrew the 
'chearance complaint involving his 
;Midtown theatre, up for a decision 
| before the Detroit AAA. It was the 
‘first settlement of a complaint here 
and involved Paramount, 
Warner Bros. and RKO as the de- 
fendant companies. 
| The basis for the agreement, 
lreached at a conference between all 
the parties concerned ‘around the 


' 
| 


Loew’s, | 


table’ at the arbitration chambers, | 


was that relief can be obtained un- 
der the consent decree only on next 
season’s contracts and that the case 
was filed too close to the new sell- 
ing season to make any new settle- 
ment practicable at this time. 





K. C. Still Squawkless 


Kansas City, Kans., June 3. 

Arbitration board set up under the 
consent decree in this territory has 
| yet to have registered with it its 
| first case for adjudication. 
| Experience duplicates that of 
; boards in several other zones, with 
| almost all of them getting consider- 
_ably fewer cases than was expected. 
| 





Singer’s Complaint 
Philadelphia, June 3. 
| Edward I. Singer, operator of the 





| INDIE A ‘BREAK’ 


Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 16) 
dir.,. Jean Yarborough; 
camera, Mack Stengler. 
Prouty, Lorna Grey. 


Cast: Frankie Albertson, Jed 


Paramount 


screenplay, Norman Leslie; | 


Prom. Com- Shoot- New Te Be Comp. Shoot. 
40-41 pleted ing Cutting Shot 41-42 41-42 
Studios 29 29 0 5 0 9 5 
H. Sherman 
9 1 2 0 0 0 
Morros- 

Stillman 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 
G. Markey 1 1 0 6 O) 0 0 
Pic. Corp. 

of Am. 3 1 0 1 1 0 0 
Fleischer 7 ws a re 0 1 

Totals 44 41 1 x 2 9 6. 

Pictures in cytting rooms or awaiting release: 

THE NEW YORKERS, comedy-drama; prod., Paul 


Jones; dir., Preston Sturges; script, Preston Sturges; 
camera, Victor Milner. Cast: William Powell, Ellen 
Drew, Raymond Walburn, William Demarest, Alex- 
ander Carr, Ernest Truex, Franklin Pangborn. 
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS, drama: in Technicolor; 
asso. prod., Jack Moss: dir., Henry Hathaway; orig.. 
Harold Bell Wright; screenplay, Grover Jones 
Stuart Anthony; camera, Charles Lang, Duke Green. 
Cast: John Wayne, Betty Field, Harry Carey, James 
Barton, John Qualen, Billy Gilbert, Ward Bond, Beu- 
lah Bondi, Marjorie Main, Samuel S. Hinds, Tom Fad- 


| den, Dorothy Adams, John Harmon, Carl Knowles. 


NEW YORK TOWN (1941-42), drama; asso. prod., 
Anthony Veiller: dir., Charles Vidor; screenplay, Jo 
Swerling and S. Lewis Meltzer, based on story by Jo 
Swerling; camera, Charles Schoenbaum. Cast: Fred 
MacMurray, Mary Martin, Robert Preston, Lynn Over- 
~ soa Akim Tamirofi, Betty Brewer, Eric Blore, Grace 

ayle. 


WIDE OPEN TOWN, formerly MEN OF ACTION, 
westen; Harry Sherman production; dir., Lesley Se- 
lander; screenplay, J. Benton Cheney; camera, Russell 
Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, Russell Hayden, Andy 
Clyde, Morris Ankrum, Evelyn Brent, Bernice Kay, 
| Victor Jory, Glenn Strange, Roy Bancroft, Bob Kort- 
| man, Ed Cassidy, Kenneth Harlan, C. Cleveland, Frank 
| Darien, Jock Rockwell. 
| KISS THE BOYS GOODBYE, comedy-drama; asso. 
prod., William LeBaron; dir. Victor Schertzinger: 
screenplay, Harry Tugend and Dwight Taylor; from 


full line of product, as outsiders to Hill, Chestnut Hill, Pa., filed a com- play by Clare Boothe; camera, Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: 
'plaint with the arbitration board Mary Martin, Don Ameche, Eddie Anderson, Oscar 
Sat. (31) against Paramount, Warner Levant, Raymond Walburn, Jerome Cowan, Barbara 


the decree. . 





Here Comes Mr. Jordan 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Robert Montgomery moved out to 
the Providencia Ranch with Claude 
Rains and Edward Everett Horton 
to start ‘Mr. Jordan Comes to Town’ 
on location. 

Everett Riskin produces and Alex- 
ander Hall directs. 


Tetzlaff’s ‘Glamour Boy’ 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Second director job for Ted Tetz- 
laff at Paramount is ‘Glamour Boy,’ 
a co-starrer for Susinna Foster and 
Jackie Cooper. 
Former cameraman Tetzlaff’s first 





piloting chore was ‘World Premiere.’ | Rangers.’ 





Paul Felix Warburs’s Report 


Bros. and RKO, asking that a maxi- 
mum clearance be set for the S-W 
|'Sedgewick. Clearance for the house 
‘is now seven days over the Hill. The 
‘Rialto, adjunct of the Affiliated The- 


latres circuit in the area, was named Apel, Ernest  Cossart, 


las ‘interested party.’ 


8 Pix in Rep’s Ist Quarter 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Eight pictures, seven westerns and 








1941-42 season. 
Serial is 











Chairman of M.P. Arbitration Body Makes Factual 
Analysis—Yale Law Journal Story Not His 


Sponsorship for certain 


comments and analyses of the U. S. 


Consent Decree, governing distribu 
tor-exhibitor trade practices, 
attributed inadvertently in last 
week’s Variety to Paul Felix War- 
burg, chairman of the administrative 
committee of the motion picture 
arbitration system. 

Excerpts erroneously ascribed to 
Warburg were taken from the spring 
issue of the Arbitration Journal, 
published by the American Arbitra- 
tion Association. The article which 
was quoted was a re-published thesis 
that appeared in the Yale Law Jour- 


nal (March, *41) under the heading, 
‘Legislation by Consent in the Mo- 


tion Picture Industry.’ 


Mr. Warburg’s first quarterly re- 
port of the motion picture arbitra- 


critical 


were 


representatives 


‘King of the Texas 


tor, intervening exhibitor and the Delmar Daves. 
three distributors named in the next 


Jo Allen, Virginia Dale, Elizabeth Patterson, Minor 
Watson. 

SKYLARK (1941-42), comedy; asso. prod.-dir., Mark 
Sandrich; screenplay by Allan Scott; adaptation, Z. 
Myers; camera, Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, 
Ray Milland, Brian Aherne, Binnie Barnes, Walter 
Grant Mitchell, Mona Barrie. 
| James Rennie, Virgina Sale, Fritz Feld. 
| ONE NIGHT IN LISBON, drama: asso. prod. and 
| dir., Edward H. Griffith; screenplay, Virginia Van Upp, 

based on play by John Van Druten: camera, Bert 

Glennon. 
, John Loder, Patricia Morison, Dame May Whitty. 


and | 





Cast: Madeleine Carroll, Fred MacMurray, | 


CAUGHT IN THE DRAFT, comedy; asso, prod., B. G. | 


DeSylva; dir., David Butler; orig. screenplay by Harry 


Tugend; additional dialogue, Wilkie C. Mahoney: cam- | 


one serial, are slated for production era, Charles Schoenbaum. Cast: Bob Hope, Dorothy 
at Republic in the first quarter of the Lamour, Eddie Bracken, Lynn Overman, Clarence 
Pat | 


Kolb, Paul 
| West. 


THE GREAT MAN’S 


Hurst, Arthur Loft, Murray Alper, 


LADY, formerly PIONEER 


_._ | WOMAN (1941-42), drama; asso. prod-dir., William A. 


| Wellman; screenplay, W. L. River; camera, William | 


| Mellor. 
| Donlevy, Lloyd Corrigan, Etta McDaniel. 
' Hail, Katherine Stevens, Helen Lynd, Mary Treen, 
Lucien Littlefield, Anna Q. Nilsson. 


WEST POINT WIDOW, formerly LITTLE MISS 
MUFFET, comedy; asso. prod., Sol C. Siegel: dir., 
Robert Siodmak; screenplay, F. Hugh Herbert and 
Hans Kraly; camera, Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Anne 
| Shirley, Richard Carlson, Richard Denning, Archie 
| Twitchell, Martha O'Driscoll. 
| NIGHT OF JANUARY 16TH (1941-42), drama: asso. 
| prod., Sol C. Siegel: dir., 


John Mescall. 


which resulted in an agreement to Stanton, Willard Robertson, James Flavin, Georges 
prepare certain documentary proof Renavent, Paul Irving, Cecil Kellaway, Jean Phillips, 
i and submit this proof in the form of Barry A. Bailey, Broderick O'Farrell, J. W. Johnston, 
stipulations at the hearing. This Jack Richardson, Hayden Stevenson, 
saved the time, not only of the arbi- Keith Richards, Rod Cameron, George Guhl, Byron 


'trators and the parties, but of the 
severai witnesses who would have 
been called upon to bring such docu- 
ments from their offices and remain Kahn, based on a story by Harry A Gourfain. Murray 
at the hearing while the data sought | Boltinoff and Martin Rackin; camera, Theodor Spar- 
was obtained from them by testi-| kuhl. Cast: Lloyd Nolan, Constance Moore. Albert 
| mony and cross-examination. Dekker, Sheldon Leonard, Barbara Allen, 


Sam Ash, Pop Byron. 


Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Joel McCrea, Brian | 
Thurston | 


William Clemens; screenplay, | 
Robert Pirosh, Eve Greene: camera, | 
ne Cast: Ellen Drew, Robert Preston, Nils | 
complaint, and participated in by Asther, Donald Douglas, Roy Gordon, Margaret Hayes. 
of the association, Clarence Kolb, Harry Hayden, Edwin Stanley, Paul 


Alice White, | 


Foulger, Eric Wilton, Norman Ainsley, Gus Glassmire, | 


BUY ME THAT TOWN (1941-42), drama: asso. prod., | 
Sol C. Siegel; dir. Eugene Forde; screenplay, Gordon 


Edward | 


‘As this second hearing consumed Brophy, Warren Hymer, Horace MacMahon, Olin How- | 


only three days, it is believed that 


‘two days were saved by the stipu- 


; lation method. Further experiments 


| will be conducted from time to time, 
and perhaps some method may be 


tion tribunals was the next succeed- | established which will materially re- 
ing article in the Arbitration Jour-| duce the time needed to procure the | Asther, Eve!yn Brent, Mikhail Rasumny, John Miljan, 


nal. 


The text of his summary was | evidence necessaty 
strictly factual and emphasized cer-|the facts required 


tain improvements and benefits in | clearance disputes.’ 


expediting film arbitration proceed- | 


Mr. Warburg further reports, ‘With Gerald Geraghty; camera, Russell Harlan. Cast: 


land, Richard Clarke, Rod Cameron, Pierre Watkin, 
Si Jenks. 

FORCED LANDING (Picture Corp. of America), 
meller; prods.. Bill Pine and Bill Thomas; dir., 
Gordon Wiles; orig. story, and screenplay, Maxwell 
Shane and Edward Churchill; camera, John Alton. 
Cast: Richard Arlen, Eva Gabor, J. Carrol Naish. Nils 


in establishing | Victor Varcuni, Bobby Dillon, John Gallaudet. 
in considering | 


SECRETS OF THE WASTELANDS, western; Harry 
|Sherman prod.; dir. Derwin Abrahams; screenplay, 
Bill 


ure as a result of voluntary agree- the close of the quarter, the number Boyd, Brad King, Andy Clyde, Barbara Britton. Doug- 


ment between complainants and re- of arbitrators 


spondents. 


territory. Mr. Warburg writes: 


qualified and ap- 


‘After the first hearing in Wash- the arbitrators appointed are mem- 


ington, which consumed five days, bers of the bar. 
several suggestions were made by | city, 
the arbitrator and the clerk of the officials 


presidents, 


of Bar Associations 


™n practically every 
ex-presidents and 


Washington Tribunal, in regard to' numbered among the members of 
reducing the time required for the| the Panel. In addition, the arbitra- 


reception of evidence in subsequent’ tors 


clearance cases. As a result, a con- 


include educators in almost 
| every city, as well as men distin- 


Special reference was pointed in the Motion Picture Panels 
made to a hearing in the Washington | of the 31 cities are 1,017. 


are | 


las Fowley, Keith Richards. 
ALOMA OF THE SOUTH SEAS (1941-42) (Techni- 


It is inter- | color); asso. prod., Monte Bell; dir., Alfred Santell; 
esting to note that the majority of | screenplay, Frank Butler, Seena Owen, Lillie Hayward: 


| camera, Karl Struss. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Jon Hall, 
| Lynn Overman, Rita Shaw, Katherine DeMille, Fritz 
| Lieber, William Edmunds, Philip Reed, Noble Johnson, 
, Francis MacDonald. 

| HOLD BACK THE DAWN (1941-42), drama; asso. 
| prod., Arthur Hornblow; dir. Mitchell Leisen; screen- 
play, Ketti Frings; camera, Leo Tover. Cast: Charles 
Boyer, Olivia de Havilland, Paulette Goddard, Walter 
Abel, Victor Francen, Rosemary De Camp, Don Doug- 


ference was arranged with the at-| guished in business and other pro- las, Curt Bois. 


adicindh aR ea een ae 
eae es 


torneys for the complaining exhibi- | fessions.’ 


paierate tae 


| THE PARSON OF PANAMINT, western; Harry 





Sherman production; dir., William McGann; orig. by 
Peter B. Kyne; camera, Russell Harlan. Cast: Charles 
Ruggles, Ellen Drew, Philip Terry, Joseph Schildkraut, 
Porter Hall, Janet Beecher, Douglas Fowley, Paul 
Hurst, Clem Bevans, Frank Puglia, Henry Kolker. 

WORLD PREMIERE (1931-42); drama: asso. prod, 
Colbert Clark; dir., Ted Tetzlaff; screenplay, Earl Fe]- 
ton; camera, Don Fapp. Cast: John Barrymore, Frances 
Farmer, Ricardo Cortez, Don Castle, Richard Denning, 
Eugene Pallette, Cliff Nazarro, Martha O'Driscoll, Vir- 
ginia Dale, Fritz Feld, Luis Alberni, Sig Rumann, Eliza- 
beth Dow, William Wright. 

HENRY ALDRICH FOR_ PRESIDENT, formerly 
HENRY FOR PRESIDENT, drama; asso. prod., Joseph 
Sistrom; dir., Hugh Bennett; orig. screenplay by Val 
Burton; camera, John Mescall. Cast: Jimmy Lydon, 
Charles Smith, June Preisser, Rod Cameron, Martha 
O'Driscoll, Mary Anderson, Dorothy Peterson, John 
Litel, Buddy Pepper, Lucien Littlefield. 


Paramount Pix Now in Production 


NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH (1941-42), comedy; 
asso, prod. Arthur Hornblow; dir., Elliott Nugent; 
screenplay, Don Hartman and Ken Englund, from play 
by James Montgomery and novel by Frederick S. 
Isham; camera, Charles Lang. Cast: Bob Hope, Paul- 
ette Goddard, Edward Arnold, Glen Anders. Helen 
Vinson, Leif Erickson, Willie Best, Grant Mitchell, Rose 
Hobart, Catherine Doucet, William Wright, Mary 
Forbes, Helene Millard, Clarence Kolb, Leon Belasco. 


BIRTH OF THE BLUES (1941-42), musical: assoc. 
prod., Monte Bell; dir., Victor Schertzinger; screenplay, 
Harry Tugend and Walter DeLeon; camera, William 
Mellor. Cast: Bing Crosby, Mary Martin, Brian Don- 
levy, Carolyn Lee, Eddie (Rochester) Anderson, Jack 
Teagarden orch. 


AMONG THE LIVING, drama (41-42); asso. prod., 
Colbert Clark; dir., Stuart Heisler; screenplay, Lester 
Cole and Garrett Fort; camera, Theodore Sparkuhl. 
Cast: Albert Dekker, Susan Hayward, Harry Carey, 
Frances Farmer, Gordon Jones, Jean Phillips, Maude 
Eburne, Archie Twitchell, Ernest Whitman, William 
Stack, Ella Neal, Catherine Craig, Eddy Chandler. 

SHEIK OF BUFFALO BUTTE, western; Harry Sher- 
man prod.; dir.. Howard Bretherton;: no writing cred- 
its; camera, Russell Harian. Cast: William Body, Brad- 
ley King, Andy Clyde, Jean Phillips, Duncan Renaldo, 
Mickey Elissa. 

BAHAMA PASSAGE, drama (Technicolor) (41-42); 
asso. prod.-dir., Edward H. Griffith; screenplay, Vir- 
ginia Van Upp; camera, Leo Tover and Allan Davy. 
Cast: Madeline Carrell, Stirling Hayden, Mary Ander- 
son, Leigh Whipper. 

SULLIVAN’S TRAVELS, drama (41-42); asso. prod., 
Paul Jones; dir., Preston Sturgess; no writing credits: 
camera, John Seitz. Cast: Joel McCrea, Veronica 
Lake, Raymond Walburn, William Demarest, Franklin 
Pangborn,s Porter Hall, Byron Foulger, Margaret 
Hayes, Torben Meyer, Robert Greig, Eric Blore, Al 
Bridge, Esther Howard, Almira Sessions, Frank Moran, 


George Renevant. 
RKO-Radio 





Prom. Com- Shoot- Now To Be Comp, Shoot. 
40-41 = pleted ing Cutting Shot 41-42 41-42 
Studio 37 34 4 0 3 2 
Westerns 6 6 1 1 0 1 1 
Play’s the 
Thing 4 * 0 0 4 0 0 
H. Lieyd 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Stephens- 
Lang 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 
W.Disney 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Totals 52 44 7 5 4 4 3 
Samuel Geldwyn (1941-42) 0 1 
Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 
TOM, DICK AND HARRY, comedy; asso. prod., 
Robert Sisk; dir.. Garson Kanin; screenplay, Paul 


Jerrico; camera, Merritt Gerstan. Cast: Ginger Rogers, 
George Murphy, Alan Marshall, Burgess Meredith, Joe 
Cunningham, Jane Seymour, Lenore Lonergan. 

MY LIFE WITH CAROLINE, comedy: assoc. prod., 
William Hawks; dir., Lewis Milestone; play by George 
Berrand and Louis Verneuil; adaptation by John Van 
Druten; camera, Victor Milner. Cast: Ronald Colman, 
Anna Lee, Charles Winninger, Gilbert Roland, Hugh 
O'Connell, Murray Alper, Matt Moore, Jeanine Crispin. 

PARACHUTE BATTALION (1941-42), drama: asso. 
prod., Howard Benedict; dir., Leslie Goodwins: screen- 
play, John Twist and Capt. Hugh Fite: camera, J. Roy 
Hunt. Cast: Robert Preston, Nancy Kelly, Edmond 
O’Brien, Harry Carey, Buddy Ebsen, Paul Kelly, Rich- 
ard Cromwell, Robert Barrett. 

BEFORE THE FACT (1941-42), drama: prod. dir., 
Alfred Hitchcock; from the novel by Frances Iles; 
camera, Harry Stradling. Cast: Cary Grant, Joan 
Fontaine, Cedric Hardwicke, Nigel Bruce. Dame May 
Whitty Isabel Jeans, Heather Angel, Auriol Lee. 


CYCLONE ON HORSEBACK, western: asso. prod., 
Bert Gilroy; dir.. Edward Killy: screenplay, Norton S. 
Parker, Morton Grant; camera, Harry Wild. Cast: Tim 
Holt, Marjorie Reynolds, Ray Whitley "Lasses White, 
Dennis Moore. 


LADY SCARFACE, drama; asso, prod., Cliff Reid; 
dir.. Frank Woodruff; screenplay, Arnaud d’Usseau, 
Richard Collings; camera, Nick Musucara. Cast: Den- 
nis O'Keefe, Judith Anderson, Frances Neal. Rank 
Brooks, Mildred Coles, Eric Blore, Lee Bonnell, Marion 
Martin, Horace MacMahon 

DUDE COWBOY, (1941-42), prod., 
Bert Gilroy; dir.. David Howard: screenplay, Morton 
Grant; camera, Harry Wild. Cast: Tim Holt, Marjorie 


Reynolds, Eddie Dew, "Lasses White. Ray Whitley, 
Helen Holmes. ‘ ; 


RKO Pix Now in Production 

THE DEVIL _AND DANIEL WEBSTER (41-42), 
drama; prod., William Dieterle; asso. prod., Charles L. 
Glett; story by Stephen Vincent Benet; screenplay, Dan 
Totheroh; camera, Joseph August. Cast: Thomas 
Mitchell, Walter Huston, James Craig, Anne Shirley, 
Jane Darwell, Simone Simon, John Qualen, Gene 
Lockhart, Alex Craig, Frank Conlan, Casey Johnson. 

FATHER TAKES A WIFE, comedy-drama (41-42); 
asso. prod., Lee S. Marcus; dir., Jack Hively; screen- 
lay, Dorothy and Herbert Fields Cast: Adolphe 

enjou, Gloria Swanson, John Howard, Desi Arnaz, 
Florence Rice, Helen Broderick, Neil Hamilton, George 
Meador, Grady Sutton. 


_THE LITTLE FOXES (Goldwyn) (1941-42), drama; 
dir., William Wyler; screenplay, Lillian Hellman; cam- 
era. Greg Toland. Cast: Bette Davis, Richard Carlson, 
Patricia Collinge, Carl Benton Reid, Dan Duryea, 

(Continued on*page 20) 
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Damon Runyon intro- 
: | duces “Speedy”, a 
an | pedigreed man down 
to his fingerprints (on 
police file anywhere), 
as gentle a Broadway 
mug as ever made his 
racket customers be- 
have—and the dice 
misbehave. 


Written by DAMON RUNYON 
whose :“‘Tight Shoes“ follows 
a grand list of box-office pic- 
tures, which includes “Little 
Miss Marker”, “‘A Slight Case 
of Murder“‘and “‘Lady fora Day“’ 





MR. EXHIBITOR! Today’s business is being done 


by action-comedies ... People want to laugh at 
slam-bang fun!...“TIGHT SHOES” is just that! 


DATE NOW. 


IN 


FOR IMMEDIATE BOOKING! 
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Koerner’s Ideas for RKO Operations 





New Theatre Head Favors Occasional Vaude, Price 
Shifts, Elastic Policy, Etc. 


poston, ne 3. HOLLINGSWORTH VS. FOX 


Charles W. Koerner, newly ap- 
pointed president of RKO Theatres, 
aired some of his views on theatre 
operation while in town last week- 
end for a reunion with the Hub 
press. 

It appears that RKO managers will 
have plenty to say about their indi- 
vidual operations, but in general they 
will be expected to ‘give the studios 
more cooperation.’ Koerner believes 
that too many managers lean too 
heavily on Hollywood for their sal- 


vation and more or less shrug their , 


shoulders when a B film is booked 
in. 


Live talent has always been re- 
garded as a good hypo, when intelli- 
gently employed, to weak screen fare, 
and he used it himself as a divisional 
manager here and on the Coast. Ap- 
parently vaude will get a break on 
the RKO circuit from now on—but 
there will be a tendency to break 
away from routine type of presenta- 
tions. Koerner also mentioned a lik- 
ing for single features when the pro- 
duct warrants it—and a leaning to- 
wards a one-act talent booking to re- 
place a bad co-feature in deluxe op- | 





bh 
| 


TO BAT IN LINCOLN 


Lincoln, Neb., June 3. 

| Case of Frank E. Hollingsworth, 
owner of the Pix theatre in Beatrice, 
Neb., against the Fox Beatrice Thea- 
tre Corp. and others over alleged 





violation by the latter of the Sher- | 


man and Clayton anti-trust acts is 
on trial in Federal court here. Case 
went to trial Monday (26) and 
charges and counter-charges are 
still being thrown. 


Hollingsworth charges conspiracy 
to force him out of _ business 
, through monopolistic methods, nam- 
_ing 17 defendants and asking $234,- 
300 in damages. Defendants include 
beside the Fox outfit Elmer C. Rho- 
den, R. G. Montgomery, Charles E. 
Shafer, H. A. McClure and B. M. 
Montee, all of the Fox Beatrice 
office; Fox Midwest Amusement 
Corp., controlling organization for 
| the Beatrice Fox Co., which op- 
,erates the Rivoli; United Artists 
Corp.; RKO Radio, Loew’s, Para- 
'mount, Universal, Republic Pictures 
and Midwest Theatres, Inc. 


a ~ 
~ meng att ee = 


erations. 
ll 

RKO chief is aiming to break away osu Ramee dagen gl oo 
from the stereotyped manner of op- prior to June 1, 1939. After redeco- 
eration, revise policy frequently to ration and installation of modern 
meet special local conditions, rais€' equipment and fixtures in another 
b.o. prices when exceptional shows theatre he named the Pix, he made 
can be booked in, extend runs when arrangements to lease the house for 
product strength permits, shorten five years at $10,000, and run class 
runs when vice versa, and inject new pictures. 


slants and stunts to perk up public; According to the plaintiff, a plan 
interest. Koerner intimated that of monopoly was worked out by the 


under his regime no home-office qefendants wherein a large number | 


boking is irrevocable; and if the local ‘of films in excess of the amount 
manager proposes something better needed for regular exhibition were 
for his particular spot he'll get it. contracted for to be shown in the 
Koerner conferred at length with opposition Rivoli and Fox owned by 
Harry McDonald, New England divi- | the defendants. 
sion manager; Ben Domingo, Boston | Hollingsworth claims he was un- 
city manager; and Jack Granara, HUb abje to obtain ‘suitable’ product for 
publicity and exploitation chief, dur- his house. In addition, he claims, 
ing his two-day visit here. |the defendants cut ticket rates and 
he was ‘caught with an unexpired 
lease valued at $10,000 for the Pix, 
and could not operate the place be- 
| cause of the stranglehold imposed by 
Jean Renoir’s first directing as- | the other operators.’ 
signment at 20th-Fox is ‘Swamp| Defense claims that a monopoly 
Water,’ based on the Vereen Bell did not exist and says Hollingsworth 
novel. \‘had at all times, enough film on 
Working with Renoir as co-pilot , hand so that he could operate.’ 
is Irving Pichel, who will handle 
dialog. 





Renoir’s First Dip 


Hollywood, June 3. 





FRAPPE’D DRAMATICS 
Hollywood, June 3. 
WIDOWED BY GRAY WALIS' Dramatic sequences of  ‘Ice- 
Hollywood, June 3. Capades’ go before the cameras at 

Preston Foster and Frances} Republic today (Tues.), following a 
Farmer are teamed up for the lead | week of rehearsals by 75 skaters on 
roles of ‘Prison Widows’ at Para-, the new rink on the Mabel Normand 
mount. | stage. 

Jonathan Finn and Gordon Kahn' Dorothy Lewis plays the femme 
are fashioning a script out of the. lead, with Joseph Santley directing 
original by Louis Pollock. {and Robert North producing. 





*Rhodes, John 


—_— -— 


Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 18) 


Charles Dingle," Teresa Wright, Jessie Grayson, John 
Marriott. 

MEET THE VIKING, formerly THE GAY FALCON, 
drama: asso. prod., Howard Benedict; dir., Irving Reis; 
orig. by Michael Arlen;-screenplay, Lynn Rott and 
Frank Fenton; camera, Nick Musuraca. Cast: George 
Sanders, Wendy Barrie, Allen Jenkins, Anne Hunter, 
Gladys Cooper, Edward S. Brophy, Arthur Shields, 
Damian O'Flynn, Turhan Bey, Eddie Dunn, Lucile 
Gleason. 


LOOK WHO’S LAUGHING, formerly LOOK WHO’S 
TALKING, comedy; asso. prod.-dir, Allan Dawn; 
screenplay, James V. Kern; camera, Frank Redman. 
Cast: Edgar Bergen, ‘Charlie McCarthy,’ Jim Jordan, 
Marion Jordan, Lucille Ball, Lee Bonnell, Dorothy 
Lovett, Harold Peary, Isabel Randolph, Irving Bacon, 
| Neil Hamilton. 


MEXICAN SPITFIRE’S BABY, formerly LORD 
EPPING SEES A GHOST, comedy; asso. prod., Leslie 
Goodwins; dir., Cliff Reid; screenplay, Jerry Cady; 
camera, Jack MacKenzie. Cast: Leon Errol, Lupe 
Velez, Don Woods, ZaSu Pitts, Elizabeth Risdon. 
| TIM HOLT NO. 3, western (41-42); asso, prod., David 
Howard; dir., Bert Gilroy; orig. story, Tom Gibson; 
screenplay, Norton S. Parker. Cast: Tim Holt, Lee 
‘Lasses’ White, Ray Whitley, Jane Clayton, Fern Em- 
met, Lane Chandler, Davidson Clark. 
| 


Republic 





Prom. Com- Shoot- Now To Be Comp. Shoot, | 

40-41 =pleted ing Cutting Shot 41-42 42-42 | 
Features 28 23 2 2 3 0 0 
Westerns 30 26 1 1 3 0 0 
. Serials 4 + 0 1 0 0 0 
Totals 62 53 3 4 6 0 0 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


MOUNTAIN MOONLIGHT, formerly THUNDER 
OVER THE OZARKS, comedy-drama; asso. prod., 
Armand Schaefer; dir., Nick Grinde; screenplay, John 
| Kraft, Mauri Grashin and Dorrell and Stuart Mc- 
‘Gowan; orig., Arthur Vernon Jones; camera, Jack 
Marta. Cast: Weaver Bros. and Elviry, Betty Jane 
Archer, Loretta Weaver, George Ernest, 
Frank Sully, Kane Richmond. 


PUDDIN’ HEAD, comedy; asso. prod., Albert J. 
Cohen; dir., Joseph Santley; screenplay, Jack Townley 
and Milt Gfoss; camera, Jack Marta. Cast: Judy 
Canova, Francis Lederer, Eddie Foy, Jr., Slim Summer- 
ville, Alma Krueger, Emmett Lynn, Vic Potel. 


NEVADA CITY, western; asso, prod. and dir., 
Joseph Kane; orig. screenplay, James Webb; camera, 
William Nobles. Cast: Roy Rogers, George Hayes, Silly 
Payne, Billy Lee, George Cleveland, Joseph Crehan, 
Fred Kohler, Jr., Pierre Watkin, Jack Ingram, Rex 
Lease. 


JUNGLE GIRL, serial; asso. prod., H. S. Brown, Jr., 
dir., William Witney and Jack English; screenplay, 
Ronald Davidson, Norman S. Hall, Bill Lively, Joseph 
O’Donnell, Joseph Poland, Alfred Batson; camera, 
| Reggie Lanning. Cast: Frances Gifford, Tom Neal, 
Eddie Acuff, Tommy Cook, Al Taylor, Bud Geary, 
| Frank Lackteen, Bob Barron, Kikume, Ken Tarrell. 


Public Pix in Production 
HURRICANE SMITH, drama; asso. prod., Robert 
| North; dir.. Bernard Vorhaus; orig. story, Charles G. 
Booth; screenplay, Robert Presnell; camera, Ernest 
| Miller. Cast: Ray Middleton, Jane Wyatt, J. Edward 
|, Bromberg, Harry Davenport, Henry Brandon, Frank 
Darien, Rod Bacon, Elliott Sullivan, Eddie Chandler. 


GANGS OF SONORA, western; Asso. prod., Louis | 


Grey; dir., Jack English; orig. screenplay, Albert De- 
Monde and Doris Schroeder; camera, Bud Thackery. 
| Cast: Bob Livingston, Bob Steele, Rufe Davis, June 
| Johnson, Helen MacKellar, Robert Frazer, Bud Taggert, 
| Jack Lawrence, Bud Geary. 


UNDER FIESTA STARS, western; asso. prod., Harry 
Grey; dir., William Morgan; no writing credits; camera, 
Reggie Lanning. Cast: Gene Autrey, Smiley Burnette, 

| Maris Wrixon, George Cleveland, Robert Kent, Sarah 

Edwards, Dick Elliott, Sammy Blystone, Monte Blue, 

Fred Burns, Eddie Dew. 


20th Century-Fox 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Hollywood’s doing more ‘road’ work these days than a heavyweight 
¢ontender. With Paramount having recently completed ‘Road to Zanzibar’ 
(after the ‘Road to Singapore’) and preparing ‘Road to Morocco’, Universal 
has staked claim to ‘Road to Montezuma’. 





Other ‘road to....’ film-titles, Hays office records reveal, have led to | 
Moscow, Rio, Bagdad, Yesterday, India, Frisco, Peril, Paradise, Mandalay, 


Glory, Arcady, Broadway, Divorce, France, Life, London, Love, Reno, 
Romance and Ruin. 





Going over the files last week, Merle Potter, Minneapolis Times column- 
ist, ran across an item in the May 10, 1908, issue, telling of a benefit at 


the Dewey theatre, local burlesque house then, for Bill Koenig, its man- | 


ager at that time. 

The same William Koenig just had his contract as general studio man- 
ager renewed by 20th-Fox. He has been a high salaried executive in 
Hollywood for nearly two decades now, but prior to that managed bur- 
lesque theatres in Minneapolis. 





To date more than 1,000 exhibitors throughout the country have joined 
the Motion Picture Committee Cooperating for National Defense, accord- 
ing to Joe Bernhard, Warner general operator, who is chairman of the 
theatre division. 

In joining up the theatres agree to cooperate in the showing of non- 
commercial reels on defense approved by the committee. All phases of 
defense are covered by the specially-made films. 





Warners is further catering to the Latin-American trade by film- 
ing extra takes on all songs in Spanish for pictures designed for wide cir- 
culation in Mexico and South America. Hitherto the ditties have been sung 
in English, with Spanish translations running across the bottom of the 
film. Idea is being used in ‘Navy Blues,’ and will be incorporated into 
‘Man Power,’ ‘Million Dollar Baby,’ ‘Kings Row’ and ‘Hot Nocturne.’ 





When N. Y. News recently ediorialized that femmes between the ages 
of 18 and 23 should be drafted, just as boys are. Columbia lost no time in 
taking up the suggestion, next day staking the title ‘Drafted Women.’ 
Couple other pix on the ways using a conscription aspect are Col’s ‘Tillie 
Feels the Draft’ and Universal’s ‘Private Miss Smith.’ 


Se TR OTE. 





Com- 
pleted 


Prom. 
40-41 
Features 52 


Shoot- Now 


To Be Comp. Shoot. 
ing Cutting 
2 6 


Shot 41-42 41-42 
0 3 2 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


FOR BEAUTY’S SAKE, comedy-drama; prod., Lucien 
Hubbard; dir., Shepard Traube; screen play, Wanda 
, Tuchok, Ethel Hill, Walter Bullock; camera, Charles 
Clarke. Cast: Ted North, Marjorie Weaver, Richard 
se Lenita Lane, Ned Sparks, Joan Davis, Pierre 
| Watkin. 


THE BRIDE WORE CRUTCHES, comedy drama; 
asso. prod., Lucian Hubbard; dir., Shepard Traube; 
screenplay, E. E. Verdier, from original by E. E. Ver- 
dier and Alan Drady; camera, Charles Clarke. 
Lynne Roberts, Ted North, Edgar Kennedy, Robert 
Armstrong, Lionel Stander, Richard Lane, Grant Mit- 
chell, Harry Tyler, Edmund MacDonald. 


ACCENT ON LOVE, formariy THE MAN WITH A 
SHOVEL, formerly RETURN TO LIFE, drama; 
asso. prod., Walter Morosco, Ralph Dietrich; dir., Ray 
McCarey; orig. by Dalton Trumbo; screenplay, John 
| Larkin; camera, Charles Clarke. Cast: George Mont- 
| gomery, Osa Massen, J. Carrol Naish, Minerva Urecal, 
| Cobina Wright, Jr., Stanley Clements, Hector Sarno, 
| Thurston Hall, John Banner. 


MOON OVER MIAMI, formerly MIAMI, musical 
(Technicolor), asso. prod., Harry Jo Brown; dir., Walter 
Lang; screenplay, Vincent Lawrence and Brown 
Holmes; camera, Peverell Marley and Allen M. Davey. 
| Cast: Den Ameche, Betty Grabel, Robert Cummings, 
Charlotte Greenwood, Jack Haley, Carole Landis, Co- 
bina Wright, Jr., Laird Cregar, Condos Brothers. 


MAN HUNT, drama; asso. prod., Kenneth MacGowan; 
| dir., Fritz Lang; screenplay, Dudley Nichols; camera, 
Arthur Miller. Cast: Joan Bennett, Walter Pidgeon, 
George Sanders, John Carradine, Roddy McDowell, 
Heather Thatcher, Roger Imhoff. 


SUN VALLEY SERENADE, formerly SUN VALLEY, 
musical (1941-42), asso, prod., Milton Sperling, dir., H. 
Bruce Humberstone; screenplay, Robert Ellis end Helen 
Logan; camera, Edward Cronjager. Cast: Sonja Henie, 
John Payne, Glenn Miller ch, Milton Berle, Joan 
. Davis, Nicholas Brothers. 
| DRESSED TO KILL, formerly THE DEAD TAKE 
NO BOWS, drama (41-42); asso. prod., Sol. M. Wurtzel; 

dir., Eugene Forde: screenplay, Stanley Rauh and Man- 























Cast: | 





ning O’Connor; camera, Glenn MacWilliams. Cast: 
Lloyd Nolan, Mary Beth Hughes, Sheila Ryan. William 
Demarest, Ben Carter, Virginia Brissac, Erwin Kalser. 


BELLE STARR, drama (41-42) (Technicolor); asso. 
prod., Kenneth Macgowan; dir., Irving Cummings; no 
writing credits; camera, Ernest Palmer, Ray Rennahan. 
Cast: Gene Tierney, Randolph Scott, Shepperd Strud- 
wick, Dana Andrews, Louise Beavers, Olin Howland, 
Elizabeth Patterson, Chill Wills, Paul Burns. 


DANCE HALL, formerly THE BOUNCER AND THE 
LADY, formerly DANCE HALL, drama; asso. prod., 
Sol Wurtzel; dir., Irving Pichel; adapted from novel 
by W. R. Burnett; camera, Lucien Andriot. Cast: Cesar 
Romero, Carole Landis, William Henry, June Storey, 
J. Edward Bromberg, Charles Halton, Pere Launders. 


LAST OF THE DUANES, drama (41-42); asso. prod., 
Sol M. Wurtzel; dir., James Tingling; story by Zane 
Grey; screenplay, Irving Cummings, Jr., and William 
Conselman, Jr.; camera, Charles Clarke. Cast: George 
Montgomery, Lynne Roberts, Eve Arden, Francis Ford, 
George Stone, Joseph Sawyer, Truman Bradley. 


PRIVATE NURSE, comedy drama; exec. prod., Sol 
M. Wurtzel; dir.,. David Burton; orig. screenplay, Sam- 
uel G. Engel; camera, Virgil Miller. Cast: Jane Dar- 
well, Brenda Joyce, Sheldon Leonard, Robert Lowery, 
Ann Todd, Kay Linaker, Frank Sully. 


CHARLIE CHAN IN RIO, drama; exec. prod., Sol 
M. Wurtzel; dir., Harry Lachman; screenplay, Samuel 
G. Engel and Lester Ziffern; camera, Joseph P. Mac- 
Donald. Cast: Sidney Toler, Mary Beth Hughes, Co- 
bina Wright, Jr.. Ted North, Victor Jory, Harold 
Huber, Sen Yung, Robert Derr, Jacqueline Dalya, Kay 
Linaker. 


20th-Fox Pix in Production 


A YANK IN THE R.A.F., drama; asso. prod., Lou 
Edelman; dir., Henry King; screenplay, Darrell Ware 
and Karl Tunberg; camera, Leon Shamroy. Cast: Ty- 
rone Power, Betty Grable, John Sutton, Reginald Gar- 
diner, Donald Stuart, John Wilde, Richard Frazer. 

CHARLEY’S AUNT, comedy; asso. prod., William 
Perlberg; dir., Archie Mayo; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Peverell Marley. Cast: Jack Benny, James Ellison, 
Kay Francis, Edmund Gwenn, Arleen Whelan, Laird 
Cregar, Ernest Cossart, Richard Haydn, Anne Baxter. 

WILD GEESE CALLING, drama (41-42); asso. prod., 
Harry Joe Brown; dir., John Brahm; screenplay, Hor- 
ace McCoy, based on novel by Stewart Edward White; 
camera, Lucien Ballard. Cast: Henry Fonda, Joan Ben- 
nett, Warren William, Ona Munson, Barton MacLane, 
Russell Simpson. 


United Artists 


Shoot- Now 
ing Cutting 





To Be Comp. Shoot. 
Shot 41-42 41-42 
0 


Com- 
pleted 


Prom. 

40-41 
Goldwyn 
Selznick 2 
Wanger 4 
Chaplin 1 
Roach 5 
3 

1 


— 


Korda 
Ed. Small 
Lesser- 
Lubitsch 
Loew- 
Lewin 
Bronston 
R. Rowl’d 
Pascal 
James 
Roosev’t 
Gloria 
Pics. 
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Totals 28 





Total sold 22. 
Five cancelled. 
1 to release for 40-41. 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


BROADWAY LIMITED, drama; Hal Roach prod.; 
dir., Gordon Douglas; screenplay Rian James; camera, 
Norbert Brodine. Cast: Victor McLaglen, Marjorie 
Woodworth, Dennis O’Keefe, Patsy Kelly, ZaSu Pitts, 
Leonid Kinsky, George E. Stone. 

NEW WINE (1941-42), musical; asso. prod., Dr. Wil- 
liam Sekely; dir., Rheinhold Scheunzel; original by 
Ladislaus Bus-Fekete; camera, John Mescal. Cast: 
Ilona Massey, Binnie Barnes, Alan Curtis, Albert Bas- 
serman, Billy Gilbert. 


UA Pictures in Preduction 


ILLUSIONS (1941-42), drama; Alexander Korda 
production; dir., Julian Duvivier; screenplay, Ladislaus 
Bus-Fekete; camera, George Barnes. Cast: Merle 
Oberon, Alan Marshall, Joseph Cotten, Hans Jaray, 
George Reeves, Enda May Oliver, John Halliday, Sara 
Allgood, Billy Roy. 


INTERNATIONAL LADY, formerly G-MEN OF 
SCOTLAND YARD (1941-42), meller; Edward Small 
prod.; dir., Tim Whalen; screenplay, E. Lloyd Sheldon, 
Jack de Witt, Howard Estabrook; camera, Hal Mohr. 
Cast: Ilona Massey, George Brent, Basil Rathbone, 
Marjorie Gateson, Wyndham Standing, Gene Lockhart, 
Rita Quigley, George Zucco. 





Universal 
Prom. Com- Shoot- Now To Be Comp. Shoot. 
40-41 pleted ing Cutting Shot 41-42 41-42 
Features 40 40 9 N} 0 a 
Arlen-Devine 
Actions 7 7 0 3 0 0 0 
Westerns 7 5 0 0 2 Q 0 
Frank 
Lloyd 3 1 0 0 7 7 0 ti] 
Serials 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 
Totals 61 57 0 12 4 9 a 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

A DANGEROUS GAME, formerly WHO KILLED 
DOC ROBIN?, mystery melo; asso. prod., Ben Pivar; 
dir., John Rawlins; orig., Larry Rhine, Ben Chapman; 
screenplay, Larry Rhine, Ben Chapman, Maxwell 
Shane; camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Richard Arlen, 
Andy Devine, Jeanne Kelly, Edward Brophy, Vince 
Barnett, Richard Carle, Tom Dugan, Andrew Tombes. 

OH, CHARLIE (1941-42), comedy; asso. prod., Burt 
Kelly; dir., Arthur Lubin; no writing credits; camera, 
Elwood Bredell. Cast: Bud Abbott, Lou Costello, 
Richard Charlson, Evelyn Ankers, Joan Davis, Marc 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Biggest Personality 
Parade! | 





Here's what your patrons 
want right now!.... 
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Lawrence, Shep Howard, Spencer Charters, Russell 
Hicks. 

HIT THE ROAD, drama; asso. prod., Ken Gold- 
smith: dir., Joe May; screenplay, Robert Lee Johnson 
and Brenda Weisberg; camera, Jerome Ash. Cast: 
Gladys George, Barton MacLane, Bobs Watson, Ber- 
nard Punsley, Billy Halop, Huntz Hall, Gabriel Dell, 
Walter Kingsford, Eily Malyon, Edward Pawley, John 
Harmon. 


CRACKED NUTS, comedy; asso. prod., Joseph G. 
Sanford: dir., Eddie Cline; orig. screenplay, Erna 
Lazarus and W. Scott Darling; camera, Charles Van 
Enger. Cast: Mischa Auer, Una Merkel, Stuart Erwin, 
Astrid Allwyn, William Frawley, Hattie Noel, Ernie 
Stanton, Mantan Moreland. 


DOUBLE DATE, comedy; asso. prod., Joseph G. 
Sanford; dir.. Glenn Tryon; screenplay, Scott Darling, 
Erna Lazarus, Agnes Christine Johnson; camera, John 
Boyle. Cast: Peggy Moran, Rank Brooks, Una Merkel, 
Tommy Kelly, Edmund Lowe, William Rule. 

BACHELOR DADDY, formerly SANDY STEPS 
OUT, comedy; asso. prod., Burt Kelly; dir., Harold 
Young; orig. screenplay, Robert Lees and Fred Rinaldo; 
camera, Milton Krasner. Cast: Baby Sandy, Edward 
Everett Horton, Donald Woods, Raymond Walburn, 
Evelyn Ankers, Kathryn Adams, Franklin Pangborn, 
Leonard Elliott, Bert Roach, George Meader. 


TIGHT SHOES, comedy (Mayfair Production); asso. 
prod., Jules Levey; dir., Albert Rogell; based on a 
story by Damon Runyon; camera, Elwood Bredell. 
Cast: John Howard, Broderick Crawford, Binnie 
Barnes, Leo Carrillo, Anne Gwynne, Samuel S. Hinds, 
Shemp Howard, Richard Lane, Edward Gargan, Tom 
Dugan. 


HELLO, SUCKER (1941-42), comedy; asso. prod., 
Ken Goldsmith; dir., Edward Cline; screenplay, Mau- 
rice Leo and Paul Gerard Smith; camera, Charles Van 
Enge. Cast: Hugh Herbert, Tom Brown, Peggy Moran. 


MEN OF THE TIMBERLAND, meller; asso. prod., 
Ben Pivar;’dir., Jack Rawlins; screenplay, Maurice 
Tombragel and Griffin Jay; camera, John Boyle. Cast: 
Richard Arlen, Andy Devine, Linda Hayes, Willard 
Robertson, Francis MacDonald, Hardie Albright, Roy 
Harris, Paul E. Burns, Gaylord Pendleton. 


BEYOND THE LAW (1941-42), drama; asso. prod., 
Jack Barnhard; dir., George Waggner; orig. screenplay, 
George Waggner; camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Wil- 
liam Gargan, John Litel, June Clyde, Anne Nagel, 
Mary Gordon, Addison Richards, Eddie Hart, Charles 
Sherlock, Chuck Morrison, Russell Hicks. 


HALF WAY TO SHANGHAI (1941-42), drama; asso. 
prod., Marshall Grant; dir., Noel Smith; screenplay, 
Stanley Rubin and Roy Chanslor; camera, John Boyle. 
Cast: Charles Bickford, Evelyn Ankers, Frank Albert- 
son, Cecil Kellaway, Truman Bradley, Willie Fung, 
Viola Vaughn, Keye Luke, Len Christy, Dorothy 
Vaughn, Grace Lem. 


SEA RAIDERS, drama; asso. prod.. Henry McRae; 
dir., Ford Beebe and John Rawlins; orig. screenplay, 
Clarence Upson Young and Paul Huston; camera, 
Jerome Ash. Cast: Billy Halop, Huntz Hall, Gabriel 
Dell, Bernard Punsley, Hally Chester, William Hall, 
John McGuire, Mary Field, Dick Alexander, Stanley 
Blystone, Ernie Adams, Jack Clifford, Anthony Rod- 
gers, Joe Recht, James Blainem, Jerry Mandy, Mickey 
Simpson, Paul Newlan. 


LAW OF THE BANGE, formerly MARSHAL LAW 
(tentative title), drama; assoc. prod., Will Cowan; dir., 
Ray Taylor; no writing credits; camera, William Sick- 
ner. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy Knight, Nell 
O’Day, Elaine Morey, Roy Harris, Ethan Laidlaw, 
Charles King, Hal Taliaferro, Jerry Harte, Pat 
O’Malley. 


BIG HOUSE BLUES, formerly RHAPSODY IN 


STRIPES (1941-42), comedy-drama; asso. prod., Ken | 


Goldsmith: dir., Albert S. Rogell; no writing credits; 
camera, Elwood Bredell. Cast: Anne Gwynne, Nat 
Pendleton, Robert Paige, Elizabeth Risdon, John Kelly, 
Charles Sullivan. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS (1941-42), comedy-drama; 
asso. prod., dir., Gregory LaCava; screenplay, Eugene 
Thackery; camera, Joseph Valentine. Cast: Irene 
Dunne, Robert Montgomery, Preston Foster, Eugene 
Pallette, Esther Dale, Walter Catlett, June Clyde, Dick 
Foran, Samuel S. Hinds, Kathryn Adams, Hugh Beau- 
mont, Virginia Brissac, Mary Jo Ellis, Rev. Neal Dodd, 
Hope Landin, Frank Shannon, Thomas Ross, Phyllis 
Barry, Richard Davies, Virginia Engels, Beatrice Rob- 
erts, Chester Clute, John Sheehan, Matt McHugh, Fred 
Santley, Dorothy Granger, Grace Stafford, Phyllis 
Kennedy, Jack Voglin, Eddie Fetherston, Paul Fix, 
Dora Clemant, Reed Hadley, Boyd Irwin, Frank Cogh- 
lan, Jr., Hillary Brooke, Lester Dorr, Grace Hayle, 
Dorothy Vaughan. 

RADIO REVELS OF 1942, musical (1941-42); asso. 
prod., Joseph G. Sanford; dir., Harold Young; no writ- 
ing credits; camera, Elwood Bredell. Cast: Ken Mur- 
ray, Frances Langford, Don Wilson, Skinnay Ennis 
and orch, Susan Miller, Senor Lee, Lewis Howard, Iris 
Adrian, Tom Dugan, Blanche Stewart, Elvina Allman, 
Hanley Stafford, Peter Sullivan, Six Sweethearts. 


FLYING CADETS, drama (1941-42); asso. prod., 
Paul Malvesa; dir., Erle Kenton; no writing credits; 
camera, John W. Boyle. Cast: Edmund Lowe, William 
Gargan, Peggy Moran, Frank Albertson, 
Thomas, Roy Harris, Charles Williams. 

MAN FROM MONTANA, western-action; asso. prod., 
Will Cowan; dir., Ray Taylor; no writing credits; cam- 
era, William Sickner. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, 
Fuzzy Knight, Nell O’Day, Jeanne Kelly, Butch & 
Buddy, William Gould, James Blaine, Dick Alexander, 
Karl Kachett, Murdock McQuarrie, Eddie Cobb, Frank 
Ellis, Kermit Maynard, Jack Shannon, 
Men. 


MAID IN MANHATTAN, formerly SING ANOTHER 
CHORUS, comedy-drama (41-42); asso. prod. Ken 
Goldsmith; dir., Charles Lamont; screenplay, Marion 
Orth, Paul Gerard Smith and Brenda Weisberg; cam- 
era, Jerome Ash. Cast: Johnny Downs, Jane Frazee, 
Mischa Auer, Walter Catlett, Sunnie O’Dea, Iris 
Adrian, George Barbier, Nell O’Day, Joe Brown, Jr., 
Rosario and Anionio, Ronald Peters, Ed Kane, Greta 
Grandstedt, Ann Duran. 

MOONLIGHT IN HAWAII, comedy-drama; asso. 

., Ken Goldsmith; dir., Charles Lamont; no writ- 

ng credits; camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Johnny 

Downs, Jane Frazee, Leon Errol, Mischa Auer, Rich- 

ard Carle, Maria Montez, Sunnie O’Dea, Marjorie 

Gateson, Elaine Morey, The Merry Macs, Jean De 

Briac, Charles Coleman, Jim Spencer, Eddie Lee, 
Mickey Simpson. 

U Pix in Production 


I Js LEWIS (tentative title), drama (41-42); 


prod.-dir, Frank Lloyd; no writing credits; camera, 
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Milton Krasher. Cast: Franchot Tone, Walter Bren- 
nan. John Carroll, Carol Bruce, Nigel Bruce, Leo G. 
Carroll, Roger Imhof, Paul Hurst, Frank Conroy, Ray 
Beltram, Morris Ankrum, Lewis Mercier, Philip Char- 
bert, Jerome DeMiccio, Walter McGrill, Dale 
Sickle, George Brogerman, Jerry Frank. 


SAN ANTONIO ROSE, drama (41-42); asso. prod., 
Ken Goldsmith; dir., Charles Lamont; no writing 
credits; camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Robert Paige, 
Jane Frazee, The Merry Macs, Eve Arden, Shemp 
Howard, Lon Chaney, Jr., Louis DaPron, Roy Harris, 
Charles Long. 


ALMOST AN ANGEL, drama (41-42); asso. prod., 
Joseph Pasternack; dir., Henry Koster; no writing 
credits; camera, Rudolph Mate. Cast: Deanna Durbin, 
Charles Laughton, Robert Cummings, Margaret Tal- 
lichet. 

MOB TOWN, drama (41-42); asso. prod., Ken Gold- 
smith; dir., William Nigh; no writing credits; camera, 
Elwood Bredell. Cast: Dick Foran, Anne Gwynne, 
Dead End Kids. 


Warners 





Prom. Com- Shoot- Now To Be Comp. Shoot. 
40-41 pleted ing Cutting Shot 41-42 41-42 
Studio 48 48 0 9 0 1 3 
Capra- 
Riskin 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Lasky 1 1 0 0 0 0 
Totals 50 50 0 9 0 1 3 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

THE BASHFUL HERO, formerly STUFF .OF 
HEROES, drama: asso. prod., William Jacobs; dir., Ben 
Stoloff; screenplay, Ben Marksen and Kenneth Gamet; 
story by Harold Titus; camera, Arthur Todd. Cast: 
Eddie Alberts, Joan Leslie, Alan Hale, John Litel, 
William Lundigan. 


line material continued to suffer a 
summer slump this week and you 
| could add up the total of ‘names’ in 
/ and out on your digits, provided you 
took off your shoes and socks. 


Marshal H. Emsor, radio operator 
/from. Olathe, Kans., breezed in the 
TWA way Sunday (1) to be given 
the William S. Paley Award, from 
the Columbia Broadcasting System, 
at a Monday (2) luncheon at the 
Waldorf-Astoria. 


Friday (30) saw George Jessel 
Eastern Airline to Philadelphia, 
' while Thursday’s (29) toddlers real- 
ly saw some action with a half a 
dozen important people pounding in 
and out. Simone Simon flew to 
Pittsburgh for a theatre date on 
TWA’s Stratoliner after having 
changed her reservation three times 








—just hating to leave our city, no 
doubt. 
Holly woodians 


Thursday (29) also saw Burgess 
‘Meredith Stratoliner in from Chi- 
|eago to spend the Memorial Day 
weekend at his country home. Mere- 
_dith just finished playing Harry in 
| RKO’s forthcoming ‘Tom, Dick and 
Harry.’ The same swing of the hour 
hand noted Rosemary Lane and Gail 
Patrick wave adios to Cesar Romero 
as the girls American Airlined back 


MURDER ON THE SECOND FLOOR, mystery; asso. | WOOdians have been bouncing around 


prod., William Jacobs; dir., D. Ross Lederman; screen- 
play, Anthony Coldeway; camera, Al Seigler. Cast: 
Frieda Inescort, Heather Angel, Bruce Lesier, Paul 
Cavanagh. 


SHINING VICTORY, formerly WINGED VICTORY, 
drama; asso. prod., Robert Lord, dir., Irving Rapper; 
screenplay, Howard Koch and Anne Froelic . from a 
play by A. J. Cronin; camera, James Wong Howe. Cast: 

ames Stephenson, Geraldine Fitzgerald, Donald Crisp, 
Montagu Love, Richard Ainley, Barbara O’Neill, Bruce 
Lester, Frank Reicher. 


THE BRIDE CAME C.O.D., comedy; asso. prod., 
William Cagney; dir., William Keighley; screenplay, 
Julius and Philip Epstein: camera, Ernie Haller. Cast: 
James Cagney, Bette Davis, Stuart Erwin, William 
Frawley, George Tobias, Jack Carson, Harry Davenport. 


THREE SONS O’ GUNS, formerly MOTHER’S 
BOY, comedy-drama; asso. prod., William Jacobs; dir., 
Ben Stoloff; story and screenplay, Fred Niblo, Jr.; 
camera, Arthur Todd. Cast: Wayne Morris, Tom 
Brown, William T. Orr, Marjorie Rambeau, Irene Rich, 
Moroni Olsen, Suzanne Carnahan. 


HIGHWAY WEST, ‘western; asso. prod., Edmund 
Grainger; dir., William McGann; screenplay, Charles 
Kenyon, Allen Rivkin and Kennett Gamut; camera, 
Ted McCord. Cast: Brenda Marshall, Arthur Kennedy, 
Olympe Bradna, William Lundigan, Slim Summerville, 
Willie Best, Dorothy Tree, Frank Wilcox. 

GENTLE PEOPLE, drama; asso. prod., Henry Blanke; 
dir., Anatole Litvak; screenplay, Jerry Wald, Richard 
Macauley, Robert Rossen; from play by Irwin Shaw; 
camera, James Wong Howe. Cast: Ida Lupino, John 
Garfield, Thomas Mitchell John Qualen, Eddie Alberts, 
Aline MacMahon, Odette Myrtil, George Tobias, Leo 
Gorcey, Bernard Gorcey, George Homus. 

KISSES FOR BREAKFAST, formerly SHE STAYED 
KISSED, comedy; asso. prod., Harlan Thompson; dir., 
Ray Enright; screenplay, Kenneth Gamet, from play 
by Seymour Hicks; camera, Arthur Edeson, Cast: Den- 


nis Morgan, Shirley Ross, Jane Wyatt, Lee Patrick, | 


Jerome Cowan, Una O’Connor, Romaine Callendar, 
Nydia Westman, Barnett Parker, Leon Belasco, Louise 
Beavers; Clarence Muse, Willie Best, Frank Orth. - 
UNDERGROUND, drama; asso. prod. William 
Jacobs; dir., Vincent Sherman; screenplay, Charles 
Grayson; camera, Sid Hickox. Cast: Jeffrey Lynn, 
Kaaren Verne. Mona Maris, Martin Kosleck. 
PASSAGE FROM HONGKONG, drama; asso. prod., 


William Jacobs; dir., D. Ross Lederman; screenplay, | 


Fred Niblo, Jr., from a story by Earl Derr Biggers; 
camera, Al Siegler. Cast: Keith Douglas, Lucile Fair- 
banks, Lumsden Hare, Paul Cavanagh, Gloria Holden, 
Creighton Hale, Juanita Stark, Jean Ames, Alexis 
Smith. 

SERGEANT YORK, drama; asso. prod., Jesse L. 
Lasky; dir., Howard Hawks; screenplay, Henry Chand- 
lee and Abem Finkel; supplementary scenes and dialog, 
John Huston and Howard Koch; camera, Sol Polito. 
Cast: Gary Cooper, Walter Brennan, Joan Leslie, Mar- 
garet Wycherly, Ward Bond, June Lockhart, Noah 
Beery, Jr., Howard DaSilva, Dickie Moore. 


BAD MEN OF MISSOURI, drama; asso. prod., Bryn | 


Foy; dir., Ray Enright; orig. screenplay, Robert L. 
Buckner, Allen Rivkin, Robert Kent, Lester Cole, 
Charles Grayson; camera, Arthur Todd. Cast: Dennis 


Morgan, Wayne Morris, Arthur Kennedy, Jane Wyman, | 
Howard DaSilva, Ann Todd, Willie Best, Roscoe Ates, | 


Eddie Acuff. 
MANPOWER, drama; prod., Hal Wallis: dir., Raoul 


Walsh, orig. screenplay, Jerry Wald and Richard Ma- | 


cauley; camera, Ernest Haller. Cast: Edward G. Rob- 
inson, Marlene Dietrich, George Raft, Ward Bond, 
Frank McHugh, Eve Arden, Joyce Compton. 

DIVE BOMBER, drama (In Technicolor); asso. prod., 
Robert Lord; dir., Michael Curtiz; story by Com. Frank 
Wead; screenplay, Com. Frank Wead and Robert Buck- 
ner; camera, Bert Glennon and Wenton Hock. Cast: 
Errol Flynn, Fred MacMurray, Ralph Bellamy, Regis 
Toomey, Robert Armstrong, Louis Jean Heydt, Cliff 
Nazarro, Craig Stephens, Garet Craig, James Anderson. 

FLIGHT PATROL, drama; assoc. prod., Edmund 
Grainger; dir., Lothar Mendes; screenplay, Leonard 
Hoffman and Barry Trivers; camera, James Van Trees. 
Cast: Ronald Reagan, James Stephenson, William Lun- 
digan, Olympe Bradna, Eddie Foy, Jr., Reginald Denny, 
Charles Irwin, Crauford Kent. 

BULLETS FOR O’HARA, drama; asso. prod., William 
Jacobs; dir., William K. Howard; orig. by Abem Finkel 
and Harold Buckley; screenplay, Raymond Schrock. 
Cast: Joan Perry, Roger Pryor, Anthony Quinn, Dick 
Purcell, Maris Wrixson, Richard Ainsley, Roland Drew, 
Joe King, Joan Winfield, DeWolf Hopper, Sidney 
Bracy, Victor Zimmerman, Kenneth Harlan, Frank 
Mayo, Hank Mann, Jack Mower, Lea Baird. 


Warner Pictures in Production 


NAVY BLUES, drama (41-42); asso. prod. Jerry 
Wald and Jack Saper; dir., Lloyd Bacon; orig., Sam 


(Continued on page 23) 


New England playing benefit shows 
for Spyros Skouras’ Greek War Re- 
lief unit. The day before Friday 
also saw Irving Berlin chasing all 
over the port trying to find a, taxi- 
cab on his Eastern Air Line return 
from Philadelphia. He had depart- 
ed for Washington on Tuesday (27) 
and bounced north to Quakertown 
the following day. 


The outbound Yankee clipper car- 
ried Associated Press’ Heitman to 
Lisbon on one lap of the Australian 
reporter’s trip from the Melbourne 
city room to the London _ shop. 
Among the inbound Atlantic Clip- 
'per trippers were Elmer Davis, CBS 
news commentator; Harvey Schwarz, 
exec of the British edition of Decca 
Records; and Vincent Giordana, 
newshunter for New York’s Italian 
daily rag, Il Progresso, 





soil by Clipper on April 23 to have 
|a look-see through the London fog 
'at the war, is not a novice at World 
| Wars. During the 1917 epidemic of 


| insanity he recalled that he crossed 


| the Atlantic on the Ford Peace Ship 
and returned on a steamer that was 
| scratched where it counts by a Ger- 
|man torpedo, to be rescued at sea 
| by a British man-of-war, which may 
| account for his fondness for John 
| Bull, Inc. 


With much to say on the English 
|food situation, Davis declared the 
| British have plenty of staple sup- 
plies but that the quality is not too 
| good. This situation is not particu- 
larly distressing to anyone but the 
| American observers, apparently, for 
Davis volunteered: ‘English food is 
not always renowned for its excel- 
| lence.’ 


As to the Hess saga, the CBS chat 
specialist said: “The general public in 
England knows no more about it 

|than does the American public.’ 
| Areas that have been blitzed are ‘go- 
ing strong nevertheless,’ Davis stated, 
;and ‘the Germans will never be 
‘able to take what the British have 
| withstood this winter.’ 


| The metropolitan dailies, usually 
;a bit shy when it comes to pub- 
| licizing statements of newsmen not 
|}on their own payrolls, were gener- 
ous to the Davis remarks, handing 
out beaucoup space which justified 
|the appearance at the Clipper base 
of CBS Praise Agent Jimmy Win- 
chester, 

Vera Zorina in From H’wood 

Schwartz, who left these shores for 
| his London post late in March, was 
rushing westward to Hollywood, 
' where his wife is very ill, and Gior- 
| dana, who spent three months in the 
| Balkans and Italy glancing at in- 
cidents there that are reportedly 
disturbing the peace, was so sorry 
but he couldn’t discuss the sitcheea- 
chin with stay-at-home news re- 
corders, 


Vera Zorina, in ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase,’ came in on TWA’s Strato- 
liner from the western end of the 
line, where she had spent the week- 
end getting screen-tested for a new 
Paramount musicfilm. 

Ruth Chatterton turned up this 
week to drop into the airport’s Kitty 
Hawk cocktail lounge and Saturday 
night (31) saw Cesar Romero, who 
apparently is making a career out of 
the airport, and Betty Furness and 
Johnny Green, the musicmaster, 





Newsmen Sift Censorship 


Continued from page 2 


to Los Angeles. The three Holly- | 


| distributor-exhibitor 
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, Share a table in the barroom. Miss 
, Furness is Mrs. Green. 

Saturday (31) also saw the air. 
,port’s music machine undergo a 
,change of pilots with Jay Coe mov- 
ing out to make room for the band 
of Ron Perry, Velva Nalley,. like 
| Democracy, continues on, playing pi- 
ano pieces prettily for the cocktail 
convoy conglomeration. 


B. 0. Drive 
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executives held on Monday (2) 
.Sponsoring the idea, still in em- 
bryonic form, is Spyros Skouras, 
president of National Theatres, 20th- 
Fox affiliate, who has volunteered to 
act as liaison between the exhibiting 
branch and the Hollywood produc- 
ing studios. 

Stung to action by the week-by- 
| week drop in theatre attendance, for 
which showmen can list innumerable 
reasons, both sound and otherwise, 
the exhibiting branch is determined 
ito take a firm stand against publie 
‘apathy. In the discussions which 
followed the Skouras proposal, gen- 
|eral acquiescence to the manouver 
| was registered, although no attempt 
, was made to crystallize any definite 
‘plans at this time. 


It was apparent that the exhibi- 
, tion structure of the industry, fight- 
_ing single-handed without the sup- 
{port of production and distribution, 
| would be unable to cope with the 
| situation of boxoffice lethargy that 
|has spread its disheartening effects 
| to every corner of the nation. 

Meet the Peepul 


Crying need, as expressed by some 
of those who attended the meeting, 
jis for the public to become ac- 
| quainted intimately with the large 
;number of young players who, 
| chiefly through force of casting cir- 
| cumstances, have been pushed into 
|lead roles in the newly released 
| product, in some cases before their 
period of promotional probation was 
| finished. The industry, it was 
| pointed out, is in a transitory condi- 
| tion. Even as the old methods of 
relations are 


preg | revolutionized by the terms of 
Davis, who departed your Uncle’s | 


the U. S. Consent Decree, starting in 
September, likewise a vast and un- 
| predicted upheaval in production 
' values has come about. 


| Although executives who attended 
|the meeting were cautioned to with- 
| hold specific ideas and suggestions 
|for the triple-offensive (combining 
| production, distribution and exhibi- 
,tion) the opinion was expressed 
| subsequent to the confab that studios 
| will be sounded out on the prac- 
| ticability of sending scores of their 
younger players on tours of theatres 
,for personal appearance bookings. 
| Some players, because of production 
| requirements, may not be available 
‘for longer than a few weeks at a 
| time. 

| A galaxy of Hollywood represent- 
atives touring important cities and 
towns, it is belived, will fit admir- 
jably into the general efforts of na- 
tional and home defense. They will 
appear also as guest speakers at 
| patriotic meetings. Public good will 
is one of the main purposes of the 
| contemplated united endeavor of the 
industry. 








H’ wood Needs Stars 
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bracket stars is only part of the 
difficulties. Several years ago it was 
customary for the more popular 
freelance players to appear in three 
or four pictures annually. Federal 
and state income tax schedules, he 
| said, have dulled the determination 
on the part of these players to 
work as frequently as in the past. 
On account of higher surtaxes, the 
| Players find themselwes as well off 
| financially by playing in three pic- 
tures every two years. 

In consequence, although there are 
as many star names on the indus- 
try’s list as heretofore, the players 
are appearing in fewer pictures. 
Meanwhile, in the absence of any 
general industry policy, that has de- 
velopment of names as a permanent 
and continuing purpose, public and 
exhibitor demand the familiar, 
proved players. Younger talent is 
being tried out of necessity, but 
practically nothing is being done in a 
unified, effective way, to further the 
popularity of the new faces. With 
a limited source upon which to draw, 
and an exhibitor and public atti- 
tude unsympathetic, or at least 
apathetic, the producer, Schaefer 
declares, is faced with enigma. 
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U.S. Labor Conciliator Steps Into 
Disney-Cartoonists Strike Impasse 








Hollywood, June 3. 

Governmental intervention in the 
strike at the Walt. Disney studio is 
disclosed with the move by Lyman 
Sisely, U. S. Labor Conciliator, who 
is here to effect a peaceful settle- 
ment. He conferred Monday (2) 
with labor leaders and today (Tues- 
day) is slated for talks with Disney. 

Sisely understood making a check 
of the situation for an official report 
to Washington. 

Outside support of the cartoonists’ 
strike took a definite form when 
Motion Picture Studio Projectionists 
Local issued orders to 12 boothmen 
eat Technicolor to refrain from 
screening Disney pictures effective 
Monday (2). Intimated Projection- 
ists District Council No. 2 may be 
asked to cooperate by having mem- 
bers refuse to project Disney films 
in theatres where employed. 

Pressuring RKO 


Strike leaders meet with RKO 
studio heads upon arrival here of 
George J. Schaefer with a view to 
having the studio cease distribution | 
of Disney’s cartoons for duration of 
the strike. Studio is passing up the 
previewing of Disney’s ‘Reluctant 
Dragon’ and it goes into release Fri- 
day (6). RKO had cleared a pre- 
view with the Hays office for 
Wednesday (4) at the Four Star 
theatre. 

Society of Motion Picture Film 
Editors is taking a Disney strike 
vote tonight (Tues.) although mem- 
bers are reported refusing to cross_ 
the Cartoonists’ picket line. Process- 
ing of Disney films is also blocked at 








Technicolor, Williams and Pathe 
laboratories. 
American Federation of Labor 


leaders say a nationwide campaign 
is being launched by the Brother- 
hood of Painters ‘to drive ‘Fantasia’ 
from the screen.’ Instructions have 
gone out to all studio unions to re- 
spect the SCG picket line. 

Disney spokesmen insist produc- 
tion at the plant is showing an in- 
crease since the walkout, while 
unionists claim his production has 
been seriously crippled. 





Welles Captures S-F., 
Hearstian Stronghold 


San Francisco, June 3. 

Most unusual reaction ever noted 
at a Frisco preem was accorded Or- 
son Welles’ ‘Citizen Kane’ at the 
Geary last Tuesday (27). Insistent 
applause forced Welles to his feet 
for bows, but the audience refused 
to be quieted until he walked to the 
head of the aisle. 

Welles confined his remarks to the 
statement that he had been nervous 
about opening the film here. 

Frisco being a Hearst stronghold, 
‘I was afraid you might tear the 
screen to bits, but I see now that 
what we thought was a lot of nerve 
wasn’t.’ 

By interesting coincidence Hearst, 
Lolly Parsons and Marion Davies 
were in town at the time. 

Welles and Hearst both arrived in 
Frisco the day before the preem, 
and both stopped at the Fairmount 
hotel, a fact which smelled like a 
Wellesian inspiration, but which 
proved to be simple coincidence. Its 
publicity value proved nil, 
here laying off the controversy and 
killing what seemingly was a press 
agent’s dream. 

Critics went the limit, with excep- 
tion of one reviewer whose reactions 
were based on a private screening. 








Pretty Legionnaire 


Hollywood, June 3. 
‘Beau Beautiful,’ a yarn about an 
actor in the Foreign Legion, has 
been bought for production by Row- 
land Brown’s New World outfit. 
Everett Kovler, New Orleans 
newspaperman, authored the tale. 


+ 
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Striking From the Air 





Hollywood, June 8. 

William Little John, prexy of 
the Screen Cartoonists Guild, is 
directing a 24-hour picket line 
from the air. He’s a former 
Lockheed engineer and a 
licensed pilot. 

He takes various union leaders 
up at intervals on reconnois- 
sance flights. 








ry Panned in Det. 


For Quick Return Of 
‘Exclusive’ Roadshowing 


Detroit, June 3. 
Press here is putting a major blast 
on ‘unfair advertising’ in connection 
with ‘Fantasia,’ charging that the 
policy of hurrying the picture back 
in at popular prices not only is 
dooming the roadshow idea but is 

giving the film public a rooking. 
Premise for the roasting is that 
the picture during its long road 
showing at the Wilson here was ad- 
vertised as a ‘once in a lifetime’ 
proposition and that the picture 
would not be shown within a 150- 





mile radius of Detroit after the road- 
show, 
‘However, hardly had the last 


notes of the fimal ‘Ave Maria’ died 
within the Wilson’s walls,’ one pan 
story states, ‘than a statement was 
released that Disney had made a deal 
with RKO whereby the same ‘Fan- 
tasia’ shorn of some of its reputedly 
costly trappings and technical oddi- 
ties would be released on a one- 
track film for showing in RKO the- 
atres throughout the country. It 
happens there are a number of RKO 
houses within the 150-mile radius, 
even within 10 miles of the Wilson, 
and the new agreement suggests the 
possibility the former showing was 
a sort of carnival gimmick, not in 
good taste and decidedly unfair to 
the public.’ 

Although carrying the statement of 
RKO officials here that the new 
picture showing won’t have Fanta- 
sound and therefore does not nullify 
the roadshow advertising, the press 


here is charging the advertising 
wasn’t in good faith. 
Although the producing outlet 


claims that Disney is ‘philanthropic’ 


about the whole business, the news- | 
papers here are taking the stance | 
that because the picture didn’t come | 
up to attendance expectations ‘Dis- | 


ney, like everybody else, intends to 
market his commodity for all he can 
get.’ 

Contention here is that this is no 
time for practicing deceit on pix 
audiences, grown more canny and 
suspicious of picture advertising; 
that those thousands who paid ex- 
tra to see the picture are plenty 
sore about the tactics used and that 
the violation of advertising state- 
ments will bring the ruin of road- 
shows to the picture industry. 


ALL SET FOR EXHIB 
CONCLAVE ON COAST 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Elaborate entertainment program 
framed for joint convention of 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America and Pacific Coast Confer- 
ence of Independent Theatre Own- 
ers set for June 9-12 here. Besides 
visits to studio plants and a special 
a ‘Night in Hollywood’ 
and final banquet at Ear] Carrol’s are 
on program. Mary Pickford will act 
as hostess at a personality parade for 
femme visitors, sponsored by studios. 

Delegation of film officials shoved 
off from New York early this week 
to be on the Coast in time to arrange , 
prelim details to the convention. 














Harmon Reviews 


Continued from page 6 


=j 


tors had signed pledges of coopera- 
tion to the sub-committee of the the- 
atre division headed by Harry 
Brandt, with 2,000 additional pledges 
expected. He underscured the im- 
portance of the contribution which 


voiced appreciation for the 26 truck- 
ing associations, forming Film Car- 
riers, Inc., had arranged to transport 
films bearing the committee’s label 


committee’s auspices are ‘Power for 
Defense,’ ‘Calling All Workers,’ 
‘America Preferred’ and ‘Where Do 
We Go?’ 

| Harmon read a message from Col. 
H. A. Cole, head of Allied, naming Lee 
Newbury as an additional member to 
R. B. Wilby’s sub-committee on the- 








film exchanges were making and | 


gratis. 
Films thus -far released under the 


Screen Writers Push Drive To 





| 


Form Alliance With Other Guilds 








Picket Theatres Hollywood, June 3. 
Fearing a stymie in its negotiationg 
Hollywood, June 3. | with the producers, the Screen 


Screen Cartoonists Guild, on 
strike at the Disney studios, has 
thrown a picket line around 
three top theatres here playing 
Disney shorts. They are the Pan- 
tages, El Capitan and Carthay 
Circle. 

Fox-West Coast houses are not 
affected, following a meeting of 
SCG with Charles Skouras, who 
told union leaders he couldn’t 
pull Disney cartoons because 
his contract cailed for play-or- 





atre programs. He added that Ed- 
ward Kuykendall, president of Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners, had 
suggested that Max Cohen be named 
|to the same committee. This com- 
|mittee, which passes on whether de- 
'fense films should be handled by 
the industry’s defense committee, 
|now includes Wilby, chairman; A. H. 
| Blank, Cohen, C. C. Moskowitz, New- 
bury, E. V. Richards and Spyros 
Skouras. 


Latin-American Relations { 


Regarding Latin-American rela- 
tions, Harmon made the point that 
more care is being exercised in ac- 
;curate portrayals in films concern- 
ing the Latin-Americas. He men- 
tioned that Addison Durland, ‘a 
specialist in .Latin-American man- 
ners, customs and attitudes,’ has 
joined the Production Code Admin- 
istration as technical advisor. He 
said that his employment was pro- 
ducer-inspired. Harmon claimed that 
newsreels have taken steps for more 
adequate coverage on the Latin- 
Americas, 

Harmon touched on the film busi- 
ness’ maintenance of an uninterrupted 
supply of films to the ‘brave people 
of beleaguered Britain.’ He said that 
the British Board o: Trade president 
expressed a desire that fiim imports 
be maintained at the highest possible 
level, and that this has been done as 
an essential service in maintaining 
British morale both among the civil- 
ian population and the 4,000,000 ll 
sons in the armed services. 
mon mentioned that the U. S. neu- 
trality act excepted motion picture | 
film and other copyrighted articles 
from its peevntens. 


BEN GRIEFER INTO EXEC 
POST AT NEWARK PAR 


Shifting of Ben Griefer, long-time 
first assistant to BoL Weitman, man- 
aging director of the Broadway 
Paramount, to handle the Paramount 
theatre, Newark, gives the company | 
its own man on the scene. Par and | 
Adams Bros. have been partnered in 
the Newark theatre, as they are in | 
Paterson, N. J. 

The Newark operation has been a 
loser and thus it gives Par more 
direct control. Adam Adams of the 
Bros. has been operating heretofore, 
They, additionally, have their own 
situations, sans partnerships, in Jer- 
| sey. 
| Griefer has been with Paramount 
for the last 15 years, seven of them 
at the New York house. Robert K. 
Shapiro becomes first assistant to 
Weitman with Griefer’s promotion, 
while Eugene Pleshette moves up to 
be second assistant. DeWitt Celsor 
becomes treasurer and Joseph T. 
Conti is now assistant treasurer. 


Dover Road,’ U.S.A. 


Hollywood, June 3. 
A. A. Milne’s ‘Dover Road’ will be 
made by RKO with a switch in 
locale. 




















Instead of an English setting, it | 
will be shifted to a similarly named | 
highway between Baltimore and 


' Washington. 





— 


Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 22) 


Perrin and Arthur T. Horman; screenplay, Jerry Wald | 
and Richard Macauley; camera, Tony Gaudio. 
Ann Sheridan, Jack Oakie, Martha Raye, Eddie Albert, 

ack Carson, Jack Gleason, Frank Orth, 
Edward Gargan, Tom Dugan, Maris Wrixson, Jean | 


J 


Jack Haley, 
Ames, Mary Brodel. 


THE SMILING GHOST, drama (41-42); asso. prod., 


Edmund Grainger; dir., Lew Seiler; 


Gamet and Wilbur M. Beatty: camera, Arthur Todd. 





Richard Ainley, 
rick, Alan Hale, 


Cast: Halton. 


right; orig. 


| 
| 
| 


screenplay, Ken 


Frank Puglia. 


Cast: Wayne Morris, Brenda Marshall, 


David Bruce, 
Willie Best, Helen Westley, Lee Pat- 
Alexis Smith, Roland Drew, Charles 


LAW OF THE TROPICS, formerly KING RUBBER, 
drama (41-42); asso. prod., Ben Stoloff; dir., 
screenplay, Barry Trivers; 
Hickox. Cast: Jeffrey Lynn, Constance Bennett, Mona 
Maris, Regis Toomey, Roland Drew, Hobart Bosworth, 


Ray En- 


camera, Sid 


Pay. 


Pizor-Segall End 
Court Battle By 
Splitting Theatres 


Philadelphia, June 3. 
A bitter court battle between two 


prominent Philly exhibs — Lewen 
Pizor and Charles Segall—in which 


each charged the other of allegedly 
defrauding the partnership, was 
averted with the announcement over 
the weekend that their differences 
had been settled out of court. Un- 


der the terms of the reported agree- 
ment, the partnership, Eastern Thea- 
tres, Inc., and Boro Theatres, Inc., is 
dissolved, with Pizor taking over the 
operation of three houses. Segall, 
who has been in ill health, keeps one 











, theatre. 


Pizor, who is president of the 
United Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of Eastern Pennsylvania, bought 
out Segall’s interest in the Ace, 
Chelten and Tioga. Segall keeps the 


gapu'.O. 


CARRS LOSE LIVES IN 
FIRE IN OWN THEATRE 


Des Moines, Ia., June 3. 
Clayton Carr, 26, and his wife, 25, 








"were burned to death last week 


when a fire gutted the theatre they 


operate at Radliffe, Ia. They had 
two sons, 2 and 4, who were at home. 

The fire started about 10 p.m. and 
trapped the Carrs in the projection 
room. About 350 persons in the 
theatre for the holiday program 
made a safe exit. The fire started | 
in the projection room. 


| gaining 


| Writers’ Guild is pushing drive to 
| form an alliance with all other studio 
| Guilds and unions to act as a clear- 
ing house for negotiations and other 
| craft problems. Most of the unions 
| are sending representatives to the 
| SWG meetings, but so far have been 
| rather lukewarm on the proposition. 
Some of them take the position that 
the scriveners become labor-minded 


'only when they are facing a tough 


problem of their own. 


The Guild, however, is going ahead 
with the plan, and is now mapping 


| out a series of national broadcasts to 
| air the labor problems. 
| its 


Following 
last meeting with Guild and 
union representatives, the SWG 
issued the following statement: 


‘Dissatisfied with the status of gen- 
eral labor relations with the pro- 
ducers, joint action by the commit- 
tee of unions and guilds for effective 
culmination of negotiations was 
agreed upon. 

‘With representatives of additional 
unions and Guilds in attendance 10 
points of common contract interests 
were drawn up for each craft to dis- 
cuss with its own membership. A 
motion was made and passed that the 
experiences and negotiations of each 
union and Guild would be made 
available to all. 


‘A main point of discussion was the 
report of the radio committee on a 
coast-to-coast broadcast for the air- 
ing of common union and Guild 
problems, which included the 
amount of money to be expended 


and the type of program to be pre- 
sented in order to express the point 
of view of the unions and Guilds of 
Hollywood. 


‘The committee found that bar- 
negotiations with the pro- 
ducers have become steadily more 
difficult and unsatisfactory during 
the past year. It was decided that 
this situation will grow worse un- 
less effective joint action can be de- 
vised by the Guilds and unions in- 
terested as various contracts come 
up for renegotiations. 

‘It was unanimously agreed that 
the successful planning of such joint 


| action for the improvement of bar- 


gaining activity was the most im- 
portant task confronted by the crafts 
of the motion industry at this time.’ 

The Guild is continuing its nego- 
tiations with the major companies, 
but the two groups are reported still 
far apart on the writer demands for 
wages and conditions. 
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Air- Cooled 

Starts Thursday 

Their Funniest 
Comedy! 
William Myrna 
POW ELL LOY 


"LOVE CRAZY" 


Broséwar 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 





Starts Thur. June 5 
Joan Biondell 
“TOPPER 
RETURNS’ : 


Laurence Olivier 
Vivien Laie 
“THA 
nes mILTON In ‘Person 


George White's 
In Person New 1/94! 
Gus Arnheim& Orch, “SCANDALS” 


Rosario & Antonie 








Romero, Landis Upped 
Hollywood, June 3. 





ture rating, in the 20th-Fox picture, 
‘Dance Hall,” which has been re- 
written several times in the last two 
years, 

Studio has added $10,000 to the 
i budget for additional music. 


Cesar Romero and Carole Landis, 
draw star billing, upped from fea-. 





OPENS FRIDAY, JUNE 6 


“Million Dollar Baby” 


A New Warner Bros, Hit Starring 

Priscilla Lane © Jeffrey Lynn 

Ronald Reagan @® May Robson 
IN PERSON 


LES BROWN and His Orch. 


Bea Wain @ Dixie Dunbar 


STRAND Bway &47 St. 


ORSON WELLES 
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Broadcasting Industry’s 1940 Net: $33,296,708 
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Washington, June 3. 

On Saturday last (31) two days 
before the commencement here of 
scheduled U. S. Senate Interstate 
Commerce committee hearings on 
the White resolution to investigate 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission that body released to the 
press a detailed statement covering 
the income of the American broad- 
casting industry during 1940. The 
report disclosed that a peak vol- 
ume of $154,823,787 worth of adver- 
tising was sold. 

Washington legal and _ industry 
minds studied the FCC fiscal report 





> 


$3,600,161 worth of web business, 
lost $39,712. 

Marked jump in non-network busi- 
ness was revealed. Considering both 
the web-owned and independent 
stations, the industry peddled $81,- 
897,236 worth of time for local and 
national spot advertising, a rise of 
20%. Of this total, the 31 M & O 
plants took $10,648,592, leaving for 
the 734 other stations (both affiliated 
and non-affiliated) $71,248,644. This 
last figure was more than four times 
the total income from all sources of 
the webs’ own transmitters (which 
had aggregate operating income of 





over the week-end to determine how 
the picture might affect, favorably 
or unfavorably, the social, moral and 
political position of the major net- 
works (NBC and CBS) in their at- 
tack upon the regulators. Broad- 
casters were disposed to feel that 
the FCC’s own data weakened the 
charge of network profit domination. 

Columbia set the profit pace 
among the chains, which together 
had time sales of $71,919,428, a rise 
of 15%, and paid out $22,123,760 
against the 1939 figure of $18,023,- 
195. Combined net income of CBS, 
NBC, and MBS was $8,885,694, off al- 
most $500,000, while their Federal in- 
come taxes shot up over $2,500,000. 

With its two combinations, NBC 
accounted for $37,137,823 of the 
chains’ time sales, but only $3,918,- 
772 of the profit. Columbia, with 
revenue of $31,137,823, pocketed | 
$5,006,634, and Mutual, enjoying! 


$17,080,427). 

While the chain-owned plants had 
over one-fourth of total net income, 
the earnings of the 734 indie out- 
fits were up around 50%. 

Take of the independents was $19,- 
123,609, up $6,345,807, against a $5,- 
661,039 profit figure for the 31M & O 
units. The Commish remarked that 
non-network business showed an in- 
crease in station sales of 20% to 





| 











RAYMOND PAIGE 


Whose “Musical Americana” re- | 





local advertisers and 22% to na- 
tional spot sponsors, plus 21% in the 
amounts received from the chains. 

One of the most significant points 
in the whole study was the amount 
of new business developed. Deduct- 
ing the revenues of the 62 recruits 
who started operations during 1940, 
the veteran outfits cultivated $23,- 
898,836 worth of additional ac- 
counts (or of increased outlays by 
established users). 

Another encouraging aspect was 





Network Operating Items 





Washington, June 3. 


Three major networks (Red, Blue, CBS) reported to the FCC the 
following items of operating expense during 1940: 
Royalties, program license fees: $1,200,845 ($654,155 charged to net- 


work operation). 


A. T. & T. wires: $5,912,105 (all but $733,375 charged to network 


operations). 
Electric power: $382,156. 


Rentals for office space, etc.: $2,871,175. 


Federal Income Tax: $4,341,000. 
State, Local Taxes: $1,115,471. 


~~ 








———— 





WHAS, L'VILLE, ‘Radio Industry’s 1940 Income 


(3 MAJOR NETWORKS; 5 REGIONAL NETWORKS; 765 STATIONS) 


BANS LAXATIVES 


Loulsville, June 3. 

Following an order issued by Mark 
Ethridge, WHAS will immediately 
decline all laxative advertising over 
its station. Ethridge has instructed 
the WHAS sales department, that 
effective at once, no time either for 
programs or spot announcements, 
will be sold to makers of laxatives, 
but station will carry programs and 
announcements now on the station 
until contracts expire. 

Order is considered one to set a 
precedent on a 50,000 watt station, as 
laxative biz amounts to quite a size- 
able chunk on a station of WHAS 
size. 








‘Maj. Hoople’ Comic Strip 
Among Would-Be Subs 


For Levers’ ‘Big Town’ 





Radio version of ‘Major Hoople,’ 


a comic strip owned by NEA syndi- 
cate, was auditioned by Ruthrauff & 
Ryan last week as a possible sum- 
mer replacement for Lever Bros. 
‘Big Town’ series (CBS). The 
‘Hoople’ show is being agented by 
General Amusement Corp. 


Among the other programs under 


consideration for the spot are ‘Mr. 
and Mrs. North,’ a series with Cor- 
nelia Otis Skinner and Roland 
Young and ‘Q.E.D.,’ a comedy quiz 
with Colonel Stoopnagle. 


Dupre Just Scratches 


New Orleans, June 3. 

The’ sickness jinx has been dog- 
ging the WWL staff for the past 
week, First Al Godwin, sports an- 
nouncer, went to bed with the mea- 
sles, followed the next day by Orval 
Anderson, the news commentator. 
He in turn was followed by Don 
Lewis, also a measles victim. Then 
to top it off, Mike Clarke was rushed 
to the hospital for an emergency ap- 
pendectomy. 

Henry Dupre, program director, 
sits in his office and calmly scratches. 











| 
| 


| STATIONS: 


Sale of time to major and regional networks 


Sale of time to national spot 
Sale of time to local advertis 


Total sale of station time 


| NETWORKS: 
Retained from sale of time. 


Add incidental revenue 


EXPENSES (DEDUCT)..... 
BROADCAST SERVICE 





due to Federal taxes, etc. 

















Albany, June 3. 
New York Broadcasting System, 
Inc., has been dissolved, according to 
papers filed with the secretary of 
State. 
McCauley & Henry were the filing 
attorneys, 





New York Broadcasting System 
| was instigated by WINS, N. Y., a 
Hearst operation. The’ regional 
project, which never cut much of a 
swathe, has been dormant for some 
time. 

WINS moved to its new studios in 
West 44th St. from its former loca- 
tion in East 58th. 


morning (1). 
all shows originated at the old stu- 
dios, but were piped through the 
control rooms of the new. 

Station will go to 50,000 watts 


‘power as soon as construction is | 


‘completed on its new transmitter 


Total industry net time sales............... 


Total net industry revefues 


REVENUE IN EXCESS OF EXPENSES)*.... 


_ (Note: In the foregoing figures the FCC has subtracted out all frequency discounts in the sale of 
time. The figures are therefore ‘net’ and not ‘gross.’ Latter (gross) figures appear in another chart.) 


* These figures are not to be confused with industry profit. 


Programs began | 
emanating from the new site Sunday 
For a week previously 


‘corded album is proving a barorn- | 


‘eter of the popularity of American 
music outside the States. The al-| 
|bum, containing the works 


American composers Paige 


as a best seller in Canada 
South America. 





= 





the drop in the number of losing 
ventures, While in 1939 a total of 
| 227 licensees ran $2,220,471 into the 
‘red, last year there were exactly 40 
fewer unsuccessful plants (187) and 
|'the losses were cut td $1,551,812. 
The 62 newcomers as a group had 
combined losses of $37,648 (though 
35 of the rookies were money- 
makers) and the number of losing 
proprietors included 61 who have 
come out short every year since 1937. 
Indicating either they are in unat- 
tractive markets or just can’t render 
|a service that invites advertisers. 
Radio is still predominently a net- 
work medium in the eyes of spon- 
|sors and advertisers, the FCC tabu- 
| lations disclosed. Revenue from the 
sale of network time amounted to 
$73,789,011 (including $1,869,583 paid 
for regional web facilities). Or not 
quite half the aggregate broadcast 








of | 
fea- | 
|tured on the air, is now ranking | 
and | 


revenues of all stations and chains | 
from all sources. After deducting 

commissions and chains’ payments to 

affiliates, all webs (national and re- 

gional) had $34,047,776 out of the op- | 
erating income of $133,964,769 for the | 
entire industry. 


Agencies, station representatives, | 


brokers and others getting commis- | 
sions pocketed a sum equivalent to | 
almost one-third of the amount which | 
the national and regional chains re- 
tained. Commissions amounted to, 
$11,146,484, while the individual sta- , 
tions kicked back another $9,712,434. | 
So that the industry actually sub- 
tracted from its unequaled business 
volume $20,859,018. 

The three major webs and their | 
23 M & O transmitters charged more 
than half of their operating expenses , 
to program items. With costs aggre- 
gating $39,453,865, the trio showed 
technical expenses of $4,532,555; pro- 
gram expenses, $19,110,086; sales, ad- 
vertising, promotion and publicity 


i 


expenses, $4,836,593, and general and 
administrative expenses, $10,974,631, 

Three-fourths of the expenseg 
were attributed to network opera. 
tions, with the M & O outlets ag 
counting for only a quarter of the 
bill. The chains showed over half 
of the total outlay for technical ex. 
penses, four-fifths of that for gene 
eral and administrative expenses, 
three-fourths of that for programe 
ming and over three-fourths of that 
for sales, advertising, promotion and 
publicity were due to network opers 
ation. 


Lumping both the costs for serving 
their affiliates and for running their 
own properties, the chains paid out 
$12,681,833 in salaries and wages, not 
including talent. The talent bill was 
$6,522,508—of which $4,995,562 was 
charged up against network opera. 
tions and $1,526,946 was for their 
M & O properties—bringing the age 
gregate for personal services of all 
kinds to $19,204,341. 





If Computed at One-Time Card Rates 


(For Comparisons 


MAJOR AND REGIONAL 
NETWORKS 


NATIONAL SPOT 
LOCAL 


to Printed Media) 


1940 1939 
«+e $99,000,000 $85,000,000 
..+« 44,000,000 36,000,000 
..+« 54,000,000 45,000,000 





TOTAL GROSS TIME SALES $197,000,000 $166,000,000 





(Note: ‘Gross’ time sales are a fiction and the sole purpose in 
compiling them is to enable comparisons between radio and 
space sales in magazines and newspapers. The printed media 
compute their advertising revenue in terms of single-time space 
rates. Therefore, gross radio time sales represent a comparable 
figure—that is, revenue prior to any discounts whatsoever. The 
computations above were made by the Variety Research and 
Information Department via a formula developed after a check 
with over 200 radio stations. Base for the figures was FCC 


data.) 























1940. 1939. Pet. Change. 
Pier $27,732,291 $23,370,569 +19 
MQVETUSCTS....... .ccccsses 37,140,444 30,472,053 +22 
Mm... 44,756,792 37,315,774 420 
i a aad $109,629,527 $91,158,396 420 
ERT ARTS ee $45,194,260 $38,809,630 417 
eS a ee i ce $154,823,787 $129,968,026 419 
RR RIAs 20,859,018 17,405,414 419 
$133,964,769 $112,562,612 419 
Sespieeuniccer an Lee 13,181,948 11,319,252 416 
Bie oh ee ae ees $147,146,717 $123,881,864 419 
Reach eee ck. 113,850,009 100,043,920 414 
INCOME (TOTAL OF | 
$33,296,708 $23,837,944 439 


The net profit is a lesser amount 





| From U.S. Army Camps 





Plans are being made to originate 
a series of Phil Spitalny’s General 
Electric-Hour of Charm broadcasts 
_from various Army camps, B.B.D. 
|& O., agency on the account, and 
‘NBC’s Red, which carries it, are 
checking facilities at the camps. 


If plans are okayed Spitalny’s | 


all-girl band will do its first broad- 
cast from Camp Dix, N. J., June 15. 
Richard Stark, 
program, 
ever camp the airings are done from. 


Wilson Jarred 


Herbert L. Wilson, vice-president 
of WBNX, the Bronx, N. Y., re- 
ceived a serious shock Wednesday 
of last week (28) when lightning 
struck the station’s transmitter near 
Passaic, N. J., where he was busy 
‘at the time. 





announcer on the | 
will commute to which-'| 


NEW YORK SYSTEM, INC., 'Spitalny Girl Orchestra [STATION'S DEPARTMENT 
SINGS SWAN SONG May Broadcast Series ‘FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE’ 





Buffalo, N. Y., June 3. 

| Special department has been es- 
tablished by local station WEBR to 
handle national defense radio mat- 
ters. 

Albert H. Zink is head of the de- 
partment and will work with Fed- 
eral, state and city officials on the 
, subject. 





Chamberlain’s Colorado Spiels 
Cincinnati, June 3. 
Howard Chamberlain, WLW’s as- 
sistant program director, is sched- 
uled to give four lectures while con- 


ducting a radio clinic at the Colo-} 


rado State College of Agriculture’s 
lextension service summer _ school, 
June 17-20 at Fort Collins, Colo. 
Last year’s school was attended by 
more than 300 county agricultural 
agents from 22 states. 

| He will discuss the fundamentals 
lot good script writing and delivery 
‘for agricultural broadcasts. 


BASEBALL QUIZ 
AS CANTOR SUB 


Bristol-Myers has okayed a quiz 
on baseball as the summer substli- 
tute for Eddie Cantor in the NBC- 
Red Wednesday night spot starting 
| July 2. Young & Rubicam, agency 
jon the program, bought the rights 
| to the quiz from KFBI, Wichita, 
| Kan, 

Same account has renewed for 
|‘Mr. District Attorney’ for another 
year. 











A. L. Bradford From 
So. America Heading 
U.P.’s Radio News Dept. 


A. L. Bradford becomes Radio 
news manager for United Press, 
leaving job of General South Amert- 
can Manager of U. P. to assume new 
duties. U.P. radio news service now 
goes to 492 radio stations. 

Bradford succeeds Webb C. Artz, 
who has requested an _ indefinite 
leave of absence, because of ill 
health. 








No Hinn Deferment 





Cincinnati, June 38. 

Request of Michael Hinn, WLW 
newscaster, for deferment was 
|turned down last week by his draft 
board. He is scheduled to be called 
for military training this month. 

Hinn was classified four months 
ago, when his wife, Helen Diller, the 
Canadian cowgirl, also was working 
on WLW. His wife quit the air two 
months later. He is 27 and has been 
on the Crosley staff 30 months. 

Hinn’s board is the one which re- 
‘cently gave Peter Grant, WLW’s 
chief announcer, a six-month defer- 
ment and resulted in exceptional 
_ publicity in local dailies. 








Tacoma—Wesley Mieras, formerly 
;announcer at KVI, Tacoma, has 
| joined the announcing staff of KNX, 
Los Anzeles. 





—-----4 





Wednesday, June 4, 1941 


RADIO 25 





—_——<——- —- - 








— See 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Considerable amount of time is being given to the Government for plug- | 
ging the sale of defense bonds and the United Service Organizations on 
the various programs handled by the New York office of Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert. It probably far surpasses in extent the amount being given 
on the shows of any other agency. In most cases the plugs are worked 
into the dialog, but in some the entire program is presented as a ‘benefit.’ 

In the period from June 1 to July 6 there will be seven special dialog 
sequences for the U. S. O. and 11 for defense bonds, six spot plugs for 
U. S. O. and seven for defense bonds, two personal appeals for U. S. O. by 
cast members and ‘benefit performances’ of both ‘Manhattan Merry-Go- 
Round’ and ‘American Album of Familiar Music’ for each objective. 
Series of plugs and ‘benefits’ were arranged by Frank and Anne Hummert. 








Edward Klauber of CBS is among the well known persons commenting 
on Latin-American projects in latest issue of ‘The Sign,’ national Catholic 
monthly. Klauber wrote: ‘Please let me express my pleasure at the in- 
terest you are taking in the Latin-American situation and the stimulus 
you are giving to effect work in this very worthwhile direction.’ One of 
the undertakings of this Passionist Fathers’ magazine (published in Union 
City, N. J.) is The Sign Seminar to Lima, Peru, with sailings from New 
York on June 6, June 20 and July 3. 





Horace Schwerin, of the Raymond Spector agency, will marry Lorraine 
Roth June 14, a fortnight before his induction into the U. S. Army. 
Schwerin has attracted considerable attention in radio research circles by 
his qualitative analyses of programs from the standpoint of public re- 
action to specific showmanship ingredients. He has made much use of 
the mechanical likes-dislikes meter devised by Frank Santon and Paul 
Lazaarsfeld. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan agency stated last week that it was not considering 
replacing Major Edward Bowes (Chrysler) with another show this fall. 
Rumor has persisted in the trade that such a move was in the offing. 
Agency in its statement last week remarked that the auditions it has been 
holding and the inquiries that it has made of Hollywood name talent have 
had to do with accounts other than Chrysler. 





Victor Ratner, now that he has left CBS for Lord & Thomas, will get 
to visit that farm in Vermont he’s owned for years and never could visit. 
After completing some preliminary work for Lord & Thomas, Ratner will 
take a two- -month layoff. 


WALTER CRAIG 








| SPONSORS SOFIA ALVAREZ 


nie re in Mexico—Was With | 





AT WMCA, N. Y. 


Walter Craig has become program | 





director of 
York, in the first implementing of 
the new Noble ownership’s an- 
nounced policy of finding a new and 
higher level for the station. Craig 


after years with World Broadcasting , 


Was prominent freelance radio pro- 
ducer handling such accounts as 
Coca-Cola, Chevrolet, Beechnut, 
Rexall and Lifesavers. 
ter connection Craig had some busi- 
ness contact with Edward Noble, 
now licensee of WMCA. More re- 
cently Craig was with the Street & 
Finney agency. 

Craig is a former musical comedy 
Singing-dancing juvenile, growing 
up in show biz as a kid trouper. At 
WMCA under general manager Don 
Shaw the program department will 
have some revised titles with Craig’s 
advent. Leslie Evan Roberts will 
be director of public service and Bill 
Card production manager. Joe Rines 
is the station musical director. 





NEW KGBS BUILDING 


Ingham Roberts to Manage Tichenor 
Property in Texas 


Harlingen, Texas, June 3. 


Construction will be started this 
week on building for station KGBS, 
which is expected to start operations 
the latter part of this month or the 
early part of July. Main building, 
which will house general offices, 
transmitter building and studios, will 
be built on a 20-acre plot of land 
midway between this city and San 
Benito, Texas, hence the name of the 
outlet, Harbenito, Texas. 

Ingham S. Roberts of the sales de- 
Partment of station KTSA has been 
named general manager of the new 
Station. 


Station is owned by McHenry 
Tichenor and Genevieve ‘ichenor 
and will operate on 1240 kilocycles 
with a power of 250 watts day and 
night. Station will operate 17 hours 
daily. All equipment is Western 
Electric. Station will be serviced by 
United Press News service. 











Nashville, Tenn.— Adrian Fitz- 
Patrick, formerly with stations in 
Pittsburgh, Boston and Greenville, 
Miss., has joined the announcing staff 
of WSM, Nashville. 


station WMCA, New | 


In the lat- | 


. B. Marcus Revue 





Mexico City, June 3. 


LY A FORMIDABLE FIGHTER | 





tot PHNOM National Defense Program Liaison 
Newly Important Station Jeb 


NINGLE WITNEda 


Invites Broadcasters to Test 
of Legality in Federal 





Courts — Calls New Rules 
Reflection of Congress- 


men’s Own Desires 


‘MINOR OPERATION’ ! 





Attempt te turn the fight over 
anti-monopoly rules into the 
Federal courts was made by 
FCC Chairman James L. Fly on 
Tuesday with promises that re- 
forms will be postponed in event 
of ‘honest litigation.’ Compar- 
ing the radio industry to sugar 
and railroads, Fly took a ‘let 
’em sue’ attitude and invited 
aggrieved parties to start some- 
thing in the courts. The Com- 
mish will be ‘happy’ to join in 
any litigation that is conducted 
in ‘good faith,’ he said. Chief 
reformer radiated complete con- 
fidence that the rules wil be 
sustained by the judiciary. The 
anti-monopoly regulations are 
nothing more than a ‘minor 
operation’ to remove a malig- 
nant growth from the industry, 
Fly maintained. He _ insisted 
there is no desire to ‘wreck’ 
radio. 





Washington, June 8. 
The Interstate Commerce Commit- 
| tee of the United States Senate yes- 


| terday (Monday) began public hear- 


Sofia Alvarez, Mexican singer-ac- | 


tress who has played in pix and 
|} went with the Marcus troupe to 
Cuba last fall, is back from a tour 
'of South America. 

She is on the ‘Merry Hour’ pro- 
gram presented twice weekly over 
{local radio station XEW by 
| Harry Steele Co., watch manufac- 
| turers and distributors. 





Doc Brinkley Witnesses 
| Sale of Some Assets 


San Antonio, June 3. 
gun collection and two Rio 
Grande Valley orchards once be- 
longing to ‘Doc’ John R. Brinkley, 
bankrupt Del Rio Texas prostate 
gland operations-at-whoesale mag- 
nate (and at present a candidate for 
a seat in the United States Senate) 
have been sold at public auction here 
in Federal Court for $3 
and his wife watched the auction 
proceedings. 

The sale of the eight guns drew 
a larger audience than the sale of the 
|orchards. The guns brought in a 
'total of $155.50 with the orchards 
selling for $32,600. 





The 


FOUR HOURS TO ALASKA 


Juneau Station Records Topical Stuff 











In Seattle 
Juneau, Alaska, June 38. 
Tommy Greenbow, KINY sports 


and special events announcer, is in 
Seattle arranging a series of special 
news features. Interviews with 
prominent people will be recorded. 

With the new four-hour air serv- 
ice to Juneau the recorded programs 
will reach the Alaskan city the sarne 
day. 

Gangplank interviews were in- 
augurated over KINY on Wednesday, 
May 28, when a specially-chartered 
ship brought members of the Tacoma 
Chamber of Commerce to Juneau. 





Kaltenborn Before Legislature 
Austin, June 3. 
By unanimous resolution, H. V. 
Kaltenborn, network news analyst, 
was invited to speak before the 
Texas legislature at a special session 
here on Wednesday, May 28. Com- 
mentator was here to address a lo- 
cal club. 


ings as to whether a resolution by 
Republican Senator Wallace White 


, of Maine should be endorsed and a 


the | 


2,755.50. ‘Doc’ | 


fund voted for a committee for the 
purpose of investigating the Federal 
Communications Commission. The 
White resolution has the blessing of 
leaders of American broadcasting, 
who are assembled here to fight the 
anti-monopoly order of the FCC and 
to attempt to create a backfire 
against Chairman James L. Fly. 
The Monday meetings were marked 
by a strong statement by Fly and by 





less encouragement to the industry | 


than was hoped for from certain 
senators. Fly’s chief point was that 
the FCC has acted to carry into ef- 


fect the very reforms that Senator 
White himself has previously advo- 
cated. Fly quoted to White from 
White. 


Confab Starts 

Confab started with Senator Wal- 
lace H. White, Maine Republican, 
sponsor of the resolution and the 
Senate’s most radio-minded member, 
advocating ‘comprehensive study’ of 
the whole situation, with Congress 
keeping a tighter rein on the Com- 
mish and, at the same time, placing 
the industry ‘in appropriate bounds.’ 
Upheld in this by Committee Chair- 
man Burton K. Wheeler, who later, 


| however, disappointed some observ- 
| ers by putting a definite chill on the 


Kaltenborn spoke on ‘We Look at} 


War.’ 


networks. 
Chairman Fly, 
Commish had not ‘gone too far’ in 
its row with the networks, main- 
tained that everyone would be better 


asked whether the 


off if the suggested rules were placed 
in effect 

Committee quibbled over a CBS 
advertisement which displayed in- 
terest in new stations and new fields 
to conquer. Four power boosts, 
accredited to as many CBS trans- 


mitters, were called the last word in 
the ‘completely possessory note’ by 
the FCC expert. Fly also took issue 
with an advertising brochure of 
CBS, which he said was indicative 
of what may happen ‘if administra- 
tive processes are paralyzed.’ 

Squabble over needs for clear- 
channel stations also developed, 
with Fly stating that most stations 
shied away from the ‘vast rural 
areas,’ in order to crowd coast chan- 
nels, where they will ‘tap the cream of 
the market.’ One-half of every hour 
expended by a station on the coast 
is ‘apt to be wasted,’ Fly said, be- 
cause half of the area is sent out into 
the sea. 

Fly disputed that the ‘non-ex- 
clusivity’ clause in the FCC order 

(Continued on page 32) 





Full House 


Washington, June 3. 

Number of executives, legis- 
lative engineers, and industrial 
explainers on hand for hearings 
on the White resolution just 
about reached a new high. As 
usual, NBC had the biggest con- 
tingent, but CBS and MBS 
ranked pretty close. 


Nor did the FCC. neglect to 
bring its cheering section. So 
many Commish _ employees 
turned up that it’s inconceivable 
that much work is being done 
downtown in the regular FCC 
hangout. Press tables were well 
filied, but they were occupied 
almost as much by lawyers and 
mouthpieces as by the scribes 
themselves. 














AFRA OPPOSES 
TAX-ON-RADIO 
PROPOSAL 








American Federation of Radio 
Artists has taken official notice of 
the proposal by the printing unions 
that the Government levy a special | 


Cincinnati, June 3. 

Cecil Carmichael assumes charge 
this week of all national defense and 
public service programs carried by 
WLW, WSAI and short-wave WLWO. 
As assistant to James D. Shouse, 
general manager, he continues as di- 
rector of publicity, special events, 
public relations and remotes of the 
Crosley stations. 

In extending Carmichael’s super- 
visory and administrative duties, 
Shouse announced that the move was 
made to centralize control for the 
handling of increasing requests for 
time on the stations from various 
branches of the armed forces and 
other federal agencies concerned 
with national defense. 

Joe Ries, who headed the publie 
service department, now serves as 
co-ordinator of defense programs. 





Uncle Sam’s Nephews 
Spartanburg, S. C., June 3. 
WSPA, via its twice-a-week broad- 
casts from Camp Croft here, are 
shooting listeners the works in 
patriotic broadcasts. On _ recent 
broadcast was former Czechosla- 
vakian army aide, training here. Due 
to parents being in Czechosiavakia, 
he was introduced only as ‘Private 
John,’ but spilled the beans on Nazi 
cruelties, etc., which he observed 
until flight from Europe a few 
months ago. On same program was 
a Greek private, whose brother was 
a soldier in Greek army during re- 
cent war. 
Plenty of ‘melting pot’ Americans 
to pick from as broadcast material— 


tax on the radio industry. Taking | for example, 32nd regiment has 22 
the stand that such a tax would | nationalities, including Chinese, 
curtail radio performer employment, | Greeks, Syrians, etc. recruited 
the AFRA national board voted this} mainly from New York City, New 


week to protest the printers’ pro- | 
posal. Following wire, signed by | 
Emily Holt, national executive-sec- | 
retary, and George Heller, associate, 

was sent Monday (2) to Rep. Robert | 
L. Doughton, chairman of the House | 
Ways and Means Committee: } 


. . | 
‘American Federation of Radio 


Artists, an organization compris- 

ing twelve thousand performers 

in the radio industry, has learned 

of proposed legislation to impose 

a special tax on radio income. 

We have entered into collective | 
bargaining agreements for the 
employment of our members 
both on the networks and at in- | 
dependent stations. It is our | 
Opinion that the employment of 
cur members would be subjected 
to jeopardy if this tax were en- 
acted. We see no justification 
whatever for imposing a discrim- 
inatory tax that affects radio 
employees only and which is 
class legislation not directed 
against any industry other than | 
that in eee we are working.’ 


HUMMERT DATA 
ON AUDITIONS 





Blackett - Sample - Hummert, the 
only agency in New York with a 
policy of regular talent auditions, 
has during 56 weeks held 100 general 
auditions, at which 1,258 applicants 
were heard. Of these 700 (or 56%) 
were subsequently recommended to 
directors for use on the agency’s pro- 
grams, and 129 (or 18%) of the lat- 
ter were actually used on the air. | 
Of 1,625 people who applied for au- 
dition, 367 either failed to appear 
when called, or requested a post- 
ponement. 


About 13 months ago, when the 
B-S-H auditioning policy was first 
reported, figures for the first 15 
months showed that 1,871 had ap- 
plied, 1,171 were auditioned, 658 
were recommended for use when 
suitable parts came up, and 122 were 
actually used. 





Worcester—Clive E. Davis, former 
announcer at WARD, Brooklyn, has 
joined staff of WTAG 


| Ballard, 


prominent 
aired by the station. 


| lace, 


Jersey and Pennsylvania. 





Ballard Outlines KGNC Pelicy 
Amarillo, Texas, June 3. 
New series of program being aired 
here through KGNC has American- 
ism as its theme. Program debuted 
with a five-minute talk by John 
station manager, who pye- 
sented the views of the station re- 
garding programs and radio copy 
|on defense, Americanism and na- 
| tional unity. 
Each week personal views of other 
local citizens will be 


Early-Riser for Soldiers 
Houston, June 3. 
Effective this week, radio station 


| KTRH will open its program half an 
| hour earlier, at 5:30 a.m., 
| cial benefit of the 


for the spe- 
soldiers in the 
camps served by KTRH, Camp Wal- 
Ellington Field and Camp 
|Hulen. The program will consist of 
| recordings of numbers requested by 
the boys, and news items of par- 
ticular interest to the various camps, 
|including news of activities at the 
camps and personal items. 
The program is being offered at 
the suggestion of the morale branch 
of the War Department. On the 
theory that if you can get a soldier 
started off all right of a a 
he will stay that way the rest of the 
day, KTRH expects to offer a pro- 
gram to put the soldiers in a good 
humor. 
KIRO Pays Off in Bonds 
Seattle, June 3. 

KIRO is paying its regular quar- 
terly dividend to stockholders with 
defense bonds, President Louis K. 
Lear, of the Queen City Broadcast- 
ing Co., which operates KIRO, said 


| the board of directors decided to use 


the bonds rather than checks for the 
July 1 payment because ‘all citizens 
should unite wholeheartedly behind 
their government’s defense effort.’ 
Alaskan ‘Patriotic’ Angles 
Juneau, Alaska, June 3. 
‘A Salute to Alaska Defense Work- 
ers,’ new KINY program, will begin 
on June 19, airing each Thursday 
from 11 p.m. to midnight. The thou- 
sands of defense workers in Kodiak, 
Yakutat, Unalaska, Annette Island, 
and Juneau will thus be saluted via 
radio, 
Territory is almost completely iso- 
lated from radio stations in the 
States 
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Electricians’ Strike 


Brings AFRA Contract With Station 


at Frisco's KYA ‘Homes for Unwanted Pets’ Threatens 


To Spread From KFRC to Nation 





San Francisco, June 3. |Howard Meighan to Wed 


The International Brotherhood of | 


Electrical Workers pulled a strike on 
station KYA (Hearst) from 10:30 
a.m. Tuesday (27) to 4 p.m. Wednes- 
day. As a curious by-product of the 
etrike another union, the American ; 
Federation of Radic Artists now has | 
a contract with the station, long a 
hold-out, and KYA announcers and 
producers now are covered by a pact | 
that calls for a minimum weekly | 
wage of $42.50 until May, 1942, and | 
$45 thereafter. An eight hour, five- | 
day week is also established with | 
two consecutive days layoff guar-| 
anteed every seven. One week vaca- | 
tion for six months, two weeks vaca- 
tion for one year service is also pro- 
vided. 

Situation developed as the result 
of a switch by announcers from 
AFRA to IBEW local 202, which set 
up a special unit to accommodate | 
them. Action was partly due to 
AFRA’s failure to ercck the long-| 
resisting KYA and partly in re-| 
taliation for AFRA blanket contracts , 
with KSAN and KJBS covering 
combo men already under IBEW. 


Wires For Advice | 


Harold Meyer, KYA _ manager, 
balked when the former AFRAites 
teappeared at his office under the 
IBEW banner wired-both the NLRB | 
and William Green for advice. Rus- 
gel Pray, head of the IBEW local 
(and a KYA engineer) notified sta- | 
tion that boys would walk unless de-| 
mands were met, switch being pulled | 
at 10:30 a.m. as result of stalemate. | 

At this point attorney I. A. Korn- | 
blum, executive secretary of the Los | 
Angeles AFRA local, came to Frisco 
and an all-day three-way sesh began. 
Final negotiations were carried on| 
the day following with Kornblum | 
working from a sickbed. Stricken | 
during the session, he was placed | 
under doctor’s care at Hotel St.! 
Francis, but refused to go to a hos- 
pital. 

Terms were finally reached 
Wednesday morning but final sig- 
naturing of the pact was held off by 
Kornblum until the station first re- | 
turned to the air with all AFRA 
members at their post. ‘This was | 
not an AFRA strike,’ Kornblum 
pointed out, ‘all we did was negotiate 
a contract.’ The attorney contended 


that the announcer-producers legal- | partment for over 13 years. 


ly were never anything but AFRA 
and that technically IBEW had no 
power to call the walkout. 

Meyer termed the strike ‘ju- 
risdictional,’ both unions insisted it 


was not, resultant action being co- | 


otherwise. | : ; . 
Kornblum admitted, however, that|Who produced Downtown Associa- immediately be placed around the 


operative rather than 
the question of combo men might re- 
quire ironing out and foresaw pos- 
sibility that they might have to be- 
long to both unions to keep the 
Frisco peace. This, however, has no 
bearing on KYA, which has no 








. } 
WSM Show’s New Time San Francisco, June 3. 
Nashville, June 3. | Eastern versions of KFRC’s Pet 


‘Down South,’ NBC’s red network Exchange are now being mulled by 
show, broadcasts 12:30 p.m. EDST | the sponsor, Calo Dog Food, with 
Sundays through the summer —— oe believed virtually set. 
Program i. aived from WSM — Show, originated and aired by Frank 
| ter ne ste 2 ._| Wright of the Segall agency, has 
and includes Pietro Brescia’s or 
| chestra, Kitty Kallen, Joseph Mc- been local Sundays for nearly two 


Howard S. Meighan, N. Y. man- 
ager of Radio Sales, Inc., CBS sub- | 
sid, announced this week that he is 
getting married June 28. 

Bride will be Maryelaine 
of Scarsdale, N. Y. 





Pryor, 


; . years. 
“ > — et Cees, ane nous Show finds homes for unwanted 
U.S.0. Radio Committee , |pets. In addition to patural tie-in 





| with the sponsor’s product, an added 
|hook is salescopy pointing fact that 
la certain portion of money spent for 
jeach can of Calo goes into a radio 
|fund to-keep the pet exchange func. 


Under J.R. Busk Urges 
Sponsor Announcements 





Four French Canadian 


world that have been set up. On 


| Hummert; 
| Thompson; 





| 

Joseph R. Busk, v.p. of Ruthrauff | 
& Ryan agency, is chairman of the | 
radio advertising committee operat- | 
ing under the general funds-raising- 
for-soldier recreation campaign of 
the United Service Organizations of | 
which ‘N. Y. District Attorney Tom | 
Dewey is the frontman. The radio 
committee’s immediate task is to 
get advertisers to interpolate an-| 
nouncements in their programs for 
the U.S.O. Urged are at least two 
plugs during June. | 
Radio committee cooperated with 
Jesse Butcher, director of radio for 
U.S.O. It is one of the innumerable 
sub-divisions of the entire business 


the radio committee are: 
Maurice Bent, Blackett, Sample, 
Cal Swanson, J. Walter 
Gregory Williamson, 


Pedlar & Ryan; James Gamble Rog- |. 


ers, Benton & Bowles. 

J. E. Loews, Jr., of Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, is assisting Chairman Busk in ' 
the publicity phases. 


NED MIDGLEY TO CBS 
AS SALES SERVICE MGR. 


Ned Midgley has resigned as head 
time buyer for the B. B. D. & O 
agency to become sales service man- 
ager of the Columbia network. Car- 
roll Newton, who was assistant ac- 
count executive on Brown & 
Williamson, is taking over Midgley’s 
spot. 

The sales service post has been 
open since Bernard Prockter quit to 
go with the Biow agency. Midgley 
has been in B. B. D. & O.’s radio de- 











| 
| 





Seal’s Boniface Bally 


San Francisco, June 3. 
Bob Seal, KGO-KPO producer, 





tion’s recent ‘Salute to Radio’ in 


| Hotel St. Francis, has been chosen | 


to stage a special two-hour enter- 
tainment in the Frisco Opera House 
for the local observance of National 
| Hotel Week Friday (6). Seal is be- 


‘' radio industry generally as a test 


| Broadcasters Victims Of | 
Montreal Motor Smash-Up. 


| 


RUBINOFF 
And His Violin 
Just completed tour of 125 cities. 

















case involving a number of prece- | 
dent-setting angles. For one thing, 
its the first time a major station has | 
let a dispute with AFRA go as far 
as an actual strike. The networks, | 
agencies and some ‘other stations 
have carried differences with the 
union almost that far in the past, 
but have invariably settled before an 
actual walkout resulted. 

Emily Holt, AFRA’s national exec- 


June 6 (Friday) — “Pent House | 
Management and province has sustained a serious 
PHIL RUBINOFF loss by the deaths of four outstand- 
| dent near Montreal Thursday night 
: | (29). The dead are Rev. Wilfrid 
Morin, Fernand A. Leclerc, Leo Pol 
>] 9 Morin, and Louis Francoeur. Prof. 
| peared in ‘S.V.P.’ (S’il Vous Plait; , 
i You Please’) sponsored by Grads | 
| ing the car, which side-slipped on a 
| loosely gravelled road while round- 
: : well known as a lecturer. F. A. Le- 
eames gs Png | clere was on CBF, French broadcast- ; 
of Radio Artists. Negotiations be- |C°VeTing many important assign- 
tween the union and Hulbert Taft, | ments including a part of the Royal 
Situation is being watched by vari- toured Surope with the ramnaee 
ous show business unions and by the French composer Maurice Ravel. He 
CBF analyst and war news com-| 
mentator, had a large French and/| 
Professor Bourgoin is on the fac- 
ulty of L’Ecole Polytechnique, this 


Party” (Camel Cigarettes), WABC- Montreal, June 3. 
Paramount Theatre Bidg., New York ing French broadcasters and the in- 
Louis Bourgoin was slightly injured. 
ON POINT OF 
Cigarettes, a French variant of ‘In- 
| formation, Please,’ a widely popular 
Cincinnati, June 8. |ing a curve, was the chaplain of 
called momentarily at WKRC, Cin- ing center of Canadian Broadcast- 
Jr, the owner, have apparently bene in 1939. Leo Pol Morin was an 
was in big demand as a pianist, lec- | 
English following for his comments | 
city. 


CBS Network, 10:30 P.M., EDST. French language radio in this city 
=e jury of a fifth in an automobile acci- 
All five men produced and ap- 
STRIKE program in this city and outside. 
| Rev. Wilfrid Morin, who was driv- 
First actual walkout of actors-an- | Hospice St. Henri, this city, and was 
cinnati, by the American Federation | ing Corp., as bi-ligual announcer, 
boeken Gown. international pianist who in 1919 
turer and author. Louis Francoeur, | 

at 10:30 every night. 





utive-secretary, flew - here from 
Ne cere, ,mote| AFTER STRIKE THREAT 


| with members of the national board.-| 
It is known that if and when a8 | Minneapolis, June 3. 

strike is called, AFRA pickets will | Averting a strike of its musicians, 
KSTP has acceded to the demands 
.of the St. Paul musicians’ union and 
signed a contract at the latter’s 
terms. The contract requires the sta- 
tion to pay a flat $22,000 per annum 
for its staff orchestra regardless of 
the number of hours that the mu- 





WKRC studios. 

Although AFRA and WKRC-owner 
Taft have agreed on a few minor 
‘points in the negotiations, they have 
made virtually no progress toward 
accord on the vital issues. Principal 


| roisterers, 


tioning, this making each customer 
a ‘cooperative sponsor.’ 

Thing has become almost too pop- 
ular, calls necessitating not only four 
phone operators during broadcast, 
but a full-time staff of four at the 
dog food factory in Oakland to han- 
dle ‘files and inquiries. 

Purely aside from the commercial 
angle, the show has uncovered con- 
siderable human interest, and has 
helped place two alligators, a pet 
skunk, more than 35 canaries and a 
flock of pigeons in addition to the 
main job of 13,350 dogs and cats. In 


‘handling show, Wright has iearned 


that: 

Main reason for abandoning pets 
is moving out of town or moving 
into apartments or hotels with re- 
strictions. 

Surprising number of pedigreed 
animals, with papers, are given 
away, show having handled about 
1,000 including 35 pedigreed great 
danes and over 250 thoroughbred 
setters, pointers, shepherds and po- 
lice dogs. 

Broadcasting of more than 1,500 
lost and found announcements tends 
to cut into newspaper classified ad- 
vertising in that slot. 


52d Streeters Still Out: 
Sponsor Ready But CBS 
Won’t Sell Show to NBC 


Columbia program department 
last week turned down an offer from 
the Stack-Goble agency for a pro- 





|} gram with Jack White, Pat Harring- 


ton and Frankie Hyers, 52nd Street 
because the account in- 
volved (Lewis-Howe) wanted the 
show for its Tuesday spot on the 
NBC-Red. The CBS program depart- 
ment. explained that it had financed 
and built a program around this 
threesome as prospective service for 
a Columbia client and that it was not 
interested in merely making a profit 
on its production investment. 

CBS had worked for some time in 


fashioning a radio routine for the 
trio and several weeks ago it re- 
corded a fully rounded half-hour 


program with them while they were 
working before an audience in one 


nara A LCL RIES se AN Fie RIS Ramat nN Re SOY Sheed A OG ROSE 


combo men. | ing assisted by his co-worker Arnold | ones in dispute are the questions of 
Contract at KYA is retroactive to | Marquis. AFRA-shop and pay scales. Taft 
March 24 and was worked out by| Talent participating will include absolutely refuses to grant the 
Kornblum and Max West, business|ame band leaders current in the AFRA-shop and the union is equally 
rep for AFRA; Pray and M. L. Lar-| hostelries, among them Griff Wil- | adamant. 
sen, business rep for IBEW; Meyer, | liams, Neal Bondshu and Ozzie Nel-| There is wide divergence of views 
Grove Fink, Hearst attorney, and|5°M, who will take turns batoning on the matter of pay. AFRA is de- 
Charles Mayer, business manager of | Ricardo’s NBC staff orch. Parade manding the station accept its regu- 
Hearst’s Examiner, for KYA. of NBC talent will participate, in- lar rates for local network-affili- 
Understood new scale will jump|Cluding the newly signed Balboa ated stations. That is, 20% reduc- 
pay checks as much as $12.50 a week | Boys. 
for most of the boys. 





Cincinnati—WCKY’s good will am- ,—or a basis rate of $18 for a 15- 
bassador, Milton Bacon, will serve minute commercial program. Pres- 
as master of ceremonies at the 11th ent pay at the station is said to be 
annual American folk song festival , $3.98 for that classification. 

— 8 at Mayo Trail, near Ashland, | 

y. | 


—| KXYZ SHOW SPREADS 





Harold Fair, program director for 
WHO, Des Moines, Iowa, takes of- 
fice July 1 as president of the Ad- 
vertising Club of Des Moines. 














Two Beers With One Idea = ""sS5"85%%*"" pion Protests Shuts Off Sokolsky 


S | Houston, June 3. 
T | Hollywood Highlights, film chatter 
win Cities True - tthe program broadcast over KXYZ 
to Form a Peas - Pod Program daily since March 1, will go to the 
Duplication Lone Star Chain. Program is as- 
- semblea, written and presented by 








Marjorie Hazlewood, whose radio | 


Durstine Seeks Station Data 


background has included posts as 
staff musician and arranger for 
WFAA, in Dallas, and WBAB, Forth 
Worth, and soloist on WGN, Chicago. 
She started her career as a singer, 


Minneapolis, June 3. = here as the result of all local 
Through a coincidence or other-|N€wspapers now being under the 


s . | j i no ’ 
wise, two rival Minneapolis brewer- | ecg oro ae re — = 
ies, Golden Grain Belt and Gluek's, qown on all alcoholic advertising. 
have gone on the air on competing | However, KSTP has announced 
a wcco er Fig with ‘that liquor advertising will be re- 
novelty programs tha O a peas-in- : ey : 6: 
pod act. The Golden Grain Belt eubeicite toa minimum, with whiskey 
program on WCCO is called ‘Friend- entirely verboten. Since the change 
ly Tavern’ and that of Gluek’s on in the situation, it states, the Gluek 
KSTP “Family Tavern,’ with the in-| program is the only one to find 
| time on the station after 10 p.m., it 


formal musical, vocal and comedy | 
entertainment ostensibly emanating ; ; 

getting the 10:15 spot nightly, Mon- ferring from WEEI after three years 
Liquor accounts are gravitating to days through Fridays. of continuous broadcasting. 


drifted into commentary. She intro- 
duces variety into her program with 
interludes of orchestral music. 

The program is sponsored by 
Grand Prize Beer. 





| Jimmy and Dick, yodeling- cow- 


in both instances from a tavern. 


——— - Pema aseo 


{tion from the full scales for com- | 
mercial or sustaining network rates | 


boys at WLBZ, Bangor, Me., trans- | 





sicians work. The cost will be $4,000 
more than for the year which just 
has terminated. 

| When Stan Hubbard, KSTP gen- 


eral manager, balked at the terms, | 


the union filed a strike notice with 
him and threatened to have the na- 
tional body pull off all remote con- 


|e broadcast music. 





Cincinnati.—William Dowdell, for- 
mer city editor of the Cincy Post, 
Scripps-Howard sheet, starts in the 
WLW-WSAI newsroom Junt® 9.- A 
|protest by Newspaper 
| paved the way for Dowdell’s stay on 
| the Post, but in a different capacity, 
after he was let out May 12. 


i 


Guilders | 


of the Columbia playhouses. 





Dave Bennett With WJJD 


Chicago, June 3. 

Dave Bennett, for years the presi- 
dent of Bennett & Associates adver- 
| tising agency, has joined WJJD as 
|local sales-manager, a new post. 
|Herbert Sherman, who has been 
| general sales manager of WJJD, will 
continue with the station as national 
‘sales chief. 
| Bennett has had a long line of lo- 
‘cal biz experience in Chicago ad- 
vertising circles. He was head of 
classified advertising for the Daily 
News and later was account exec 
| with the Schwimmer & Scott agency. 








| 


Pittsburgh Council Calls Him ‘Labor-Baiter,’ So 


WWSW Cancels Commentator 








Durstine, who has been in 


Roy 
retiring from B.B.D. & O., last week 
addressed a circular letter to station 
|reps asking them for announcement 

rates on the stations they had in 43 
|stipulated markets. The letter did 


/not mention the account or the prod- | 


| uct. 

Durstine noted that his require- 
ments did not include high-powered 
stations. 


‘ 


Pittsburgh, June 3. 
Stafion WWSW, indie outfit controll- 
| ed by Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, has re- 


pianist and organist and gradually ' the agency business on his own since ™Oved George Sokolsky’s program 


from the air following protest by 


Steel City Industrial Union Council 
| that commentator was on payroll of 
/National Association of Manufac- 
iturers and labor-baiting at same 
time. Station’s prompt action brought 
a letter of thanks from union heads. 

Post-Gazette formerly carried 
| Sokolsky’s column but dropped it sev- 
eral years ago. 
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-AZCARRAGA ON BORDER 





Aguila’s Guessing Show on XEQ 





Phillips Magnesia Glorifies Doctors—Carlos Riveroll 
del Prada Follows Yankee Ideas 





Mexico City, June 3. 

Carlos Riveroll del Prada, Ameri- 
ean-trained program director of 
XEQ here (he used to be with KNX, 
Los Angeles) continues to line up 
programs for the station to sell to 
advertisers here. He probably op- 
erates more nearly like Yankee 
broadcasters than anybody else here. 

Latest XEQ innovations include 
‘Quien es Quien’ (‘Who’s Who?’), a 
once weekly 30-minute show spon- 
sored by the Aguila tobacco, as a 
plug for its new Embajadores (Am- 
bassadors) Cigarettes. 





DELAY STATION FOR 
UNIV. OF ALBERTA 


Edmonton; Alta., June 3. 

The Canadian Broadcasting Co. 
has declined so far to finance the 
installation of a new transmitter for 
|CKUA, the University of Alberta’s 
station. News of the breakdown of 
negotiations between the CBC and 
the university was conveyed in a 
| convocation address by the latter’s 
| president, W. A. R. Kerr. 








A renovated CKUA had been |! 


scheduled to go on the air in May 








200, 000-WATTER 


ORGANIZING 





Station Under Name of Ex- 
President Rodriguez of 
Mexico But to Be Oper- 
ated by XEW-XEQ Syn- 
dicate on ‘High Class’ 
Basis 


MORE TO COME? 





|ter in Mexico City. 
| Riverol, 


El Paso, Texas, June 3. 
A 200,000-watt radio station will 


| be erected, according to Emilio Az- | 


This show | with the power increased from 500 to ‘carraga, Mexico City radio and the- 


consists of the impersonation of two 1,000 watts, and the CBC has not atre man at Zaragoza, Mexico, near 


outstanding characters of history, only withheld the required subsidy, here, by Gen. Abelardo Rodriguez. 
| Rodriguez, an ex-president of Mex- 


Those | now hopes to get this project okayed | iCO and one: of the republic's big 


literature and music doing a dialog. 
Audience participation angle is con- 
test to identify characters. 
who identify one character receive | 
a cash prize; those who can call both | 
cop two cash awards. This program | 
is swamping XEQ with letters from 
the public. 

Another smash program of this 
station is the 30-minute show twice 
weekly, ‘Thank You, Doctor,’ backed 
by Phillips Milk of Magnesia. This 


show consists of the dramatic re-' 


counting of outstanding 
ments of physicians and surgeons, 
stressing their self sacrifice, spiritual 
service and boon to humanity. Two 
of Mexico’s top. singers, 
Vinay and Evangelina Magana, op- 
eratic contralto, are on this program. 

XEQ meantime is arranging one of 
its biggest shows. 


achieve- | 


This is to be a'! 
‘Good Will’ presentation in coopera- | 


Ia the new commercial license for | 
a 1,000 watt basis. The university | 


in time for a fall starting date. 





Roldan Resumes Mexican 
Dates -After S. A. Tour 


Mexico City. June 3. 
Luis Roldan, Mexican concert and 
radio tenor, is again doing programs 
}over XEW and XEWW after a tour 








| 


|of South American countries. 
He’s sponsored twice-weekly ' by 
Tabacalera Mexicana, a tobacco firm. 


Ramon | 


ing System to cement relations be- | 


|}tween Mexico and the U. S. and 
other Latin-American countries. 
June 21 is the date for this one-' 
timer, 


business men, was granted permis- | 


‘sion to erect a plant at Nogales, | 


Sonora, but was unable to receive 
adequate power and land line con- 


‘nections with Mexico City. 


A clear channel wave length has 
been granted and station will oper- 
ate in both English and Spanish. 
Station will take to the air in six 
or eight months, according to pres- 
ent plans. 

Azcarraga will manage the prop- 
erty of the new station. He is head 
of syndicate controlling Mexico 
City’s XEW, with 100,000 watts, and 
XEQ, 50,000 watts. 

New station which is expected to 
cost about $500,000 will be the most 
powerful station on the continent. 

It is considered likely that in ad- 


‘dition to the right to operate the 


CARLOS RIVEROL HAS 
‘AMATEUR WRITER SHOW 





Survey Suspicious 


Mexico Tries Anew 





La General Anunciadora Agency Seeks Data on 
Radio Popularities 








Mexico City, June 3. 
Mexican radio, which resembles , 
U. S. broadcasting in its addiction to 


|}amateur shows under various guises, 
|has a new tyro series sponsored by | 


Jueves de Excelsior, local weekly 
mag, over station XEQ, 50,000-wat- 
CarldS Prada 
program manager of XEQ, 
handles the show, which is scripted 
by simon pure authors. 

Winning scripts are selected by a 
committee from the station and the 
sponsor mag. There are cash prizes 


‘and the most likely authors are to 


be given contracts by the station, it 
is announced. Program airs twice 
weekly, with regular radio casts. 





San Luis Obispo, Cal—Myron A. 
Mears, announcer and transcription 
artist on loeal station KVEC, has 
resigned to take a network job in 
Los Angeles. He'll first go to New 
York for a vacation. 


Azearraga syndicate will have at 


' least 50% ownership of station. This 


enterprising group of Mexican busi- 
ness men has apparently been dis- 
couraged in a proposition pending 
for some time to create three, not 
one, new border stations on a ‘high 
class’ basis in contrast to the goat 
gland and horoscope factories. 

Azcarraga group is now building 
an elaborate hotel at Acaplilco on 
the Pacific Coast 


7% 
7 


| 
| By DOUGLAS GRAHAME 


Mexico City, June 3. 

First republic-wide survey of Mexi- 
can radio is being undertaken by the 
, advertising agency, La General An- 
' unciadora. Survey will attempt to 
‘chart the most popular programs on 
‘all Mexican stations. It is hoped to 
have the data in by late this month. 

Anunciadora is trying again to get 
factual data on radio habits here. 
This has been a matter of opinion 
and observation rather than statistics 
and organized information hereto- 
for. 


| Mexican people usually are not re- 

sponsive to ordinary radio research 
methods. Small number of telephone 
subscribers in relation to population 
handicaps use of the Crossley field 
check method here. On the other 
hand illiteracy and suspicious natures 
,have generally doomed most post 
card attempts to corral info. 


Anunciadora is anxious to bring 
some order out of the chaos of Mexi- 
can radio guesswork. In particular 
the agency wants some impartial 
evidence on local entertainers and 
announcers as to established popu- 
larities. Radio is going ahead great 
guns in Mexico but some advertisers 
are still chary of the medium. And 
there is the question of costs and how 
to justify them, even though these 
costs may seem extremely nominal 
by Yankee standards. 





El Paso, Texas—Addition to the 
staff of station KROD is Ann Far- 
rington Hadlock, to aid Merle H. 
Tucker, general manager. 


tion with the Columbia Broadcast- 
———— 











KMOX goes a-visiting 





McKesson & Robbins “Opportunity 
Hour” aired from “the Cape.” Other 
KMO Xshowsalsooriginated thereon 
this one day—21 quarter-hours in all. 


Every radio station enjoys visits 
from its listeners. And KMOX is 
surely one of the most visited 





“sights” in St. Louis. 











But, to turn the tables, a Saturday or 
so ago KMOX visited a goodly group 
of listeners—in Cape Girardeau, Mis- 
120 miles south of St. 


souri, Louis. 


It wasagaladay. There were“Pappy” 
Cheshireand his entire hillbilly gang, 
doing their local and network shows. 
Charley Stookey put on his “Colum- 
bia’s Country Journal” from there. 
France Laux did his regular Sports 
Review and also his weekly Sports 
Quiz. Jane Porter originated her 
“Magic Kitchen” broadcast, and the 


There were parades and all manner 
of excitement. It was the biggest day 
in Cape Girardeau in many a moon, 
And it was a great day, too, for 
KMOX and its influence in the scores 
of other “Cape Girardeaus” through- 
out Missouri and Illinois that com- 
prise KMOX’ bonus for advertisers 


in the St. Louis market. 


This was but the first of a series of 
“Days” planned by KMOX to cement 
friendships throughout its entire 
coverage area. 


KMOX THE VOICE OF ST. LOUIS - 50,000 WATTS 


Owned and operated by CBS. Represented nationally by Radio Sales: 
New York + Chicago + Detroit » Charlotte + San Francisco + Los Angeles 
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From The Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Rose Bampton guests Sunday (8) on the Coca-Cola program, with Andre 
Kostelanetz, and June 12 on the Promenade Concert broadcast from 
Toronto....Seymour N. Siegel. program director of WNYC and a liéu- 
tenant in the naval reserve, called for active service June 16....Robert 
Berler, radio operator of the same station, has also been called and Wil- 
liam Pitkin, supervisor of design and construction, is liable for immediate 
call....Robert Louis Shayon, who directs ‘We Are Always Young’ over 
WOR-Mutual, upped to the title of senior producer of WOR....Roger 
Bower is the only other similarly-titled member of the staff....Bob Emery 
has given up the ‘Friendship Bridge’ series over WMCA to add a short- 
wave broadcast via WRUL, Boston, to his regular ‘Rainbow House’ series 
over WOR....‘Taxi Tales,’ built around the stories of cab drivers and 
their passengers, being readied for agency audition by Jess L. Kaufman 
production office, from scripts by Lew Arnheim. 

Sally Benson, whose ‘Junior Miss’ stories in The New Yorker have been 
put into a novel coming out as a June ‘Book of the Month’ selection, 
broadcast on Columbia’s ‘Of Men and Books’ May 31, and will guest on 
‘Information Please,’ over NBC blue, June 6. Mrs. Benson aired on the 
Columbia program from New York, although it is handled from Chicago 
by John T. Frederick, professor of journalism at Northwestern Univer- 
sity’s, with the assistance of Parker Wheatley. 

Edward Longstreth, radio director of Colgate-Palmolive-Peet, was lent 
to the Government by the company to set up and supervise the script for 
the special United Service Organization program last night (Tuesday) 
over Columbia, Mutual and NBC blue (WJZ). 


. 





Earle McGill directed, Bob Trout was m.c. gnd Mark Warnow musical | 


director on the show, which originated in Washington, with pickups from 
Indianapolis and Annapolis. 

Jimmy Cannon, the ex-Broadwayite on WOR’s show from Camp Dix, 
transferred to duty at Ft. Jay, Governors Island, and so is already off the 
show....Sydney Greenstreet, of the Lunt-Fontanne legit troupe, had the 
Major Hoople lead in ‘Our Boarding House,’ when a radio version of the 
comic strip was auditioned by Ruthrauff & Ryan last week as possible 
summer replacement for ‘Big Town.’ 

Lou Frankel started Monday (2) as new press agent of new station 
WBYN, which is occupying former 43d street premises of WOV....this 
is the station formed by a merger of three former Brooklyn smallies.... 
Edgar Grunwald and wife off to Virginia and Wisconsin for three-week 
vacation between Variety and Business Week jobs. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Rudy Vallee won't take that vacation at his Maine lodge after all. Seal- 
test sponsor, after many ons and offs, decided against moving the show 
east, even for a coupla weeks....Dorothy Lamour planes to Chicago on 
her return from Honolulu to lead off the guest parade on the Holland 
Furnace series over NBC..,...NBC newsite in N. Y., Lars Skattebol, look- 
ing over the cinema city....NBC duffers and divotees will tear up the turf 
at Palos Verdes June 7....‘Blondie,’ which started for Camels as a summer 
sub, las§ week wound up its 100th broadcast....Tommy Lee got around a 
city ordinance neatly when he installed a swimming pool on the grounds of 
his new television plant in the hills overlooking Hollywood, City fathers 
ruled he must have a watershed to fight fires, if necessary. Pool will be 





made to do double duty, to serve also as a site for swimming events to | 


be televised by W6XAO....Basil Rathbone and Nigel Bruce have been 
re-signed to continue their ‘Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’ over NBC 
next fall....Hal Bock, NBC Coast publicity director, now a commercial 
raiser of ‘avocados in the valley....Jimmie McHugh and L. Wolfe Gilbert 
wrote ‘Confidentially Yours’ as a themer for George Fisher’s film gabber 
Cn Mutual....Sam Balter’s sponsor picked up another 10 stations on the 
Don Lee net for his sports series. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


KSFO is trying out a new system for audience shows. Instead of pick- 
ing up tickets, fans are asked to phone their reservations, names being 
checked off as they enter studio....vacant chairs remaining just before 
broadcast time are released to late comers 
of Commerce won first place in contest with 29 other state chambers for 
most radio activity between July 1, 1940, and May 14, 1941, wangling 85 





hours and 45 minutes of air time....KROW contributed the largest single | 


hunk, 48 hours and 15 minutes (107 programs)....same station now giving 
the Community Chest full cooperation with a series of 52 weekly quarters 
tabbed ‘Heart Throbs of a City’....Lincoln Dellar, KSFO general man- 
ager, named honorary director of Salinas rodeo....Tommy Phelan, NBC 
engineer from New York, addresses the Optimist Club here Thursday 
(12) on ‘NBC’s New Building’. 


_ 


...Oakland Junior Chamber | 


PAYROLL TRAFFIC 





| 
WDRC announcer and prexy of sta- 
tion’s Strictly Swing Club, turn- 
table organization with 13,000 mem- 
bers, has joined new FM station in 
Schenectady, N. Y. 

Elliott Miller of spieling 
moves into presidential chair. 


staff 





Hartford.—Gil Bayek, first-string | 





Halifax, N. S.—Frank Segee, form- | 


erly of CFNB, Fredericton, N. B., 
has become CBC news operator at 
CHNS, Halifax, N. S. 
Lan Sclanders, who had been in that 
position since the CBC established 
a news broadcasting service several 
months ago. He returns to news- 
paper work. 





New York City—Warner Hall has 
joined sales department of WOR, 
New York, filling a new post in 
charge of sales records and time 
charts. Change leaves Herman 
Maxwell free to service business 
from WOR’s offices in Chicago, Bos- 
ton and San Francisco. 
| Tom Flanagan, formerly head of 
‘the magazine division of CBS pub- 
‘licity, has been given supervision of 
the staff and handling all copy for 
‘dailies and trade papers. He suc- 
ceeds John Denson, who resigned to 
join the Washington staff of Time 
mag. 





Portland, Me.—Arlyn E. Barnard, 


/conductor of early a.m. kid session 
on WCSH here, named to head Op- 
portunity Farm, school and home for 
orphaned boys in nearby township. 


| 
| 





Salt Lake City—KDYL adds Les 
Stanton to engineering staff. He'll 
work with John Baldwin, chief engi- 
neer. 
| Gene Halliday returns to KSL, 
‘this time to take over job of di- 
| rector of music broadcasts. This 
will include all auditions. He will 


also do a daily 15-minute period of | 


organ music, with Harry Clark vo- 
calizing. 

KUTA adds Jack Burnett as sales- 
man to replace Artie Clark, called 
up as reserve ensign. Burnett 
cgmes from managing KBIX, Mus- 
kogee, Oklahoma. 





St. Louis—Ear] Melby, formerly 
program director at WLOF, Orlando, 
Fla., has joined gabbing staff at 
KWK. 

George Abel is back on gabbing 
staff at WIL. Replaces Bob Raw- 
son who returns to chemical plant 
\that’s filling national defense orders. 


| 


| New York City—Larry Blenheim, 
formerly with WOV, New York, and 





previously with WFAS, White Plains, | 


Y., has joined the announcing 
| staff of WHN. Other recent addi- 
tions to the WHN announcer staff 
are Ray Winters and Herlof Proven- 
on, 


n 


| Pittsburgh—Newly-created post of 

| Agricultural Director at KDKA has 

been assigned to Donald C. Lerch, 
. 





| 











j Look at... 
the RECORD. 








RADIO STATION REPRESENTATIVES 
MEW YORK ¢ DETROIT * CHICAGO * SAN FRANCISCO) 


Detroit — Art Middleton, square 
dance caller with the Tim Doolittle 
gang on WJR, is the first to go into 


fore entraining for Camp Davis, 
N. C., where he’s in the 94th Coast 
Artillery. 





Wichita, Kans.—Mary Lou Ban- 
non, home economics expert, is new 
at KFBI. 

Clarence Rupp, formerly promo- 
tion manager of KFBI, is now ad- 
vertising manager-of the Chronicle 
at Abilene, Kans. Replaced at KFBI 
by Bob Summers, upped from staff 
continuity writer. (Summers is son 
of H. B. Summers of NBC, New 
York.) 





Schenectady, N. Y.—In a series of 
changes at WGY, Schenectady, 
Jeanette Swart was promoted to the 
press department, vice Robert War- 
ner, resigned; Dorothy Rice, recep- 
tionist, moved up to the music rights 
department; Arthur Roberts, former 
clerk, became a student engineer; 


files; Charles Gallagher joined the 
accounting department, and Dorothy 
Lakmann and Loretta Lesneske 
became receptionists. 





Nashville—The Golden West Cow- 
boys are back at WSM after a year’s 
absence in Louisville. The Joe Frank 
outfit has new yodeler, San Antonio 
Rose. 

Aidan Fitzpatrick has joined an- 
nouncing staff at WSM. From WJPR, 
Greenville, Miss., and KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh, 











Oren Weaver. 


He replaces | 


—— 
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| Council Programs: 1940-41 


Denver, June 3. 

The following is a summary of the various regional series 

produced by or in cooperation with the Rocky Mountain Radio 

Council during the present 1940-41 season. The commercial 

radio stations carrying the programs and the number of weeks 
of broadcassting are also indicated: 

‘HISTORY IN THE MAKING’: The week’s biggest headline as it affects 

the Rocky Mountain region; prepared by authorities in economics, 


political science and history at the University of Colorado. (52 weeks.) 
KVOD, KGHF, KGIW, KIUP, KFXJ, KVRS, KDFN, KWYO, KGEK. 





‘BETWIXT AND BETWEEN’: The adventures of Louise Tanner, whose 





| 








uniform. He got married just be- | 


Athena Doo Leeds took over the 


Chicago.—Helen Jane Oppegard 
joins WBBM news staff under J. 


typically adolescent heartches, problems and triumphs make excellent 
listening, especially for parents and young people. Colorado State 
Board for Vocational Education and the Colorado Congress of Parents 
and Teachers, (8 weeks.) 


KOA, KFXJ, KIUP, KGIW, KOKO, KGHF, KIDW 
‘JOURNEYS BEHIND THE NEWS’: America’s place in the international 
scene today, by Dr. Ben M. Cherrington and guest speakers. Founda- 
tion for the Advancement of the Social Sciences, University of Denver, 
(30 weeks.) 
KLZ, KVOR, KFXJ, KIUP, KDFN, KGIW, KVRS, KOKO, KYAN 
‘AGRICULTURE IN THE NEWS’: Important new developments and cur- 
rent topics concerning Rocky Mountain agriculture. Colorado State 
‘College of Agriculture. (52 weeks.) 
KVOD, KGHF, KIUP, KFXJ, KFKA, KOKO, KGIW, KIDW 


| ‘WHAT CAN YOU DO ABOUT IT?’: Discussions by faculty and students 


about every-day interests; hobbies, current problems, the arts. 
rado College. (30 weeks.) 
KVOR, KLZ, KIUP, KOKO. 
‘A WOMAN’S WORLD’: The dramatized story of what Rocky Mountain 
women have done for the betterment of mankind; in science, art, 
humanitarian endeavor. American Association of University Women, 
(5 weeks.) 


Colo- 


KOA, KFBC, KFXJ. 

‘PIONEERS LIVE AGAIN’: Exciting dramatized chapters in Rocky Moun- 

tain histsory. University of Wyoming. (6 weeks.) 
KDFN, KWYO, KVRS, KFBC, KPOW. 

‘THE TEEN-AGE GIRU’: College and non-college girls look at life and at 
themselves: dramatized problems of young women today as told to 
the College Counselor, Colorado Woman’s College. (6 weeks.) 

KLZ, KVRS, KIDW, KGHF, KFBC 

‘LET’S LOOK AT LATIN AMERICA’: A series of six broadcasts designed 
to give information about the culture, history and economy of Latin 
America. Presented by the Latin American Center of the University 
of Denver. (6 weeks.) 

KVOD, KGHF, KIUP, KGIW. 

‘JOB FUTURES’: Little known job opportunities and how both young 
people and adults can train for them. Dramatized. Denver Public 
Schools. (8 weeks.) 

KLZ. (Completed.) 

‘ONCE UPON A TIME’: Well-loved stories for children. Denver Publie 
library. (52 weeks.) 

KOA. 

‘ROCKY MOUNTAIN SCHOOL OF THE AIR’: Broadcasts to schools in 
civics, music, home economics, consumer education, vocational educa- 
tion. Colorado State College of Education. (12 weeks.) 

KFKA, KYAN, KFXJ. 

‘SOLDIERS AND SAINTS’: 400 years of Jesuit history; the dramatized 
chronicle of heroes, martyrs and colorful figures known to two hemis- 
pheres. Regis College. (8 weeks.) 

KFKA, KFEL. 

‘WE DEFEND AMERICA’: How America prepares for Mefense on a gi- 
gantic scale; the role of the war industries in our life today presented 
by ong College of Engineering of the University of Colorado. (10° 
weeks. ) 

KFEL, KFKA, KYAN, KOKO, KDFN, KGEK, KVRS. (Completed.) 

‘MEDICINE, 1941’: Up-to-date facts of new drugs, new ways of fighting 
epidemics, advances in the field of psychiatry, etc. School of Medicine 
of the University of Colorado and the Colorado State Medical Society. 
(10 weeks.) P 

KFEL, KFKA, KYAN, KOKO, KDFN, KGEK, KVRS. 

‘DESIGN FOR DEMOCRACY’: Student forum on regional issues. 
versity of Denver. (10 weeks.) 

KFEL. (Completed.) 

‘MAN AND MINERALS’: Dramatizes the important role of minerals in 
everyday life. Colorado School of Mines. (16 weeks.) 

KOA, KFXJ, KIUP, KDFN, KWYO. (Completed.) 

‘YOUR HOME AND GARDEN’: About flowers, landscaping and vegee 

tables. Colorado State College of Agriculture. (16 weeks). 


Uni- 





KVOR, KFXJ, KIUP, KGIW (Completed.) 
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CHANGE 
OF ADDRESS’ §& 





As a preliminary to an increase 
= in power to 50,000 watts to be 
=a effected shortly, Radio Station 
= WINS has moved into new studios 
= —the last word in technical de- 
= sign and layout, planned and fur- 
= nished for high quality production 

° with the very latest equipment... 


= 28 west 44‘ sTREET 
: NEW YORK, N.Y. 
TELEPHONE: BRYANT 9-6000 


WINS 


= Now 1000 om your dial 


"Easy to remember, easy to dial” 
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DENVER RADIO EXPERIMENT | 


HUDSON PROJECT. 


GETS INTO oT RIDE 


Rocky Mountain Air Coun- 
cil Playing Big Role in 
Building Special Programs 
With Educational Aspects 
for Isolated Colorado- 
Wyoming Section 








BEING WATCHED 





Denver, June 8. 
Germinated in 1937, launched in 
1939, intensified this year, the Rocky 
Mountain Radio Council of Denver 
is today probably one of the most 
unique forces operating within and 
sure to have influence upon Amer- 


_ 





| 


ican broadcasting. During its first | 


nine months of operation the Coun- 
cin produced for its 16 member or- 
ganizations 222 radio programs. As 
of 1941 it averages 10 programs a 


ition, from KFXJ in Grand Junc- 
ition, KIUP in Durango, KDFN 


week and these, because they are| 


transcribed and released on various 


This 





and printed announcements; in ob-| filiation and the seven stations in the 
taining copyright clearances On mu-| zone which do have network lines 
sic and literature; in discovering and | (but sometimes cannot get network 


developing radio dramatic talent for 
use On educational programs. 
are increasing demands made upon 
the Radio Council by its members 


for script writing. The Radio Coun- | 


cil, while assuming some leadership 


in discovering and developing the’ 
radio program resources of the re- | 


gion and in building programs to 
meet regional needs, 
sentially a program service agency. | 

The Council provides an unoffi- | 
cial Rocky Mountain Radio Net-| 
work for educational broadcasting. | 
network is accomplished 
through the use of electrical tran- | 
scriptions; programs of educational | 


| organizations being produced as ‘live 


talent’ broadcasts on one station, and | 
being recorded for subsequent | 
broadcast by stations in other parts 
of the region. For example: Dur- 
ing 12 consecutive weeks, a Univer- 
sity of Denver broadcast was origi- 
nated in the studios of KLZ in Den- 
ver; was simultaneously relayed by 
wire to Colorado Springs and broad- 
cast from KVOR; was simultaneous- 
ly transcribed in the _ recording 
studio of the Council, and _ sub- 
sequently broadcast, by transcrip- 


in 

Casper, and KVRS in Rock Springs. 
Its Significance 

The Rocky Mountain Radio Coun- 





Colorado-Wyoming stations, amount cil is regarded as of special signifi- | 


to about 60 broadcasts weekly. 

This vast focus of educational pro- 
gram activity is financed by $16,000 
in grants from the _ Rockefeller 
Foundation and Payne Fund of New 


| cance in the future of educational 


York and the Boettchner Fund of | 


Denver. 

The Radio Council aids its mem- 
bers in the planning, editing, direct- 
ing, broadcasting, and transcribing of 
their programs; in initiating and 
completing broadcast arrangements 
with radio stations in all parts of 
the region; in giving publicity to 
programs through radio, newspapers, 


{sults which is an 
| the whole. Finally, there is the add- 
'ed fact that the 


broadcasting because of (1) those 
who have encouraged it (2) the na- 
ture and extent of the practigal pro- 
duction experiments being carried 
through and (3) the testing of re- 
integral part of 


Council provides 
a kind of radio program that in a} 
particular kind of remote mountain- | 
ous region (Colorado and Wyoming) | 
would almost certainly not other-| 
wise be available. Nine of the area’s | 
radio stations have no network af-| 


There | 


remains es- | 


service because of the line not be- 
ing open) lack local production 


Staffs and facilities to give much 


direct aid to non-commercial or- 
ganizations interested in producing 
radio programs of an enlightenment 
character. 


With regard to results Director 
Hudson has stated: 


‘In March, 1940, the Radio 
Council conducted several sur- 
veys to determine the extent of 
its listening audience. One sur- 
vey conducted by ielephone in 
Denver indicated that approxi- 
mately one-sixth of the sets then 
in use were tuned in to the 
Council program—a percentage 
considerable above the national 
average for listeners to educa- 
tional programs, In Grand Junc- 
tion, Colorado, where two pro- 
grams were tested, the Council 
offering had three-fifths and 
four-fifths respectively of the 
listening audience. In Durango, 
Colorado, where a single station 
can be heard in daytime hours, 
a morning broadcast of the 
Council of course had a 100% 
listener response—thus tending 
to support the early Council 
claim, namely, that since few 
network programs reach such 
isolated communities, cultural 
programs of superior quality 
form a much needed service. 

‘Similar surveys were con- 
ducted with comparable results 
in Greeley, Colorado, and in 
Casper and Rock Springs, Wyom- 
ing. These surveys were con- 
ducted through the _ public 
schools with the following tech- 
nique, which can be used only 
by non-commercial educational 
organizations. Prepared ballots 
were distributed through the 
Superintendent of Schools to 
every school room. Just before 
noon recess the ballots were 
given to all pupils with the re- 





Adams State Teachers College 
Adult Education Council 


Colorado College 


Congress of Parents and 
Teachers 
Education Association 
Federation of Women’s Clubs 
Library Association 
Colorado Medical Society 
Colorado School of Mines 
State College of Agriculture 
State College of Education 
State Department of Education 
Colorado State Grange 


Association of University Women 


Colorado Woman's College 
Colorado Women Citizens’ 
League 
Denver Public Library 
Denver Public Schools 
Farmers Educational Union 
lliff School of Theology 
Loretto Heights College 
Regis College 
University of Colorado 
University of Denver 
University of Wyoming 
Western State College 
Wyoming Education Association 
Wyoming Department of 
Education 
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quest that parents be asked to 

mark them and return them im- 

mediately. Since the schools cut 

across all economic and social 
groupings, it has been felt that 
these ballots reach a fair cross- 
seetion of the population. Pro- 
motion of interest in the pro- 
grams themselves, it was hoped, 
proved to be an important by- 
product. The Radio Council ex- 
perience indicated that about 
half of the questionnaires were 
returned on the same day they 
were sent out.’ 

Council Anecdota 

As with all organizations that deal 
with radio programs and the pub- 
lic the Council has its own stock of 
anecdota of a’ revealing and some- 
times humorous nature. -There was, 
for example, a rather frantic letter 
to Director Hudson recently anent 
‘A Woman’s World.’ The letter 
read: 

‘Please send me a script of the 
program on art scholarships for 
school children in Colorado. I am 
the chairman of the scholarship 
committee, and since your program 
on this subject have received 40 or 
|50 letters asking for additional in- 





, formation. 


I forgot to listen, but 
because of all these letters maybe 
I'd better find out what it was all 
about.’ 

On a recent Colorado College pro- 
gram, produced through the Radio 


; Council, a certain professor became 
| very disturbed about the ban on the 


| theme song for the series. 


| about ASCAP. 
‘said the professor, 


The pro- 
patiently explained 
‘Well, in that case,’ 
‘T)l whistle it.’ 


gram director 


| He did, too, until a frantic station 


engineer cut out the microphone-— 
presumably before ASCAP could 
find a good lawyer. 

‘The Radio Council also finds that 
people often expect too much. As 
when the Colorado Woman’s Col- 
lege produced a transcribed 15 min- 
ute musical program in the Council 
studios. ‘Would you like to have it 
played back?’ asked the engineer. 
‘Please,’ answered the musical di- 
rector of the college. ‘But you'll 
have to play it back in five minutes 
instead of 15 because I have a very 
important engagement.’ 








Forth Worth—H. R. Turner has 
been added to the sales staff of stae 
tion WBAP-KGKO. 
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market and its 


simultaneously —with different programs. 


largest spending market. 


* 
i 4% - : C*_ by Godfrey ! 


That singular Arthur Godfrey of WJSV, Washington... aviator... 
horse breeder...supper club and theatre entertainer... naval reservist 
... has now become Godfrey, the Magician. For Arthur Godfrey has 
proved since April 28 that a man can be two places at once. Godfrey 


is heard by the home town audience and his new WABC audience 


(No, it isn’t done with mirrors; it’s just the difference in time.) 
Godfrey is now holding down (and building up!) the important 


“breakfast hour” periods in both the country’s wealthiest per capita 


At WJSV, we call it salesmanship. For many years here in Washing- 


ton, Godfrey has told his audience: this is the item to buy. And they 


go out and buy it. 


A quarter-hour on Godfrey's WJSV “Sun Dial” morning period will 


soon be available. Ask us about it! 


Wed OV cotmpia's Station for the Nation’s Capital 


50,000 WATTS 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. Repre- 
sented nationally by Radio Sales: New York * Chicago 
Detroit * St. Louis * Charlotte > Los Angeles + San Francisco 
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No Vacash for WOR Femme Airers 


As Hot Weather Commitments Boom 





An exploitation deal between 
WMCA and 48 RKO theaires in 
metropolitan New York has been 
completed between Don Shaw, 
General Manager of WMCA and 
Malcolm Kingsberg, v.p. of the 
RKO Theatres. The deal swaps 
program on WMCA for lobby space 
and a 55 foot trailer about the 
station to be shown in the theatres 
nightly. 

Program of film gossip, ‘Mr. 
Hollywood’ (Julius Colby, WMCA’s 
drama critic) has begun. 


As part of an intensified drive for 
summer business, WOR, New York, 


AWAR 


90,000 WATTS 
SHREVEPORT, LA. 
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Serving - 
one 
of the 
nation’s 
richest 
and most 
‘prosperous 
markets 
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Owned cand operated by 
The Shreveport Times. Ask 
The. Branham Company for 
more information about 


KWKH. ons 
CBS 50,06 


af the 


1¢¢ 


‘is reversing previous plans and will 
hold its two leading femme broad- 


|casters on the air over the summer. | 
They are Bessie Beattie and Imo-| 


geiie Wolcot. Both are participa- 
tion-sponsored and both have con- 
tracts that call for extended sum- 
mer lay-offs. 

Moves are in recognition of and 
'intended to capitalize further on the 
volume of business WOR has gained 
during recent summer periods. Un- 
jlike the other network-affiliated 
| Stations in New York, the Mutual 
‘outlet has, in the last few years, 
added an unusual number of ac- 
counts during the summer months. 
Such business is figured almost pure 
| velvet, as the summer trend is gen- 
| erally the reverse. Also, in the case 
j of WOR, some of the summer new- 
comers have invariably remained on 
ithe air thereafter. 
| Specifically, a recent survey by 
| the station indicated that 72% more 
|summer advertisers used WOR dur- 
ling 1940 than in the corresponding 
period of 1939. And from a listen- 
|ing standpoint, the survey tended 
|to show that daytime audiences dur- 
ing July-August, 1940, were 16% 
larger than the previous year, and 
that nighttime audiences for the 
same period were 15% greater. 

WINS: Watchung Lake, through 
Radio Adv. Corp. of America, 41 an- 
nouncements over a period of seven 
and one-half weeks; Gardner Nur- 
sery, through Northwest Advertising, 
six five-minute programs. 

WMCA: Chubb & Son (marine in- 
; surance), 


| 





through Albert Frank- 


SEATTLE UNITS MOUNT 








Under Par 





Seattle, June 3. 
Business in Seattle made a slight 
| gain, continuing the steady upward 
| movement which is being shown in 
‘all the Pacific Northwest. Local was 
| the only figure remaining in the red. 





| Comparative Unit Count 





| % of 

May 31. May 24. Change. 
Network 7,335 7,305 J 

|Local ..... 6,565 6,578 —0.2 
Nat’l Spot. 807 802 +0.6 
. ere 14,707 14,685 . 


“+ 
(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 


INDUSTRIES USE 
RADIO TO FILL 
BALTO JOBS 


Baltimore, June 3. 

New angle for time buying here 
with large industrial plants handling 
defense orders utilizing air to attract 
skilled and unskilled help. Drain on 
general labor market also affecting 
| retail and office employment needs, 
| with jobs going begging all around 
here. Also new to radio usage are 
concerns buying in on WBAL’s 
‘Bonds of Loyalty’ program, which 
urges purchase of Defense Stamps 











and Bonds. One-time quarter-hour 
,shots are strictly institutional in 
' appeal, 


WBAL: ‘Bonds of Loyalty,’ quar- 


Web, Spot Gain Slightly—Local Is 


KROW, San Francisco Indie, Nabs 


Oakland Dept. Store for Sport Pom, 





San Francisco, June 3. 
KFRC collected a flock of renewals 
this week, a fact pleasing to sales de- 
| partments as evidence of a job be- 





| ing done. Among those who were 
| sufficiently convinced to re-sign 


| were: 

| Euclid Candy, carrying on its live 
| ‘Junior G-Man’ quarter-hour for an 
additional 18 weeks; Fels Naptha 
| Soap, which extended its participa- 
j tion in the KFRC ‘Breakfast Club’ 
for a similar period, and Yellow Cab, 
| holding its five-minute ‘Story Teller’ 
show for another 39 shots. 


Local stations picked up a flock of 
spots from *RKO pictures in behalf 
of the ‘Citizen Kane’ opening at the 
Geary, with Donahue & Coe as the 
agency. 

Another department store grabbed 
a lungful of air this week with 
KROW’s signing of the J. J. Krieg 
Co., Oakland. Firm is underwriting 
a Wednesday quarter, ‘The * Fish | 
Finder,’ sport shot conducted by Al | 





'cast, an attempt to repeat will be 


Guenther Law, ten-week contract,| ter-hour sponsored by the Fidelity & 
| three five-minute programs weekly,| Deposit Co. and Anchor Post Fence; 


‘Weekend Weather News’; RKO RKO Films, for ‘Fantasia,’ through | 
theatres, 26-week contract, daily Lord & Thomas, five spots; Consoli- 
| five-minute program, ‘Mr. Holly-; dated Gas & Electric Co., 26 one- 


| wood,’ and announcements. | minute transcriptions; Gardner 
WNEW: Parfum L’Orle, through Nurseries, through Northwest Radio, 
Jaseph, Lynch & Fishel, 13-week' six five-minute airings a week. 
contract, three one-minute an-| WCAO: Corkran-Hill (packers), 
|nouncements weekly; Lahm, Inc. through H. B. Green, 52 p.m. spots: 
(Columbian Protective Association),’ High Ice Cream, through Courtland 
direct, daily participation, ‘Zeke D. Ferguson, renewed 252 announce- 
Manners’ program; Philco Distribu-| ments; Howard Cleaners & Dyers, 
| tors of New York, through Stern-| through Harry Patz Co., a.m. clock 


| field-Godley, 13-week contract, 25 
announcements weekly; Virginia 
Dare Extract Co. (fruit extracts), 
through Clements Co., spot an- 
nouncements; Kent Stores, through 
S. R. Leon, renewal, seven-week con- 
tract, participation, three quarter- 
hours weekly, ‘Make Believe Ball- 
room’; Procter & Gamble, through 
Pedler & Ryan, 52-week contract, 
participation, three quarter-hours 
weekly, ‘Make Believe Ballroom’; 
York-Jersey Underwriters Agency of 
Newark, through Sheck Advertising, 
13-week contract, five quarter-hours 
weekly. 
| WOR: Reader’s Digest, through 
B. B. D. & O., one one-minute an- 
nouncement; Serutan, through Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan, 52-week contract, 
various time periods; Zonite Prod- 
ucts (Forhan’s), renewal for one 
week; American Cigarette & Cigar 
(Pall Mall), through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, one-minute announcements, 
two times weekly; Ken Laboratories, 
direct one one-minute announce- 
ment, ‘Farmers Digest.’ 


WQXR: Franklin Simon’s Sport 


announcements; Schmidt Baking Co., 
via W. E. Long, 200 participations; 
Strayer’s Business College, through 
Leon Golnick, six spots weekly; 
Consolidated Gas & Electric Co., 18 
p.m. spots; Lever Bros. (Rinso), 
through Ruthrauyff & Ryan, daily an- | 
nouncements; RKO Films, through 
Lord & Thomas, for ‘Fantasia,’ 10 
announcements. 

WFBR: Corkran-Hill (packers), | 
through H. B. Green, 104 spots; 
Union Trust Co., via Maurice Azrael, 
13 five-minute programs; Shell Oil, 








through J. Walter Thompson, 12 
spots; Megowen-Educator Foods, 
through John W. Queen, 39 an- 
nouncements; Burke-Savage Tire 
Co., via Leon Golnick, 12’spots. 
| Comparative Unit Count | 
-~ <2 
May 31. May 24. Change. 
Network 8,320 8,366 —0.5 
Local ...... 5,007 4,980 +-0.5 
Nat’l Spot.. 1,772 1,869 —5.2 
| ae 15,099 15,215 —O0.8 
(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, 
WFBR) 





Shop, in conjunction with the Sante! 


Fe Railroad, through Hirshon-Gar- 
field, four spots weekly; Seaboard 
Railway, participation, ‘Travel Hori- 
zons.’ 





SPOT ROSY IN PHILLY 


Figure Jumps to 6.3%—Swimming 
Pool on WIBG 
Philadelphia, June 3. 

Opening of the outdoor swimming 
season has brought a newcomer to 
Philly air time customers. The Bou- 
levard Pool, on the Philly-New York 
highway, last week contracted for 
12 15-minute programs each week 
on Doug Arthur’s ‘Danceland’ re- 
cording show on WIBG for the re- 
mainder of the season. The account 
was placed direct. 

The same outlet snagged a series 
of five-minute musical shows, seven 
days a week for a 13-week period 
for the Columbian Protective Asso- 
ciation of New York (insurance), 








Comparative Unit Count 





t 
May 31. May 26. Cen. 1 Comparative Unit Count | 
| Network 9,266 9,290 —0.3) % of 
boost .,... 12,941 13,016 06 May 31. May 24. Change. | 
|Nat’l Spot. 4,255 4,002 _.+63|Network .. 8325 8402 —09, 
‘Total ..... 26,462 26,308 +06)Local ..... 13,027 13,394 —2.7 
| (included: KYW, WCAU, WDAS, | Nat'l Spot. 4,796 4,882 
WFIL, WIBG, WPEN) Total ..... - 26,148 26,678 


DETROIT UNITS DROP 


All Categories Off—But Total Tops 
1940 Figure 








Detroit, June 3. 
Unit changes here were nothing 
{major during the week, but causing 


the blues around sales staffs was the 
fact that the decline here was gen- 
eral, hitting all categories. Every- 


thing skidded off slightly, with the 
local business off three percent after 
registering a substantial gain last 
week. ‘ 

However, picture isn’t somber con- 
sidering the seasonal position. Com- 
pared with the same week of a year 
ago, network ‘time is only 100 units 
below the count of 1940; local busi- 
ness is up better than 1,800 units, 
with national spot also slightly high- 
er than a year ago. Full time car- 
ried is better than 2,000 units above 
the same week of 1940, which, at the 
| turning point to summer, indicates a 
healthy posjtion for the area’s six 


| stations with only one or two sob- | 


bing the blues sincerely. 








Libs 
| RKO Motion Picture Corp., through | 
| Donahue & Coe, 12 spots for ‘Citizen | 


_Co., 13 quarter-hour transcriptions, | 


| scriptions; American Health Foods 
Association, through Theodore H. 


| Rhoades, 39 tri-weekly five-minute | 
—1.8 spots, ‘Story Teller’ (renewal.; Fels 
—2.0 ' & Co. (soap), through S. E. Roberts, 


Accardi and Bert Frazier. Indie out- 
let grabbed account direct. 
KFRC is preening itself on the 
handling of the Standard Symphony | 
pickup from the oilers refinery town 


'of Richmond, first time in history 


applause was used on the show. Air- 
ing went like magic and those con- | 
cerned were not displeased to learn | 


that the sponsor calls it the ‘best | 


symphony pickup we ever heard by | 
any orchestra anywhere at any time.’ 
Due to success of the outside broad- 


made Thursday (5) by airing the, 
ork from George Washington High 
School auditorium here. 

NBC is climbing on the Civilian 
Defense bandwagon, and serviced a 
luncheon in Hotel St. Francis by | 
piping a special transcribed talk by 
Mayor LaGuardia direct from the 
KGO-KPO control room to the meet- 
ing. 

KGO-KPO talent likewise is get- 
ting the nod for Frisco Advertising 
Club’s initial fling at a $5-plate grid- | 
iron dinner. Oddly enough, this 
worried NBC sales chief Bill Ryan 
because he is new prexy of the club, 
and the talent lineup looked too 
much like a sales job. Committee, 
however, picked what it wanted, 
signing Larry Keating as m.c., Ric- 
ardo and his orchestra, Herb Caen 
and others. Also from radio will 
come famed KFRC singles, Jack 
Kirkwood, Tommy Harris and Bob 
Bence. Patricia Lynn, former NBC 
singing accordionist, giving ether 
talent almost a clean sweep at the 
Wednesday (4) affair. 

KSFO’s ‘Farm Journal’ has landed 
another participating sponsor in the 
California Spray Chemical Corp. 
Long Advertising Service is giving 
them a test run of three-a-week over 
a five-week span. 

Same outlet is making a new drive 
on rural newspapers while doing its 
bit for the Frisco Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. A new Junior Chamber 
series based on northern California 
industries will include pickups from 
several press plants. 

Jack Campbell, new KGO-KPO 


| sales promotion manager, has cooked 
|up a new 
| slump, contending that less than five 


answer to the summer 
percent of KGO’s audience is vaca- 
tioning at any one time and that 
those who do, stay within a 200-mile 
radius. His predecessor, Bob McAn- 
drews, is using results of a Univer- 
sity of California: Explorer program 
(a KGO origination) to show that 
Coast Blue listeners have an I.Q. of 


110, 10 percent above average. Dope 
is based on more than 2,000 answers 
to 40 questions asked of listeners by 
the Explorer during one quarter- 
hour shot. 

KFRC: Euclid Candy Co.,, through 
Sidney Garfinkel, 13 Monday live 


quarters, ‘Junior G-Men’ (renewal); 
Armand Co. (Brisk shave cream), 
through Russel M. Seeds, 74 one- 
minute transcriptions; Rainier Brew- 
ing Co. (beer), through Buchanan & | 
65 100-word announcements; ' 


Kane’; Beneficial Casualty Co. (insur- 
ance), through Stodel Advertising | 


‘Capt. Quiz’; Olympia Brewing 
(beer), through Botsford, Constan- 
tine & Gardner, 30 one-minute tran- 


Segall, 260 live quarter-hours, Mon- 
day through Friday, ‘Voice of Cour- | 
age’; Yellow Cab Co., through Rufus 





j 


| Studeba 


i 


39 Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
quarter-hour participations, ‘Break. 
fast Club’ (renewal); W. P. Fuller & 
Co. (paint), through McCann-Erick. 
| son, 13 spots. 


| | Comparative Unit Count | 











% of 
May 31. May 24. Change, 
|Network ., 9,585 9,480 +11 
Local ..... 4,306 4,292 +-0.3 
| Nat’l Spot. 1,340 1,341 dP 
(Total ...,. 15,231 13113 08 





* No change. 
(Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS 
KPO, KSFO) ‘ 





Ray Dady, station mana er 
KWK, St. Louis, who am = 
news commentator, has added a third 
daily bankroller, the Lammert Fur- 
niture, to Papendick Bakery and 
ker Dealers. 
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WHEELING 


GA Fort Industry Market 


“84 Cents 
Per 


County’ 





‘At the basic quarter 
hour daytime rate of 
$42.00, you can ef- 
fectively place your 
product before the 
3,051,400 populated 
primary area of East- 
ern Ohio, Western 
Pennsylvania and 
Northern West Vir- 
ginia served by 
WWYVA at the ridicu- 
lously low figure of 
84 cents per county. 
There are fifty of 
them in the heart of 
the now thriving steel 
and coal belt of the 
nation.’ 
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wn ¥ SMALL ‘CALLING PAN-AMERICA’ ' ‘FOR HOUSEWIVE N ‘ JOHN MORE ‘LU ' : IER’ 
Ww. 2 Boy Friends, Myer Laport International 115 Mins.—Local S ONLY ne REL iain 
-heir, Dan Seymour, Phil Wall 30 Mins. | M-W-F, 9:30 A. M. 20 Mins. 15 Mins.—Regional 
Orch Sustaining | KDYL, Salt Lake City. Friday, 10:55 p.m. MILES LABORATORIES 
15 Mins. Saturday, 4 p.m Show opens with Emerson Smith BBC, London M-T-T-F, 7:15 p.m. 


SPUD CIGARET 

Monday, 10:15 p.m. - 

WOR-Mutual,, New York 
(Weiss & Geller) 


This weekly 15-minute’ musical 
stanza With Mary Small is a com- 
panion-piece to ‘Danger Is My Busi- 
ness, in the same spot Wednesday 
nights over the same 17-station Mu- 
tual hookup. Both are bankrolled by 
Axton-Fisher tobacco, produced by 
Ed Wolf Associates and directed by 
Chick Vincent. ‘Spud Imperial 
Time,’ plugging Spud cigarets, 


preemed Monday (2) night. ‘Dan- 
ger Is My _ Business,’ for Zephyr 
cigarets, debuts tonight (Wednes- 
day). 


At the outset, ‘Imperial Time’ is a 
modest-budget show, with only a 17- 
station spread and having to estab- 
lish itself over the summer months. 
It has no potent name hypo and is 
obviously notean ambitious produc- 
tion effort. Yet in Mary Small it 
has a skillful and appealing singer 
apparently able to gather and please 
a respectably-sized audience. She 
has improved considerably since her 
last regular spot on the Ben Bernie 
program and has ingratiating ease 
and warmth, nice rhythm sense and 
exceptionally clear enunciation. She 
sang three numbers on the debut 
show. Quartet and choir backstopped 
impressively and offered one num- 
ber on their own, a lively arrange- 
ment of ‘Old MacDonald Had a 
Farm.’ Phil Wall’s orchestra sup- 
plied acceptable accompaniment. 


Format of the program makes a 
gesture toward a nitery setup, with 
Miss Small opening and closing with 
a cigaret-girl spiel. Dan Seymour 
uses the dynamic stvle of blurb- 
pushing and the copy stresses the ex- 
tra length of Spud Imperial-size cig- 
arets and the claim that, although 
mentholated, they ‘really taste like a 
cigaret.’ Hobe. 





‘FUN FROLIC’ : 
With Jack Gregson, Joe Walters, 
Helen Kleeb, Dick Aurandt orch. 
Variety 
30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Tuesday, 6:15 p.m. 
KSFO, San Francisco 
Local live talent shows, save for 
single entertainers, have been rare 
on the KSFO kilocycles, but pro- 
ducer Cliff Howell is trying to rem- 
edy that with an experimental ‘Fun 
Frolic,’ and a live audience to boot. 


Time (6:15 p.m.) is bad for filling 
studio, most folks being en route 
home from work, but station has 


been getting a fair turnout. 


With Dick Aurandt’s band to hold 
it together musically, Paul West’s 
continuity introduced various com- 
edy skits, bits and characters. Most 
successful creative effort was a bur- 
lesque newscaster done by Joe Wal- 
ters. Latter took some standard 
nursery rhyme, such as ‘Hickory, 
Dickory, Dock,’ and miked them as 
hot news flashes. Was shaded, not 


for belly-laughs, but rather for a 
string of chuckles. Delivery okay 
and something might come of it. 

Attempt to materialize a new 
femme goof wasn’t so successful: 
Helen Kleeb's ‘Aunt Pester’ became 
a mild carbon-copy both in style 
and material of Vera Vague. 

Rest of the material—flip gags, 


skits (such as why people get mar- 
ried in June plus a couple’s inter- 
rupted attempt to get married)— 
was spotty. On show caught humor 
ranged from patter that was worthy 
of a web show to other stuff which 
was almost incomprehensible. 
Wern. 


WABC-CBS, New York 

It is usually considered a dubious 
gesture of friendliness to call upon 
somebody who is unprepared for a 
public appearance. On the basis of 
this 30-minute stagewait from Hav- 
ana, it appeared that in the fine name 
of international goodwill CBS had 
allowed Cuba to perpetrate a dull, 
monotonous, badly paced show on an 
American network. The comparisons 
were inevitably odious. It was not a 
program calculated to  glamorize 
Cuba. To the contrary. 

If the CBS series under the above 
title is to visit 21 countries and en- 
courage each country in turn to bore 
the Yankees, the net contribution to 
Pan-Americana difficult to see, 
save as a lamentable flopperoo. 

It was a vague conglomeration of 


1S 


vague Cuban tunes. There was no 
sock at any point. The continuity 
was blurred and the whole semi- 


intelligible offering simply could not 
hold its own with Yankee radio. 





A Caribbean clambake. Land. 
‘SERVICES VARIETY’ 
With Barry K. Barnes, Diana 


Churchill, Richard Murdoch, Elisa- 
beth Welch, Johnny Lockwood, 
Debroy Somers Orchestra, Bryan 
Michie 

30 Mins. 

Sunday, 12:30 p.m. 

BBC, London 


Laugh-session which turns. in 
about everything the listener is 
looking for as background for a 


tasty lunch hour. Aired weekly, the 
period maintains pretty consistently 
a very high rating both in produc- 
tion and talent, clocking laughs as it 
travels along with showmanly skill. | 
Someone uncredited rates a bow for 


giving it that nice shape. It airs | 
with a theatre audience, crowd | 
drawn from defense workers who | 
get the entertainment all on the) 
cuff. 
| Somers, Michie and Lockwood are 
permanent with the show. Former 


does a class job with the music, tops 
on arrangements. Michie is well at 
home on the m.c.ing end; he’s been 
out on the road with Jack Hylton 
units as well as building up a nice 
following over the air for similar 
work with BBC musicals. Comic 
Johnny Lockwood is a definite find 
for the show; fella has a sock per- 
sonality, right in the groove for this | 
type of audience and travels with a | 
well-oiled chain of gags. It’s 
smarty Cockney stuff, but he de- 
livers it with a little something ex- |} 
tra on the ball. | 

Filmites Barry Barnes and Diana | 
Churchill stepped into the guest- 
spot with a sketch that served them | 
nicely. They’re both knowledgeable | 
performers who aired here as if the | 
stunt really meant something and | 
not just one more p.a. Sketch had 
to do with a know-all lawyer who |} 
carries his cross-examining to the 
breakfast table. Tag-line to the 
piece was a good example of timing. 
Pair have benefited a deal from 
their current road tour with a play 
insofar as handling a script is con: 
cerned and milking dialog. 

Roaming in and out of the session 


on a free assignment was Richard 
Murdoch. He has a slick line of 
patter that shows all the _ better 


when out on his own, as with this 
airing; his customary spot is straight 
man for Arthur Askey, also a comic. 
Murdoch should do more of this solo 
work; patter is breezy and he’s on 
top all the time. There seems 
plenty of room for him on the air. 
Half-hour variety session has been 


going out Sunday afternoons for 
several months. As intelligent en- 


tertainment it has it all over much 


of the evening shows. 


Follow-Up Comment 





Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., spoke Saturday (31) on Columbia from Buenos 
Aires, one of his stops on the swing around South America he is under- 


taking as President Roosevelt’s goodwill ambassador. 
is considered, this Fairbanks tour is rather remarka 


Any way the matter 
ble. It is a long throw 


from the days when actors couldn’t get themselves decently married or 
buried in a respectable church to the present era of new expedients, when 
the head of the world’s greatest democracy delegates a thespian to turn on 
the personality for the edification of statesmen and citizens of distant lands 


Fairbanks was interviewed in B. 
proved 
reasonably 
actly disclosing miuch 
It did make the 
sound like he knew how to deal in 
pleasantries and parry possible deli- 
cacies. In short, that he possessed 
tact. Buenos Aires, he found, had 
the air of Paris and Rome, the men’s 
clubs of London, the vitality of New 
York. The American Express folder- 
writers couldn’t improve on that. 
Fairbanks did admit he found ‘some 
Nazi influence disturbing,’ but he 
thought democracy would come out 
top dog in the end because of in- 
herent Latin sympathy with liberty 
and against dictatorship. 


Next week: Chile. 


without 
information 


forthright 


Bismarck-spotting British airman 
was heard over the NBC trans- 
oceanic Jast Wednesday night in a 
description of his role that was time- 
ly and punchy. Under war-office 
rules, army men heard on the radio 
may not be identified by name, so 
this chap is simply Captain X. His 
workmanlike attitude and vivid, un- 


A. 
intelligent and the answers? ' 
ex-' polished word pictures made a zingy 
| radio tidbit on 
actor-ambassador | 


r 


by Herbert Clark. The questions 





this end 

Dionne footnote: ‘Oh, the French; 
they are a stubborn race’—this seems 
to be borne out by the experience 
of broadcasters who attempt to get 
those Dionne quintuplets up in On- 
tario to parlez anglais. The Ned 
Sparks program for the Ontario 
Travel Bureau flopped because al-| 
legedly the amenities of French-| 
Canadian family protocol were ne- 
glected. Last week Sunoco’s sonny- | 
boy, Lowell Thomas, was smarter. 
He ingratiated himself with mama 
and papa, but he still sweat in vain. 
The kids wouldn’t gurgle a word in 
English. He had to settle at the end 
for a few nursery rhymes—in 
French. It was a strange setting for 
the usual Thomas ticker-tape round- 
up. War and high strategy, with in- 
terruptions to try to kid five seven- 
year olds into speaking a_ foreign 
language.’ The kids instinctively 
sensed the basic foolishness of the 
situation and declined to participate 
in such nonsense. 


inviting all men listeners to scram. 
as show is ‘for housewives only.’ In 
a nice way, of course. Actually; any 
man happening on the program 
would probably dial it out quickly 
enough since it has strictly feminine 
householder appeal. 

Listeners can join the club by get- 
ting applications from their grocers 
and Emcee Emerson Smith phones 
‘the girls’ whose cards are picked at 
random from a membership file of 
over 4,000 names. They get a chance 


at a true or false question which 
correctly answered nets them a §$2 
purchase order at their grocers 


Purchase order must include a box 
of Par Soap with prize of Parma 
pottery. Questions aren’t of the type 
to jeopardize their chances for the 
purchase order, being on the order 
of ‘Does Santa Claus wear a green 
suit’ or ‘Is Josephine the name of 
the first lady of the land.’ 

Smith’s dialing and his side of the 
conversation are heard on the broad- 
cast. It’s plenty good too, his voice 
capably registering friendly interest 
in their success, with just the rieht 
amount of coyness to keep the ladies 
listening. Background of platter 
music is well chosen, if a trifle on 
the loud side, but his running com- 
ment and witticisms during intervals 
of waiting for answers is well worth 
straining to hear. 

This series was planned as a test 
by sponsor, Par Soap, who have been 
so pleased, it is said, with results 
that they now plan a similar cam- 
paign throughout the aeere sae 

une. 


In the quiet of what might be 
termed a ‘peacetime’ night. and 
thus an unusual one. local air 
served this classy vocal session to 


support even more the impression of 
an happier era. In recollecticn, it’s 
first time Morel has been carried by 
the ether, although he has a manner 
and mood at the mike which pre- 
supposes showmanship came as a 
result of considerable platform 
work. Here he was handling his 
own announcements around a recital 


of Negro spiriltuals, and investing 
what is ordinarily drab phrasing 
with a warmth and personality to 


round out his vocal attainments. 
Six spirituals were aired, cannily 
chosen in an effort to get away from 
the Robeson complex which in the 
main afflicts the baritones. But the 
Negro singer’s corner on the South- 
land chantology necessarily meant 
some duplication of numbers firm in 
their association. This was unfortu- 
nate, for it meant immediate com- 
parison which could not but reflect 
to Morel’s disadvantage. ‘Water Boy,’ 
for example revealed an absence of 
nuance and roundness of tone; ‘Deep 


River’ pointed up the lightness of 
the voice in assuming to a robust 
vocal. With ‘Steamboat Song’ and 


‘What a Tryin’ Time’ came an op- 
portunity to establish this vocalist 
possessed of a voice of inter- 
national flavor, however, and worthy 
ot wide attention in far fields. 

He has considerable range, par- 
ticularly in the upper register, and 
aired here as a master of control. 


as 


KFI, Los Angeles 
(Wage) 


Pine Ridge’s (Ark.) Jot ‘em Down 
store reopened last week after being 
huttered for a year. Reason: no 
buyers. Customer came along last 
week and put in an order that will 
keep the cracker barrel lively for at 
least 13 weeks. Proprietors Chet 


Lauck and Norris Goff have put in a 


1 - 
1Zer., 


whopping supply of Alka S« 

Not but 
that’s about how Lew Crosby’s intro 
of the bucolic characters shaped up 
on the start of a new for a 
new sponsor, After an off-year of 
making a picture and running their 
ponies around the Coast ovals, the 
boys are back in character. It’s the 
same folksy routine with the same 
personnel that built up a following 
along these shores second only to 
Amos ’n’ Andy. Sybil Chism pedals 
the organ and Crosby softly intones 
the commercials. 

Material, self-written, is down the 
R.F.D. groove and listenable. No at- 
tempt at cracks but just plain talk 
indigenous to the silo sector. Goff, 
with his trickly chuckle, kicks up 
most of the laughs, with Lauck play- 
ing more-or-less straight and cueing 
the situation. Their old trick of 
making a runhing gag of a misin- 
terpreted aphorism, i.e., ‘rob Peter to 
pay Paul,’ is stock with them, along 
with idiomatic phrasings humorously 
reminiscent of the small town. 

Helm. 


exactly in those yrds, 


series 








if 


—— 










ITHIN the short span of ten days 
Ohio State University* and the 
Women’s National Radio Committee awarded 


heard exclusively over WMCA. 


In honoring AMERICANA QUIZ as an edu- 
cational program which served the interests of 
democracy, the Women’s National Radio Com- 
mittee stated, “Your program was highly com- 
mended by our New York City listening groups.” 
The WNRC consists of 23 national organizations 
with a metropolitan membership of several hun- 


dred thousand women. 


LABOR ARBITRATION was chosen by Ohio 
State University as one of the two programs 
worthy of award in Class 1B against network and 


clear channel station competition. 


These programs are available for sponsorship by 
two clear-thinking, far-sighted advertisers. We. 
think they are two of the best good will programs 


on the air today. 


WMCA 


. $70 


ee 


honors to two programs created, produced and 


FIRST ON NEW YORK’S DIAL . . 
NEW YORK: WMCA BUILDING, 1657 BROADWAY 
Chicago: Virgil Reiter & Co., 360 North Michigan Avenue 


LABO 


Permanent chairman 


a revolving panel 








FOR AMERICA’S 
LEADING INDEPENDENT 
STATION 


ARBITRATION 


A unique 45 or 60-minute program 
that actually arbitrates labor disputes. 


veteran labor arbitrator who is assisted by 


Among its accomplishments LABOR 
ARBITRATION prevented a strike of 
employees in 100 drug stores, stopped a 
strike of 15,000 garage workers and set- 
tled a pending millinery strike which 
would have tied up the industry. 


AMERICANA 


A 30-minute quiz on American 
history by Edward Boykin, author 
of “The American History Quiz 
Book.” Usual participants are high 
school or college teams. Recom- 
mended by teachers; endorsed by 
patriotic societies. Highly praised 
by leading executives of Camp 
Fire Girls, Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts. Now in its third yéar. 




















is Samuel R. Zack, 







of guest arbitrators. 
















QUIZ 



























*Fifth American Exhibition 
of Recordings of Educational 
Redio Programs 
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Fly a Formidable Fighter 





(Continued from page 25) 
would put networks out of business 
or impossibly hamper their station 
relations. It was instead, he sa 
question of keeping the local station 
free to take service away from a 
single network when, for any rea- 
son, public interest programs are not 
available to it from its customary af- 
filiation. 


The spectre of partisan politics 
was fYraised early with questions 


about alleged inside track favoritism 
enjoyed by James M. Cox and Jesse 
Jones. Fly denied the implications 
that suspiciously easy grants went to 
administration insiders. 

Fly, the sole witness on Monday, 
said he was glad to cooperate with 
the senate committee investigation 
but criticized tactics that would 
paralyze the regulatory body and its 
decisions for an indefinite time while 
debate went on. 

Stress was placed by the chairman 
upon the fact that NBC had 24 days 
on the stand and CBS 16 and that, 
it was unfair to claim that broad- 
casters were being denied due proc- 
ess of law. He suggested that after 





—————— 


Golf as Usual | 


| 





While some of their asso- 
ciates were watching with fur- 
rowed brows the proceedings on 
the White resolution, NBCites | 
went right through with their | 
scheduled annual golf tourna- 
ment yesterday (Tuesday) at the 
Baltusrol club in Short Hills, 
N. J. 

That golf meet has become an 
NBC tradition. 








three years the facts pointed to an 
easy-going pace by the FCC rather | 
than arbitrary haste. 

In reply to Fly’s comment to' 
Senator White that the FCC has’ 
merely interpreted into rules his 
previous recommendations the Maine 
Republican broke in to say ‘It does 
not follow that every regulation you 
might make is in your authority, or 
in my view, in the public interest.’ 

Fly on Tuesday acknowledged that 
the 90-day clause is too tight, there- 
by inviting licensees to raquest post- 
ponement. He also virtually promised 
NBC it can take all the time it 
wants to peddle the blue, agreeing, 
with Senator Wallace H. White that 
the order was poorly written. 

Several senators pounced on Fly 
but in almost every instance og 
adeptly got out of any tight corners. 
At one point he was so quick in his | 
comeback that Senator White 





id, a} 


- Revise ‘Johnson’ Serial 


7 


the fight against President Roose- 
velt’s war policy, threw 
at individual stations but not at the 
chains, 

The 
under 


made by Fly 
were: the 


chief points 
rigid questioning 
nation ought to have six 
networks plus more regionals. In 
the cause of free speech radio facili- 
ties ought not to be under ‘narrow 
control.’ 

Talk of a ‘general shakeup’ by the 
commish is just ‘so much moonshine.’ 

FCC is, Fly asserted, belatedy put- 
ting into effect the provisions of the, 
communications act stipulating there | 
shall be no monopoly. On this point} 
Fly subtly rebuked his predecessors, | 
commenting that he did not want 
people to think he was implying he | 
could have done a better job but! 
there is no question that radio facili- | 
ties are not distributed as fairly and 
well (from the listener angle) as 
might have been done. 
Wheeler’s Fears 


Danger of block booking in radio 
was seen by chairman Burton K.| 
Wheeler. If webs can’t have options 


time brokers and _ advertising | 
agencies might move in and snatch | 
large chunks of time, he thought. | 
| Fly’s ' comeback was that such a | 
, technique isn’t feasible for live talent | 
| shows but might be done with waxed 
| programs. Fly, on this point, fore- 
saw much wider use of tran- 
scriptions. In slamming the ‘big New | 
York corporations’ he said he felt | 
| Columbia and National are ‘pretty 
| footy- footy.’ 





| 





Meantime Colgate Using 
Only NBC Red Loop 


‘Story of Bess Johnson,’ Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet serial now heard on 
NBC red (WEAF) at 10 a.m. (repeat 
at 1:15 p.m.) and on CBS at 4:30 p.m., 
will drop the latter network spot 
after the June 27 broadcast, there- 
after doing only the two shows on 
NBC red. At the same time, the 
program switches from Palmolive 
soap to Klek washing soap and goes 
from the Ward Wheelock agency to 
Ted Bates. 

Expected that the writer-director 





| setup will also be revised, but Bess 
' Johnson will naturally remain with 


the show. 





Longview, Texas—Bruce Dennis, 
formerly of WMCI, Columbus, Miss., 


publicly confessed he had forgotten, to engineering staff of KFRO. Re- 


the point he was trying to make. 
Frequently Fly talked down the) 
s%lons, forgetting senatorial courtesy | 
about ‘yielding’ for questions. 


was denied the privilege by a half 
dozen senators who insisted on their 
prerogative of cross-examination. But 


ble, fighting chairman. By bringing 
in the anti-trust act and protesting 
the commish was safeguarding the 
public welfare in response to indi- 
cated demands from congress Fly 
smartly turned aside many points. 
Senate committee on whole was 


not considered particularly anti- 
FCC. Senator. White was most 
critical. 


Fly | 
tried to lecture to the committee but | 


places Johnnie Dunn, who has re- 
signed to take a position with the 
Government at Socrecco, New Mex- 
ico. 








some rocks | 


national | 


The Better Show 





Talent agent who last week 
had just come through a session 
with an agency's ‘planning 
board’ on the matter of a sum- 
mer replacement program whose 
budget was limited to $800 de- 
scribed his experience as fol- 
lows: 

‘There’s one outfit that makes 
a production out of picking even 
a small-priced summer show. 
The hocus-pocus the young fel- 
lows in that agency go through 
gets more complicated and be- 
wildering each year. They put 
on a better act in going through 
the process of picking a show 
than the program ittself when it 
gets on the air.’ 





FLAWED DISC 


CAUSES SOME 
CRACKS 


Cleveland, June 3. 
Defective transcription of Con- 
gressman Martin L. Sweeney’s speech 








es 


ey 





es 


Senate Buzz Not Bronx Cheer 


After One Puzzled Moment Fly Quips ‘Guess, 


—O ORC EO ETEETErera-nrnee—n—n:m.—.—oo La 


(An American Citizen, not in the 





| broadcasting business, but a regular’ 


reader of Variety offers the follow- 
ing background 


| Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 


| mittee hearings on the White Reso-' 


| 





| engrossed 


lution which the said private citi- 
zen is attending for his own private 


| amazement.—Ed.) 


fice Building) 





Monday, 
the room 


June 2: By 10:45 a.m. 
(412 in the Senate Of- 
was s.r.o. Senator 
White, smiling and looking less reso- 
lute than resolution appeared on the 
scene quite early. Senator Tobey 
followed him, and not.unlike Tobey, 
floated in like a fugitive ‘mine’ ready 
to explode at the first impact. Sena- 
tor Wheeler, wearing his best 
‘America first’ smile walked over to 
| a nearby galleryite and said, ‘Let me 
have one of those CBS pamphlets. I 
don’t seem to be on their mailing 
list... Then he beseated himself at 
the head of the table and was soon 
in the pamphlet’s con- 
tents. 

Meanwhile the crowd thickened. 
Paley breezed in, poker faced. Niles 
Trammell entered solo and found 


| himself a seat opposite the west wall. 


on strikes in defense industries, and | 


,an ambiguous explanation made by a 


WGAR announcer when he yanked 
the badly scratched platter off a 
minute after it went on the air last 
Saturday night (31), had the station’s 
telephone switchboard clogged with 

squawkeroos who misinterpreted the 
a off. Majority thought that the 
congressman was talking from WGAR 
and was switched off because of cen- 
sor trouble because Charles Swink, 
mikeman, announced the ‘transcrip- 
tion was unfit for broadcast.’ Swink 
got some heavy ribbing, as well as a 
reprimand from the front office, for 
using an inaccurate professional 
phrase that could be easily misin- 
terpreted by listeners. 

Sweeney’s transcription, the last of 
five recorded addresses by prominent 
Ohioans on weekly ‘Views From the 
Capitol’ programs, was cut off by sta- 
tion’s control operator as soon as he 


/caught the break. Swink also cov- 


ered his bull nicely. Grabbing the 
written copy of speech forwarded by 
Sweeney for just such emergencies, 
announcer read it over the air, ex- 
plaining before and after the read- 
ing that the record could not be 
played because it was defective. 


‘Lets Drag This Into the Spotlight’ 


on the whole Fly proved a formida- | 


Russell Place at tials Federation Convention 


Says FCC Over-Steps Law 


Boston, June 3. 
| "The present regulators of radio 


‘but believes that as a protection to 
the public, Congress should make 


Senators Worth Clark of have far exceded the powers which 'sure that the regulatory body has 


Idaho, Homer Bone of Washington,' Congress vested in them,’ Russell | not overstepped its bounds before 


Henrik Shipstead of Minnesota, 


| Place, counsel for the National Asso- | 


| the American system of broadcasting 


Charles W. Tobey of New Hamp- | ciation of Broadcasters, stated at an ' collapses, and with it a free radio.’ 


shire, C. Wayland Brooks of Illinois, ; 


Burton K. Wheeler of Montana were 
in attendance. 
Wheeler and Tobey, as leaders of 


N.A.B. meeting held here in connec- | 


‘of America’s annual convention. 


|‘The broadcasters’ association is not | 


opposed to regulation,’ he continued, 








" 





By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU 


[AUGHTER [EARS « 


Presented by lvory Soap: 99” 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EDST 
WABC—5:30-5:45 EDST—CBS. 
COAST TO COAST 


MOST POPULAR 





| 
| 


MORE | 
wo 4 EART-THROBS 


° pure 





Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 


MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY . 


| radio asks, 





The Mutual coteri, including Fred 
Weber and barrister Caldwell took 
second row ringside. 


One by one the solons began 
draping themselves around the long 
table headed by Wheeler. At least 
20 of them including LaFollette and 
Cotton Ed Smith of South Carolina. 


At last came Chairman Fly toting 
a large brief case, accompanied by 
several assistants with armfuls of 
books and papers such as every good 
prosecutor uses as his arsenal. At 
the instant of his appearance every- 
thing went husho for a second, Re- 
pressed feelings have a way of regis- 
tering louder at a dignified and 
reverent senate hearing than they do 
at trade conventions, ever though no- 
body peeps. 

Wheeler forthwith opened the 
meeting by a carefully worded state- 
ment of the case of what seemed | 
Everybody vs. Everybody else. Sena- | 
tor White delivered himself of a 
brief prologue about the ‘why’ of a 
resolution by White. The rest of the} 
Senators looked askance or as if they ' 
had ween invited to a turkey din- 
ner with a choice of only ‘white’ 
meat. Leave it to Tobey to ask for 
dark meat. He did! Got it and came 
back for a second, third and fourth 
helping. 

Senators’ Crossley 


On the whole, our distinguished 
Senators performed nobly, that is, if 
| the questions are those we might ex- 
| pect from an average listener rather 
than a better-than-average legisla- 
tor. Their questions were simple, 


layman-like but nevertheless im- 
portant. ‘What about this clear 
channel business,’ asked Wheeler 


| adding that their necessity was never 
| quite clear to him. 


' practically encored the St. 


Eventually Fly got the floor, and 
Louis 
blues, punctured here and there with 
a dash of crimson. There was no 
heckling this time, but there was an 
unexpected interruption. Something | 
that sounded like a Western Union’ 
call-buzzer, the little blue box that is 


He suggested an investigation of standard equipment - 
Ernest W. McFarland of Arizona and ‘tion with the Advertising Federation the conduct of the Federal Com- quipment in every well-| 


munications Commission. 

‘For years there has been talk of 
such an_ investigation. One _ got 
started about a year ago when the 
commission rescinded its authoriza- 
tion for limited commercial opera- 
tion of television. Let us urge the 
Senate to review the communica- 
tions act, and these rules which the 
commission promulgated under it, 
and make sure that the commission 


i'majority has not read into the law 
| powers that Congress did not intend 


them to have. 


‘Let us make sure that the com- | 


,;munications act itself means some- | 
| thing more than May flowers. 


is the democratic way. That is all 
Let us drag this whole 


That | 


business right out into the spotlight | 


of open, public discussion in the 


halls of Congress. Radio seeks this | 


|investigation. The public welcomes 


it. Let’s have it.’ 

He pointed out that President 
Roosevelt now has the power under 
his ‘unlimited national emergency’ 
proclamation to take over and op- 


{erate all radio stations in the coun- 


try. As a result, a drastic change 
in methods of radio operation may 
take place, he indicated. 


regulated office, sounded off three 
| times. The sound came from an un- | 
identified corner and for a moment! 
the assemblage thought that some- | 
one came equipped with a mechani-| 
cal bronx-cheerer. It was a tense 
moment and Fly looked plainly dis- | 
turbed, the St. L. Convention still | 
fresh in his mind no doubt. Then the | 





impressions of the. 


journment as_ the 
proached the lunch hour, which was 
temporarily shelved when Wheeler 
and wooly-voiced Cotton Ed Smith 
of the Carolinas got into an amiable 
tiff about option time and its evil 
consequences on station owners. 


Te Os « 


ronto-born conductor 
tented Hour’ series up from Chicago 
to direct a 65-piece symphonic or- 
chestra in Massey Hall, 
ing Sam also on the bill. 
William (Wild Bill) Donovan was on 
Sunday, June 1. 
speaks today (3). 
gratis. 


That’s New Network Coming In’—Impressions of 
First Senate Committee Session. 


| 
: 


crowd broke out In a loud guffaw 
and Fly with a spontaneous dash of 
humor said, ‘Guess that’s a new 
network coming in.’ 


Tobey put Fly on the spot and 
blistered him with certain alleged 
FCC discriminations in favor of cer- 
tain politicians. Fly mumbled some- 





| thing about being caught off-guard. 


Words to the effect that he could 
not answer quickly ‘a shot-gun ap- 
proach’ and was uncertain whether, 
at the time, he was dealing with an 
issue, an argument or, as he put it, ‘a 
state of mind.’ 


Wheeler kept everyone calm and 
maintained an attitude of ‘let’s have 
more light and less heat’ during the 
proceedings. White periodically in- 
terrupted Fly about this and that, in 


one instance asking Fly a question 


which apparently delighted the net- 
workers. Fly replied by quoting 


from one of White’s own white-hot 
speeches, thus answering as effec- 
tively as if he had aired an old wax- 
platter of the Senator's. 


There was a suggestion of an ad- 


meeting ap- 


Cotton argued at Wheeler, ‘What's 


the difference if I run my Atlantic 
seaboard trains over the Santa Fe 
Road and use up the whole Santa Fe 
doing so?’ 
that argument, Cotton Ed persisted 
and said, 
tween a contract between stations 
and one between yourself and wife. 
If you don't get along, you can get a 
divorce and bust it up, can’t you?’ 
More banter followed between them, 
the simile becoming a little too in- 
volved since it was obviously ‘knot- 
work’ instead of 


When Wheeler dissipated 


‘What’s the difference be- 


‘network.’ 
Tuesday the meeting resumes at 
. and in a larger hall. 


—_—— 


BIG CANADA SERIES 








Churchill Leads Off—Many Names 


Set to Appear 





Toronto, June 3. 
Getting underway Sunday, June 


1, with a joint broadcast by Winston 
Churchill, of Britain, and Mackenzie 
King, of Canada, series of name pro- 
grams will be carried over the na- 
tional 
Broadcasting Corp. 
Dominion’s 
paign. 
Gracie Fields, Alec Templeton, other 
British-born personalities of the en- 
tertainment field with 
tiations are now being carried on. 


of the Canadian 
to promote the 
‘Victory Loan’ cam- 
Slated for appearances are 


network 


whom nego- 
June 6 will have Percy Faith, To- 
of the ‘Con- 
with Sing- 
Colonel 


Dorothy Thompson 
All are doing it 





Akron.—Bill Jones has resigned 


from sales staff of WAKR here. 














Denver’s 
First 
All-Night 
Station 


Represented by BLAIR 
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Civil Liberties Union Deplores 
Lack of Public Discussion On 
FCC Changes But Favors Them Fy 


| ... We welcome the regulations of 
Says the report on these the Commission which are aimed 
| specifically against these abuses be-| 
cause in our opinion their elimina-| 
tion will tend to encourage greater | 


VARIETY 


changeable and often a local sta- 
tion does not know in which net- 
work it is included. Thus, not only 
does each network determine to a 
great extent what programs shall 
be carried by its own affiliates, but 
the same persons tend to dominate 
both networks. 

(8) Under the typical network 
contracts, the network retains a 
large measure of control over net- 


Favorable Reaction at AFRA 
To CBS Artists Dept. Sale; 
Hope NBC Transfer Follows 


American Federation of Radio 
Artists will probably make no ef- 
fort to hold up the sale of Columbia 
Artists Bureau to Music Corp. of 
America, but will likely require that 
all artists involved be satisfied as to 
personal contracts. As an_ initial 
step in that direction, the union has 
notified all its members concerned 
in the deal to communicate by June 
12 with AFRA regarding their at- 
titude toward the proposed transac- 
tion. 

Feeling of the union’s leaders is 
that it might be difficult to stall the 
deal—and certainly unwise to do so, 





Ss 














The American Civil Liberties ,dorsement. 
Union has filed with the senate in- | matters: 
terstate commerce committee a brief! (1) Networks require their affili- 
embodying ‘tentative impressions of! aies to contract not to carry the 
the Federal A pach rage aged programs of any other network. | competition in the spread of ideas 
mission's _anti-monopoly orcers Of) This means, for example, that if over the air.’ | 
May 2. The Union neithes fully en-| there were a locality with only | | 
dorses nor condemns the orders, but! two radio stations, one of which | 


does come out for additional ‘di- | was affiliated with NBC and the ? 
versity of ownership and manage-' other with CBS, it would be im- | 


Premieres 





June 6 


‘Claudia,’ radio version of 
Rose Franken’s stories and stage 
play, starts as 15-minute dra- 
matic spot on the Kate Smith 
Hour for General Foods, 8-8:55 
p.m. Fridays on CBS. After four 
weeks, it will go on as a 30-min- 
ute series at 8 o'clock the same 
night on the same network, for 
the same sponsor. Young & 
Rubicam is the agency. Patricia 





ment’ of American radio. | possible under the usual contract 
Most of all the Civil Liberties; for the listeners in that area to 

group deplores the fact that the; hear Raymond Gram Swing who is 

FCC orders with their implications; carried by the Mutual network. 


of a drastic revolution in a vital! (2) Conversel ; 
, - ? y, networks specify 
phase of American life have been 80 | in their contracts with their affili- 


: i i Ryan will play the title part. 

gay Mgrs — in = alr or| ates that no programs of the net- eller Party,’ ph tel Idea is that AFRA has never ap- 
pl a pr a Tohn Seasons! work will be given to any other by R. J. Reynolds tobacco |proved of the existing setup of the 
Scdieoon dae? te Sees” Willers ot | radio station in the area of the (Camel cigarets), moves to |nétworks being in the dual capacities 


affiliate even if the affiliate does 
not choose to carry the network 
broadcasts itself. Thus, if the local 
CBS affiliate in an area did not 
choose to carry a Philharmonic 
broadcast, the network would not 
be free to supply the broadcast to 
another station in that area and in 
that way the local listeners would 
be automatically barred from hear- 


of employer and agent. It’s figured 
that with MCA taking over the lat- 
ter function, AFRA will be better 
'able to deal with both the networks 
'and the agents. For that reason, the 
| union’s execs would also like to see 
| the possible deal for William Morris 
| to purchase NBC artists bureau go 
| through, although that is merely a 
possibility at the moment. 








10:30-11 p.m. Fridays on CBS, a 
change of time, and from its 
former title of ‘Luncheon at the 
Waldorf.’ Esty is the agency, 
and the cast includes Ilka Chase, 
Yvette and Paul Baron’s orches- 
tra. 


radio and press to promote adequate | 
public discussion’ is condemned. 
Says the Civil Liberties Union: 


‘Unbiased newspaper accounts of 
the Report have been almost as 
scarce as free radio discussion of 
it. We have made no complete 
check of the press comment but of 
what we have seen, the greater 


Philadelphia, June 3. 

Independent Radio Network Affili- 
ates last week took its first poll 
‘among its membership to determine | 
organization policy. In this instance | 
it was in the form of a questionnaire | 
from Samuel Rosenbaum, IRNA | 
chairman, asking the affiliates to| 








June 8 
‘Reg’lar Fellers,’ sponsored by 


part is frankly hostile without even 
a pretense at objectivity. In fact, 
some newspapers, be it said to their 
great discredit, have bitterly at- 
tacked the Report without disclos- 
ing the fact that they have a finan- 
cial stake in the maintenance of 
the status quo by reason of their 
ownership of or interest in radio 
stations or networks, 


‘In view of this blackout of un- 
biased discussion of the Report, 
the Report itself takes on added 
significance. The Senate Commit- 
tee, while it should not become a 
board of review of the proposed 
Regulations, can be of inestimable 
value in affording a forum for the 
discussion of issues which all sides 
agree are of great importance to 
the millions of Americans 
constitute the listening audience 
and who are after all the ultimate 
‘bosses’ of the Commission, 
stations and the networks alike.’ 


‘Various Devices’ 

Declaring ‘we would oppose Gov- 
ernment domination of broadcasting 
at least as strongly as any other 
concentration of control over the 
airwaves’ the Union goes on to say 
‘In our opinion the Report is the 
first heartening sign that the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
has at least become aware of the 
various devices which have been 
used by broadcasting licensees to 
concentrate the control of what goes 
over the air in few minds This 
throttling of diversity has been ac- 
complished primarily by contractural 
arrangements between networks and 
individual radio stations.’ 

The Union’s point-by-point com- 
ment on the FCC orders amounts, in 





who | 


the | 


| 


ing a program which many of them 
might select. 


(3) Under the typical network 
contract, the network is bound to 
its affiliates for only one year. The 
affiliates, on the other hand, are at 
the option of the network bound 
for five years. This would appear 
particularly anomalous in view of 
the fact that the station licenses 
themselves are only granted for a 
maximum of one year. 

(4) Under the typical network 
contract the network has an option 
to utilize the most important hours 
of its affiliates merely by giving its 
affiliates a certain number of days’ 
notice. This means that local sta- 
tions cannot make local program 
commitments for more than the 
specified number of days without 
making the local program con- 
tingent on the network not taking 
over the time. 

(5) Under the typical network 
contract, the right of local stations 
to reject commercial programs 
which they are requested by the 


network to carry is rigidly re- 
stricted. By entering into such 
commitments the local’ stations 


have, as to large chunks of their 
time, virtually relinquished control 
over their own programs and dele- 
gated it to the networks. 

(6) In some localities one net- 
work may control two of the best 
stations while other networks or 
local interests find that no outlets 
are available to them. 

(7) One company, namely the 
National Broadcasting Company, 
has two national networks out of 
the four which exist today. Need- 
less to say, there is, realistically 
speaking, little competition be- 


state their opinions on the various | 


‘questions associated with the FCC’s | 


move to regulate network broad- | 
casting. Rosenbaum’s circular ex- | 


' plained that the tabulation would be 


used to guide IRNA officials in their | 


| testimony on the White resolution | 


before the Senate Interstate Com- 
merce Committee. 
Affiliates were asked to answer 
‘Yes’ or ‘No’ to the following queries: 
1. Do you approve or disapprove 


the resolution passed at St. Louis 
convention condemning the FCC 
regulations on network broadcast- 
ing? 


2. Do you approve or disapprove 
the resolution passed in St. Louis 
ordering IRNA officers to support 
the White Senate bill? 

3. Do you believe it is in the best 
interests of the radio industry and 
the, public for questions arising be- 
tween affiliates and networks to be 
settled by negotiations between 
themselves or by Government reg- 
ulation? 

4. Do you approve with stand 
taken by a number of affiliates that, 
although they do not agree with 
Government regulation in its pres- 
ent form, yet they are willing to ac- 
cept it to accomplish needed changes 
by Government regulation? 

5. We are informed there are 
some affiliates who believe the 
changes they want can only be ac- 
complished by Government regula- 


tion but they think the new net- 
work regulations go entirely too far 
and believe some middle ground 


should be found by negotiation. Do 
you ‘approve or disapprove this 
view? 


General Foods (Jello), replacing | 


Jack Benny for the summer, 
takes over the 7-7:30 p.m. spot 
Sundays on NBC red (WEAF). 
Young & Rubicam is the agency. 
Comedydrama is adapted from 
the comic-strip of the same 
name. Cast includes Dickie 
Van Pappin, Dickie Monohan, O. 





Phillips and Ray Ives, Jr. 


PHILADELPHIA FORUM 
GIVES RADIO A NOD 


Philadelphia, June 3. 

For the first time in its long and 
august history the staid Philadel- 
phia Forum will recognize radio as 
an ‘educational medium.’ The ‘Ald- 
rich Family’ program will hold its 
only out-of-the-studio broadcast be- 
fore the forum at the Academy of 
Music next season. Clifford Gold- 
smith, scripter of the program, and 
Ezra Stone are skedded to talk. 

Also appearing here for the first 
time will be Elsa Maxwell, who will 
lecture on ‘Where’s Your Sense of 
Humor?’ illustrating her spiel with a 
film. Another newcomer to. the 
Forum series is Arthur Train, author 
of the famous Mr. Tutt stories. 











Charlotteville, Va.—Willene Hud- 
dleston, formerly with WHUB, 
Cookeville, Tenn., has joined the 
staff of WCHV, Charlottesville, as 
head of the copy writing department. 
She is also a pianist and organist. 

George Boone has joined the an- 
nouncing staff of WCHV, bringing 
the number of announcers to five. 





‘Lone Journey’ in Chicago; 
Gruenberg Staying East, 
Soubier West With Show 


‘Lone Journey,’ Procter & Game 
ble serial now originating in New 
York, moves to Chicago after the 
June 14 program. It will no longer 
be heard in the east. 


Show currently plugs Duz, for the 





Compton agency in the east, and 
Dreft, for Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert, in the midwest and _ west. 


Henceforth it will push only Dreft 
and be handled exclusively by 
B-S-H in Chicago. Sandra Michael 
will continue as author and John 
Gibbs will still produce. Axel 
Gruenberg, now directing it and the 
other Sandra Michael-P. & G..serial, 


‘Against the Storm,’ will drop 
‘Journey’ to remain in New York 
with ‘Storm.’ Of the -cast leads, 


Cliff Soubier will move to Chicago 
with the show, but Lester Damon 
and Claudia Morgan will stay in 
New York. 

While ‘Journey’ stays on NBC red, 
it will be heard at 10:30 a.m. in Chi- 
cago, but the same spot in New York 
will be occupied beginning June 16 
by a repeat broadcast of ‘The Gold- 


bergs’ for Duz and Compton. Re®u- 
lar ‘Goldberg’ broadcast is at 5:15 
p.m. on CBS. New setup for Duz 


will be only temporary, however, as 
P. & G. is already looking for an- 
other show which will also plug the 
product on a national coverage. 
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tween these two networks. In fact, 
in many respects they are inter- 


Substance, to a sympathetic position 
despite the disclaimers of full en- 
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H. R. Safford Group Files with FCC | 
for 1230 K.C., 














Austin, June 3. 
A charter has been ‘granted here 
to the Greater Houston Broadcasting 
Co., by the Secretary of State, to 
construct and operate a new broad- 
cast station at Houston. Incorpora- 
tors are H. R. Safford, Jr., W. H. 
| Atcheson and Thomas D. Anderson 
| with a capitol stock of $30,000. 
| An application has been filed with 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission for a construction and op- 
eration permit. Group is asking for 
1230 kilocycles with operation whol- 
ly on a local service basis to the City 


U.S. Spends 








on three new 
dams alone (Watts Bar, 
Cherokee and Fort Loudoun dams), 
increasing buying power tremendously in 





NOW WITH 


‘LUCKY STRIKE 
HIT PARADE’ 


SATURDAYS — 9 to 9:45 P.M., E.D:S.T. 
| Ashar, stockholders. 


| Minneapolis — KsTP is adding || CQLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
COAST TO COAST 


department with Val Bjornson re- 
sta 


signing his position as St. Paul 
Exclusive Management:—COLUMBIA ARTISTS, INC. 


Pioneer Press editorial writer in or- 
SS a 


of Houston and its trade area. It 
the area served by Tennessee’s oldest | will be non-network. 
Active management of the new 


station will be in charge of H. R. 
Safford, Jr., of the advertising firm 
|of Ritchie-Safford of Houston. Offi- 
| cers of the new corporation include 
| W. H. Atcheson, first vice-president; 
| J. H. Chew, second vice-president; 
| Thomas D. Anderson, treasurer; For- 
|rest Lee Andrews, secretary, and 


radio station... 


CY INI@ RX 


SCRIPPS-HOWARD RADIO, INC. 
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 


CBS - 990 Kc. 


5,000 Watts Day 
500 Watts Night 
The Branham Co. 












der to devote full time to this and 
other KSTP duties. 

One of Bjornson’s duties will be 
| to handle ‘The Farm Forum,’ at 6 
a.m., daily, Mondays through Satur- 
| daga. 
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VARIETY 





Femmes Go for Monroe, $50,000 


In 2d N.Y. WK: 


Ted Lewis, 106, 


K.C. Biggie, Arnheim, N.Y. OK 206 








(Estimates for This Week) 


Gus Arnheim, New York—(State; 
8,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10). 
‘That Hamilton Woman’ (UA) fairly 
well milked through long engage- 
ment at Music Hall. Band’s draw 
given plenty of credit for $20,000, 
best biz here in several weeks. 

Eddy Duchin, Cleveland—(Palace; 
8,700; 30-35-42-55-66). With ‘Flame 
of New Orleans’ (U) on screen. 
Bang-up $18,500 in sight, all due to 
Duchin. House is so pleased that | 
it will conduct further experiments 
with name bands this month. ' 


Horace Heidt, Indianapolis — 
(Lyric; 1,900; 30-40-50). With | 
‘Strange Alibi’ (WB) on screen. Set- | 
ting a new house record with $19,- 
000. Film is so-so item. Heidt also 
held the previous record at this spot, 
but was able to crack it this time 
with the current 50c top, as against 
the 40c ceiling before. 

Wayne King, New York—'Strand; 
2,767; 35-55-75-85-99). Held for sec- 
ond week, with ‘Shining Victory’ 
(WB), new picture, supplanting ‘Af- 
fectionately Yours’ (WB), which 
went only one week. Only so-so 
$26,500 in prospect, but band and 





+ 


bands for 


Met, Providence, Lays Off 


wit, But Resumes in Autumn 


Metropolitan theatre, Providence, 
which closed for the summer Sun- 
day night (i), is already lining up 
the fall. Theatre op- 
erates Fri.-Sat.-Sun. of each week 
with films and bands. Rest of the 
week it plays straight pictures. | 


So far house has lined up Glenn 
Miller for indefinite date in Sept., | 
and Tommy Dorsey and Jimmy Dor- 
sey for dates in Oct. and Nov., re- 
spectively. 





Over-Border Spot Resumes 
Night Life as Mexican 
Tooters Get 20c Boost 


Mexico City, June 3. 
After a musicians’ union strike that 
tied up virtually all entertainment at 














Hotel B 

In the Wax Works ¢ Bands at N.Y. Hotel B.O. 
FOooooe 
Sammy Kaye (Victor) ‘Sand in My : 

Shoes,’ ‘Don’t Cry Cherie,’ ‘Reluctant (Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 





Dragon,’ ‘Sleepy Serenade.’ | charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Vaughn Monroe (Bluebird) ‘Cherry | Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 


Blossoms on Capitol Hill,’ ‘Daddy,’ /room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
‘Love Me As I An,’ ‘Tattle Tale, holiday price.) 
‘Don’t Be Blue Little Pal, Don’t Be 





‘Don't Be Blue Li wroons FCS tet 
ue,’ ‘Lazy Acres. Rand Hotel as vers 
Count Basie (Okeh) ‘Tune Town | ciyde Lucas...... Biltmore (300; nT Ee tan 500 hase 
Shuffle,’ “Tired of Waiting For You,’ | xavier Cugat..... Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50)......se0000.7 2175 13.050 
‘You Betcha My Life,’ ‘Down, Down, | Ray Kinney*...... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 7 1,025 9,500 
Down. : Gene Krupa...... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)...... 6 600 5,750 
Les Brown (Okeh) ‘Lament to} Tommy Dorsey....Astor (1,000; 75c-$1)...cccceccceecee 2 4,025 8,900 
Love,’ ‘Finiculi Finicula,’ ‘Do You) parry James...... Lincoln (250; 75c-$1)........sseeeeee B 325 2950 
Care?’, ‘What Do You Hear From Hal Saunders ....St. Regis (400; $1-$1.50)..........00. 350 1,125 








Your Heart,’ ‘I'll Sing for You.’ 
*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


DUCHIN’S HEAVY DISK | major draw, a 
SKED BEFORE SAILING 


vaiy pushin war sone on iter: Miller Nets $8,363 on 3 Calif. 1-Niters, 


sive June 16 recording for gmat 

bia, in New York, his lone inter- . 

val in between clippering to "> 7e | 

sig ouvenne"ae com Busse, Herman Also Weekend Clicks 

cabana Casino there on Ju ails 

Band flies from Miami to Brazil, an 

will probably take in some addi- 

tional Buenos Aires bookings while (Estimates) 

they’re in the Latin belt. They're | Count Basie (Bedford Grove, Manchester, N. H., May 29). Band played 

set for eight weeks in Rio. to 1,350 at 85c for fine gross of $1,147. Friday (30) at Egleston Square Gar- 
Sonny Werblin, MCA v.p., who dens, Roxbury, Mass., 1,650 paid $1 a head for solid b.o. Saturday (31) 

planned accompanying the Duchin Basie drew 950 at 65c into Roseland-State B., Boston, considered good 

orchestra to South America, as did the spot. At Roton Point Park, Conn., Sunday (1). Basie was hit by 


his wife, the former Leah Ray, Tommy Dorsey, 15 miles away at Pleasure Beach, and got only 590 at 65c; 
singer, now can’t make it, due to the less than $400. 




















the spot, night life is again in full organization’s acquisition last week | 


Dennis Morgan, film player, making ‘}),<¢ at Ciudad Juarez, American of CBS Artists Bureau and its at- | 


Henry Busse (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., May 29-31). On repeat 


p.a., are chiefly responsible for what 
coin there is. 


tourist mecca just over the border tendant details. 





Ted Lewis, Kansas City—(Tower; | from El Paso. | 


2,110; 10-30-40-50). With ‘Rookies on 
Parade’ (Rep) on screen. Prices 
tilted from the usual 10c and 30c 
tariff. Current bill is earning $10,- 
000, very big here. 

Vaughn Monroe, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664, 35-55-85-99). With 
‘Wings’ (Par) on screen. Zoomed to 
$50,000 in second week, which tops 
opening week’s figure of $46,000. 
Band credited with being a big help. 
Femmes taking to Monroe. 

Ciro Rimac, Philadelphia—(Earle; 
2,350; 35-46-57-68-75). With ‘Singa- | 
pore Woman’ (WB) on screen and | 
Romo Vincent on stage. Will be 
lucky to hit $18,500, fair. 


SOUTH SHORE CLUB 
OPENS WITH MUNRO 


Chicago, June 3. 
South Shore Country Club be-|} 
comes a regular spot for show biz | 
on June 28 when it inaugurates a) 
band and show policy for its main | 
dining room. 
Initial attraction set is that of Hal | 
Munso orchestra, with vocalist Sha- 
ron Desmond. 

















Lyman One-Nightering 
West to Palladium, L.A. 


Pittsburgh, June 3. | 

Abe Lyman wound up five-week 
vaude tour at Stanley here last 
Thursday (29) and following day in 
Erie, Pa., began one-night tour which 
will carry him across continent and | 
land outfit in Hollywood June 14.) 
Orchestra will lay off there for sev-| 
eral days, except for a recording 
session, and open month’s engage- 
ment at Palladium in Los Angeles 
on June 20, 

Larry Stewart, former vocalist 
with Ray Noble, arrived here dur- 
ing middle of week to join Lyman 
but didn’t actually go with band 
until the Erie date. 








AUTOGRAPHS RECORDS 


Dick Jurgen’s Gimbel Store-WTMJ 
Publicity Tie-Up 











Milwaukee, June 3. 

A three-way tieup between Dick | 
Jurgens and the Riverside theatre, 
WTMJ and Gimbel Bros. brought the 
bandsman and the radio station nice 
publicity last week in the depart- 
ment store’s liberal newspaper space. 
Between shows, Jurgens and his 
singer, Harry Cool, crossed the street 
to Gimbels where they were inter- | 
viewed on a variety of subjects by 
Don Stanley, of the WTMJ announc- 
ing staff, who acted as master of 
ceremonies. | 


| Weeks ago. 


Tooters were demanding pay boosts | Marie Winters, formerly vocalist 


of from $2.30 to $2.80 (U.S. money), with Benny Carter, is trying out with | 
but finally settled for $2.50. 


Count Basie’s crew. 


| 





Coin-Catching Record Possibilities 


Eddy Duchin ‘Daughter of Jeanie’—Nice Dreamin’ Baby’ (Col. 36150) 

Duchin had a good idea on the first, which springs from the overplayed 
‘Jeanie, Light Brown Hair,’ but he muffed it. Even as a novelty the side 
strains tolerance instrumentally and as vocalled by Lew Sherwood. Re- 
verse is also light. 











Joe Reichman ‘Hut-Sut Song’—‘You’ll Never Know’ (Victor 27420) 
Reichman’s cutting of the novelty has been touted widely as the top 
version. It’s not. Both Horace Heidt’s and King Sisters’ sides pack more 
punch. Reichman’s arrangement is dull, and it’s played much too fast. 
Janette’s vocal is vari-tempoed. Coupling is good tune, vocalled by same 
singer. . 





Benny Goodman ‘Million Dollar Baby’—Good Evenin’ (Col. 36136) 


Helen Forrest’s vocal and Goodman’s arrangement of the revived tune 
sends it over solidly. It’s slow-tempoed and tasty all through. However, 
Miss Forrest takes liberties in phrasing which may not sit well with those 
who prefer standards delivered straight. Reverse takes outfit into solid 
jump, the type of hot stuff it once used exclusively. It’s modern in ar- 
rangement, though. Miss Forrest again is strong on the lyric. Jack Leon- 
ard does ‘Million Dollar Baby’ as a straight vocal (okeh 6200) and does 
it well. It’s bit weak in intro, but all in all is very playable. Reverse 
is okay cutting of ‘When Your Lover Has Gone.’ 





Sammy Kaye ‘I Understand’—‘For Want of a Star’ (Victor 27422) 
There are many records of the first already released, but tune hasn’t 
gotten started yet. Kaye’s record should fit easily into its sales. Almost 
all vocal by Tommy Ryan, the side earns good reaction. Coupling is well 
played, but after repeat spins of several different versions the tune still 
doesn’t stick. 





Frankie Masters ‘Aurora’—Until Tomorrow’ (Okeh 6201) 

Though it’s a bit fast, Masters’ arrangement of playing of ‘Aurora,’ a 
click tune, draws a nod. Masters and Swingmasters combine on vocal 
neatly. Reverse is equally good try at Sammy Kaye’s ballad, done at 
upped tempo. It’s sung by Lew Hirst. Masters’ ‘Aurora’ has the edge on 
Vaughn Monroe’s cutting (Bluebird 11160). Monroe’s vocal, backed by 
the Bostonians, is listless and lacks punch and the instrumental is over- 
arranged. It’s coupled to ‘Monkey on a String,’ an inconsequential item 
vocalled by Marilyn Duke. 





Tommy Dorsey ‘Yes, Indeed’—Will You Still Be Mine’ (Victor 27424) 

Sy Oliver, arranger-writer of ‘Indeed,’ and Jo Stafford, from the Pied 
Pipers, combine in nice work on the spiritual vocal, backed by palm- 
beating chorus. It’s good, though the portions of the instrumental work 
are too brassy. Bing Crosby and Connie Boswell together cut same tune 
Reverse, sung by Connie Haines, stands out instrumentally 
and in tempo. Tune is okay. 





Will Bradley ‘Swingin’ Down Lane’—‘Flamingo’ (Columbia 36147) 

An instrumental all through, at slow tempo, first side is better cutting 
than Bradley has made in weeks. It shows band in strong role, with 
leader’s trombone taking breaks, on a neat tune. Reverse is average, due 
to the tune, a so-so melody vocalled by Terry Allen. 





Tommy Tucker ‘Dog House Polka’—‘Ain’t No Use to Worry’ (Okeh 6203) 

First is an acceptable air and Tucker and crew handle it nicely. It’s a 
lilting piece that can fit easily into machines that go for such stuff. Voices 
Three vocal. Backing brings up Amy Arnell on an able novelty, played 
at good tempo with occasional band chorus accompaniment. 





Johnny Long ‘Home In Indiana’—That’s What I Like’ (Decca 3786) 

Nice tempoes help both sides. First is a smart arrangement of 4 stand- 
ard, done in moderate qump style. Bob Houston's vocal is reminiscent of 
Vaughn Monroe. Reverse, bit faster, is okay instrumentally and as vo- 
called by Paul Harmon. 





Horace Heidt ‘Goodbye Dear’—‘Walkin’ Round in Circles’ (Col. 36148) 
‘Heidt and Tommy Tucker do all right with saleable novelties. First 


shot, Busse came up with big weekend; 2,200 Thursday, 3,200 Friday and 
3,100 Saturday at $1.35 couple for top gross of $5,737. 


Bob Crosby (Hershey Park, Hershey, Pa., May 30). 
admissions at $1, 77c and 55c. 


Jimmy Dorsey (Town Halil, Philadelphia, May 28). 
2,750 at $1.14 for husky. gross, $3,135. 


Tommy Dorsey (Pleasure Beach, Bridgeport, Conn., June 1). Day off 
from Astor hotel, N. Y. Dorsey copped $2,250 from that many ticket- 
holders at $1. z 


Mal Hallet (Carsonia Park, Reading, Pa. May 31). Ringling circus 
proved tough competition for Hallet; fair 450 at 85c for about $402. 


Erskine Hawkins (Memorial Aud., Buffalo, June 1). Just fair biz with 
shade over 1,500 people at 85c for $1,300. 

Woody Herman (Lakewood Park, Mahanoy City, Pa., May 30). Herman 
hit high spots with 3,100 at 75c; jumping to Hunt’s Pier, Wildwood, N. J., 
Saturday (31) band drew season’s top crowd of 3,500 at 55c to 75c. At 
Lake Compounce, Bristol, Conn., Sunday (1) rain hurt date, but band got 
fair 1,600 at 85c. At Town Hall, Phila., on May 29, Herman did well, with 
1,200 dancers at $1.14 for $1,300 total. 

Inkspots (Armory, Charlotte, N. C., May 27). Spots’ take here wasn’t 
so good, only 733 paying $424 at 85c dancers, 50c and 60c spectators. 

Johnny Long (Old Orchard Beach Pier, Old Orchard, Me., May 31). 
Playing repeat date Long crew got record crowd of 2,200 at 65c for about 
$1,430. 

Vincent Lopez (Paramount theatre, Anderson, Ind., May 29). Sub-par 
holiday lure of $1,250 with 2,900 at 40c. Average is $1,500 in 1,700-seater. 

Glenn Miller (Sweet’s B., Oakland, Calif., May 25). Miller turned in 
sock $3,000 gross from 3,200 at average slightly less than $1. Next day 
(26) band took $2,600 from San Jose fans luring that many at $1. Shifting 
to Armory at Santa Barbara (30) band pulled 2,563 buyers at $1. 

Newt Perry (Old Orchard Pier, Old Orchard Beach, Me., May 29-30). 
In two days Perry drew 1,400 and 1,500 at 75c for gross of $2,175. 

Teddy Powell (Raymor B., Boston, May 29). Playing return shot Powell 
culled 1,200 at 65c-55c for $720. Coupled to Johnny Long at Playmor B,., 
Friday (30) pair pulled 1,900 at same tariff for good $1,140. Saturday (31) 
Powell hooked up with Newt Perry and got 1,600 for $960. 

Claude Thornhill (Straight B., South Lynnfield, Mass., May 31). Play- 
ing first date here Thornhill pulled 1,950 customers at 75c-65c to gross 
big $1,365. 

Tommy Tucker (Municipal Aud., Springfield, Mass., May 29). 
pointing 800 draw at $1.10. 


Crosby pulled 1,715 


Drew near capacity 


Disap- 








| 

‘Jackson, bass from Jan Sayitt, for 
Joe Kaufman; Larry  Sockwell, 
drummer from Anson Weeks, for 
Eddie Johnson, who returned to do 
radio work in his home town of 
Bellaire, Ohio. 


On the Upbeat 


Don Ray’s band set for summer 
run in grillroom of Buckwood Inn, | 














Shawnee-on-Delaware, Pa. Combo Nelson Maples out of Pittsburgh 
includes Louis Ruggerio, former into the Half Moon Club, Steuben- 
trumpeter with Fred Waring’s Penn- ville, O., for run. 

sylvanians. 





Bernie Whitman’s orch. with Peggy 
Cannon resumes old stand at Johnny 
DeSanto’s Pocono Summit Inn, Po- 
cono Sumniuit, Pa. 





Hal Wasson orchestra will play 
Rochdale Inn, Montague, Mich., 
starting June 20 until Labor Day. 
Band finishes 16 months engagement 
at the Plantation, Grand Rapids, and 
contracted to reopen Sept. 2. 








Jimmy Joy opened 10-day en- ieee 
gagement at Kennywood Park, Pitts- t : Daaihee 
burgh, Saturday (31), replacing Ps hg e+ gag ov nd on 
Johnny Messner outfit. . “ aiconades, fPittsburgn, 0 
we aie Monday (2), Latter was there for 
Howard Becker back at Pines, S!X Weeks and goes on one-night 
Pittsburgh, for indefinite stay, ‘Ur. 





Becker went into spot last June for 
two weeks and remained entire Paul Decker set for indefinite run 
summer. in Ionian Room, Deshler Wal- 
lick hotel, Columbus, opening June 
9, replacing Eddy Rogers. 





Bob Crosby booked at Stanley 
theatre, Pittsburgh, for week begin- 
ning Friday (6). 





Bobby Day orch into Crystal 
Danceteria, Buckeye Lake, O., Sat- 
Frank Andrini 4, which has been urday (7) for two weeks. Follows 
at Hotel William Penn’s Continental | Jimmie Richards. 
Bar all season, will add Jimmy Bor- 
elli, piano; and Phil Fabrezzi, drums, 








Frank Schenck orch set as house 


|for engagement at El Chico, Pitt.,, band at gigantic open air pavilion, 


Starting Saturday (7). | Sandy Beach, Indian Lake, O. 








Henry Busse has made three wat Joe Baldi, strolling accordionist 


Music was by Jurgens’ discs, which tune, one of many -hung on the draft, is a good piece of material full placements in his band: Don Tiff, ' and former bandrnaster, is organiz- 


he autographed for all buyers. 


Photograph of the band leader also _ Stick, Ronnie Kemper and. Donna Wood vocal. Backing is a run-of-mill | Theatre pit band, for Bob Brown, 
was given each purchaser, \ 


titled ‘Goodbye Dear, I'll Be Back in a Year.’ It’s melodic enough to 


tune vocalled by Donna and Don Juans. 


'who has gone to the Coast; Chubby 


pianist from Kansas City Tower ing a new outfit to reopen Hotel 


Allerton’s roof garden, Cleveland, 
June 12. 
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Proser’s N.Y. Dance Carnival Tees 
Off Clicko, Grossing $23200 On 
31,593 Admissions in 3 Days 





By ABEL GREEN 


Monte Proser’s Dance Carnival at 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y., looks | 
like it has a good chance to click. 
If it does, it will upset the Broad- 


way dope sharply. Few can figure’! 


how Proser and his associates, 
Daniel Arnstein (Yellow Taxicab), 
Emil Friedlander (Dazian’s), et al., 
can get it back in 100 days, which | 
is the limit of their summer apse 
at the Garden. 

Jitterbugging to eh aeatidl 
dance bands in a lavish, tropical at- 
mosphere is the come-on. It seem- 
ingly is paying off at 44c, 66c, 88c | 
straight admissions, with $1.10 and 
$1.40 reserved-seat loge locations, 
starting off strongly opening (Me- 
morial) day, with Saturday night’s 
take even bigger. 

Over the first three-day weekend, 
the Dance Carnival grossed $23,200 
on 31,553 paid admissions, a stag- 
gering total for a ballroom despite 
a sharp drop-off at the Saturday 
matinee and Sunday night. 
night (Friday), spot attracted 12,872 | 
payees; 13,651 paid Saturday night, | 
although only 950 were. tabulated 
Saturday matinee. Sunday night 
there were 4,080 paid admissions. 

Friday and Saturday night were 
so big, they made the Sunday night 
biz .all the more disappointing. 


Proser and his general manager, Milt | 


Pickman, think they can correct that 
by starting the Sunday sessions at 
5 p. m. until 1 a. m., instead of 7 
p. m. until 3 a. m. The reason for 
that is obvious, the proletarian pub- 


lic having Monday morning’s travail | 


to worry about. 

Monday night (2), 
pected, was off, only 1,500 admis- 
sions, but that is deemed satisfactory, 
in view of the clocking at the com- 
petitive Roseland and Arcadia ball- | 
rooms on Broadway; also the Hotel 
Astor Roof (Tommy Dorsey). 

3 Name Bands 

Benny Goodman, Larry Clinton 
and Charles Barnet, the debut band 
names, in an alternating marathon 
of dansapation, are enough lure for 
anybody’s hoof-music, especially the 
ballroom type of patronage. Com- 
mensurate name-band strength will 
be maintained alternately, bands 
changing fortnightly or so, depend- 
ing on availability. 

The Garden has a $1,000-per-day 
maintenance overhead. In addition 
to that $7,000 weekly straight nut, 
the bands, etc., add on another $10,- 
000. The break is around $17,000- 
$18,000; later it may be brought 
down to 15G. 

Arnstein, through John Hertz 
(Lehman Bros.) of the Paramount 
Pictures board, is supposedly front- 
ing for his former partner in Yel- 
low cabs, and also as his own in- 
vestment. Arnstein gave Proser 
$100,000 as a floating balance to get 
the Garden into shape for the Dance 
Carnival. Proser, with Friedlander 
(of Dazian’s, theatrical outfitters), 
and Clarke Robinson, scenic design- 
er, has done a bangup job. 

Tropical Decor 

The mammoth Garden is now very 
tropical in decor. Giant palmettos, 
Some 70-foot high, flank the in- 
terior. An effective waterfall is be- 
hind the bandstand, towards Ninth 
avenue side, for suitable atmosphere. 
The dance-floor is easily the largest 
in the world with capacity for 5,000 
hoofers, 

The negative factors are being 


Opening | 


as to be ex-| 








: | Mattialane Bands to N.J. 


When Dario and Jim Vernon open 
their La Martinique-in-Jersey, on 
the site of the former Vivian John- 
;Son’s roadhouse June 20, the same 
'two bands from the midtown Marti- 
| nique open there, Herbert Curbelo 

and Eddy Oliver. 
Weekend names will be played. 


SEATTLE LATCH 
OUT FOR AFM. 


By DON REED 


Seattle, June 2. 
Plans are complete for the enter- 
tainment of delegates to the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians conven- 














tion, beginning June 9. Registration | 


| begins at the headquarters hotel, the 
Olympic, on Sunday (8) and Monday 
|morning. There will be an hour 
‘concert by the Seattle Symphony 
preceding the official opening of the 
|convention at 2 o’clock Monday. 
Monday evening there will be danc- 
ing and refreshments in the Olympic 
Bowl and the Marine Room. 

| Tuesday morning’s business session 
| will adjourn at noon with the after- 
neon given over to a cruise along 
the Seattle waterfront, through the 
locks into Lake Union and Lake 
Washington, around the floating 
{pontoon bridge and back. A ban- 
quet on Tuesday evening will wind 
|up the convention’s social affairs 
with business sessions scheduled for 
‘the rest of the week. 

| Delegates and their ‘wives and 
|families will be admitted to all 
downtown Seattle theatres free un- 


til five o’clock each day Curing the | 


convention. 
President 
companied 


A. Petrillo, ac- 
president 


James 
by honorary 


Joe N. Weber, will arrive in Seattle | 


on June 4. 





Officials of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians pulled out of New 
York over the past weekend for 
Seattle where the union opens its 
annual convention Monday (9). In- 
dications have been given. that 
among the leading problems that 
will come up before the conference 
will be the probable effect of Amer- 
ica’s defense efforts on musician em- 
ployment, policies or regulations to 
be adopted toward recorded music, 
the question of dance band financing 
and the perennial campaign to in- 


crease musician employment in 
theatres. 
In his annual report President 


James C. Petrillo tells of the stand 
taken by the union during the past 
year on the purchase of network 
wires by bands or their booking 
agents, the activities of the Amer- 
ican Guild of Musical Artists in the 
instrumental field and toward broad- 
casters who had fallen out with local 
AFM branches over continuance of 
employment agreements. 


COLD WEATHER NAMES 
PEND FOR ASTOR, N. Y. 





corrected. One is the raising of the | 


bandstand. As is, there is 
rather, was) no podium and the kids 
crowded around and into the musi- 
cians. For another, traffic regula- 
tion between steppers and custom- 
ers must be regulated via tapes or 
other avenues. 

Billy Rose, to whom anything of 
Size appeals, has been unofficially 
helping Proser quite a bit with prac- 
tical showmanship suggestions. Rose 
has no interest other than a purely 
personal relationship. Rose is one 
of the few showmen who thinks the 
Garden’s hoof policy has a chance. 

WOR has been doing a great 

(Continued on page 36) 





(Or, | 


Astor hotel, New York, which uses 
name bands in its roof garden 
through the summer months only, 
expects to retain that policy through 
the winter season. Plans are now 
being made for structural changes 
in the roof setup, the one thing that 
may stymie the year-round idea for 
the coming season. Defense orders 
have tied up steel and other build- 
ing materials. 

Astor currently has Tommy Dor- 
sey’s band until mid-July, then 
brings in Will Bradley’s crew until 
about Labor Day when normally it 

| closes. 


UP WITH GALES 


RCA Mfg.’s Defense Orders 
Partial Explanation — But 
Biz So Good All Com- 
panies Can’t Meet Orders 
on Time 





ALBUMS UP TOO 








Record sales of the past six months 
| Or so have become so heavy that the 
|plants of major manufacturers have 
|been hard-put to keep up with the 
demand. In numerous instances the 
|factories have been far behind in 
turning out pressings, even on fast 
selling sides which normally would 
have stacked reserves awaiting order. 
‘A recent outstanding case of a hit 
| Platter which couldn’t be bought | 
‘after the initial batch of pressings | 
was marketed is Sammy Kaye's | 
‘Daddy.’ Distributors were left with- 
jout waxings by RCA Victor’s in- 
| ability to supply them. } 
In Victor’s case the bottleneck is | 
supposed to be partly due to defense 
| work the RCA mfg. factories have 
been assigned. Columbia’s efforts to 
‘keep things running smoothly was 
considerably stymied by the strike of 
employees at its California plant. 
Pressings turned out at its Bridge- 
port, Conn., base had to be partly 
diverted to the west coast to fill the 
void left by that plant’s idleness, 
which, of course, made the situation 
tougher in the east. 
| Beside the heavy increase in 
single record sales, the interest in 
albums has jumped. Victor last week 
instituted a weekly series of pop 
album releases, following Columbia 
and Decca moves in that direction by 
about a year. Victor’s first eight- 
sided book to hit the market was a 
group of piano pieces by Joe Reich- 
man, tagged ‘Piano Reveries.’ Its 
second, out this week, is a round of 
college tunes by Ozzie Nelson titled 
‘Prom Date.’ 


Booked Well Ahead 


| Booking of name _ bands _ into 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
has been settled so far as the early 
months of 1942, although two of the | 
bands set are still tentative. Fol- 
lowing the current Bobby Byrne 
outfit comes Vaughn Monroe for 
three weeks; Sonny Dunham for 10 
stanzas, through the summer; Benny 
Goodman for six, opening in Sep- 
tember, followed by Tommy Dorsey 
for four and Jimmy Dorsey for six 
weeks. 

Sammy Kaye’s band, which set a 
four-week record at the spot re- 
cently, is to follow Jimmy Dorsey 
around Xmas. 











MFRS. IN T KEFP Local 77 Again Loses in Court 


On Issue of Reinstatement Of 


Members Booted From Union 





 - 





Tommy G 
To Visit South America 


Worcester, June 3. 
Tommy Grant, local orchestra 


leader, expects to take his band on 


a South American cruise for five 


‘weeks next fall as an Al Donahue 


unit. Band is set unless war in- 
terferes. 

Grant will open his fifth season at 
Peninsula House in Sea Bright, N. J., 
June 28. 


COURT VACATES 
UNION OUSTER 


Julius Cohen, member of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
won an important victory over 
Joseph Rosenberg, president of New 
York Local 802, when the appellate 
division of the N. Y. supreme court 
Thursday (29) set aside his expul-, 
sion from the union and a $1,000 fine, 


and ordered a new trial. The - 
ruled that Cohen had been expelled 
by officers who had been charged | 
with wrong-doing by Cohen; and | 
who therefore had had no right to | 
sit in on the case, 

Under the constitution of the local, 
members present changes in the by-| 
laws by sending in written amend-| 
ments which are published prior to 
the annual meetings. Cohen sent in 
an amendment in 1938 which pro- 
posed the voiding of the December, 
1936, election of officers, and sought 
to hold a new election under the 
supervision of the Honest Ballot 
Assn., on the grounds that the 1936 
election was held in a ‘fraudulent, 
dishonest and _ crooked fashion.’ 
Cohen was then charged with unfair 
dealing with the union and seeking 
to undermine confidence in its of- 
ficers. He was subsequently sus- 
pended and fined $1,000. 


The unanimous finding of the ap- 
pellate division was that since the 
charges of Cohen were directed 
against the officers on the grounds 
of fraudulent elections, these of- 
ficers had no right to hold a hearing 
on charges against Cohen, and they 
were disqualified from so doing. 
Since Cohen’s trial by the union was 
an unfair one, the court ruled, and 
he had exhausted all remedies in the 
union itself, the court has the right 
to set aside the expulsion and order 
a new hearing in which the involved 
officers would not sit. 











Hotel New Yorker Wants to Resume 
Name Bands Pronto; Shortage Now 





New Yorker hotel, New York, is 
hoping to resume use of name bands 
in its Terrace Room by the end of 
this week. Spot has been closed to 
major orchestras since April 11, 
when a ‘dinner only’ policy, shut- 
tering at 10 p.m. replaced the 
scheduled opening of the Bobby 
Byrne outfit. 

Dropping of its ice shows and 
name bands had been forced on the 
hotel when it refused to replace its 
Hotel Trades Council spotlight op- 
erators with members of the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees. ° Latter asked for and 
got the cooperation of Local 802 of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians, which forbid Byrne to go in. 

Expected reopening of the room is 
not due to any settlement of the im- 
passe. Hotel heads still bar use of 
IATSE men, but figure that so long 


as they’re now operating with a 
small 802 combo for dinner music, 
and don’t require a spotlight, the 
music might just as well be of the 
topflight variety. Accordingly, audi- 
tions are scheduled to be held to 
select a band to open this weekend 
or next. 

In addition to the band, a singer 
and possibly a dance team may be 
used, neither of which would re- 
quire a moving spotlight to present. 

Getting a band for the spot figures 
to be a problem, with virtually all 
the better ones already booked in 
summer jobs. Byrne, who had been 
set, goes: into the Pennsylvania hotel, 
opposition to the New Yorker, Mon- 
day (9). Les Brown is understood 
to have been offered the job, but 
turned it down in favor of a 12-week 
stand at the Log Cabin, Armonk, N 
Y., opening June 20. 





| Sept. 


Philadelphia, June 8. 
The State Supreme Court on 


, Thursday (29) turned thumbs down 


on an appeal by Local 77, American 
Federation of Musicians, against a 
decision of the State Superior Court 
ordering the union to reinstate three 


|ousted members with reimbursement 


for time lost from employment due 
|to the ouster for alleged ‘scale- 
| chiseling.’ 

The case grew out of the expulsion 


‘for disciplinary reasons of three 


former tooters in the Carmen theatre 
pit band, George W. Tipton, Alvin 
Schatz and Leon Gordon. The trio 
appealed first to the Common Pleas 
Court. Judge Thomas D. Finletter of 
that court, in a precedent-making 
ruling, ordered their reinstatement as 
union members and payment for 


'salaries lost while they were not on 


the union roster. Each man claimed 
he lost approximately $600. 

The union appealed to the Superior 
Court, but lost. They then appealed 
to the State Supreme Court. In its 
petition to the highest Court in the 
State, the union argued: 

‘So long as this opinion stands, 

a tribunal of any trade associa- 
tion which seeks to adjust cone 
troversies .among members, or 
between members and employes, 
or to enforce the by-laws of the 
association, and dares to inter- 
pret its own laws, assumes the 
risk of damages if a court dis- 
agrees with its interpretation of 
the policies of the association.’ 

The Supreme Court refused to hear 
the appeal turning it down without 
comment. 

The three men were accused by the 
union of playing under scale. They 
were found not guilty by the local’s 
trial board. The local’s executive 
appealed to the international ex- 
ecutive board which reversed the 
trial board and fined the defendants 
$100 each. They were expelled in 
default of payment of the fine. 


The Common Pleas Court Judge 
based his decision on the fact that 
the local had filed its appeal to the 


international board 51 days after the 
trial Board’s decision, whereas the 
union’s constitution allows but 30 


days. 





Turntable Program Men 
Lather at Kennv’s Rap 
About Live Musicians 


Record program conductors on 
various New York radio stations are 
talking that in the future none of 
Nick ve y’s tunes will get # play 
on thei hows, when they show up 
on re ord Kenny, radio column- 
i on the N. Y. Daily Mirror, re- 
cently took all of the record jock- 
eys to task in his column, for filling 
with records sponsored time wh ch 
should be filled by live musicians. 

Turntablers be phoning one 
another to get reactions to Kenny’s 
piece. They worked themselves into 
such an indignant state that the 
agreement to ignore Kenny’s tunes 


was the result. 


John Kirby to Victor 


Victor Records has taken on the 
John Kirby band for a series of 18 
sides on Bluebird. Kirby was with 
Columbia Records until recently, 
working on Okeh releases, but his 
contract was cancelled after Colum- 
bia discovered the outfit had record- 
ed behind Una Mae Carlisle for 
Bluebird. ’ 








Combo goes into the new Monte © 


Carlo Beach Club, New York, June 
25. It was replaced at the Cafe 
Society Uptown, N. Y., June 1 by 
Teddy Wilson, but returns there 
14. 


won eA armen og) 
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Inside Stuff-Orchestras 


Freddy Nagel and his orchestra are counting on the CBS buildup from 
the Hotel Utah's Starlight Roof, Salt Lake City, where they are set for 
the summer as the first real airing of their style. Band has been quietly 
developing itself for almost a year on the Coast, where they were at the 
Del Mar club, Santa Monica, for seven months (Joseph Sudy succeeds 
there), but has had no wire, with the lone exceptions of four weeks from 
the Wilshire Bowl, Los Angeles, last September, and a Fitch bandwagon 
shot. Mary Lane, who has done bit picture work for Metro, is the new 
ginger with Nagel’s 10-men setup, which he states is ‘quite definitely 
along the Sammy Kaye-Kay Kyser idea.’ 

It’s sort of a family affair but ‘Feed the Kitty’ and ‘What Has Happened,’ 
written by Johnny Torrence, are prominent in the repertoire of the tunes 
being played at Eastwood Park, Detroit, by Bob Chester’s band. What Has 
Happened is that Chester is the husband of Edna Torrence, who prior to 
their marriage, formed a dance team with her brother, Johnny. Now that 
the dance team is no more, Torrence has turned to tune-writing, getting a 
lot of help from his brother-in-law’s band. He also has formed his own 
band which assures his tunes of double plugging. 








Jack Egan, former p.a. for Tommy Dorsey and now manager of the 
Alvino Rey band, pops up in all sorts of capacities. He’s working in the 
floor show at the Rustic Cabin, Englewood Cliffs, N. J., doing a takeoff 
on Deems Taylor during a bit in which the Rey band burlesques an opera 
piece. Says it gives him something to do beside worry about the next 
night’s business. 

Rey outfit stays at the Rustic until the end of June, when it hits the road. 





When Hal Grayson opens for four weeks at Catalina Island, July 13- 
Aug. 9 he will have six coast-to-coast pickups over CBS every week. 
Grayson has a new style ‘Musical Magic’ in his 14-men setup, which in- 
@ludes four vocalists, Wray Sherrill, Ted Tubb, Bob Lee and Alan Brooks. 


Bis team comprises four saxes, four brass and five rhythm including 
olovox, 











| sorts of gaffs and gimmicks, further 
| helped part the customers from some 
| folding money. A hard liquor bar, 
| also, did quite well. 
Money-making Sidelights 
trailerizing job, picking up the three | Sidelights on the Garden, for 
bands over the Mutual network for | money-making potentials, are many. 
an hour and a half of consecutive |The 15c checking privilege is one 
music the first two nights; thence | thing. The sandwiches, beer and 
at intervals. wines are another. No hard liquors 
Charity Preview are being sold as yet, though Proser 
A charity fete for Greek and com- has a license to do so. Figures the 
bined allied war auspices, chair- | fire-water may result in disturb- 
maned by Mrs. Howard Dietz, gave | ances. A 25c champagne (cocktail) 
the Garden a horsey sendoff at a/and 10c caviar (canape) bar is an- 
pecial preview premiere, ahead of ; other fancy touch. 
the Friday (30) debut. Captioned On the subject of coatroom check- 
the Bandwagon Ball, at $1 to $5,|ing, the Saturday night influx ex- 
with boxes at $100, it’s estimated | hausted the available space at 10 
that some $10,000 was realized. Only |p. m. and emergency quarters had 
Clinton of the regular bands offi- \to bé set up. They were still coming 
giated then; Ina Ray Hutton and Leo | at midnight, with a triple-line around 
eisman were the voluntary guest | 50th street reminding of the Wednes- 
batoners. A midway aspect; with all | day morning jitterbug crowds at the 
— 


Proser’s Carnival 


Continued from page 35= 














Broadway Paramount. 
also plenty of spending at the seven | 
food, drink, ete., stands, total take 
averaging $2,200 nightly. 

Colored patronage proved no 
problem. It was expected that the 
Garden, always drawing sporting 
crowds from Harlem, would ditto 
with lowdown bands like Goodman 
and Barnet. Incidentally, there were 
also quite a few ofay visitors from 
below the Mason-Dixon line among 
the customers. The jitterbug habit 
of having two boys dance together 
and showoff their legmania is a big- 
ger headache, and must be period- 
ically curbed. Two gals dancing to- 
gether is OK. 

The sedate $1.10 and $1.40 custo- 
mers in the loges seemed to enjoy it 
all as a good floor show, especially 
when the kids were cutting up. 

Bernie Vice Goodman 

Ben Bernie follows Goodman after | 


| two weeks, but stays only a week, | 


when Vaughn Monroe is set for 28 | 
days. Clinton and Barnet will re- 
main for the first four weeks. 

With 5,000 hoofing on the floor and | 


There was | 















BAND ROUTES | 


(WEEK OF JUNE 2) 








Present whereabouts, or fixed addresses, of dance orchestras are 
given below, alphabetically arranged. Every effort will be made to 
keep the list as complete and correct as possible. Band leaders and 
their managers are invited to cooperate by notifying Vaxriery of 
changes and corrections. There is no charge for listing. 
Abbreviations used are as follows: B—ballroom; C—cafe; CC— 
country club; H—hotel; NC—night club; R—restaurant; T—theatre. 
Booking office abbreviations are: MCA, Music Corp. of America; 
GAC, General Amusement Corp.; CRA, Consolidated Radio Artists; 
F. B., Frederick Bros.; Wm. M., Wm. Morris. 





A Courtney, Del, Stevens H., Chi. 


Craig, Francis, Hermitage, Nashville. 
Crosby, Bob, Stanley T., Pitts. 

Allen, Red, Cafe Society, NYC. Cugat, Xavier, Waldorw H., NYC. 
neat. taskbn, Club i8, NYC. Cummings, Bernie, Meadowbrook C.C., 
Armstrong, Louis, Joe Glaser, NYC, St. Louis. > 

Arnheim, Gus, State T., NYC. Curbello, Fausto, MCA, NYC. 

Ash, Paul, Roxy T., NYC. Curbella, Herbert, 57 W. 57th 8t., NYO, 
Ayres, Mitchell, Lakeside Park, Denver, | Cutler, Ber, Wm. M., NYC, 


Abbs, Vic, Book-Cadillac H., Detroit, 
Alexander, Van, CRA, NYC. 


another 5,000 in the stands, that’s coo, D 


quite a crowd, even for the Garden 
which, incidentally, has cut its nor- | 
mal 18,000 capacity down by lower. | 
ing a false ceiling, thus blocking off | 
the entire top gallery. 

A Minsky stripper behind the 


giant waterfall is a little extra touch *} 


for the customers, that being the | 
only thing approximating a _ show, | 
besides the bands. The customers | 
are their own best floor show. 
Other Proser wrinkles: free danc- | 
ing lessons by Arthur Murray in- |! 
structors every night between 17-8 
p.m. Two-for-one admissions for 
men in U.S. service uniforms; i.e., | 
bring your gal for one admish. 


Duke Daly’s Corporation 


Albany, N. Y., June 3. 
Duke Daly Orchestra, Inc., has 
been chartered to conduct a business 
in operating orchestra, etc., with 
principal office in Manhattan. Capi- 
tal stock is 100 shares, no par value, 
Directors are: Duke Daly, attor- 
ney John S. Leonard, Alys Shafer, 
all New York City. 








| 
| 





Tris Hauer, trumpet, replaces Phil 
Rommell with Charlie Spivak. Rom- | 
mell remains, however, as arranger. | 


| ton, Ky, 


Daly, Duke, Playland Casino, Rye, NYC, 
4 i $AC, NYC. Davis, Eddie, La Rue’s, NYC. 
Bardo, Bill, GAC ” Day, Bobby, Arcadia B., NYC. 
Barlow, Ralph, Peony Park, Omaha, Neb. Denny, Jack, Roosevelt H., Jacksonville, 
Barnet, Charlie, Madison Square Garden, Fla. 
NC. 
Baron, Paul, Wm. M., NYC. 
Barrie, Dick, Joyland Park, Lexington, 





(Continued on page 54) 





Barron, Blue, Edison Hotel, NYC. e ye .° ° 
Bartha, Alex, Steel Pier, Atlantic City, ju d tl p t 
Basie, Count, Wm. M., NYC, | ris Ic ona IS u € 
Baum, Charles, CRA, NYC. 








° 
Bec Howard, The Pines, Perrysville, Of P t Ilo AGMA 
Phe ker, oward, t ys e rl vs. 
Berigan, Bunny, MCA, NYC, ° 
Bernie, Ben, MCA, NYC. i] Aiba Th d 
Bestor, Don, Bill Green's, Pittsburgh. p In ny urs ay 
Black, Teddy, Venetian Gardens, Al- 
toona, Pa. ay 
Borr, Mischa, Waldorf H., NYC. : P P 
Bradley, Will! Wm. M., NYC. Hearing of the American Guild 
Bradshaw, Tiny, Mt. Vernon C€.C., Co- of Musical Artists suit against the 
lumbus, | ‘ ; ie; 
Brandywynne, Nat, Copacabana, NYC. / American Federation of Musicians 
Breese, Lou, Roosevelt H., New Orleans. | and its president, James C. Petrillo, 
Brigode, Ace, Avalon B., Niles, Mich. is now scheduled for tomorrow 
Britton, Milt, 20th Century T., Buffalo. | (Thursday) in the Court of Appeals 
Brown, Les, Strand T., N.Y.C. : ’ 
Bundy, Rudy, Springhurst C., Lexing-| Albany. Briefs were submitted sev- 
| o 7 
Busse, Henry, Wm. M., NYC. eral weeks ago and the case was to 


Meadowbrook, Cedar | have been argued by counsel last 
|Thursday (29), but was postponed. 


Byrne, Bobby, 
Grove, N. J 


. ; “AB Ah | Case involves AGMA’s plea for an 
Calloway, CAB. Sherman H., Chicago | injunction to restrain Petrillo from 
Carroll, Irving, Dempsey’s Rest., N¥C. |carrying out his threat of bar- 
et ny cee ae Sees 'ring from radio, recordings, films, 

asino, el., “ Olle te . » = ® 

Cavallaro, Carmen, Riviera, Fort Lee, | etc., any instrumentalists who refuse 
N. J. , to join the AFM and resign from 
Chester, Bob, Eastwood Park, Detroit. at ce t ate 
Chavez Orch., Beachcomber, NYC. | AGMA. Preliminary stay was 
Childe, Regie, MCA, NYC. since “auedl | granted by the New York Supreme 
Clarke, Buddy, Park Centra otel, NYC. Lert of 
Clinton, Larry, Madison Sq. Garden, NYC, Court, but the _Appellate Division 
Coe, Jay, Wm. M., NYC. | denied the application for an in- 
Cooper, Al, Savoy B., NYC. junction and dismissed the com- 
Coleman, Emil, MCA, NYC, : 

Conniff, Ray, Hickory Hose, NYC. plaint. 











EE 














A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM ROY GILL T0:- 


ABE LYMAN, TOMMY DORSEY, GUY LOMBARDO, OZZIE NELSON, GEORGE OLSON, GLEN GRAY, 
spots WHEN ARE YOU COMING BACK ? 


AL DONAHUE and every other band that has played this 


TOTEM POLE BALLROOM . 


DOWN BOSTON 


P:S.: YOU KNOW WE ARE NOW ON THE MUTUAL NETWORK 








WAY 
AUBURNDALE, MASS. 
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To Avert Chaos Florida Anti-ASCAP 


Law Is Slated to Be Amended Soon 





ASCAP officials believe that the 
action taken by Florida state au- 
thorities over the past week will 
tend to stem any epidemic of simi- 
lar anti-ASCAP legislation, Even 
though the U. S. Supreme Court} 


upheld Florida’s right to restrain | 
ASCAP from doing business in that | 
state, state officials have prevailed | 
upon ASCAP to go on operating as | 
at present until the law could be} 
so amended as to allow Florida, 
music users to make blanket con-| 
tracts with ASCAP, if they so de- 
sire. 

Florida’s attorney-general invited 
ASCAP to send down some repre- 
sentatives for a discussion just as_ 
the Society was preparing to notify | 
its Florida licensees that all con- | 
tracts were herewith cancelled and 
that these licensees would have to 
do business direct with the copy-| 
right owners represented in the: 
ASCAP repertoire. With the con- 
stitutionality of law banning per- 
forming rights licensing by agents 
confirmed by the highest court, a 
percentage of the Florida music | 
users suddenly came to the con- 
clusion thet the withdrawal of 
ASCAP’s service would create a 
state of chaos for them. They would 
have to seek out the owners of 
thousands of copyright and failing 
this expose themselves to a deluge 
of infringement suits. Film exhib- 
itors were reported as those most 
worried by the practical effect of 
the law’s enforcement, since the 
music comes to them already in- 
scribed on sound tracks. 


It was reported that Broadcast 
Music, Inc., had also been a party 
to the protest to the Florida author- 
ities, but Sidney M. Kaye, BMI v.p., 
denied this Monday (2). Kaye stated 
that he did not think that the Flor- 
ida law was applicable to BMI, but 
that if it developed otherwise BMI 
would azree to give its allied pub- 
lishers, such as E. B. Marks, the 
right to license Florida users direct. 
The Florida law bars any one not 
owning the copyright to deal with 
a local user. 


The trip to Florida in ASCAP’s 
behalf was made by John G. Paine, 
general manager, and Herman Fin- 
klestein, of general counsel. It is 
understood that Florida’s attorney- 
general will render an opinion with- 
in the next week to the state legis- 
lators showing how the present law 
can be so amended as to make it 
possible for ASCAP to continue to 
operate in the state. 


BMI ‘Not Affected’ 


Broadcast Music, Inc., issued a 
statement Monday (2) that the de- 
cisions of the U. S. supreme court 
against ASCAP in the Nebraska and 
Florida cases will in ‘no substantial 
way affect either the structure or 
the activities of BMI.’ This organi- 
zation, said the statement, has ‘al- 
ready taken steps to comply with all 
state statutes applicable to it.’ 

Also that the ‘very premise upon 
which BMI was founded was that 
there should be an avoidance of all 
of the monopolistic features of 
ASCAP,” which, says the statement, 
‘have now been held to be illegal.’ 
To this the statement adds the as- 
surance that BMI ‘will continue to 
be able to make all of the music | 
licensed by it available to all music 
users in all of the states in the 
United States.’ 


} 


|Two Spot Club, Jacksonville; 





vv 


Court-Shy ASCAP 


ASCAP may not go through 
with the appeal that it had pro- 
posed to take from the decision 
it got some time ago from a 
special federal] statutory court | 
which refused to declare the 
Washington State anti-ASCAP 
law as unconstitutional on the | 
ground that ASCAP had not | 
come into court with clean | 
hands. ASCAP figures that in 
light of the unfavorable ruling it 
obtained from the U. S. supreme 
court on the Florida and Ne- 
braska cases another appeal in 
connection with similar legisla- 
tion might prove equally futile. 

In the Washington state case 
the statutory court held ‘that 
ASCAP was a monopoly and as 
such it had no sound standing in 
a court of equity. 


Band Bookings 


Van Alexander, June 13, week, 
Starlight Park, New York City. 


Ralph Barlow, June 21, two weeks, 
Excelsior Park, Minneapolis. 


Oscar DeLarosa, June 18, Rhumba 
Casino, West End, N. J. 


Jimmy Dorsey, June 9, U. of Vir- 
ginia, Charlottesville, Va.; 10, U. of 
Richmond, Richmond, Va.; 11, Far- 
mer’s Warehouse, Petersburg, Va.; 
12, week, Capitol theatre, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 


Ella Fitzgerald, June 9, Skating 
Rink, Jackson, Miss.; 10, Aud., Hat- 
tiesburg, Miss.; 11, New Parish 
Training School, New Iberia, La.; 12, 
Rhythm Club, Baton Rouge; 14, Palm 
Isle, Longview, Tex. 

Erskine Hawkins, June 13, Com- 
munity Center, Petersberg, Va.; 14, 
Potomac River Boat Line, Washing- 
ton, D. C.; 15, Armory, Danville, 
Va.; 16, June-German Dance, Rocky 
Mount, N. C.; 17, Ocean Beach, Nor- 
folk, Va.; 18, Seaside Park, Norfolk, 
Va.; 19, Rosedale Beach, Millsboro, 
Del. 


Woody Herman, June 8, Turner's 
Hall, Washington, D. C.; 9, U. of 
Richmond, Richmond, Va.; 11-17, 
Surf Beach Club, Virginia Beach, 
Va. 

Milt Herth, June 14, indef., Syra- 
cuse hotel, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Inkspots, June 8, Jacksonville 
Beach Pier, Jacksonville, Fla.; 9, 
10, 
Sunshine Club, Orlando, Fla.; 11, 
Sunset Terrace, W. Palm Beach; 12, 
Harlem Square Club, Miami; 13, 
Aud., Tampa; 14, City Coliseum, Or- 
lando. 

Isham Jones, Aug. 8, week, Coney 
Island, Cincinnati; Aug. 20-30, Pali- 
sades Park, Fort Lee, N. J. 

Johnny Long, June 7-8, Million 
Dollar Pier, Atlantic City, N. J.; 
9, Basle theatre, Washington, Pa.; 11, 
Perry Motor Co., Elizabeth City, 
N. C.; 13, Armory, Newport News, 
Va.; 14-20, Cavalier Beach Club, Vir- 
ginia Beach, Va. 

Jimmie Lunceford, June 21, Muni- 
cipal Aud., San Bernadino, Cal.; 22, 
Shrine Aud., Los Angeles; 24-30, 
Casa Manana, Culver City, Cal. 

Little Jack Little, June 13, River- 














side B., Oshkosh, Wis.; 14, City 
Park, Green Bay, Wis. 

Abe Lyman, June 7, Meadow 
|Acres, Topeka, Kan.; 10, Cotton 


BMI Gets Parity With ASCAP 

Milwaukee, June 3. 
Technical differences in the con- 
sent decree signed by the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers with the government and 
the one signed by Broadcast Music, | 
Inc., and the two radio chains NBC 
and CBS have been ironed out in an 
order signed by Judge F. Ryan 
Duffy in federal court. The chief 
difference was in the contractual re- 
lations which ASCAP could negoti- 
ate under its decree. 


Godfrey Goldmark, 





counsel for 
BMI, told the court the difference 
gave ASCAP a competitive ad- 
vantage which the government did | 
not contemplate in obtaining the 
agreements from the parties in-| 
volved to cease alleged antitrust 
practices in the field of copyright 
music. 


The modifications, which now put 
ASCAP and BMI on a parity, had 
the approval of Thurman Arnold, 
chief of the antitrust division of the 
Department of Justice, and Victor 


30. 
| Olympic, back to Sun Valley. 





Waters, special government coun- 
sel. 


Club, Lubbock, Tex.; 20, four weeks, 
Paladium, Hollywood, Cal. 

Lani McIntyre, Jure 16, two weeks, 
Lantz’s Merry-Go-Round, Dayton, O. 

Johnny Messner, June 14, week, 
Coney Island Park, Cincinnati; June 
28, week, Manhattan Beach, N. . &. 
July 20, week, Totem Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass.; Aug. 1, four weeks, 
Jacksonville Hotel, Jacksonville, 
Fla.; Sept. 8, indef., McAlpin hotel, 
a # 

Tony Pastor, June 9, Carolina the- 
atre, Greensboro, S. C.; 10, Miller 
theatre, Augusta, Ga.; 12, Twin City 
Club, Winston-Salem, N. C.; 138, Co- 
tillion Dance, Rocky Mount, N. C.; 
14, Tybee Beach, Savannah, Ga. 

Alvino Rey, July 4, Lakeside Park 
Mahanoy City, Pa.; July 25, week, 
Eastwood Gardens, Detroit. 





RAN WILDE IN SEATTLE | 
Seattle, June 3. 

Ran Wilde and his orchestra. 

opened at he Olympic Hotel on May | 

Harl Smith and band, out of 


Wilde ig in for three weeks, to be 


followed by Bill Roberts. 


$5,000 SONG SUIT 


Russe Tunesmith’s ‘Grief’ Claim On 
UA Over Melody 





Serge Adelheim will be examined 
| beforg trial June 10 in N. Y. federal 
court in connection with a $5,000 
suit he is bringing against United 
Artists Corp. Adelheim is the as- 
signee of one Beresovsky, a Russian 
composer, 





Counsel Advises Against Pubs Making 


Improvised Plug Deals With NBC, CBS 





As the consent decree which 
ASCAP obtained from the govern- 
ment became operative yesterday 
| (Tuesday) there arose among pub- 
| lisher and writer members the ques- 





eral counsel such procedure was 
barred by the terms of the consent 
decree and that any direct licensing 
between ASCAP member and user 
must be confined to hotels, cafes, 


| Beresovsky wrote a song entitled | tion of whether they were free to 


'theatres, dancehalls and taverns. 


‘Be Still, My Grief, Be Still’ in 1930 | license their works direct to. NBC For the past several weeks there 


_and subsequently assigned it to | and Columbia pending the signatur- | has been much talk among some 
| Adelheim. It is claimed the song | ing of a contract between the two| publishers and writers affiliated 
networks and the society. Accord- | with ASCAP of not wai ~ * for the 





was used without permission in UA’s 
“We Live Again.’ | 


Ramee ne 


ing to the opinion of ASCAP gen- 


+ a 


(Continued on page 38) 
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BROKE ALL EXISTING RECORDS 


IN 4 WEEKS JUST COMPLETED 
AT FRANK DAILEY’S MEADOWBROOK 











Swing and Sway with 


SAMMY KAYE 


And His ORCHESTRA 








Currently 


ESSEX HOUSE 


NEW YORK 
NBC RED NETWORK 


. 


PERSONAL MANAGEMENT: 


JAMES V. PEPPE 


DIRECTION: 
MUSIC. CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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Mutual Network Plugs 


The following tabulation of network popular music performances is con- 
fined to WOR, New York release for Mutual Broadcasting System. 
The compilation her wih covers the week beginning May 26 (Monday) 
and ending June 1 (Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 2 a.m., and is based on daily 
recapitulations furnished by Accurate Reporting Service, which maintains 


its own listening posts, 

TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
INE cig oor Se eo pias wy Phe er. a eee 
ee RRL. i ee eee pt oR a ees a oe ae ere 9 
I Found a Million Dollar Baby.......... vere PROTON acts ssa0% 9 
Intermezzo ee a ees. |: a 
Dolores—*Las Vegas Nights ...... as cundcevvmiessse PREMIIOUNE vsoacn” 3 
Re Whe & LAE ELD oc ocacs vic nscdatscsecerses see RRUen sees eess 7 
Amapola an a heer Saad weshca alts etme 4 pn A uisanscave 
Pet SA 2, WE Ca ki gatavascckeahaedn oes cca WE Ssasccuae @ 
You Stepred Out of a Dream—*Ziegfeld Girl.......Feist ...........- 6 
i CE See ee, ge spies viet 18% eee ee Lhe 6 ER eK Sa reer 5 
i, i Me. i ia he Ph oe aee bed Che eae ae 4 
I ae hes h Ek Vek Da OREEP RAED HE 4 
ET Oe Ee OE POPE TCT ST CT TET .Melody Lane .... 4 
I NN eres Bs oe weg kg Mw eee Sa eee Southern 3. .°...+ 4 
SOON gins be 36 poo os bak 40 ke SERRE ORI RS Ey eee 4 
I ne id Sad kde a Oe eens Deke Led eeee Paramount ...... 4| 
ee et, a veld 9 0'} 0591S bk we bere eka eas are OT rrr 4) 
ee Se ey PD ENE bs bb cdeerdaveoebenceceues rks? obeseicte vas 4 


*Filmusical excerpt. 


~ NBC-CBS Plugs 


Following compilation of plugs on NBC and Columbia’s New York out- 
lets (WEAF, WJZ and WABC) for the week beginning Saturday, May 24, 
and ending Friday, May 30, from opening to closing, was furnished intact 
by Broadcast Music, Inc. This data was not collected by listening posts but 
from logs provided BMI by the networks. 


——— vs - 











EEE LE ETFO POTS ORE FOE RT TTS Schuberth ....... 46! 
ica tc Be 4s 450s 4 Saguenay hn skin ooNe do Campbell ...... . 42] 
SE er rere i errr ores Pere ay BES Weeitdas xs . 38) 
yO NE ch cies sg.o va ge Ge eey ee bs bkomn sae ra he sas Melody Lane..... 36 
PEN. 5 0 44-0450 00 AP Ee LR er wenger os Re SS « al 
Maria Elena «§.....0.s00¢ bouhisas Ph belecsboUi see wage’ Southern ........ 33] 
ET SE ak EY a Ae ee Sart rare” Sameenan! Nationwide ..... 30 | 
Se eee CNNNNO oo kc iawss stacncdssdensca PORE sine. OB 
Two Hearts That Pass in the Night...... ekancuees MEME. Nivsveoees 28 | 
BLIGE, BO ETI LO: oo vc eee kes es 800 0s rords o WIPER .ocecicas ae 
Until Tomorrow....... Set iaitet Coughs eedbens aceueen Republic ........ 26) 
te ci AU OME ck aa ceva’ aw-e'c'ce o's o0.0% bec ae oe’ | ES ee 22 | 
eee Gee Avery Gore Th. Albis cc 5 os cls esse cccvcckcwes Embassy .....:.. 21) 
let og BCG ee aieisast soins ne Cea ack ME See hkoa 4 oaks 21 
Br NE OT PUNE bay kiss vac ok os eoueeT sess ll. 20 
ee RARE IE PENN soso 04 4.0. 0'S's vo 5 ve oS een WE. bed 04 aa 5 Embassy ........ 19 
NE SUID ree oe ea ila gol seas sa oe aan K0c kb aw) Ser 19 
cary ies. ccbteta’s ek coke cee caitta a oe bind aie aad Oe he Pak BOMTES. ce ciccvcs . BE 
ee ae ES eae 18 
ER, aU NE ess gg Sears atdas hc 0b 64 « vedcbieawen Schumann ..... . oF 
mveryuning Tranpens to BES on ke cciccccccccescccce BMADRSAY .icsccsa Et 
High on a Windy Hill...... ae ane ce eanedneedaewns MEE ecw eshesene's 15 














“Right to Ignore ASCAP =f . | 
Buy Music Directly’ Is Counsel Advises 


‘tm outinued from page 37 


Sense of Court Verdict conclusion of an ASCAP-NBC-CBS | 
|agreement, but of going to the net- 
Omaha, June 3. | works as soon as the consent de- 

In re the upholding of the Ne- cree became effective and offering 
braska law (directed at ASCAP as to let them broadcast their new 
‘monopoly’) py the U. S. highest tunes just for the plugs. In the 


court, William J. Hotz, Omaha at- viewpoint of ASCAP counsel NBC 


torney who argued the case before ,nq Columbia would be violating 
the supreme court, elucidates as fol- the terms of the consent decree if 


lows: “This gives Nebraska radio sta- they agreed to any such arrange- 
tions, orchestras and all other music ment, since the decree bars an 
users in the state the right to ignore ASCAP member from ‘granting li- 
ASCAP and negotiate directly with censes or assigning to persons, firms, 
publishing houses and composers 0n corporations or enterprises, includ- 
fees to be paid for use of music now ing Broadcast Music, Inc., the right 
controlled by ASCAP. I suppose to jicense or assign to others the 
negotiations will be started immedi- right to perform publicly for profit 
ately with publishers and composers {pe copyrighted musical composi- 


individually.’ tions whose performing rights are 


A radio station exec opined that owned or controlled by merabers of 
the decision affects only the states | the society.’ 


which have laws ‘outlawing organi- | By virtue of their methods of op- 
zations such as ASCAP. | eration NBC and Columbia would on 
| obtaining an individual license from 


White-Smith Fiies in N.Y. an ASCAP member go through the 


process of relicensing the stations on 
their networks. And it is this very 




















Albany, June 3. process that the consent decree | 
White-Smith Music Publishing Co.,' gives ASCAP the power to regulate | 
a Massachusetts corporation, has sur- as far as the activities of its mem- | 
rendered authority to do business in bers are concerned. According to | 
New York state, but White-Smith| the consent decree a performing 
Music Publishing Co., Inc., has been | right must be licensed at the source 
chartered to conduct a music pub-/| but, as ASCAP counsel points out, 
lishing business with principal offi- | that mandate does not open the way 
ces in Manhattan. Capital stock is|for the networks to weaken 
1,000 shares, no par value. ASCAP’s control over its members 
Directors are Philip Shapiro, Mil-|by doing business direct with 
ton Doushkees and attorney Leon-|ASCAP members in behalf of other 
ard Zissu, of New York City. | licensees. 











; ry 
ee cane On 15 Best Sheet Music Sell 
Music Clubs Conclave ers 
Hollywood, June 3. 

Film studio musicians. will help : 
entertain delegates to the National (Week ending May 31, 1941) 
Federation of Music Clubs conven- Intermezzo Ae PN ee Wee ype ky ee SRC p pee ....Schuberth 
tion, to be held in Hollywood Bow! SF ee ineccciecetecss Soe shines Fee a cr edba Sek cons Campbell 
June 21. 2 £’ errr r rrr TT Terre errr ere re eee e rr Schumann 

Chairman of the studio group is My Sister MP Donte cakanemsacs soeeed Seeeee eee eee eeeere BMI 
Nat W. Finston, who will conduct an I'll Be with You in Apple Blossom Time................-- Broadway 
orchestra composed of musickers NR a re ie a eked Mae Oe eee Southern 
from all the film lots. They will Number 10 Lullaby Lane. SRT OES PR TGS AES Se ye Warren 
play classics and scores from im- South of North Carolina. Pe ee Tee rere ees. 
portant motion pictures. PEeOes CLAS VO BREE Ds ook one cn cdveccsetvenagerseus Paramount 

DE nb eoes ot De hakh CES ER EE You he Rew Re R EOE ON Marks 
Oe POPPA rire terre er rerere rier cy Melody Lane 

Walter Samuels and Charles New-| ‘Two Hearts That Pass in the Night..................005: Marks 
man sold two songs to Hal Roach for} gan Antonio Rose..........::ecceeee ence cence eeeeeneees Berlin 
use in ‘All-American Girl.’ Ditties ee oe cen nbdeecebe bos dh bdeebesbia P.7, 
are ‘I'm Up at the Break of Dawn’| wa)kin’ by the River..............ccceeceeceeeeeeeeeees BMI 
and ‘I’m a Guy With a Chip On My 
Shoulder.’ * Filmusical. 


























(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes throughout the 
country, as reported by the major coin-machine distributors from coast to coast, 
to Variety. Names of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in 
order of popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings and 
respective publishers.) 























> ae ee Jimmy Dorsey...| Decca... (12) Marks 








Jimmy Dorsey....J Decca... P 
2 | Understand oom <o et ‘{iehee Bluebird. 2” Feist 














{ Bing Crosby....] Decca... 
3 Dolores = =.» ee | Tommy Dorsey. { Victor... <8) Perameunt 
4 Apple Blossom Time , Andrews Sisters| Decca... (4) Broadway 








5 Intermezzo . .... Bb wo Herman. Decca... (4) Schuberth 


Benny Goodmanj Columbia 








OR LEE Ee Sm Am Haire ceeeenmnimemedll 


P Jimmy Dorsey .§ Decca... | 
6 My Sister and l . es ot Geo Geode Columbia ‘2? BM 








. Harry James... § Columbia 
7 Music Makers . & *# «\ Geen Sisters§ Decca... (6) Paramount 





+ 


To Dorsey...§ Victor... 
8 OhLookAtMeNow . . .} voor a A *** (8) Embassy 





Woody Herman..§ Decca 








Jesters......... Decca. 


Guy Lombardo...J Decca... 
9 Band PlayedOnm . . . x 4 cea. (8) PD 








Tommy Dorsey.] Victor...... 
10 OneiLove 2 . . . -{Gienn Miner” Bluebird. ‘14) Forster 








DISKS GAINING FAVOR: 


(These recordings are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing in 
demand on the coin machines.) 


DRS Ser ee ee coosseeees Sammy Kaye.......Victor..Republic 
Horace Heidt....Columbia BMI 
Vaughn Monroe...Bluebird °° 

King Sisters......Bluebird Sch 
Horace Heidt....Columbia’**"°?U™4nn 


Jimmy Dorsey.......Decca 


G’bye Now...... domaine 
sesseeseeeeeeve | Anareeys Sisters.....Decca* -Robbins 
l 


Hut-Sut Song... 


i ae 





: » Alvino Rey.......Bluebird 
i ’ 
Nighty Night.......sssseseees Dick Jurgens.........Okeh ** Beacon 


§ Woody Herman.,....Decca..Southern 
Al Donahue..........Okeh..PD 


Tommy Dorsey...... Victor 
Woody Herman......Decca 


Until Tomorrow,.........++.. Sammy Kaye........Victor..Republie 


5 ‘ Woody Herman......Decca 
Let’s Get Away from It All... Tommy Dorsey...... Victor’ -Embassy 


, § Horace Heidt....Columbia 
Friendly Tavern Polka........ ) Sammy Kaye.......Victor’ .BMI 


OR, Spi y oS, ‘ re, 
LT theater Rey sess 


Sorrento ... 


Seeersereeeeeesesers 


Everything Happens to Me.... . .Embassy 
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THEME SONG OF 


YOU 








SOLE SELLING AGENT—MUSIC DEALE Ss: 


ne woe 


A GREAT SONG BY MEREDITH WILLSON 


MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE-TIME 


AND I | 
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Vote System at ASCAP Criticized 





But It’s Defended as Necessary Protection to Those 
With oe at Stake 





Membership of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and | 
Publishers at a special meeting in 
the Hotel Astor, N. Y., Monday (2) 
ratified intact the amendments to the 
articles of association as reported by 
the by-laws committee and approved 
by the board of directors. Amend- 
ments went considerably beyond the 
reforms required by the terms of 
the Government’s consent decree and 
broadened in many ways the demo- 
cratic processes of committee ap- 
pointments, classifications reviews 
and amendment adoption. 

Major objections voiced at the 
meeting had to do with the new 
methods of vote weighing. Under 
the revised by-laws author-com- 
poser members are entitled to one 
vote for each $20 recefved during the 
previous calendar year in domestic 
royalties from the Society, while the 
ratio for publishers is one vote per 
$500. Among those who protested 


against this vote basis was George | 


Whiting. He said that he couldn’t | 
understand why every member 
shouldn’t have an equal vote in 


electing the directors. For an anal- 
ogy he pointed to the American elec- 
tive system where an alien once he 
becomes a citizen has the same bal- 
loting power as some one whose 
family citizenship dates back four or 
five generations. 
Protection 

Another objector on this point 
was Sammy Mysels, who said that 
he hoped to be a high-rating writer 
some day but that that didn’t pre- 
vent him from wanting to see that 
each member's voting power on an 
equal basis. A vocates of the pro- 
posed vote weighing arrangement 
stated that fcr the organization to 
be truly democratge it was necessary 
that those with the more important 
catalogs be invested with some safe- 
guards from the overwhelming ma- 
jority which had so much less at 
stake. Such a system, it was said, 
was founded on a equitable, demo- 
cratic principle. For everybody to 
have an equal vote when their cata- 
log investments varied enormously 
would be something leaning more 
to communism. 

Louis Bernstein, chairman of the 
by-laws committee, presented the 
amendments ‘to the membership, 
while Gene Buck, ASCAP prez, pre- 
sided. Before the meeting was ad- 
journed a vote of thanks was passed 
for Buck and the current board of 
directors. 


Kayo Shepard's $100, 000 
Suit Vs. Decca Records 


Ollie Shepard’s $100,000 — suit 
against Decca Records, Jack Kapp, 
J. Mayo Williams, the State Street 
Music Publishing Co., Mayo Music, 
Chicago Music Co. and Record Ar- 
tists Music Co. was dismissed Wed- 
nesday (29) by Justice Bernard I. 
Shientag in N. Y. supreme court. 
The court ruled the complaint was 
insufficient to state an appropriate 
cause of action. 

Shepard claims that in November, 
1937, Williams, an employee of Decca, 
persuaded him to sign a contract 
with Decca which called for 25% 
royalties on the sale of all sheet 
music and a minimum of 24 records 
yearly. 

Shepard claims he recorded over 
56 selections which sold over 500,000 
records, but that he has received 
nothing. Kapp is president of Decca 
and the other companies are Decca 
subsidiaries or owned by Decca. 

Joey Stool, former professional 
manager of the ABC Music in New 
York, heading Berlin Music’s Los 
Angeles branch. 











| 


Pittsburgh, June 3. 
Couple of local night spots will 
go back on the air shortly with 
ASCAP music, with WCAE as its 
outlet. Although Hearst station 


hasn’t signed a contract, agreement | 


rpermits it to broadcast ASCAP mu- 
sic whenever it is available on the 
Mutual network. 
,the present will make it necessary 
for WCAE to feed remotes to MBS 
and then have the web re-broadcast 
it into Pittsburgh channels. 
Celebrating its resumption of 
_ASCAP music, station last night (2) 
broadcast half hour longer than 
usual, until 2 a.m., carrying music 
of Art Jarrett, Jan Savitt and Dick 
Gasparre. WCAE switches in No- 
vember from NBC Red to Mutual, 


Arrangement for | 





Hall last Wed. 
| 


|WCAE Has ASCAP Remotes 


Didn’t Know Words 





Philadelphia, June 3. 

The effect of the ASCAP ban 
on the radio showed up in a 
striking fashion at the ‘Fight for 
Freedom’ rally at Convention 
(28). 

Irving Berlin appeared to sing 
his ‘God Bless America,’ While 
killing time before Mayor La- 
Guardia’s speech was*to go on 
the air, Berlin tried to lead the 
crowd in singing some of his hit 
tunes. The attempt was a frost. 
No one knew the words. 











Still No Deal 
Between ASCAP 
And NBC-CBS 


NBC and Columbia 





spokesmen 


and has already started to give MBS | have during the past week contrib- 


programs a big push. 





Cross-Examinations Of 
Both Von Tilzer, Feist In 
Kenny Bros. Song Suit 





An application by Leo Feist, Inc., 
to halt its own examination before 
trial until the examination of Harry 
_ Von Tilzer is concluded was granted 
yesterday (Tuesday) by Judge 
| Edward A. Conger in N. Y. federal 
‘court, but the judge split the de- 
cision by refusing to allow a substi- 
tution of Harry Link in place of 
Abe Olman. The court ruled that 
even though Olman might not know 
the answers to the questions asked, 
another could not be substituted 
without proper notice. 

Von Tilzer Music Co. and Von 
Tilzer individually are suing Feist, 
Nick and Charles Kenny, charging 
plagiarism of substantial parts of the 
music of ‘All Aboard For Blanket 
Bay’ in ‘Little Skipper.’ Plaintiff’s 
song was written by Von Tilzer in 
1910, and the defendants’ song placed 
on the market Jan. 1, 1939. An in- 
junction, accounting of profits and 
damages are asked. 


Sidney Mills Prof Mer. 
Of Uncle’s Music House 


Sidney Mills has been named gen- 





eral professional manager of Mills 
Music, Ine. He's a son of Irving 
Mills, partner in the firm, and he 
comes from the American Academy 
of Music, another Mills publishing 
house. 

Young Mills is making a swing of 
Mills Music’s branch offices this 
week. 

$25,000 SUIT VS. PEER 
Associated edhe Pubs. Co-Defend- 


ant in Claim Over ‘Ga. Grind’ 

An order declaring Ralph S. Peer, 
doing business as United Publishing 
Co., must be examined before trial 
in N. Y. supreme court on June 12, 
revealed a $25,000 action against him 
and the Associated Music Publishers, 
Inc., by Bud Allen. Justice John F 
Carew ordered the examination. 

Plaintiff is the owner of the song. 
‘Georgia Grind,’ and claims to have 
made a deal with Peer for the latter 
to secure an RCA Victor contract for 
the recording of the and to re- 
ceive 50% of the royalties. Peer kept 
all the royalties, and granted Asso- 
ciated certain public 
rights, plaintiff claims 
$25,000 damages. 

{Peer is currently on a tour of his 
South American subsidiary compa- 
nies]. 





song 


in seeking 























You’ll Understand 
Why It Fits Any 
Program When You 


hea DANCHO’S 


RECORDING OF 


HINDUSTAN 








A FORSTER PUBLICATION 


In Conga Rhythm 

















performing | 


‘uted some mathematical calisthenics 
to the negotiations with the Ameri- 
|can Society of Composers, Authors 
jand Publishers on a new licensing 
| agreement. In terms of actual prog- 
| ress the bargaining parties seem to 
| be getting nowhere. ASCAP offici- 
| als and directors are reconciled to 
the two networks going through the 
| paces of trying to work out a deal so 
long as the Washington situation con- 
'tinues to be uncertain for them 


(NBC-CBS), and if the networks 
, Should suddenly get to the point of 
polishing off a contract no one would 
be more surprised than these self- 
same ASCAPites. (Meanwhile indi- 
, vidual ASCAP publishers and high- 
rating writers are still talking about 
the retention of a nationally-known 
law firm for the filing of triple-dam- 
age conspiracy suits against NBC, 
CBS and the National Association of 
Broadcasters). 

From the two networks came the 
admission late last week that they 
were pretty close with ASCAP on 
the matter of money, but that there 
are many details of the proposed con- 
tract that had yet to be settled. NBC, 
for instance, was seeking to have 
ASCAP make a liberal slash in the 
sustaining payments from affiliate 
stations, agree to protect the network 
on royalty obligations in the case of 
states where affiliates were barred 
by law (such as Nebraska and Flor- 
ida) from dealing with copyright 
combinations and to submit what 
NBC termed a ‘legitimate’ per pro- 
gram plan. 

On the Columbia-ASCAP front 
the negotiations were temporarily 
brought to a halt last week when 
Edward Klauber, CBS executive v.p., 
telegraphed the Society that perhaps 
it would be advisable for either side 
to defer further discussions until they 
had had time to digest the practical 
effects of the Nebraska-Florida de- 
cision. The telegram concluded with 


the suggestion that ASCAP get in 
touch with Klauber when it was 
ready to resume negotiations. ASCAP 


the following day (Wednesday) ad- 
vised Klauber that it had examined 
the decision and that it was ready 
to go on with the contract discus- 
sions. Mefford Runyon, CBS v.p., has 
been doing most of the preliminary 
paper work with ASCAP. 


VAN HEUSEN, PRINCE HURT 





Come Down in Distress in Song- 


writer’s Private Plane 


Songwriter Jimmy Van Heusen 
and arranger Graham Prince are 
nursing injuries sustained last week 
in a forced landing the two made 
while flying in from Hollywood in 
Van Heusen’s plane. Ship came 
down on a mountain about 70 miles 
from Nashville, Tenn., Van Heusen 
walking away from it with an arm 
fractured in three places and a lace- 
rated nose, and Prince receiving rib 
injuries. 

Crash was blamed on faulty re- 
placement of a gasoline tank cap 
when the two stopped for fuel in 
Little Rock, Neb. Cap flew off and 
suction created by the plane’s flight 
siphoned the gas from the tank. 
Plane is a new one which Van Heu- 
sen flew to the Coast last fall. It 
vas lightly damaged. 

Van Heusen’s latest tunes are those 
rom Bing Crosby’s film ‘Road to 
Zanzibar.’ 





THE LEAGUE 
OF YOUNG 
AMERICANS 


INCORPORATED 





is seeking exceptionally talented male 
and female instrumentalists between 


the ages of 16 and 30, and vocalists 
between 16 and 25 for the 


YOUNG AMERICANS 
ORCHESTRA 


To Be Conducted by 


RAYMOND 


PAIGE 


Applicants Must Be American Citizens 


And Apply by Mail Only to the 








League Headquarters 


HOTEL ROOSEVELT, 
NEW YORK 
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_ job with Fields. 
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N.Y. Commissioner Moss in New Drive 


To License Agents, Aided by Verdict 
Of US. Supreme Court Limiting Fees 





License Commissioner Paul oe 
on the basis of the recent U. S.| 
Supreme Court decision upholding 
state right to limit employment 
agency commissions, is launching a | 
new drive to license all talent repre- | 
sentatives in New York. At the} 
same time, Commissioner Mess, in a 
form letter, has notified all licensed 
agents that they must conform to the, 
state law limiting commissions to 5%. 
Only possible exception are those 10- 
percenters who are proven personal 
managers rather than merely liaison 
between an employer and a _ per- 
former. 

Commissioner Moss’ hand _ in 
licensing agents was considerably 
strengthened last week by the con- 
viction Wednesday (28) in Special | 
Sessions court of James A. Victor, 
an agent, for doing business without | 
a license. Victor comes up for sen-| 
tence June 11. 

Since taking office, Commissioner 
Moss, a Mayor LaGuardia appointee, 
and brother of B. S Moss, once 4a 
leading theatre operator, has fre- 
quently attempted to force all the-| 
atrical agents to be licensed. In yd 
instances there were test cases, in- | 
volving Charles H. Allen, then part- | 
nered with Jack Curtis, and William 
Shilling. In both the City Corpora- | 
tion Counsel, prosecuting for the| 
License Department, lost. 

Since then, however, there have 
been a couple of civil suits by per- 
formers against agents, or vice versa, 
in which the salient evidence was 
that the agents were unlicensed. The) 
courts ruled against the agents. As 
a result, the License Department has 
succeeded in ticketing many agents! 
in the past couple of years, but there 
are still many unlicensed. 

The Artists Representatives Assn. 
is planning to have an amendment 
introduced in Albany at the next ses-| 
sion of the state legislature which | 
will exempt theatrical representa- | 


= 


tives from the 5%-commission limit 


| 


HELLER CONVINCED 


So He's Leaving His Pitt Nitery for 
Spot Bookings 








Pittsburgh, June 3. 

Jackie Heller, half-pint singer who 
has been turning down all outside 
engagements for last several months 
in order to put over Yacht Club, 
local nitery which he and _ his 
brother, Sol Heller, operates, figures 
spot is now in the bag, result of re- 
cently-instituted name policy, and 


| will pull out middle of this month 
|! for Brandt Inn, Burlington, Ontario, 


and goes from there to Loew's State. 
New York, for a week and then to 
Capital, Washington. 

It'll be first time he’s been away 
from Yacht Club in more than three 
months. Even while on Ted Fio-Rito 
radio program out of Chicago, he 
used to fly there just for the show 
so as not to miss a session at his 
nitery. 


S.F. HOTEL CAFE OUT 
OF RED; BOOKS NAMES 


San Francisco, June 3. 
Palace hotel’s Rose Room is now 








| definitely out of the red and will 


splurge July 10 with the De Marcos. 
Carl Ravazza’s orch, Bernice Parks 


| and John Buckmasier. Improvemert 


is credited to Bill Brown, who took 
over in October, 1939, after the 
Room had lost $28,000 in one year. 

During Brown's initial year he 
crawled over the line to emerge $2.- 
500 in the black. So far this season 
he is already ahead $3.500. 

Following Ravazza, Brown has re- 
booked two of the bands which 
helped turn the tide, Henry Busse 
coming in Aug. 21, and Ray Noble 
due in October. Current is Ozzie 
Nelson with Harriet Hillard. 


stipulated in the Labor Law covering |. 


employment agencies. When queried 
whether he would help the show biz 
agents in this, Commissioner Moss 
stated last week that a decision of 
that kind would: have to come out 
of Mayor LaGuardia’s office. 


ARMY MANEUVERS CALL | 
OFF H-A CAMP SHOWS. 








Chicago, June 3. 

Hearst Herald-American army 
camps shows and units, which had 
aroused favorable comment by de- 
fense and army leaders, have been 
called off for the summer due to the 
fact that most of the soldiers will 
be involved in long-range maneuvers. 


Jack Malloy, H-A managing editor, | 
instigated the production of the| 
Under | 


shows for the army camps. 
the set-up, the H-A guaranteed all 
expenses of the shows. 





Gourfain Quits as WB 





concerning the 
|AFRA lawyers aver that there is 











Danny Kaye 


Continued from page 3 





‘tures. The actor is balking at be- 


ing shifted over to Music Corp. of 
America on latter’s takeover of CBS’ 


| talent. subsid. 


A registered letter meantime went 
out from AFRA to its membership to 
vote by June 12 on their attitude 
MCA-CBS deal. 


even an ice company decision that 
could sustain any balking actors, 
where it was ruled some years ago 
that even a business such as de- 
livering ice to customers was a per- 
sonal service, and hence couldn't be 
| ‘sold down the river.’ 

The trade, meantime, believes that 
this or the proposed William Morris- 
NBC Artists Bureau deal, or any 
others, could conceivably pave the 
| way for much talent-raiding among 
{the agencies, should certain actors 
|object to shifting their adietions. 





HIRSCH-KATZ CLEARED 
OF AMUS, TAX CHARGE 





Minneapolis, June 3. 


Harry Hirsch and Harry Katz 
who operate the Alvin (burlesque) 
have been cleared of non-payment 
of Federal amusement taxes. In 
dismissing the charges against them. 
Judge G.' F. Sullivan in Federal 
court, however, levied a fine of $500 
against the Follies Amus. Corp.. 


which they head and which pleaded | 


guilty to the charge. 
Unaware that any criminal of- 


fense was involved, the corporation | 


had delayed in making its weekly 
payments during a very unprofitable 
operation of the Alvin with a vaud- 
film policy. Reports were made reg- 
ularly, but the internal revenue de- 
partment did not press the collec- 
tions. All arrears now are paid up. 


LIFTING CURFEW 





ON CONN. FEMS 





Hartford, June 3. 

Definite indications have been 
given that the controversial 10 p.m. 
curfew law applied to femme mu- 
sicians and entertainers will be 
amended. Both the senate and house 
of the General Assembly have passed 
a bill amending the statute. It goes 
to Governor Hurley for signaturing. 

Under amendment, any femme tn- 
tertainer over 21 would be permitted 
to work under a permit from the 


State Commissioner of Labor and 
Factory Inspection. Hours of em- 
ployment are restricted to 40 a week 
and not more than eight in one day. 

Person to whom permit is issued 
would have to establish to Labor 
Commissioner that her sole occupa- 
tion is that of a professional enter- 
tainer or musician. Permits will be 
issued gratis for such time as the 
Commissioner sees fit. not exceed- 
ing one year. This would prevent 
necessity of taking out a permit for 
each appearance. 

Hard hit by the. bill will be the 
so-called small-time bookers. Great 
part of their acts are culled from 
the semi-pros (those who work other 
jobs, but make an extra dollar or 
two on the side). Will also prevent 
many of them from using highschool 
kids. Estimated approximately 90% 
of all femme acts in the state are 
those in the below 21 or semi-pro 


class. 





DELISLE ON HIS OWN 
Pittsburgh, June 3. 

Joe Delisle, big blonde lad with 
Tom Gleason’s Royal Guards, vocal 
sextet with Abe Lyman for the last 
year, left act here last week to go 
out on his own as a single under 
personal management of Harry 
Gourfain, of New York's Strand the- 
atre. 

Deal with Gourfain was made 
when Royal Guards played Strand in 
January but didn’t go into effect 
until first of f this month. 


Stager to Write Play Bluenoses i in New Drive to Clean 


Harry Gourfain, after three years 
as stager of the pit shows at Warner 
Bros. Strand, New York, is resign- 
ing to’devote himself to collaborating 


with Sidney Fields on a legit farce | 


Up New Orleans’ French Quarter 


with music titled ‘Here’s Mud in| 


Your Eye.’ Gourfain’s last assign- 
ment at the Strand will be the show 
headlining Guy Lombardo, opening 
June 20. 

Gourfain will spend July and Au- 
gust at Grossinger’s, Ferndale, N. Y.., 
as stager of the shows there, with 
all spare time devoted to his writing , 
Besides writing the 
play, they will also produce it on 
Broadway. 
fain connection in the fall will be 
the Milton Blackstone Advertising 
Agency, in the radio department. | 

WB has not yet chosen a successor | 
for Gourfain as stager at the Strand. 





TRENTON’S BURLESK 


Trenton, June 3. 
Burlesque returned to Trenton for 
the first time in more than a decade 
on Memorial Day, when Allen Gil- 
bert’s ‘New York Follies’ opened a 
week’s engagement at the Victory. 
Gilbert plans a full summer semes- 


Another probable Gour- | 


New Orleans, June 3. 

The night spots in the French 
Quarter—vivid memory in the minds 
of thousands who have visited this 
historic section of the south’s lead- 
ing metropolis—are under fire. Call- 
ing attention to ‘immoral, obnoxious 
and digusting conditions’ in the area, 
'a group of civic leaders have for- 
mally asked Mayor Robert S. Maes- 
tri for restrictions governing night 
spots, bars and women in the Quar- 
ter. 

In an effort to make the quarter 
quieter and more sedate, the group 
asks principally that the city prevent 
more bars with hostesses from being 
established near private homes. The 
group has protested to the mayor 
that there are now over 100 bars, a 
great many of which are ‘alleged 
night clubs,’ in 66 square blocks of 
the section. A survey made some 
time ago showed 71 bars in nine 
squares, it is charged. Hood 

Property owners and» household 





ter here, if business warrants. 


ers for some years have waged an 


unsuccessful fight to ‘tone down’ the 
French Quarter, but under the mil- 
itant leadership of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Nerlein, social and civic leader, a 
resident of the quarter, the red light 
area has been banished and other 
improvements have been made. Now 
the group wants the city to refuse 
to issue permits for new bars and 
night spots and to limit number to 
those now in operation 

In spite of the clean-up move now 
in progress, the Old Quarter’s bright 
lights continue to draw their pa- 
trons from dark to dawn, as they 
have for over a century past. But 
the operators plainly admit they're a 
bit worried because the Mayor and 
members of the commission council 
have been under political fire for 
some time and, with an election com- 
ing up soon, might take steps to 
‘clean up.’ 


|; Which several of the quarter’s best 
known strip teasers performed was 


raided and over 100 patrons arrested. , 


te eeeeeee 


_1921 with the current date of issue. 
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The Good Old Days 


++44+44- 

Herewith appears a Variety revtew of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 











(Reprinted from Variety of June 3, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





A big show; that goes for the running time, but more pertinently the 
general merit of the bill. There were three production acts—the Santley 
and Sawyer revue, William Seabury’s ‘Frolics’ and the Four Marx Brothers. 
That brought the number of acts down to eight, but the show, off to a two 
o'clock Monday matinee start, did not ring down until 5:25. Clouds up to 
overture time may have helped the over-capacity draw, which was treated 
to a real holiday card. 

The Marx Brothers are a quick repeat in their new ‘On the Mezzanine 
Floor,’ and that is no surprise. After the Palace showing about six weeks 
ago, it was reporied the brothers would take the turn off and make it into 
a three-act show. The excellent fashion in which the act works out in 
vaudeville probably led to a change of plans, for it is a whale of a trick 
in the twice daily. 

The ‘interpolation’ of Benny Leonard, the world’s lightweight boxing 
champion, added to the fun. Last week the fistic flash showed with the 
Marxes in an uptown house, but the champ’s date in Jersey next week to 
mix it with Rocky Kansas made it imperative for him to stick to training, 
Without Benny the act ran 50 minutes, including ‘Red’s’ speech. 

Leo Marx is more the true comedian than in any of the family’s former 
offerings. He is a ‘papa’ of the ‘Mezzanine’ turn as much as ever before. 
As a quick thinker he qualifies with the fastest in vaudeville. Twice he 
displayed that Monday. Once when ‘Red’ muffled the bottle of booze. It 
fell to the floor. The brothers showed teamwork that resembled a short- 
stop backing up a second baseman. ‘Pasquale’ quickly picked up the bottle 
and dashed off. But Leo made pretense of sopping up the spilled ‘licker’ 
on a kerchief and using it as perfume. 

There were several changes over the first Palace showing and some new 
laughs. Leo supplied most of the new stuff. When informed that ‘Mr. 
Gould had lost most of his money before he died,’ he replied: ‘Yes, I know; 
he tried to run a Ford agency in Palestine.’ ‘On the Mezzanine’ sounded 
like a new song number, and it is pretty. Instead of the jazz band finish 
there was an ensemble of only those in the act. Hattie Darling, only fea- 
tured member of the support, showed something on her violin. Also in the 
way she wore her frocks. 

With the Marx act over at 5:10, there was a wait for Bobby McLean, who 
closed the show. Proportionately few people left the house. Leo Marx 
stepped in on skates on McLean’s introduction, supplied laughs and came 
in on the finish. If he forgets and wears a hip flask, it will be fatal. Jack 
Pomeroy, Burke and Blue were out of the act at the matinee, probably 
because of the lateness. McLean contented himself with the jumping stunts 
and a display of his really dazzling speed on the ‘ice.’ 

Holding over for a second week the cameo couple, Joseph Santley and 
Ivy Sawyer displayed ‘Klick Klick,’ which, like their last season’s revue, 
was staged by Hassard Short. The class of Santley teamed with the dainti- 
ness and sweetness of Miss Sawyer makes almost anything they do a de- 
light. ‘Klick Klick’ is new and novel in its entrances, crisp and fresh in 
its dressing. The two full-stage scenes, with the neatly worked camera 
device and later the moon and runway, both brought pleasing numbers. 
For the latter Miss Sawyer showed for the first time in short skirts, and 
for so slender a type she was alluring. She was dainty on her toes as with 
everything else she does. Santley’s ‘Summer Stars Are Shining’ proved 
the revue’s prettiest number, though Miss Sawyer had something with a 
good melody in ‘Spanish Love.’ In lighting as in production, skill and 
inventiveness shown through. Santley and Sawyer did not aim for a 
punch. That is something they do not need. But there came freely the 
response that earned the clever lyric from Santley and another look at 
the Miss Sawyer. 

William Seabury has been showing his ‘Frivolics’ dance revue in the 
hinterland. He brought it back a better act, for, while the settings and 
routine are unchanged in general, there are some new members in the 
company, and they stand out. More particularly, there is Beth Cannon, 
a little miss who should win a name on Broadway. She showed the snap- 
piest little way in the opening tango. Then on her toes sh2 recorded a 
spontaneous hit. Miss Cannon does something new in toe dancing. Per- 
hap; hers may be classed a stunt, but it is certainly there from the front. 
The Hope Sisters are still in the act and performing nicely. Others are 
Rose Stone, Ramona and Sylvia Barden, with Jose Richman making himself 
noticed at the piano. The ‘Frivolics’ closed intermission, drawing down 
the biggest applause score of the afternoon. ~ 

‘Dance Me’ Dotson, the colored stepping single, sold his routine so well 
on second that he came near stopping the show. He won the first big re- 
turns with the Scotch step. In stalling for breach for his finale, he asked 
if anyone had a fountain pen, then mopped his brow with a blotter. It 
was a big laugh. 

Two numbers later, Boyle and Kramer, started in quickiy. Kramer 
said he wouldn't do any dancing because he didn’t want to ‘make a bum 
out of Dotson.’ That brought the colored boy on again, demanding to know 
what it was all about. The pair of them made a ‘contest’ of it, Dotson 
stepping first. During the dance Kramer told him he didn’t have a chance 
and he was running tenth. He singled and a double dance worked out 
well and took Dotson out of the picture. Boyle .nd Kramer scored with 
surety. The latter is sporting a pair of ‘pants’ that would be funnier minus 
two grease spots. _ 

Ciccolini took up the running after intermission, displaying his splendid 
voice with the routine that had one number in English. An accomplished 
piano accompanist played brilliantly while the operatic tenor changed and 
encored in ‘one’ in ‘Pagliacci. The matinee crowd was not exactly a 
gathering to enthuse over the routine, but the handsome Italian made his 
usual distinct impression. 

The three Lordons sees Ibee. 





cently was 70 years young, will be 
surprised to learn that the gang of 
this Colony are taming a buck deer 
to be let loose near Camp Intermis- 
Saranac Lake. June 3. sion so that he can bag his annual 
Your columnist is mastering a set- Wild (?) buck, 
back that has kept him in bed for | The Will Rogers hospital topped 
the past two weeks. Situation well with visitors during Decoration Day. 
in hand, states his medico. Over 20 states were represented, ac- 
Harry (Juggling) Barrett licked a cording to checkup on auto plates. 
recent operation and is getting back | Bryce Lavigne, Johnny Penn, 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Only last week a stag party at, 


into circulation at his 302 Broadway 
cottage. Barrett has also lost nearly 
all ef his eyesight. His son, Charlie, 
doing fairly well. 

WNBZ here has hooked up with 
the NBC Biue and adds two local 
announcers to its staff. 

Thanks to Billy (Scratch) Wallace, 
burlesque comic, for his good wishes 
and mags to the Colony. 

Uncle Henry Berlinghoff, who re- 


Bobby Puffer and Clyde Chagnon 
manage to take time out to enter- 
tain the ozoning gang, which is tops 
with the bedders. 

Eddie Burke, Irish tenor of Hen- 
derson’s, Coney Island, days and a 
Bronx product, to the Bigtown for a 
vacash; first in years. 

Tuder Cameron now connected 
with the Diehn Film Co. of St. Louis. 


Write to those who are ill. 
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GRIFFIN NAMED 
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DOWNEY AS PREL, NY. Theatres Reach Agreement 
DUNN TREASURER) With Teamsters on AFM Issue; 


Muatee in, mena Fact Averts Stagehands’ Action 


Show Biz—New Exec ¥ 


pamcagl ned ae Have Slapsy Maxie Pulls 
een ecte irtually ’ i Ww tor, i i 
Out of H’wood Nitery tiursiay 26), were able to reach 


Unanimousl 
y an agreement with the Teamsters 
Union that terminated the picket- 





~ 








_ 


Rockwell's GAC Joms Wm. Morris 
- ~ In Dickers for NBC Artists Bureau 
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NBC is holding ‘conversations’ 
with the William Morris Agency and 
General Amus. Corp. (Tommy Rock- 
well) on the sale of its Artists Bu- 
reau subsidiary. NBC's Artists Bu- 
reau claimed a $300,000 net profit 
last year. 

The Morris office was the first to 


Add: MCA-CBS Gags 








The merger has inspired the 
Wags, one observing that Harry 
Bestry is taking over the WINS 
Talent Bureau. 

Another observed, ‘Now Al 
Grossman will take over the 





New York’s major circuits and 
one leading indie theatre chain op- 








Maxie Rosenbloom pulled out of | 








enter the talks on a deal, but what 
this agency’s counter-offer was is not 
known. Late last week a feeler was 
sent out to General Amusement, 


with the latter interested if certain 
stipulations are met by NBC. Still | 
another feeler mentions Al Bloom- 
ingdale, of the department store 
scion, who is dabbling in show biz, 
chiefly legit. 

Meanwhile, CBS’ board of direc- 
tors last week (28) ratified the sale 
of that networks’ artists bureau to 
Music Corp. of America, with the 
final decision now up to the stock- 
holders for ratification. Latter is 
expected to take from 60 to 90 days, 
which means that the deal will not 
be finally consummated until then. 
Exact terms of the deal have not 
been disclosed, but it’s reported MCA 
is paying about $175,000 for the 
CBS Artists Bureau, plus taking 
over the latter’s entire personnel and 
making Herbert I. Rosenthal, artists 


| 


vaude circuit, starting this Friday | 
| (6) will not have a vaude bill in a, tary and Dewey Barto, who effected 


bureau executive v.p., a v.p. of MCA. | 


An idea of the artists bureau’s busi- 
ness can be gleaned from the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission’s 
report on chain broadcasting, which 


reported the CBS Artists Bureau as | 


having done a gross. business 
$194,757 for the year ending Jan. 1, 
1938, with a net profit of $82,671. 


CBS Concerts Corp. 


The essential terms for the sale of 
CBS’ 55% interest in the Columbia 
Concerts Corp. back to the individual 
managers who have been directing 
that subsidiary’s affairs have also 
been set, but not yet voted upon by 
the CBS board. According to the 
FCC report, the Concert Corp., for 
the fiscal year ending June 7, 1938, 
did a gross business of $426,413 and 
showed a net profit of $94,033. 

The sale of NBC’s Artists Bureau 
will include the concert, lecture, the- 
atre and radio performers it has un- 
der management contract. While 
NEC hasn’t as many concert names 
under contract as the Columbia Con- 
certs Corp., it has such potent at- 
tractions as the Ballet Russe, Marian 
Anderson, Fritz Kreisler and Sergei 
Rachmaninoff. Other names under 
the management of the NBC Artists 
Bureau are Fibber McGee and Molly, 
‘Information, Please,’ Dorothy’ La- 
mour, Dinah Shore, Yvette, Frank 
Black, among others. 

Meantime, CBS Artists is readying 
to move over to MCA pronto, in- 
stead of waiting 60-90 days. MCA 
is adding an extra half-floor in its 
Squibb Bldg. h.q. to accommodate 
the lecture department’s staff of 17. 





Coast Subsid in Deal 
Hollywood, June 3. 

Columbia Management of Cali- 
fornia, subsidiary of CBS Artists 
Bureau, will pass to Music Corp. of 
America control as soon as word is 
received here that CBS board of di- 
rectors and stockholders have rati- 
fied MCA buy of CBS artists in New 

Management here has 85 clients on 
its list and a staff of 10 headed by 
William Forbes. 


‘CRAZY WITH HEAT’ SET 
FOR WASH., PITT DATES 


‘Crazy With the Heat’ unit has 
been booked by Warner for the 
Earle, Washington, week of June 19, 
with the Stanley, Pittsburgh, imme- 
diately following. A booking at the 
20th Century, Buffalo, is also pend- 
ing. Miles Ingalls is agenting. 

_ Ed Sullivan, N. Y. News columnist, 
is touring the tab version of the 
Broadway revue, though not per- 


sonally appearing. Unit stars 
Willie Howard. 








of | 





WQXR record library.’ 











—$________ —__—_ 


RKO WITHOUT 


ANY STAGE 
SHOWS 








RKO, once the nation’s leading 


single house. Same straight film | 


RICHMAN BEATEN 





Slapsy Maxie’s management in Hol- 
lywood. 
Sammy Lewis is running the spot, 





First meeting of the newly elected | 
national board of the American | 
Guild of Variety Artists was held) 
Monday (2) afternoon, and out of it 
emerged Gerald Griffin, who has 
been acting as general administrator 
pro tem of AGVA for the past few 
months, as national executive secre- 
tary. Morton Downey was elected 
by the board as national president, 
and Henry Dunn (Cross & Dunn) 
was re-elected treasurer, 

Thus AGVA, for the first time 
since Hoyt Haddock was dismissed 
some months ago as executive secre- 





Haddock’s dismissal, resigned as 


with Ben Blue buying in. 


LITOMY PICKED 
AS COAST SEC 
OF AGVA 


Leslie Litomy, organizer in New 








policy prevailed in the early part of , president, again has duly designated York, has been sent to the Coast as 


last summer. 


pilots at the helm. All three newly | 


executive secretary of the American 


Stage drought affects the Palace, | = officials have long records in| Guild of Variety Artists local there. 


Cleve., and Keith’s, Boston, only RKO 
theatres playing vaude this week. 


CHI THEATRE CAFE 
CLOSES AFTER PINCH 








Chicago, June 3. 
Theatre-Cafe, formerly Michael 


Todd’s Theatre-Cafe, closed down | 
early last Thursday (29) morning. 
Saturday (31) the shuttering was 
made permanent when Mayor Ed- | 
ward Kelly rescinded the _ spot’s 
license. 


Police a couple of weeks ago ar- 
rested eight employees of the The- 
atre-Cafe for sellirfg booze to minors. 
This was after Michael Todd had 
sold out his controlling interest in 
the spot. The buyers, police claim, 
were backed by gangsters and im- 
mediately gave the huge nitery a 
‘wide open’ policy. Todd had run 
the Theatre-Cafe as a family spot 
and, on selling out, demanded his 
name be taken off. 

George Jessel was the  head- 
liner on the closing show, with 
Lou Holtz having been set and ad- 
vertised to open on Friday (30). 

This marks the third important 
Chicago nitery to shutter in the past 
month, two others having been 
sloughed by the coppers on gam- 
bling charges. These were the swank 
Colony Club and the Alabam, right 
across the street from each other on 
the near-northside. 





Schmidts Revamping 
Ky. Hotel for Nitery 


Pete Schmidt and his son, Glenn, 


formerly operators of the Beverly 
Hills Country Club, Newport, Ky., 
are revamping the Glenn hotel, 


Newport, and will open in July with 
a nitery set. Remodeling job is said 


_to be costing $50,000. 


Miles Ingalls, who books Beverly 
Hills out of N. Y., will do the same 
for the Glenn hotel. Show budget 
for the latter spot will be around | 
$1.500 weekly, modest in comparison 
with the Beverly Hills’ talent out- 


lay. 





| (10) at the Paramount in Stapleton, 


WARN MPLS. NITERIES 
Minneapolis, June 3. 
Taverns and niteries where liquor 
is sold have been warned by the 
state attorney general that child per- 
formers—amateurs or professionals 
—are prohibited under state laws 
from appearing in such establish- 
ments. 
Many of the places have been us- 
ing the children in amateur shows. 


| rate 
|time being, though AGVA paid Had- 


,a stage show in at least eight years. 


show business, in direct contrast to 
layman Haddock, Griffin’s experi-| 
ence including songwriting, acting | 
and nitery columning for the Sun-! 
day Inquirer over a period of 35 
years, 

The exact vote on Griffin is not 
known, but is said to have been 
virtually unanimous. Others who 
were nominated for the executive 


secretary post were Alan Corelli, 
head of Theatre Authority; Tom 
Phillips, head of the Burlesque 


Artists Assn., and Bob Edwards, who 
is executive secretary of AGVA’s 
Cincinnati local. 

Besides Downey, only one other 
name, that of Harry Richman, was 
proposed as president. Richman is| 
a member of AGVA’s new national 
board and was present at the meet-| 
ing. However, there was no opposi- 
tion to Henry Dunn as treasurer, 

Newly elected officers and board 
take hold of AGVA with the variety 
actors union in the best financial 
shape since it was started by the 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America as replacement for the dis- 
enfranchised American Federation of 
Actors (Ralph Whitehead). It’s 
stated that AGVA now has close to 
$8,000 in the bank, as against the 
completely depleted treasury when 
Griffin and a special Four A’s com- 
mittee took over. 

Griffin Worked Sans Pay 

Griffin, when first taking the 
AGVA administrative post last Feb- 
ruary, worked without salary. In 
April, after he had pointed out to| 
the Four A’s that the press of AGVA | 


_work was so great he was neglect- 


ing his regular income channels, a 
salary of $75 was voted him. This 
of pay will continue for the 


dock $125 weekly. The new national 
board informed Griffin that a raise 
will be in order when the trend of 
the union’s finances is definitely es- 
tablished. 

In taking the post of executive 
secretary, Griffin had to resign from 

(Continued on page 42) 


Berle-Lopez to Break In | 
For N.Y. Par in Staten Is. 





The New York Paramount is af- | 
fording next week’s show (11), top- | 
lined by Milton Berle and Vincent 
Lopez’ band, a one-day break-in 


Staten Island. The house hasn’t had 


Besides Berle and Lopez layout 
includes Joan Merrill, Varsity 8 and 
The Jansleys. They'll play three 
shows in the one gay on Staten 
Island. 

Formerly, the Par has been break- 
ing in the Broadway shows at the 
Ritz, 
house is presently undergoing reno- 


| vations. 


Newburgh, N. Y., but that: 


He was appointed by the national 
office for a three-month trial period, 


after which it will be decided 
whether or not he'll hold the job 
permanently. 


Litomy succeeds Lee Travers, who 
held the office for one month on a 
loanout from the Screen Actors 


ing of all pop-priced stage show 
houses and legit musicals in N.Y. 


| Theatre men promised the teamsters 





Guild, with which he is an organ- | 


izer, to fill in during the emergency 
created by the dismissal of Kenneth 
Howard by the Coast loca] board. 
Latter requested Kenneth Thomson, 
executive secretary of the SAG, to 


|administer the affairs of the AGVA 
'local and Thomson put Travers in 


the post until a permanent appoint- 
ment could be made. 
When Thomson 


first appointed 


| Travers there was criticism from the 


national office in N. Y., but this 


| quickly died down when it was dis- 


cerned that Travers was doing an 
okay job. Criticism was due to the 
fact that Travers was originally a 
Hoyt-Haddock-sponsored executive 
in AGVA. Haddock appointed Trav- 


,ers executive secretary of the Philly 


local, from which Travers was sub- 
sequently ousted and sent to Chicago 
as national representative. Dismissed 
from the latter post, Travers con- 
nected with SAG on the Coast. 


NTG REVUE CANCELLED, 
BRANDT SUED FOR 206 


Jack Naples, owner of the N.T.G. 
Reviews, was ordered Monday (2) 
to serve a bill of particulars on the 
Addie Co., Inc., Sharbu Operating 
Corp., Robinson Operating Co., Inc., 
and William Brandt, whom he is 
suing for $20,250. Justice Ernest L. 
Hammer in the N. Y. supreme court 
ordered bill. 


Naples claims breach of contract, 
saying that he had made a deal with 
Brandt, operator of all three cor- 
porate defendants who control the 
Flatbush, Windsor and Carlton Thea- 

itres, N. Y., to exhibit his show at the 


December, 
of 


theatres beginning 
1939. Naples was to receive 50% 
the gross and a minimum guarantee 
of $3,300 a week. Brandt cancelled 
the agreement Nov. 24, 1939, costing 
Naples other dates he might have 


In 


' made for his revue, it is alleged. 





§. F. Stairway to Stars 
Lowers Its Talent Nut 


San Francisco, June 3. 

Joe Tenner says he has booked 
Gypsy Rose Lee into his new Stair- 
way to the Stars nitery starting next 
| Wednesday (11). Nick Lucas is cur- 
rent. 

Bookings have*’been switched from 
MCA>to Bert Levey office and nut 
|}eonsiderably reduced. 


they would ‘use their good offices’ 
to effect an. amicable adjustment 
with the musicians’ union, with 
whom the teamsters were principal- 
ly in dispute, and also assured the 
teamsters that they would see to it 
that every truck carrying musicians’ 
instruments and props en masse for 
delivery to theatres would be union- 
ized. 

Neither James C. Petrillo, presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
Musicians, nor Jack Rosenberg, prez 
of N. Y. Local 802, were invited to 
the meeting, held in the office cf 
Charles C. Moskowitz, Loew’s the- 
atre operating head. Both had been 
adamant against the teamsters’ de- 
mands, but neither could be reached 
for comment on the settlement as they 
had left for the AFM convention in 
Seattle, starting June 9. Both Pe- 
trillo and Rosenberg had flatly nixed 
the teamsters’ demands that they 
carry musicians’ instruments and 
props into theatres at the rate of 
$10 per man daily and $20 per man 
at night. 


Avert Stagehand Move 

Theatre men called the meeting 
when it was reported to them that 
the executive board of the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees was on the verge of meet- 
ing and declaring that stagehands 
must not pass the teamsters’ picket 
lines. This would have closed all 
the stage show houses in N_.Y., plus 
the legit musicals, as it had prevent- 
ed the showing the previous Tues- 
day night (27) of ‘Charley’s Aunt’ at 
the Flatbush, Brooklyn. Tom Mur- 
tha, head of stagehands’ local in 
Brooklyn and president of the Cen- 
tral Labor Council, was invited to 
the confab. He then suggested that 
the theatre men call Edward O’Don- 
nell, business agent for the team- 
sters and running the union in the 
absence of Martin Lacey, who is ill. 
O’Donnell agreed to the theatre 
men’s ideas and the pickets were 
called off by four o’clock Thursday 
afternoon. 

The previous day, William Brandt, 
of the Brandt theatres, appeared be- 
fore the executive board of the team- 
sters’ union, and by offering them 
an agreement that was adopted by 
all the major circuits the following 
day, succeeded in having the pickets 
called off from in front of the Flat- 
bush, Brooklyn, and Windsor, Bronx, 
now playing Wee & Leventhal tour- 
ing legiters. Brandt pointed out to 
the teamsters that his houses were 
affording the union unlooked-for 
work by keeping open with legit in 
the summer, but that the teamsters 
were jeopardizing the project. 


Present at the meeting in Mosko- 
witz’s office, plus Murtha and O’Don- 
nell, were representatives from War- 
ner Bros., Paramount, RKO, Roxy 


theatre, Music Hall and Center thea- 
tres in Radio City, and Brandt. 

Up until the report that the stage- 
hands in N. Y. might decide to balk, 
the IATSE men had been walking 
through the teamsters’ pickets. Thig 
brought down the wrath of the haul- 
ers’ union upon the stagehands, the 
teamsters then refusing to haul the 
scenery of legit shows in reprisal 
against the stagehands. Thus ‘White 
Cargo’ opened at the Adams, New- 
ark, sans scenery and the Shuberts’ 
premiere of ‘Snookie,’ at the Golden 
last night (Tuesday), was placed in 
jeopardy. 

IA Criticism 

It’s reported that rank and file 
members of the stagehands’ union 
criticized the order to ignore the 
picket lines of a sister American Fed- 
eration of Labor union. This may 
have prompted the IA to cali an ex- 


(Continued on page 42) 
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A. B. Marcus Blames Political Feud 


For Show's Mass. ‘Indecency Rap ... 





Pittsburgh. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Your paper and your readers have 


known A. B. Marcus and his shows | 


for many years now. We have} 


played the best theatres and circuits | 


not only in the United States but 
throughout the world. Managers) 
have been happy to welcome us| 
back and to play the show again and | 





concern: The A. B. Marcus show, as 


JURY ASKS CT. TO SHUT 
PHILLY COLLEGE INN 


Philadelphia, June 3. 
College Inn, on the campus 
of Temple University, which has 
run afoul the law on at least four 
occasions for Sunday sales of liquor, 





presented in Boston, was clean, sat- | was singled out by the May Grand 


isfying entertainment. There 
nothing of salacious or censorable 
nature in the entire show.’ 

If you desire, I would be happy 
to send literally dozens of similar 
commendations from theatres every- 
where. 


Max Finn of Springfield wrote this: 


ig | Jury last Thursday (29) for a loud. 
| blast. 


The jury, in making its final 
presentment, asked Judge Vincent A. 
Carroll to close the place for good. 

Judge Carroll promised to ‘see 


| that the place would be shut tight.’ | 
|He conferred with the director of | 
| public safety and the head of the! go south, while the trucks for the 
; | State liquor board enforcement di-| five additional troupes, are being 
again. We have a pardonable pride |‘We were well satisfied with the type |vision, yesterday 


(Monday). To-| 


Mobile Units All Set for a Tour 


— 


Of ‘Army Camp Time ; AGVA Terms 





Initial unit of the seven mobile 
shows to be sent through the Army 
camps during June by the Citizens 
Committee for the Army and Navy 
has been set—except for the star— 
and will open at Fort Bragg, N. C., 
next Monday (9), under present 
plans. Another unit is partially ar- 
ranged and, like the first unit, will 


renovated in Detroit and will be 


in the business we have done for the- |of entertainment from a moral stand- | masco’s spot, frequented by Temple ready next week. 
atres throughout the world and a/|Point as well as from a business | students, has been in trouble on nu- 


pride in the many friends we have | 
made. 
Therefore, it is unfortunate your | 
paper had to go to lengths to tell | 
about the ‘indecency’ trouble we had | 
in Springfield, Mass. There is) 
nothing indecent about the show nor 
about the Hacha San Gold Dance 
which has been performed in the- 
atres everywhere and which never 
before offended anyone. Our show 
was definitely made a scapegoat in a 
local political feud and it is unfor- 
tunate that the trade papers had to 
accept a story on the face of it, with- 
out considering the fate of A. B. 
Marcus. In a little story, the papers 
glibly tear down what it has taken 
years for me to build. 


It is unfair, don’t you think? For 
instance, here is a letter written by 
Benjamin Domingo, manager of RKO 
Boston. It reads: ‘To whom it may 





= 


standpoint. It is absolutely a clean 
and wholesome presentation. Due to 
the fact that we had some difficul- 
ties with the authorities in the May- 
or’s office prior to the Marcus show, 


| charges. 


merous occasions for defying the) 
curfew. The place has been fined | 
four times, up to $600 each, on these | 


| 


Two other spots were cited last 


Performers signed for Unit A, all 
of whom will be paid above the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
minimum of $60 a week for princi- 
pals, are Milton Douglas, m.c.; Lu- 
cille Johnson, warbler; Margot Sis- 


this show was used as a scapegoat | week to show cause why their li-| ters, acro dancers, and Ginger Har- 


when it played Springfield. This was censes should not be revoked for mon, hot chanteuse. 
most unfair to Mr. Marcus and re- | 
grettable to me. I am booking the , Manian 


Sunday sales. They were the Rou- | 


Inn, operated by Frankie’ 


same show at Worcester after play- | Bradley, ex-boxer, and the New 20th 
ing at Springfield and shall book it|Century Club, owned by Frankie 


wherever else I can. 
complete assurance that I consider 
the Marcus show on a high stand- 
ard.’ This was written to I. Rap- 
paport, of the Hippodrome, Balti- 
more. 

I believe the Marcus show has been 
treated unfairly and I am certain 
that Variety will go to bat to see 
that fair play is given where fair 
play is due. 


A. B. Marcus. 








You have my | Palumbo. 


‘Dario-Vernon Cold On 
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NOW IN THE 








BEATRICE KAY 


Starof The Gay Nineties Program 


THIRD WEEK 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE, N. Y. 


wishes 
To thank her sponsor the 


MODEL TOBACCO COMPANY 


and all those others who 
have made her stay at the 
Paramount so pleasant. 


100TH WEEK OF 
Broadcasting Every Monday 
8:30-9:00 P.M., EDST - CBS 
On the Gay Nineties Program 


Personal Manager—TOM KENNEDY 


' delegate each, raising the representa- 





| 
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Ex-White B’way Spot 
Due to Upped Terms 


Dario and Jim Vernon are ex- 
potential lessors of the Gay White 
Way (nee Cotton Club) on Broad- 
way due to revamped demands from 
Walter J. Salmon, the landlord, and 








| the creditors committee of the now 


folded George White nitery. The 
deal was around $15,000, but the de- 


'mands have since upped to around 


$27,000, from 
bowed out. 

Clifford C. Fischer who was also! 
interested likewise has now cooled, 
for the same reason. 

White is said to have bowed out 
of the spot owing more than $35,000. 
Any new lessor is expected to 
shoulder the burden of the major 
portion of this debt, with White giv- 
ing the creditors personal notes for 
the balance. 


reports, and they 











Teamsters 


Continued from page 41 








ecutive board meeting to reconsider 
the matter. 

Among theatre men there’s grow- 
ing sentiment, as a result of their 
being put in the middle of a purely 
jurisdictional squabble—one that had 
its comic opera touches in the be- 
ginning—that there’s a growing need 
for a protective theatre organization, 
possibly along the lines of the de- 
funct Variety Managers Protective 
Assn. It has been pointed out that 
theatres are now at the mercy of 
nine non-actor unions, any one of 
which, or all combined, could cripple 
the industry by either a serious jur- 
isdictional dispute or a strike against 
a theatre. 

The unions are the IATSE, Team- 
sters, Billposters, Porters, Musicians, 
Treasurers, Theatrical Managers & 
Agents, Wardrobe and Motion Pic- 
ture Operators. Plus these there are 
the two important actor unions, 
Equity and the American Guild of 
Variety Artists. 


Griffin Named 


Continued from page 41 























the national board, to which he also 
was recently elected This leaves 
still another post to be filled on the 
board by the board itself. 

At the Monday meeting, the board 
took steps to fill most of the 20 
posts left empty by the election of 
only 25 to a constitutional comple- 
ment of 45. Lucio Cristiani (Ring- 
ling Circus), and Skippy Baxter (‘It | 
Happens On Ice’), were picked to 
represent the circus and skating 
fields, respectively; Dave Fox, Hal 
Sherman, Jimmy Hollywood (Radio 
Rogues), and Joe Smith (and Dale), 
are new members at large; Helen 
Sanford and Marion Redman were 
chosen to represent chorines in 
niteries and variety houses, while 
AGVA’s 10 branches, including New 
York, were asked to pick one more 


tion of each local on the board to 
three. 

AGVA’s constitution also calls for 
five vice-presidents, but these were 
not elected at the first board meet- 
ing and probably won’t be for an- 
other four or five weeks, when the 
board will meet again, 





free, the delay in getting someone 
being caused by the necessity for 
waiting to find who is available. 


Unit B will include Lew Parker 
& Co., m.c. and stooges; Ted Lester, 
who plays a variety of musical in- 
struments, and Floria  Vestoff, 
dancer. All are working under two 
week-contracts, with Citizens Com- 
mittee guaranteeing fare back from 
the farthest point, ordinary trans- 
portation, lodging and other ex- 
penses, 

Where the second unit will play 
after it gets to Dixie hasn’t yet been 
determined, nor have routes been 
established for the five trucks which 
wil] leave Detroit. Routes are being 
made up by morale Officers in each 


corps area in consultation with mili- | 


tary chiefs in those areas to provide 
the greatest coverage in the least 
time. 

Rose’s Preview 


Decision to push full speed ahead | 


on the ‘medicine show’ mobile pro- 
gram was reached at a huddle of 
morale officers from the four east- 
ern corps areas at Fort Dix, N. J., 
last Thursday (29). Officers had 
come in the previous night to view 
a trial demonstration of the shows- 
on-trucks idea staged by Billy Rose. 

Rose put on three shows in vari- 


» Ous parts of the giant cantonment, 


with general agreement by military 
and civilian officials alike that they 
were a great success. Performers 
were Milton Berle, m.c.; Ginger Har- 
mon, songstress; Fifi D’Orsay, who 
sang and clowned with the boys; 
Jane Froman and Bill Robinson. 
Trucks, loaned by General Motors, 
are admirably suited for the pur- 
pose. Niftily repainted and fur- 
bished with drops by Army workers 
under the supervision of Arthur 
Barkow, Billy Rose’s stage manager 
and technical director at the Dia- 
mond Horseshoe, N. Y., they opened 
from the side to provide a stage 
about 13 by 18 feet. Second truck 
was used for camp orch led by re- 
cruit Herbie Fields. Only one truck 
will be used for future shows, how- 
ever, with the band on the ground. 
Crew of 15 soldiers, trained by 
Barkow, packed up the show in six 
and one-half minutes, moved it to 
another locatiofi in ‘eight minutes, 
and had it set up for the second 


Star name to) 
go out with the unit will work for | 


show 13 minutes later. Amplifica- 
tion equipment, supplied by the 
Army at Dix, will be added right to 
the trucks for the future entertain- 
ment sessions. 





Show Folds 
Hattiesburg, Miss., June 3. 

All-American Girl Show folded at 
Camp Shelby last night (Monday), 
|two months to the day after it 
‘started its tour of Army canton- 
| ments at Camp Upton, L. I., in April, 
Losses were too heavy on the $2,000- 
/a-week unit and it will return to 
|New York for a possible scaling 
'down in size to fill the two months 
|of camp dates it still has booked. 

Troops being called out of camps 
on unexpected field maneuvers was 
the final blow to the struggling 
show. It completed its 10-day stand 
| here, although on two of the days it 
played to mere handfuls of soldiers 
{when the rest were ordered into the 
'field. At Fort Benning, Ga., the 
| going was even worse. Out of a 
10-day booking, the show had to 
close for four days when the en- 
tire camp personnel was suddenly 
called out in maneuvers. 

H. E. Booker, former British im- 
|presario, who produced the show, 
| also discovered that playing some of 
the small camps he had booked was 
‘completely uneconomic, that the 
show could profitably play only the 
‘largest of the Army posts. Booker 
had planned establishing other units 
and possibly legit troupes to tour the 
‘camps, but has presumably given up 
the idea, at least until the soldier- 
‘training program settles down again 
next fall. 








Intra-Camp Dramatics 
Camp Lee, Va., June 3. 

Policy of the commandant here, 
Major Gen. James E. Edmonds, that 
there shall be no paid admish shows 
except the films at the War Dept. 
theatre, has resulted in plans to 
greatly step up intra-camp drama- 
tics. It’s hoped that a soldier stock 
company, presenting a different bill 
each week, may fill the gap. 

Sgt. Brace Conning, who did 
quantities of strawhat production 
before the Army got him, and is as- 
sistant to the morale officer, is lin- 
ing up three casts. Each will get 
two weeks of rehearsal and one of 
playing. Shows set are ‘Yellow 
Jack,’ ‘Room Service,’ ‘First Legion,’ 
‘Journey’s End,’ ‘Gold in the Hills, 
‘Emperor Jones’ and ‘Boy Meets 
Girl.’ 

There are two difficulties, how- 
ever. One is the lack of an ade- 
quate theatre and the other lack of 
coin. Recreation Hall has no facili- 
ties, while War Dept. theatre must 
be used for pictures. Army Morale 
Branch so far has had no coin al- 
lotted to it for production of plays. 

Nephew of late Charles and 
Daniel Frohman is here commanding 
a battalion. He is Lieut. Col. Louis 
H. Frohman. He is currently advis- 
ing on his battalion’s presentation of 
a version of ‘Ten Nights in a Bar- 
room,’ adapted by Francis H. Geary 
of the N.Y. Times, 
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Variety Bills 





WEEK JUNE 6 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 














Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (5) 


| 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (5) 
Major Bowes Co 


George White Show: Rhythm Rockets 








Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY | 
Paramount (4) 

Vaughn Monroe Ore 

Beatrice Kay 

Hal Sherman 

Paul Winchell 


MIAMI 
Olympia (5-8) 
C Fredericks Co 
Don Rice 
Billy Blake 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (6) 
Willie Shore 
Dave Apollon U 








Warner 








NEW bine py CITY 


Strand (5) 
Les Brown Orc 
Bea Wain 


Dixie Dunbar Co 
Bob Williams Co 
(30) 
Wayne King Ore 
Don Cummings 
Randall Sis 
Tommy Wonder Co 
Monocled Amb’dors 
Dennis Morgan 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (6) 
Tommy Tucker Ore 
——— Simon 
Jesson Bros 
Stuart Morgan 
(30) 
Ciro Rimac Ore 
Diosa Costello 
Romo Vincent 
Bea Wain 
3 Trojans 





PITTSBURGH . 
Stanley (6) 
Bob Crosby Orc 
Pitchmen 
Del Rios 
Moke & Poke 
(30) 
Stuart Morgan Co 
Wesson Bros 
Simone Simon 
Lorraine & Rognan 
Victor McLaglen 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (6) 
Victor Mclagien 
Gae Foster Gls 
Hector 
Marger 
Siggy 


Daye 

ne 

(30) 

Gae Foster Gls 
Goodrich & Nelson 
Golden Gate 4 
Lynn, Royce & V 
Siggy Lane 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY | 
Music Hall (5) 


Wynn Murray 
Joe Jackson 
June Forrest 
Ward & Lane 
Robert Shanley 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (5) 
Capt Tiebor 
Scott Sodja 
Nellie Arnaut Co 
Ben Yost Co 
Paul Ash Ore 
Apollo (6) 
Don Kirby Ore 
Viola Jefferson 
Willy Bryant 
Bob Howard 
Jackie Maybley 
Bill Baily 
Calif Revels 
AKRON 
Palace (6-9) 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
geneny Woods 
synn, Royce & V 
(One to fill) 
ATLANTIC CITy 


Hippodrome 
(8 only) 
Morey Amsterdam 
Mabel Todd 
May Wynn Co 
(Two to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (5) 
Dennis Day 
Johnny Howard 
3 Biltmorettes 
Cortello Co 
Allen & Kent Co 
State (8-11) 
Ridder Bros 
zee Dixon 
Ray & Harrison 
Saul Grauman Co 


(5-7 
Lathrop & Lee 
Marc Balléro 








Stone & Lee 
Jansleys 


Royal (6) 
Erskine Hawkins O 
Peg Leg Bates 
Jim Wong Tr 

CAMDEN 

Towers (7-8) 
Libby & Betty 
Canfield Smith 
Carroll & Howe 
Martin Bros Co 
(One to fill) 


FREEPORT 
Freeport (6) 
J & D Reading 
Paul Robinson 
Ray & Harrison 
(Two to fill) 
HARTFORD 
State (6-8) 
Int'l Casino Rev 
LOUISVITILE 
Rialto (5) 
Horace Heidt Ore 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (10-12) 
Pape & Conchita 
Bartel & Wms Co 
(Three to fill) 
(6-9) 
8 Smart Gls 
Munson & Anderson 
Herman Hyde 
6 Antaleks 
(One to fill) 
PITMAN 
Broadway (7 only) 
8 Ridder Bros 
Lee Dixon 
Ray & Harrison 
Saul Grauman Co 
WILLOW GROVE 
Willow Grove Park 
(8 only) 
Lathrop & Lee 
Munson & Anderson 
Herman Hyde 
Jansleys 
(One to fill) 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (2-4) 
George White Show 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Paiace (10-12) 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
Johnny Woods 
Lynn, Royce & V 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
eo Morris Ore 
edrito Ore 
aura Dutton 


Beachcomber 
Dick D'Amico Ore 
havez Orc 
~armen D’Antonio 
Toy & Wing 
Juanita Juarez 


Bill Bertolotti’s 
Ben Sylvio Ore 
Angelo Ore 
Frederica ~ 
Joan Benoit 
Peggy Ellits 
Edith Lambert 
Lynn & Marianne 
Elinore Rutherford 

Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Charles Strickland 
Lulu Bates 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 





Bernie Grauer 
Cafe Pierre 


Bob Knight Ore 
Patricia Ellis 


Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Eddie South Ore 

Hazel Scott 
Ammons & Johnson 
Jack Gilford 
Cafe Society 

(Village) 
Henry Allen Ore 
Kenneth Spencer 
Meade Lux Lewis 
Art Tatum 
Helena Horne 


Claremont Inn 
Joe Ricardel Ore 


Club 18 
G@ Andrews Orc 
Peter Brent Ore 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Roy Sedley 
Diana Fontaine 
Frankie Hyers 
Irene Barclay 
Corchita 
Anita Dillon 
Ann Paige 
Hazel McNulty 
Vince Curran 


Club Gaucho 
Dom Avendano Ore 


. 


Currito & Coral 
Luis Camache 
Jose Perez 
|} Rosa Rio 
| Harriet Carr 
| Renee 
Copacabana 
|Nat Brandwynne O 
|Frank Marti Ore 
Mara 
| ¥vette 
Carlos Ramirez 
DeAngelo & Porter 
Adele Norales 
Samba Sirens 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Dr Rockwell 
Mae Murray 
| Nita Naldi 
|Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
| June Mann 
| Della Lind 
|Geo Fontana 
| lila Lee 
|Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 

El Chico 


Don Alberto Ore 

Juan Martinez 

Gloria Belmonte 

Antonita 

Maria Lopez 

Charro Gil 8 
Famous Door 

Sylvan Green Ore 

Bee Kalmus 

;3 Heat Waves 

|Gayle Gaylord 

| Ford Crane 

| Princess Aloma 

'C Hoherty Gis 
Forbidden City 

Sal Cabral Ore 

Maya Keila 

Hoo Shee 

Jue Fong 

Chin Wan 
Havana-Madrid 

Froilan Maya Ore 

| Juanita Sanabria O 

Rosita Ortega 

Cesar Tapia 

Adelitas 








| Delores DeLeon 
Hickory House 

Ray Conniff Ore 

Harriet Clark 
Hotel Astor 


Tommy Dorsey Ore 

Juanita Rios Orc 

Connie Haines 

Pied Pipers 

Frank Sinatra 

Buddy Rich 

| Ziggy Elman 
Hotel Belmont 

Plaza 

| Arthur Ravel Ore 

| Joe Pafumy Ore 

| Kay Cody 

Gwen Gary 

| Sonny Tufts 

| Dacita 





Hotel Biltmore 
Ray Heatherton O 
Judy Clark 
Adrino Otero 
Eleanor Knight 
Don Carlo 
Sam Amarosi 
| Hotel Bossert 
i (Brooklyn) 
Bobby Parks Orc 
Imogen Carpenter 
| Hotel Edison 
| 
|Blue Barron Ore 

Hotel Essex House 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
| Virginia Hays 
| Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Aggie Auld 
Napua 
Leilani Iaea 
Nani Todd 
Lehua Paulson 

Hotel Lincoln 
Harry James Ore 

Hotel McAlpin 
Arturo 
Wendy Bishop 
Hotel New Yorker 
Peter Kent Ore 
Ross McLean 
Hotel 

(Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
Jose Dominguez O 
Jack Waldron 
Elenore Wood 
Hibbert, Byrd Co 
Winton & Diane 
Bunny Howard 
Ginger Dulo 
Sylvia Barry 
| Hotel Pennsylvania 
|Gene Krupa Ore 
| Bob Eberle 
Hotel Plaza 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Chiquito Ore 
Paul Haakon 
Maxine Kisor - 
Hotel Roosevelt 
| Jose Morand Ore 
| Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
|Emile Petti Ore 
| Hildegarde 
Leo Kahn 

Hotel St. George 

(Brooklyn) 
Dave Martin Ore 
Dee WilHams 


Bar of Music 


Bill Jordan 

|George Kent 

Ann dééarriett 

Tony Sharrabba 

Dick Winslow Orc 
Biltmore Bowl 

Jimmy Castle 

Titans 

‘Dorothy Brandon 

Armand & Lita 





Arturos Orc! 


Yank Porter 
Dick Fulbright 
Bill Dillard 

Hotel St. Moritz 
Ford Harrison Ore 
Lolo & Ramon 
Florence & Alvarez 
Betty Black 
Jaye Martin 

Hotel St. Regis 


'Hal Saunders Ore 
Gus Martel Orc 


Hotel Taft 


Frankie Masters O 
Phyllis Myles 


Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 

(Starlight Roof) 

Xavier Cugat Orc 





Billy Danie! 
Jimmy Brierly 


| 
| 


Dominic 


Marg’rite & M’rtinez 


Mitchell Leisen Rev Henry Monet 


| Freddie Mastin Orc Revue Parisienne 
| Kari Carroll 


Buster Shaver 
|Olive & George 
6 Debonairs 
Bery! Wallace 
Frankie Convill 
Dorothy Ford 
Mary Peterbeck 
‘Helen O'Hara 
Sunny Dale 
Reyes’ 
St Clair & Day 
Rhumba Ore 
Slate Bros 

Bill Brady 


Lillian Tours 


Sid Tomack 
Fred Scott 
Reis Bros 
Don Eddy 
Sugar Geise 


Charlie Foy 
Leonard Sues 
Jerry Lester 
Shirley Marsh 
Edaie Calvert 





| Mary Healy 


Rhumba Bd 


Manny Strand Ore 


Florentine Garden 


NTG Anniversary 


Red Stanley Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 


| Helen Harrison 


Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 


| 
| Pirates Den 


| Art 


Pegieg Happeney 
Winslow 
Bugs Wilson 
Henry Grant 


!Gaby La Fitte 


| 


| 
| 


Mie Lan 

Flo Ash 

Marjorie Raymond 
Chet Record 


Nick Cochran Ore 
Rhumboogie 


3 Rockets 

Dorothy Garbo 
Mary Brian 

Rose O'Neil 

Cee Pee Johnson O 
Joe Stevens 


Scheherazade Cafe 


David Marshall Ore Yascha Borowski 
Charlie Foy'’s Club 


Alex Morison 
Sandra Karina | 
Russian Gypsy Ore 

Seven Seas 
Lilla Kipikona 


| Sybil Thomas 
|; Benny Kaha 


Puanani Mathews 
Miki Wiki 
Charlie Openui 


'Pepita & Lucia 


| Ralph Eastwood 
Nirma Cordova 

| Leo Zollo Ore 

| Pauline Barry 


| Bill Hughes 
Alan Weod 


Minstré! Tavern 





| 
Leonora Solna | Carroll & Sally 
| Margie Rose March 
Cadillac Tavern | Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Harry Dobbs Orc Ed McGoldrick, Sr 
Cadillac Caperettes Helen Marriott 
— Neil Dieghan’s 
Barbara Leonard Cooks 
Toni Serriel La Fleur & Manners 
Henrique & Adri'’ne Phyilis Merrill 
" Havenaires (4) 
Carroll's Ray Hottinger Ore 
Charlie Gainest Ore Vespers (2) 
a y By Old Falls Tavern 
116 De Shon Dancers Helen Wilson 
Grace Gordon Billy Hayes’ Ore 
| Wilbur Rance Andy Fletcher 


| Wilbur Douglass Buck Calhoun 


' si Andy Russell 
Club 15 Jean O'Neill 
Harriet Hale Open Door Cafe 
Buzz Wilt |Grace Huston 
Leroy Maria | Lueky Bucks 


Barbara Stone 
Pauline Paige 
Catherine Schlichter 
Margie Hill 

Rose Venuti 


Di Pinto’s 
Dave Stein 
Jimmy Johnston 
Joan Carez 


| Warren Phillips 
Pen Raymond 
Jean Everston 
j Irving Braslow 
| Palumbo's 
| Kay Hamilton 
i Valley & Lynn 
| Lavernes 
apy iJ | Kay Lorraine 
Eddie King Ore | Barnett & Barclay 

Embassy | Little Joe & Jean 
Geo Clifford | Johnny Leary 

Park Casino 

Pk Casino Trou'dors 


Ore 





= 





Frank Hall 
Stephanie & Craig 








BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


NEW YORK 


EDWARD SHERMAN 


1619 BROADWAY 


COL. 5-0930 


Edith Delaney 

Margot Wells 

Peacock Gardens 

(King-of-Prussia, 
Pa.) 


Gil Fitch Ore 
Margie George 
Artie Singer 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Cecil Golly Ore 








Mildred Stoully 








o— 


a amen 





Miguelito Valdes 
Lina Romay 
Margo 

Gypsy Markoff 
Evelyn Tyner 

H Williams Trio 
Iceland Restaurant 


Ted Kddy Ore 

4 Co-Eds 

Jack Lane Co 
Elaine Jordon 
Charles & Celeste 


Kelly’s Stable 





| Billie Holiday 
Billy Daniels 
| Stuff Smith 
Clarence Profit Trio 
| La Conga 
| Jack Harris Ore 
| Noro Morales Ore 
Beatrice & Capella 
| Jay & Lou Seiler 
|; Lazara & Castell’os 
Nina Orla 
Le Coq Rouge 
| Jos Smith Ore 
| Bela Bizony 
| Rudi Timfield 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Lou Martin Orc 
Eddie Davis 
Jerry Blanchard 
Dance Players 
Clay Bryson 
Barbara Perry 
Sherry Britton 
Monte Carlo 
|Ted Straeter Orc 











|Belmont Balladeers | John Buckmaster 


Place Elegante 


| Ernest Franz Ore 
Bernice Manning 
Bill Farrell 

Joe Ravazo 

| Vincent de Costa 
|} Art Tubertini 
|Tino Donelli 


| Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 
| Ashburns 

| Rainbow Room 


Barry Winton Orc 
Sigrid Lassen 
Clemente Ore 
Mayla 
Laing & de Mille 
| Billy de Wolfe 
Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, N. J.) 
| Pancho Ore 
|C Cavallaro Ore 
Bobby May 
| Betty Bruce 
|Gower & Jeanne 
Sara Ann McCabe 
{Norah Williams 
| Carroll & Gormon 
Ruban Bleu 
| Brenda Forbes 
Eva Barjinska 
}Ross & Chittison 
Sophisticords 
Russian Kretchma 
Nicolas Matthey O 
Peter Nemiroff Orc 
Olga Ivanova 
Nastia Poliakova 
|Marusia Sava 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Senia Karavaefft 
| Michel Michon 
Mishi Usdanoff 
| Arjsiak Arafelova 
Spivy’s Roof 
Spivy 
Haywood & Allen 
Eddie Mayehoff 
| Betty Bryant 
Stork Club 


Sonny Kendis Ore 
| Ray Benson Ore 
Gloria Hope 


| Marie Spaulding 
Versailles 

M Bergere Orc 

| Panchito Ore 

| Jean Sablon 

| Doris 

|Grace McDonald 

Village Barn 

|Gene Austin Orc 

Sherrill Sis 


Park Central 


LOS ANGELES 


13 Dee's 

|Corinna Mura 
Leon & Mace 
Chuck Foster Orc 


Casa Manana 
Allan De Witt 
Ward Sis 
Calahan Sis 
Jan Savitt Ore 


Cocoanut Grove 
iMary Parker 





Neville Fleeson 


Grace Hayes 
Mavis Mims 
Rebecca Hayes 


Dolores 


Hal Chanslor 
Jean Neunier 
Gordon Bishop 
Bob Murphy 


‘It’ Cafe 





House of Murphy 


Frankie Gallagher 


| Macambo Cafe 


Humbertos Bd 
Phil Ohman’s QO 


Palladium 


re 


Al Donahue Ore 


i 
| 
Andrews Sis 
| 
| 


Paris Inn 
Kenny 


Val Oman Orc 


Keller 
Dee 


Leonard 
Dorothy 
Maurice 
Tune Tessers 
Hadley Gis 


Blackhawk 


Art Jarrett Ore 
Chris Cross 
Adrienne Dance 





Janet Fulton 
Brevoort Hot 


Henryson 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 


Ore 


& Maryea 


Marianne Arden 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 


Johnny Duffy Ore 


el 


(Crystal Room) 


8 Niblics 
Peggy Lester 

| Bob Billings 

Broadmont 

Buddy Lake 
Honey Chile 

| Betty Coeds 

|} Anita Page 
Eve Lynn 
Sally Mayer 

'Nan Hendry 
Gwen Baucher 
Irene Carter 
Charlotte 

| Sally Barr 


Herb Rudolphs Ore 


| Brown Derb 
Harriet Norris 
Juanita 
Joan Dare 
Suzanne Austin 
| Alice 
| Sammy Frisco ¢ 


| Jimmy Savage Trio 


3uckley 


y 


Perrell Dance 


jre 


Capitol Lounge 


|4 Mills Bros 
Maurice Rocco 
Louis Jordan 


Chez Paree 


Paul Whiteman Orc 


|} John Boles 
|Anna Austin 
Alice Dudley 
| Marianne 
Judy Starr 
| Evans Gls 
Colosimos 
| Ralph Cook 


Ore 


Orc | 


|Frank Quatrell 
Margo 

Brucettes 

Blake & Lambert 
Evers & Dolores 
Peppy & Peanuts 
| Tuckers 

Bobby Danders 


| Marveile Myler 
Congress Hot 


Joe Vera 


Eleanor French 


Hotel 





[ 


Lewis Sis 


el 


(Glass Hat Rm) 
(Peacock Rm) 
Drake Hotei 

Camillia House) 

Ramon Ramos Ore 


Edgewater Beach 


(Beach Walk) 
|Little Jack Little O 


| Kathleen Quinn 


Club Ball 
Alan Fielding 
Bali-lovelies 
Juanita 
Johnny Morgan 
Yvette 





| Richards & Gillette 


PHILADELPHIA 


Ore 


Peter Lind Hayes O, Johnie Bright Ore 


' 
| 


'Cully Richards 
| Benny 
| Patti Moore 


} 


Hot Lips Page Orc Dave Forrester Ore — 


| 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 


| Dorben G!s 


| 


Bobby Mathews 
Slapsy Maxies 
Ben Blue 
Lessy 
Sam Lewis 
Pat Shaw 
Al Bard Ore 
Somerset House 
Harry Ringland 
Lou Sailee 
Swanne Inn 
Slim & Slam | 
Gladys Bentley ! 
Trianon 
Duke Ellington Ore 
Wilshire Bowl 
Velascos 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 





Herb Foote 
885 Club 
Rogers & Morris 
Patricia 
Marie Austin 
Johnny Honnert 
Tony Cabot Ore | 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Ding Bell Orc 
Thelma Mitchell 
Hi Hat 
Jack Marshall 
Lillian Roth 
Jack & Jill 
Younger Gls 
Eddie Fens Ore | 
Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
4 Bards | 
Helen Sumner } 
L’ Aiglon | 
Spiros Stamos Ore 


Warner 


Fifi de Villerie 
Isobel de Marco 
Morrison Hotel 


| (Boston Oyster 
| House) 


Manfred Gotthelf 


| New Yorker 
Billy Gray 
Nan Blakstone 
Darlene Walders 
Claude & Andrea 
May Lewis 
Kretlow Gls 
Arne Barnett Oro 
Al Milton Ore 
Old Heidelberg 
Sally Sharratt 
Heidelberg Ens 
Louie 
Hans 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Jan Garber 
Eddy Howard 
Bob Evans 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Perez Four 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
|Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Charlie Barnett Ore 
Alice Kavan 
Byton Gls 
Carl Marx 


Menzer 


Rhumba Casino 

Tito Guizar 
Eddie LaBaron Orc 
Don Pedro Orc 
| Milo Perez’‘Ens 

606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gls 
Alyce Cerf 


Ceil von Dell 
Benton Twins 
Jerry Withee 


Olive Sharon 


Nannette Carmen 
Honey Bee 
Jimmy Ray 


Carrie Finnell 
Millie Wayne 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Maarcya & Gunsett 
Russell Swann 
} Juanita Juarez 

Ben Franklin 
Vera Fern 
Bob Castaine 


Jimmy Engler 
Allida & Chico Hal Fifer» 
Gail Manners 4 
Cliff Hall Roman Grille 
Fran Urban Eddy Huskins 
Susan Lang | Dick Jones 
Carlos Reyes Ore Don & Dorese 
Curt Weiler Orc Peggy Phillips 
Evergreen Casi Betty Keenan 
. . . i Rol Parker Ore 
pom Caen Rendezvous 
Nitza & Ravell } ; 
Linda March | (Hotel Senator) 
; Jean Johnstone |Erskine Butterfield 


& Weasel | 


Jene Hyman 





Vivian Vance | 


University 3 
Pat Shevlin Ore 


Spatola’s Grille 
4-U Bar Bob & The Twins 
Gloria Dale | 69th St. Rathskeller 


cn of feaioetie ie 
Brooks Sis iCasimiera Sis 


Tom Plunkett i|Gale Sheridan 
Fred Lasprelle Harry McKay 
Kay Bartell : |Shanda & Margo 
Marie Fitzpatrick Alice Ross 
Eileen Gravell | Ruth Templeton 


1523 Locust 
Marian 
Evelyn 


Tony Bennett Ore 
Silver Fleet Inn 
Virginia Lawler 


Proctor 
Bradley 


Pola Montoya Lee Kaiser 

Elaine Black Dotty Brennan 
sjubbles Shelby Dot Bollinger 

Rose Feeney Chic Lauler 

Kay Lavery Max Levin 

King’s Swing Ore Joe Lenny 

(H Walton Roof) Harry Small 
Glamour Gls | Joe Scotty 

Helen Heath | Silver Lake Inn 
Bob Russell |Maurine & Norva 
Vera Neva Geo Reed | 
Maurice & Cordoba Ajice Lucey | 


Michael Sandina Marion Melrose 
Rose G@lo 


Frank Hesse!| Ore 
Lou Morrison } . 
Neil Fontaine Ore | Stamp’s 
Jam Session | Barry, Prince & C 


Judy Toppy 


Geo Verrechia Margie Drummond 


| Mickey House | Vie Earlson 
Billy Kretchmer Lillian Fitzgerald 
| Hopkins’Rathskeller Stamp Trio 
‘ y Garner Gls 
/ anit c : 
somes Bhar Or Geo Marchetti Ore 
Viola Troy Swan Club 
Nolan Bros & Troy Ann Howard | 
Vince Carson Dimas & Anita 
| Jack Griffin Grace O'Hara 
Agnes Barry Stump & Stumpy 
Lido Venice Henry Patrick Ore 
Rose Barton 20th Century 
Young Sis |3 Peppers 
Alan Gale Kenny Shaffer Trio 
Linda Leif - Dead Enders 
Frances Carro , 
Beth Calbert Weber’s Hof Brau 
Gene Ramon Camden 
Martez & Maria Pen Bannerman 
Danny Versee Orc Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Laddy Lamont 
Little Rathskeller | pioney Famils 
Marian Powers Hollywood Blondes 
Sally Keith Saxons 
Jerry Brandow Dolores Laurell 
Jackie Hill Al Goldecker 
Sid & Janice Walker Syd Golden 
Johnny & George Jack Smith — 
Victor Hugo's Ore Signor Carmino 
j Raths’r Eldoradians 
Manoa Inn " Dave Pierson 
| Chief Tenehoa & - ° 
Judy Lane Wilson’s 
Glamour Gls (3) Ginger Lynn 
Marque & Marlys 3 Rhythm Maniacs 
Elaine & James Jimmy Rogers 
Edythe Sallade Kitaros 
Frank Cuneo Ore Dotty Villard 
Nancy Newell Joe Hough 
Mayo’ Geo Paquet Oreo 
Mayo’s hot Gatnere 
; ) ) Oo , . 
eet +s lag Yacht Club 
Paul Kane Rae & Dale 
Barbara Thaw Mar Lore 


Mildred Gilson Scarey Gavin 


4 Octaves Eddie Matthews 
Bill Bailey Mary Navis 
CLEVELAND 

Alpine Village Mary Wine 
|Gibson Co | Hotel Hollenden 
Maxine Bros, Bobby sammy Watkins O 
June, J Armstrong Rolf Passer 
Bob Copfer Marina 


| Carl Mueller |Glen Pope 

/Otto Thurn Ore Sloan & Gary 

Fl Dumpo } Hotel Statler 

Beb Manners Ore Jules Duke Orc 

Sammy Lipman j F ‘ 

Antoinettes } La Conga Club 
tamon Arias Orc 


Freddie's Cafe | Lindsay’s Skybar 
Gale Parker | 


Carol Lloyd Jaun Florer 

McClure Walters Peur!l de Lucca 

Manhattanettes Monaco’s Cafe 
Gourmet Club Jimmy Harris Ore 


Chapelle & Hannon 


Eddie Robinson Orc 
Carmelita & Lee Regal Club 
| Jean Marshail ; Ducky Malvin Ore 


Hotel Carter Southern Tavern 


! n Sprenge ! 
hurbosedton Ore | Lee Allen Ore 
Hotel Cleveland | 3700 Club 
Lang. Shompson. O . pyrper © Fremaine 
| Murgaret English Art West 
Hotel Fenway Hall Roma Huston 
'Jonnny Joyce Ore Arlene Daye 


| ‘Gay Nineties’ Rev 


‘Hugh Morton Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 6 Vanettes 
(Rook Casino) Leonard Seel Ore 


Loren Parsons : : 
Sanford Mandel Northwood Ing 


Bobby Allen Anita Jacobi 
Barry Wilkinson |" nr Senillicg 
Motor Bar arry sca 
Vie yx ) Roshee & Lee 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Bowe ’ : 
ee ar Olde Wayne Clab 
ye a8) 7 
Mige Williams settee Semen See 
ar ellis McColl Sis 
or prema dl Bernice Bishop 
Belmont Bros ' Hoffman Bros 
8 Berdun Jitterbugs Palm Beach 
Arden Dane Carl Denny 
Dian Rowland | Warner & Valerie 
Johnny King Velyn Hague 
Chas Carlisle c 


Ethel Shepherd 

,Hal & Dolly 

|} Don Pablo Ore 

| Huck's Redford Ina 

Mac McGraw Ore 
Club Royale 


Resh Ore 
Casanova 
Durand & Barry 
Carol Crane 
Jack Drayton 
Virginia Rendel 


Benny 


Bernie Green Donald Novis 
Laura Jean | Margie Knapp 
Lee Walter Ore Winnie Hoveler Gla 


| Lloyd & Willis 
4 H'’wood Blondes 
Stan Norris Ore 
Saks Show Bar 
| Sharon Lynn Gls 
Buddy Lester 
Curtiss & Claire 
Staples & Cerny 
Lyle Carlyle Ore 


Corktown Tavern 


Beef Trust 

Good & Goodle 
Prof Crump 
Orlando 

|The Wests 

| Jackie Del Rio 
Dick Haviland 
Les Arquette Ore 


Hund’s | Statler Hotel 
3 Old Timers Sande Williams Ore 
Manuel Lopez 


San Diego 


London Chop House George Presnell 


Tonia Valent! Al Alexander Ore 
Chet Everhart Udell & Daye 
Ruby Ore Burns Bros 
Club Mar-Jo | Dolly Dawn 
Nelson Marionettes | Sarto . Marvin 
Guy Cherney Verne’s 


| gt Dennis Sis 

| Kdna Marie 

| Paul Burk 

I Dick Hughes 

| Harry Collet Ore 


Whittier Hotel 


Dancing Gaylords 
Merritt Lamb Ore 


Morocco 


Buddy Duray 


Joe Foder Ore 
Madelon Baker (Gold o> Room) 
Nebiolo’s Herman ine 


Di Giovanni Wonder Bar 


Frederick & Collins Sammy Dibert Ore 
Phelps & Cullenbine | Castrillos 


PITTSBURGH 


| Danny Bridges 

} Frances Stone 
New Penn 

Gay Carlisle Ore 

Stephanie & Craig 

Teddy Ryan 

Harry Taylor 

| Kewpie Dolls 
Nixon Cafe 


Anchorage 


Maynard Deane | 
Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
Balconales 
Joe Mowry Ore 
Bill Green's 
Bestor Ore 


Don 


, . Al Marisco Ore 
Boogie-Woogie Club y 0) Garter 
Boog Sherman Enrica & Novello 


Maxie Simon Dancing Debs 


Harry Comorada | Nut House 
Buddy Blaine Pe : 
Tubby Miller | Sherdina Walker O 
Reggie Dvorak em ooo 
. }20e@ s1iein 
Club Petite | George Gregg 
Piccolo Pete Ore | Evelyn Nellis 
Betty Smiley Kay RPalfe 
Art Schamberg Paulson 
Dick Winkler Charley Adams 
Warren & Durkin | Oasis 
| Cork and Bottle | joe Villella Ore 
Lloyd Fox | John Conte 
El Chico Joe Consolo 
Ramoni Ore Stu Braden 
Rossi Sis Berry Anne 
Virginia Ramos Orchard 
Talavera Tr Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Hotel Fort Pitt Jay Loring 
Ken Bailey Ore |Chuck Miller 
Johnny Mitchell Pines 
Jessica Wheatiey Howard Becker Ore 
Horry Walton P ‘ 
Irma Guthrell Redd’s Cafe 





|Curly Stewart Ore 

Eddie Myers 

Gerry Parks 

Billy Vilier 
Trelon 

4 Aces 

Max Tarshis 

Flo Parker 


Hotel Hen | 
(Silver Grill) | 
Billy Merle Orc ' 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Bess Saunders 


Ida lola | Marianne 
Everett Haydn : : 
Betty Denahoe | Yacht Club 
Al Devin | Archie Tarshis Ore 
tyergreen Gardens Ha! Le Roy 
a = . Jackie Heller 
Revelers M & B Whalen 
me Sweet | Bob King 
spa eel Shirley Heller 
Margie Dorla . 
: Sky-Vue 
tel Roosevelt 
, _— 1oO Bobby Annis Ore 
0 sar re " 
Shirley Jeane Union Grill 
. oe | 
el Schenle Art Yagello 
} mat 7 | Frank Natale 
—y 'y eee | Mike Sandretto 
tita Seama : 
Buzz Mayer Villa Madrid 
Jack Caihoun | Etzi Covato Ore 
Hotel Wm Penn | Mark Lane 
Jon Tio 


(Continental Bar) Kollette @ Deane 


W anda Marcia Wayne 

Escorts | Harriet Brent 
Kennywood Park (4 Jerks 

Jimmy Joy Ore West View Park 

Betty Burns Clyde Knight Ore 

| Art London Janet Lee 

Lorenzo & Vicki Herb Rohrer 

Bobby Whaling Co Watkins Circus 
Merry-Go-Round Willows 


Bubbles Becker Ore! Art Farrar Ore 


BOSTON 


Beachcomber 
|Nye Mayhew Ore 


oe 
Ste 


lla Ray 
Jane Winton 


Sandro D'Arnez Ore|J¢™ry Manners 

a Phelan | Cocoanut Grove 

jave Forman j 

Boots McKenna Rev | Mickey Alpert Ore 
| Don Rico Ore 


Andrina 

Nixon & Andre 

Blinstrub’s | Hilly Paine 

| Karl Rohde Ore | Martha Burke 
Boyd Heathen | Peggy Fears 
Roberta Jonay Shayne & Armatr’g 


| Wally Wanger Rey 
| Bernie Fazioli 


|Nina Olivette Ada Co 
| Allen Murray Linda Moody 
|Flagge & Arnold Hassan, 24 


| Nick & V Collins 
j Casa Manana 
|}Lou Carter Ore 


| (Melody Lounge) 
} Marcia Dean 
Newell « Steger 


Devid Ballentine 

| Johnny McAtteer Crawford House 
Bob Nelson | Ray Collins Ore 
Pape & Conchita Miriam Johnsora 


Bill & E Hershey 
Casa Manana Gis 
Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Orc 
Bernie Bennett O 
Elizabeth Martin 
; Ruth Clayton 
2 Barkers 
Club Vanity Fair | Hil-Hat 
Kas Nira Ore (Pete Herman Ore 


(Continued on page 55) 


Crawfordettes 
Rosita Royce 
Jimmy Husson 
Ray Pike 
Sweetie Pie 


fox & Hounds 
Milton George Ore 
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STATE, N. Y. 


| 





Gus Arnheim Orch (13) with 
Kay Vernon, Andy Russell; Jackie 
Miles, Trixie. Rosario and Antonio, 
Barbara Blaine; ‘That Hamilton 
Woman’ (UA). 





Solid hour of entertainment. With 
Gus Arnheim’s surprisingly good 
band and a hard hitting m.c., Jackie 
Miles (New Acts), plus the Rosario 
and Antonio duo and Trixie’s out- 
standing juggling, the stage portion 
of the State’s layout ably supports 
‘That Hamilton Woman.’ Coupling 
should turn up a good figure at the 
b.o. 

Combinations of hoops, large rub- 
ber balls and plates make up Trixie’s 
opening juggling turn. Gal has been 
balancing her props for a long time, 
and repeated reviewing takes none 
of the edge off her teeoff spot. Forte 
is juggling one ball on a small stick 
held between her teeth. 

Rosario and Antonio present un- 
usual, but talented, fresh versions of 
Latin terps. Apparently the steps 
they work on are authentic castanet- 
heel-and-toe routines. They’re done 
in easily digestible rhythm. Pair 
displays a wealth of energy and a 
liking for their dances, which goes 
far toward racking up solid returns. | 
Took an encore at show caught. 

A few weeks out of George White’s | 
shuttered Gay White Way spot on) 
Broadway, Arnheim's band shows up 
as an outfit that fits easily into a 
modern groove. Date is Arnheim's 
first N. Y. theatre stand in years ‘he 
has been on the Coast). Composed 
of five sax, three rhythm, three 
trumpets and one trombone, the out- 
fit uses highly enjoyable and saleable 
arrangements, showing itself to be 
clean-playing and extensively re- 
hearsed. Among the saxes Arnheim 


Edwin C. Hill, Boake Carter and 
H. V. Kaltenborn. Tosses in a 
Bonnie Baker for good measure. 

Favorite with audience is Frankie 
Carle;awho handles the ivories in the 
band. Won heavy hand for ‘Inter- 
mezzo’; his own ‘Sunrise Serenade’ 
and ‘Hindustan.’ Larry Cotton sings 
‘My Sister and I’ in nice tenor, and is 
joined by Mimi Cabanne on ‘Lady 
in the Dark.’ Ronnie Kemper sings 
‘Cecelia’ and ‘Good Bye Now,’ which 
he has been plugging to radio audi- 
ences for some time. Fred Lowery 
is solid with his whistling of ‘Flight 
of the Bumble Bee.’ Jerry Bowne 
sings his own composition ‘Friendly 
Tavern Polka.” Heidt takes the 

iano while band joins on vocal ‘In 
dieansalie Town,’ a tune with 
switchable lyrics adaptable to all 
dates. 

Closing time is given over to 
‘Answers by the Dancers,’ during 
which people chosen from the audi- 
ence fill in the blanks of questions 
asked from musical cues provided by 
the orchestra. 

Heidt has a company of performers 
who can double at almost everything 
and he keeps them working all the 
time, thus achieving a fastmoving 
show. Its appeal is based on novelty 
more than on musical fare, a cinch 
to make good in any house. Kiley. 

KEITH’S, BOSTON | 


Boston, May 29. | 








| 


| with three numbers, 


STANLEY, PITT 





Pittsburgh, May 30, 
Victor McLaglen, Simone Simon. 
Lorraine and Roynan, Wesson Bros. 
(2), Stuart Morgan Dancers (4), 
Max Adkins House Orch (16); 
‘Millon Dollar Baby’ (WB). 





Plenty of marquee strength for 
holiday week and plenty of enter- 
tainment, too, with supporting acts 
being principally responsible for the 
latter. However, Simone Simon, 
who looks iike a million bucks, net, 
these days, is something of a sur- 
prise as a singer. Last time she was 
here, year ago at Nixon in ‘Three 
After Three’ for $3.30, her voice was 
so slight customers in the back rows 
thought they had suddenly been 
stricken with deafness. Stanley 
mike, of course, helps, but that’s not 
the whole answer. Experience, more 


assurance and additional study have | 


probably been chiefly responsible 
for turning the trick. 

Now she sounds as if she had been 
warbling in front of an audience all 
her life. Always a looker, she has 


glamour plus at the moment, with’ 


hair down to her shoulders, and 


a smash reception. Perfectly at 
ease and working in street garb, Bol- 
ger’s approach is informal, his patter 
| and o clicking as solidly as his 
admittedly amazing stepping. 

, Quipping he’s present not for per- 
sonal appearance with ‘Sunny,’ in 
which hes featured, but ‘to work,’ 
he burlesks a Hollywood preem with 
its customary inanities. Then goes 
into an old-fashioned soft-shoe dance 
which he milks for socko laughs, 
topping himself successively with a 
pantomimed Spanish acrobatic dance, 
a flock of trick breaks and stumbles 
to the tune of ‘Let’s Make Believe,’ 
a gag political speech and miscel- 
laneous comedity bits. Works plenty 
hard, with audience satisfied to let 
him keep going until exhausted. At 
show caught Bolger was spotted in a 
long closing slot. Usually at this 
house a dance act or line number 
polishes off. 

Girls appear only once, opening in 
with a parasol routine to make way 
for Chester Dolphin, mild balancing 
‘juggler, Dorn Brothers and Mary, 
collegiate trio and Faye and Well- 
ington, smooth dance team. 


First show-stopper is Bob Parrish, 
Negro, who has nifty pipes and is 


gives out in a rich, : ogy voice |smooth as silk. Opens with a vigor- 


nango,’ from ‘Meet the People’; ‘My 


| Sister and I,’ and for a bow-off ‘I! the 
| Got to Get Hot.’ First is by all odds River.’ 


her best, second isn’t bad, but closer 
is the weakest, and she should look 
around for a new one. Otherwise, a 


hi Chi Caste- , 


{ 


,ous ‘I Live the Life I Love,’ debuts 


Irving Mills’ new ‘Stay Away From 
S.A.’ and closes with ‘Swanee 
Could easily stay longer, and 
should. 

Comic Don Zelaya, with piano and 
patter, is spotted just ahead of Bol- 


Count Berni Vici ‘Pan-American showy dame with an okay act. And ger. Rotund tunester uses a medical 


Revue’ with all-girl orchestra (12), 
Line (8), Paul Kirkland & Co. 
Mary Gloria & Danille, 


and Bebe, Sandy Lang & Co. (3),| 


one screen name who makes no ref- 


RKO, ‘Devil and Daniel Webster,’ 


Will and Gladys Ahearn; ‘Paper Still to be released. 


Bullets’ (Prod) and ‘The Gay Vaga-, 
bond’ (Rep). 








Count Berni Vici’s unit has been 


Miss Simon’s nice click was made 
under difficulties, since it’s not easy 
to follow an act like that of Lor- 
raine and Rognan, who open the 
show. First time for this turn around 


|chart to illustrate musical tones in 
(2), erence to any of her pictures, not|the human body, a routine which 
Rochelle even the film she’s just finished for flirts with blue but is loaded with 


bellyshakers. Perfect act for a 


'Frisco audience. 


Male half of Faye and Wellington 
_dance team took a dangerous spill at 
‘the opener when a prop chair slipped 

during a wingover in a ballroom 


STATE-LAKE, CHI _ 


> 





Chicago, May 31. 
Don Hooten, Dolly Arden, White 
Guards (8), Lalage, Prof. Lamberti 
(2), Willie Shore, Walter Davidson & 
House Orch; ‘Free & Easy’ (M-G). 





Outstanding is m.c. - comedian 
Willie Shore, who’s been brought 
back to the house within three weeks 
of his last date. For several years a 
solid attraction in the town’s top 
cafes, Shore now is coming to the 
fore rapidly for anybody’s stage. 

, Shore today represents a comedian 
with great all-around ability, being 
a basically fine performer and with 

material and average breaks should 
register further. 

He works hard, introducing the 
acts and working with many of them, 
| particularly the White Guards for 
comedy and then winding up on his 
own with a fine comedy and dancing 
act. His dancing suggests consider- 
able background. 

Don Hooten opens with some rope- 
|twirling. All more or less stereo- 
typed and well-known, it takes 
plenty of buildup and milking to 
get any sort of a rise out of this au- 
'dience. Dolly Arden presents a good 
|enough acrobatic dance specialty to 
‘fit in neatly. Ben Yost’s ubiquitous 
male vocalists are known here as 
the White Guards, an octet that goes 
‘through the same vocal routine 
, which has been standard through the 
| years, the constantly repeated ‘Stout- 
|hearted Men,’ ‘Lover, Come Back to 
| Me,’ ‘Song of the Musketeers’ and of 
| course, the college medley. This au- 
dience liked it, however. 

Prof. Lamberti has enough show- 
'manship to go over with the average 
mob. The knockabout xylophone 
clowning has its laughs and the audi- 
'ence enjoyed it well enough. Lalage 
is a ring performer who goes over 





uses a straight soprano, which injects playing around, and when it came in| 


acrobatic turn. Recovered quickly neatly, particularly on the one-arm 


a slight Glenn Millerish touch, but 
not enough to label it a copy of 
Miller’s style. 

Despite those five saxes and only 
four brass and three rhythm, it is 
not a sweet band. Neither does it 

o to the other extreme. It steers a 
istenable middle course, under tasty 
rhythmic tempoes. Leader does not 
project himself into the spot either, 
remaining in an unobtrusive niche 
except for announcements and the 
medley of his own tunes, for w 
he pianos near the close. 

Kay Vernon, femme vocalist, wins 


here two acts joined the show—Will | 
& Gladys Ahearn and Rochelle and | 
Bebe. | 


here, and they can come back any’ 
time they like, judging from the’ 
palm-pounding this afternoon. Gal’s 
a screwball comedienne with lots on | 


The Ahearns, playing next-to-close, the ball, and her partner has an 
get good response to their unique | easygoing manner that’s light heart- | 
rope-twirling routine, which finishes | ed, funny and entirely ingratiating. | 


off in a neat duo dance with a large Material is fresh and has the quality Uncle Ezra and the tobacco auc- 
lariat encircling them. Miss Ahearn, of soundnig almost spontaneous, and _tioneer. 
does a brief toe terp with a rope.| their dance satires are socko all the over and the gal shows promise as 
and Will takes a longer solo spot for; way. Not many two-acts today have | possible material for decorating a hot 


his line of chatter, accompanied by’ as much as Lorraine and Rognan, 


the patter are okay. | 


Rochelle*and Bebe come on mid-| Brothers (one of them, Gene, looks 


hich Tope stunts, Both the twine tricksand | and they’re headed for places. 


Following Miss Simon, Wesson 


and earned an extra hand from the turnover. 

customers. Pair, with boy using tails,, Biz good at the first show Saturday 

topper and cane, and girl in blue | (31), Gold. 

carrying parasol part of time, main- 

tains a smooth, fast, sweeping tempo. 
Collegiate Dorns and Mary ge Tor 

jive and imitations, including F.D.R., 





ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
Sophie Tucker, with Ted Shapiro, 
Consolo and Melba, Gene Sheidon & 
Co., The Kings, Barney Grant, 
Jimmy Alexander, Gay Moran, Al 
Lyons Orch, ‘Knockout’ (WB). 





Youthful zest puts them 


Wern. 


HIPP, BALTO 


band. 





approval with ‘I Understand’ in neat way and make a fair showing with , after the m.c. chores) come on for 
voice and delivery. Only sour note the two comedy ballroom routines.| what they call their two-in-one sa- 
in Arnheim’s end is the vocaling of Vici’s production is, as usual, color-| tire. It’s supposed to be a series of 





Baltimore, June 1. 


With Sophie Tucker topping the 
show, Orpheum this week comes the 





drummer Andy Russell. His voice 
is untrained, he doesn’t know how to 
use a mike and is too loud and force- 
ful with tunes such as ‘Amapola’ and 
‘Walkin’ by the River.’ 

Barbara Blair breaks into the 
band’s portion with a short, but ef- 
fective, routine of high kicks, etc., 
under the intro ‘The Dance Oriental.’ 
Makes for a neat change of pace. 

Wood. 


ful and flashy with a generous quota 
of beauts in the line and specialty 
numbers. Big flash is Sandy Lang 
and Co., roller skaters ripping off an 
exciting routine on a special plat- 
form equipped with strobolites. 


Mary Gloria and Danille also score 
in two ballet turns—one in gilt paint 
as a feature of the ‘Indian Fantasia’ 
and again in a ‘Mechanical Ballet.’ 
Lighting, scenery and costumes rate 


| okay. 


| 


The all-femme band is competent, 


LYRIC, INDPLS. | but on show caught was pumping out 


| 





Indianapolis, May 30. 
Horace Heidt Orch with Larry 
Cotton, Mimi Cabanne, Frankie Carle, 
Fred Lowery, Burton Pierce, Red 


with ear-bending volume that came 
close to nerve wracking. 

Paul Kirkland clicks in the deuce, 
getting giggles and gasps for his 
ladder balancing and the hokum 


| 


| though they precede it with the nec- | 





impersonations with one of them 
doing the voice and the other the fa- 
cial expressions, but they drop that 


after ‘Wally Beery’ and go their sep- 
arate ways until the Charlie Mc-' 
Carthy-Edgar Bergen bit, which 


would be a show-stopper on any 
man’s bill. They’re nice looking 
young fellows, and turn has smash 
written all over it, either in a thea- | 
tre or on a nitery floor. Boys’ only 
mistake is their twin take-offs on 
FDR and Mrs. Roosevelt, and, al- 


essary apologies, etc., that sort of 
thing seems in extremely bad taste 
these days. Didn’t seem to matter 
few months ago, but times have 
changed. 

Next-to-closing spot is reserved for 


Ferrington, Ollie O’Toole, Donna and cChair-balancing involving a leggy Victor McLaglen, and he’s a boom-| 


with Tom closest it has in years to the oldtime 
with which 


‘N.B.C. Radio Rodeo’ 
Howard & George Shelton, Ruthie two-a-day vaudeville, 


Barnes, Powers’ Singing Models the house was long identified. La 
(3): Norman Young, The Four Tucker was in excellent form at to- 
Polka Dots, Jimmy Wallington, day’s opener and for 27 minutes kept 
Felice Iula House Orch (13); the near-capacity audience tied up 
‘Sunny’ (RKO), Baer-Louis fight and wildly cheering. It was a grand 
films. |reception for a grand entertainer 


|and the ovation which greeted her 
| This highly potent layout, gener- | initial Los Angeles stage appearance 
ally associated with radio, has been in several years must have warmed 
labeled ‘N.B.C. Radio Rodeo’ and is her heart, 

being advertised in conjunction with, Most of her material is brand new 
current jump of Station WBAL here for local theatre audiences, and the 
to 50,000 watts. A trifle overboard way the pay customers ate it up was 
on music, setup nevertheless packs unmistakable evidence that Soph has 
considerable entertainment, nicely jost none of her oldtime ability to 
highlighted by _ practiced comedy entertain. She wowed ’em with 
turn of Tom Howard and George topical patter songs, popular num- 
Shelton. bers and then for a grand finale 





With house orch, ably sticked by 


her Don Juans, Ronnie Kemper, 
Jerry Bowne; ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB). 


About two years ago Horace Heidt 
and his crew moved into the Lyric 
for a week’s stay and set the all- 
time house record of $18,200 at 40c. 
top. Then, it did five shows Friday, 
six on Saturday and Sunday, then 
back to five on Monday and Tuesday, 
and with the record in sight, spurted 
back to six shows for the Wednes- 
day and Thursday finish. Running 
time was cut fo 45 minutes on the 
heavy-schedule days, with the audi- 
ence moved into the orch pit, and on 
to the stage at some of the per- 
formances. The house management 
predicted at that time that the rec- 
ord would never be broken at the 
same prices since 62,000 people came 
into the 1,900-seat house during the 
week. 

Heidt has been back since and 
done okay, but nothing near his 
former mark. This time, he is de- 
termined to better his old mark, and 
has a 50c. top to help him. The ex- 
tra dime should make a difference of 
about $3,000 in his favor over the 
former price scale. Loew’s, opposi- 
tion house, conveniently played his 
picture ‘Pot o’ Gold’ the week before 
the Lyric opening, and while Loew’s 
didnt get rich on the date, the extra 
publicity couldn’t help but give 
added impetus to the present box- 
Office tallies. At show caught Fri- 
day (30) running time was 68 min- 
utes, but this was reduceé to 58 min- 
utes to get in an extra performance 
over Saturday and Sunday. 

Donna and Her Don Juans open 
with “‘“Hut-Sut Serenade’ while Heidt 
roves the audience to get participants 
for his ‘Answers by the Dancers’ 
idea, which he uses as a _ closer. 
Burton Pierce does some original toe 
and heel work, and also gives his im- 
pression of Bill Robinson, Fred 

Astaire, Eleanor Powell and finishes 
with a Gypsy Rose Lee peel. Red 
Ferrington, who is used mostly to 
laugh up Heidt’s quips, has a spot 
of his own to vocalize an Irish 


girl partner. Fox. 


STEEL PIER, A. C. 


(MUSIC HALL) 





| Atlantic City, June 3. 

Milton Berle, Dinah Shore, Ben 
Yost’s Singers (8), The Jansleys (4) 
Tip-Tap-Toe, Eddie McKnight’s 
House Orch; ‘The Great American 
Broadcast.’ 





ing, friendly fellow whose material 
needs a hypo. If he had asked this 


| afternoon whether there was a doc- 


|tor in the house, a dozen writers 
would probably have stood up. Some 
of the stuff with a half-pint stooge, 





who, by the way, does a corking 
Edward G. Robinson, is faintly amus- 
ing, but there’s not enough of it to 
fill a good-sized decay, let alone 10 
minutes. McLaglen pulled a great 
hand at entrance and took it big off 
at side of mike before going into 
turn, but the guy’s so matter-of-fact 
about it all there’s no offense. Just 


It’s a knockout show Milton Berle a4 shame he didn’t equip himself bet- 


put on for the holiday weekend, 


ter before setting out on his p.a. 


which officially opens the season at Encore, closing scene from his Acad- 


this shore resort. When caught Sun- 
day (1), after his sixth show that 
day, he was still going strong and 
getting a big hand at each appear- 
ance. And he made many appear- 


emy Award picture, ‘The Informer,’ 
is meaningless minus a _ celluloid 
frame and definitely out of place. 
Closing has the Stuart Morgan 
Dancers in their spectacular adagio, 


ances—showing up in every act on with the three husky guys doing 


the bill and emceeing as well. 


His bantering with the audience, 
gags and batch of new yarns drew 
rounds of applause from the crowded 
hall, seating 6,500. In introducing 
Dinah Shore, he had customers giv- 
ing big hand and cheers before gal 
made any appearance. Her numbers, 
‘Amapola,” and ‘My Sister and I,’ 
were enthusiastically received, and 
at audience request she did ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter’; which scored 
heavily. 

Ben Yost and his Varsity Singers, 
returning for another season, re- 
ceived warm welcome and sang 
familiar numbers, Again Berle 
joined this group for big response. 

The Four Jansleys put on a good 
act in fast and furious acrobatics, do- 


' 
} 


| 
| 


ing some double somersaults and back | 
flips which went over big. Tapping! 


out some snappy rhythms, Tip, Tap 
and Toe came in for four ws. 
Berle was also in this act and drew 
plenty laughs with his ‘ferryboat’ tap 
dance. 

Besides the vaude, the feature and 
Louis-Buddy Baer fight pictures, 
there were Bob Crosby’s orch play- 
ing in the Marine Ballr 


| 


their best to tear the frail little 
blonde dame apart. Sort of stuff 
that has the audience talking deep 
gasps of breath and a mightily ef- 
fective curtain. Max Adkins’ house 
band is on the stage, serving the 
needs of all and sundry effectively, 
and getting one inning at the begin- 
ning of the show to dish out a few 
hot licks. Band number gives sev- 
eral soloists, Adkins on his educated 
clarinet included, a moment or two 
in the spotlight. 

Biz off, but it’s always that way 
hereabouts on the first show of a 
holiday afternoon. Cohen. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 





> 

San Francisco, May 28. 
Ray Bolger, Bob Parrish, Don 
Zelaya, Chester Dolphin, Faye and 
Wellington, Dorn Bros. & Mary (3), 
Charles Kaley, House Orch (13), 
Peggy O’Neill Girls (12); ‘Sunny’ 

(RKO) and Baer-Louis fight pix. 





Proof that films have never yet 


oom, Alex utilized full abilities of Ray Bolger | 


mediey. Ollie O’Toole follows-with Bartha’s house band, and the water is demonstrated on the Gate stage 


some nicely timed impressions, of circus—all included in the 75c. ad- this 


radio news commentators, including 


mission. Carter. 


week, where the bamboo-legged 
former vaude star clowns his way to 


Felice Iula, brought on stage, lineup 

|opens with okay reception for 
Jimmy Wallington, who, mixing in 
a gag or two as he goes along, keeps 
things moving nicely enough from 
getoff by Ruthie Barnes, tapster, 
who whacks out a brace of well-sold 
routines, 

Deuce serves to bring on Norman 
Young, youthful localite (New Acts), 
in short session of vocals nicely 
spotted and well received. Makes 
good spot for Four Polka Dots to 
follow with socko four-way har- 
monica arrangements above the aver- 
age stuff employed by similar turns. 
Puneh out intricate workings of 
‘Comin "Round the Mountain,’ 
‘Frenesi’ and, as a bell-ringing finale, 
the classic ‘Dance of the Comedians’ 
|from ‘The Bartered Bride.’ Quartet 
would gather considerable stature 
with more formal dressing instead of 
the sweaters now attempted. White 
ties and tails and a change from 
present corny handle would hoist 
them out of the ordinary. 

There’s enough music on the bill 
without the singing act that follows, 
but the Powers’ Models take it in 
stride with plenty to spare. Trio of 
lookers deliver to the very hilt. A 
smartly planned act, girls open with 
some special material, after which 
a three-way rendition of ‘What the 
Country Needs’ leads into solo con- 
| tributions of ‘Melancholy Baby’ and 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter.’ Intro 
of Jay Levison, pianist, as composer 
| 


|ing vocal of that number, which 
| €arns a series of bends and a begoff. 
| Closing spot reserved, and rightly 
|S0, for Howard and Shelton, is made 
| to order for the material ably han- 
dled by the vet comics. Effort of 
Howard to tell an off-color story in 
spite of frequent and well-timed in- 
terruptions by Shelton won many 
laughs. They had to return for some 
added gagging. 
Biz very solid. 





Burm. 
od 


Jimmy Luneceford’s musical crew 
opens today (Wed.) at the Orpheum 
jin Los Angeles. Ella Fitzgerald’s 
| femme orch moves into the same 
house June 25. 


of ‘Good Bye Now,’ precedes clos- | 


wound up with her standby, ‘Some of 
These Days.’ There were many old- 
time devotees of the heyday of vaude 
in today’s audience and to them, es- 
pecially, it proved a royal treat. As 
usual Ted Shapiro accompanied at 
the piano. 


| Show opens with a brief and 
snappy overture by the Al Lyons 
orch, followed by Jimmy Alexander, 
one of the recent winners in the 
‘Hollywood Showcase’ radio program. 
Alexander has a pleasing and volu- 
minous tenor, a likeable personality 
and ability to put over song num- 
| bers, but his forte appears to be on 
the ether lanes. In contrast is Gay 
Moran, also a ‘Showcase’ winner, 
| who electrifies with swing warbling, 
accompanied by gyrations that stamp 
her as an all-round performer. She 
is full of pep and energy and scores 
' decisively. : 

Barney Grant, billed as a Missouri 
hillbilly, opens the regular stage 
show. He has been caught before but 
today uncorked a new type of song 
delivery that immediately caught the 
mob’s fancy. Grant has an exception- 
ally good line of chatter, his vocals 
are in keeping with the character he 
portrays, and his fast line of stepping 
easily warranted the recall which he 
was accorded. 

Experts in ballroom terpsichore 
are Consolo and Melba, unmistake- 
ably Latins. Both are graceful and 
their steps are executed with pre- 
cision and dexterity. For their third 
routine they dance to a somewhat 
slower tempo, the while an offstage 
| voice accompanies with a ballad. The 
| pair registers decisively. 
| Gene Sheldon, standard comedy 
| banjoist with a deadpan expression 
which he occasionally varies with 
| silly grimaces, drew a lot of laffs. 
|The company comprises a femme 
foil. Upon her appearance act sort 
of deteriorates into hokum, with 
| Sheldon having too much. of a tend- 
/ency to use the tongue-sticking gag. 
However, the audience guffawed, 
‘particularly at his pantomime. 
ido >. up the show are The 
‘Kings, trio of acrobatic balancers. 
who provide a novel turn and whc 
| were accorded rounds of applause. 

Edwa. 


s 
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~ EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 30. 
Ciro Rimac Orch (10) with 
Charley Boy, Alzira Camargo, Estrel- 
lita, Diosa Costello, Bea Wain, Romo 
Vincent, Trojans (3); Lou Schrader’s 
House Band (18); ‘Singapore 
Woman’ (WB). 








It's a 50-50 bill at the Earle this 

session, half Broadway with the 
other part south-of-the-border. The 
honors go to the Manhattan contin; 
gent, however. 
Romo Vincent makes his first ap- 
earance in Philly since he left Jack 
h’s local bistro to make a stand- 
out success at Gotham’s Beach- 
comber. Romo proves to be one of 
the most entertaining acts seen here 
in many a moon. He kids his avoir- 
dupois to a fare-thee-well, singing a 
ludicrous new tune, ‘I’m too Big for 
the Army and Navy,’ which brought 
howls to the hundreds of men in 
khaki in the aud. 

In addition to emceeing the stage 
show handily, Vincent proves he has 
an excellent voice as well as a rib- 
tickling delivery, with his clicko 
baritoning of ‘Blow, Gabriel, Blow’ 
and ‘Last Roundup.’ 

Bea Wain is another bright spot 
with her okay chirping in the sweet 
and hot manner. Her reception re- 
flects her radio following, with the 
fans applauding in advance as she 
announced her air faves. She had 
to give with five tunes before they 
allowed her to bow-off: ‘Amapola,’ 
‘My Sister and I,’ ‘Things I Love,’ 
Deep Purple’ and ‘Bounce Me 
Brother With a Solid Four.’ Windup 
tune brought the heaviest palm-| 
thumping. 

The Trojans are a topnotch tum- 
bling team who perform bewildering | 
mid-air somersaults with ease. Lou 
Schrader’s pit crew accompanies the 
first half of the 90-minute stage show 
handily. 

Ciro Rimac’s band pries open the 
second part with a medley of Latin- 
American tunes, with Charley Boy 
and Estrellita illustrating the various 
native dances. Rimac’s aggregation 
has grown in stature as an entertain- | 
ment unit since it made its appear- 
ance almost a year ago at the Club 
Bali, Philly. | 

Alzira Camargo proves to be a 
carbon copy Carmen Miranda, sing- 
ing Brazilian ditties in Miranda style 
and even wearing the tricky regalia 
of the ‘Brazilian Bombshell.’ 

Diosa Costello milks her act. 
Starting off with a series of hip- 
weaving, ear-tingling Cuban son- 
nets, she spoils the effect by taking 
too many encores, adding nothing on 
her return but a continued mugging 
and prancing around the stage with 
her posterior at an odd angle. 

House almost filled when reviewed 


p 
Lync 


(Friday supper show). Shal. 
EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





; Tempo, sound and depth of Amer- 
ica’s awakening to the peril of the 
spread of the Nazi holocaust is im- 
pressively reflected in this week's 
newsclip parade. The excitement 
derives not so much from the action 
on the screen as from the shadows 
of danger and call for action that 
are cast by words and pictures. How 
sharply all this is becoming etched 
in the consciousness of Americans 
may perhaps be judged from the 
auditorium-filling applause that at 
the initial runoff Thursday greeted 
President Roosevelt’s speech in 
which he proclaimed an unlimited 
national emergency and Mayor 
Fiorello H. LaGuardia’s first words 
as director of the Office of Civilian 
Defense. 

The excerpts from the President's 
talk of May 27 come from Fox and 
run nine minutes. It's a commend- 
able piece of editing, projecting the 
most telling of the highlights. 
camera in this instance is a traveling 
one, capturing among others, as the 
President spoke into the network 
mikes from the White House’s East 
room, such cabinet members as Sec- 
retary Hull and Vice-president Wal- 
lace in listening repose. 

Fox is also the source of the La- 
Guardia jtem. New York City’s 
mayor has approached his task, the 
Clip suggests, with a marked sense 
of calm and assurance. As he speaks 
his face is wreathed in a smile, and 


instead of spreading gloomy fore- 
bodings he quietly urges that all 
patriotic organizations report for 


duty to the mayors of their respec- 
tive cities. 

The destruction of the Bismarck 
and Hood are interestingly treated 
by Paramount through the blending 
of library shots and drawings. The 
library gleanings deal with the. 
launching of the Bismarck and what 
had been Britain’s biggest battle- 
wagon in firing maneuvers. By 
means of the charts the reel’s editor 
tells how he figures the battle, 
Started and ended. 

_ The Embassy’s latest commentator 
is Tex. McCrary, chief editorial 
writer for the N. Y. Daily Mirror, a 
fiery young Texan who seems more 
intent upon striking terror into his 
listeners than in contributing a 
broad blueprint of America’s defense | 
needs. Most of which he warns 
about has been recognized by the! 
country’s military authorities, and 


that is that air power is the No. 1} 
Panoply of modern war. With the) 
manner and voice of a prophet of 


|up for no-name cast. 


The | 


doom, McCrary shouts that America 
must learn the lesson of air power 


|and suggests that it may be as soon 
'as this Christmas that Hitler's para- 


chute troops will be swooping down 
on islands in the Caribbean. He also 
warns that America must recognize 
this need of air power by the cre- 
ation of a secretary of aviation in 
the cabinet. His candidate for the 
post is LaGuardia. 

Two newsreels, RKO and Univer- 
sal, report the recent convention of 
the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs in Atlantic City from the de- 
fense angle. RKO offers Senator 
Burton K. Wheeler and Pepper in a 
brief exchange of viewpoints on the 
Nazi threat, while Universal presents 
the federation’s new president, Mrs. 
John L. Whitehurst, as she issues a 
call to arms to the country’s 40,000,- 
000 women. 

The shipyard strike on the west 
coast is graphically pointed up by 
RKO. The clip shows President 
Frey of the metal workers’ union 
leading many of his men past picket 
lines of what he had termed an un- 
authorized strike. Of the clips from 
abroad the same newsreel takes 
leading place in interest via an in- 
terview with the Scotch farmer who 
captured Rudolf Hess. The brogue 
is thick but the thread of his story 
should be clear enough for the aver- 
age picturehouse’§ customer. An 
added participant is this farmer's 
mother, whose closing line is likely 
to get a sardonic smile, if not 
snicker, on this side. In telling of 
her meeting with Nazidom’s No. 3 
man, she remarks that he was all a 
gentleman, and even though he’s a 
Jerry, it must be remembered that 
after all he’s somebody’s son. 


EARLE, WASH. 





Washington, June 2. 


Golden Gate Quartet, Lynn, Royce 
and Vanya, Goodrich and Nelson, 16 
Gae Foster Girls, Joe Lombardi 
House Orch; ‘Million Dollar Baby’ 
(WB). 





Another compact, fast-moving 
show, with production values making 
Three turns 
featured are standard, but staging 
makes the revue a sure Click. 


Roxyettes count for considerable 
entertainment, as always here, pro- 
viding a military motif fore and aft 
of the other proceedings. Their 
finale is show’s handsomest produc- 
tion number, girls appearing in cos- 
tumes of the ‘Evzones.’ ballet-skirted 
Greek soldiers, for difficult tap and 
precision drill routine, partly with- 
out musical background, and gun 
drill. Won solid audience approval. 
Roxyettes open with another click, 
military tap that sets fast pace for 


| what’s to follow. 


Golden Gate Quartet, from radio 
and niteries, stick to their forte, 
Negro spirituals, coming only close 
-to pop stuff with their harmony ver- 
sion of ‘Little Brown Jug.’ They're 
neat-appearing on stage and look 
definitely in character with their ma- 
terial. What’s more, in addition to 
being melodious, their numbers have 
novelty. 

Comic note is provided by Lynn, 
Royce and Vanya, two men and 
girl, whose slapstick ballroomology 
is the funnier for fact their appear- 
ance is no tipoff when they come On 
stage. They look like any other 
dance trio, until first slip: from then 
on they build hilarity solidly. 

Other turn is standard acrobatic 
duo, Goodrich and Nelson, all right 
for the strong-arm fans and not on 
too long to discourage others. 
House’s popular audience participa- 
tion feature is in again this week, 
too, Eileen Ritter, of Roxyette line, 
leading ‘Sing-a-Song-with-Mike’ as 
prelude to stage show. 

Biz good Sunday night (1). Mac. 








Doug, Jr. 


——— —(Continued from page 1 | 


U. S. officials in 

















} 
A 


public at large anc 
particular. 

From the arrival at Moron airport, 
when he was greeted by Ambassador 
Norman Armour—itself a rarity for 
a film star—until his departure three 


weeks later, Fairbanks received a 
press and public break that’s been 
thoroughly clicko 

El Pampero, chief Nazi sheet, 


sounded off usual warning for Fair- 
banks to go back to the States and 
‘tell them that the crillos can’t be 
conquered hy false smiles.’ Sheet 
added that the Yanquis may have 
lots of millions but ‘in general they 
lack the spiritual quality able to win 
the esteem of a people such as ours. 
Mae West might come down next to 
win good-will, Pampero concluded. 
Aside from this, and a stench bomb 


thrown when entering Radio El 
Mundo for a broadcast, Fairbanks 
crashed through with top honors. 


Up against a two-strike situation be- 
cause of the good-will-intended picts 
that turned out to be anything but, 
Fairbanks, in the opinion of ob- 
servers here, not only managed to 


/pour oil on trouble waters but gar- 


nered an unusual amount of atten- 
tion for his good-will talk. 


(20TH CENTURY, BUFF 


| 





Buffalo, May 30. 
‘Laff America’ with Milt Britton’s 
Orch, Al Gordon’s Canines, Milt 
Herth’s Swing Trio, 
jerty, Tito, Ginger Manners, Helen 
Pammer; ‘Met in Argentina’ (RKO). 


Milt Britton is around again with a 
repeat edition of his ‘Crazy Show.’ 
By adding a couple of top turns, he 
has stepped up the value of the of- 
fering, but his attempt to peddle it 
as a laugh show puts him in danger 
of getting himself clinked for tak- 
ing pesetas under false pretenses. 
Britton’s concoctions are always full 
of the fast and loose business which 
passes for comedy and are bullseyed 
at the pop-price band show trade. 
This one is no exception. When 
caught, the ensemble looked 
acted weary and bored enough to 
have missed the preceding night's 
sleeper jump. In addition to being 
on the sad and seedy side in decor, 
the boys are sporting the shiniest 
set of tuxedos caught on any band 
yet. 

Addition of Al Gordon’s dogs and 
Milt Herth’s Swing Trio, while a 
queer combination, gives the show 
iis two highest spots. Smart patter 
by Gordon is a big help, topped by 
a choice routine for the hounds. 

Milt Herth‘s Trio, instrumental- 
ists, is a clicko contribution, plenty 
fast and full of zip. They sounded 
off to instant approbation and ended 
up in a salvo of palm smacking. 
The keyboardings of both Herth and 
|his pianist are noteworthy for their 
speed and dexterity. 

_Aside from this, the show is de- 
livered in stereotyped fashion by 
the regular band lineup. Britton 
retains the noise and wacky antics, 
but they still seem to get over 
okay. Helen Pammer continues her 
tricky tap legmania. Tito with his 
accordion is. a mild _ addition. 
Tommy Rafferty’s tappings in the 
Will Mahoney style are best when 
offered straight, most of his comedy 


Tommy Raf- | 


Under the tag of ‘Laff America,’ | 


and 
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Scandals Cavalcade 
(STATE, HARTFORD) 


Hartford, June 1. 


Harris and Shore, Charles Kemper, 
Bob Shea, Nonchalants (3), Gloria 
Blake. Mimi Kellerman, Gautier’s 
Bricklayers, Margery Daye, Kay 
Penton, George Haggerty, Jess Mack, 
Sam Kaplan Pit Band; ‘Sis Hopkins’ 
(Rep). 


This new George White ‘Scandals’ 
unit, preemed at the State, is not 
much different than other preced- 
ing White presentations. Unit, out 
of White’s recently defunct Gay 
White Way, Broadway nitery con- 
sists of much comedy tied together 
with socko, standard acts inter- 
spersed by a _ neat-appearing line. 
Bulk of the comedy entertainment 
rests upon Charles Kemper who 


‘handles his assignment excellently. 


efforts being drooly and of the tap-' 


room genre. The band thrushing of 
Ginger Manners is far overboard on 
the eccentric side and degenerates 
into mugging acrobatics. Musical 
offerings of the ensemble are nil. 
The group comedy is all-out rough- 
house, rowdy and maudlin, but the 
strongly overflow Decoration Day 
supper show crowd loved it. And 
you can’t argue taste or talent with 
a spinning turnstile. Burton. 


EMBASSY, FRISCO 





San Francisco, May 30. 


The La Fons (2), Frank Cook, 
Arnold and Appell, Cliff Ritchie, 


lice Hewlett, Rayburn Girls (6), 
Jay Brower, House Orch (7); 
‘Flight Command’ (M-G) and ‘In- 


visible Woman’ 


(U). 





Dan McLean’s ‘Night Club Follies’ 
moves into its fourth determined 
week with problems multiplying. 
McLean says he isn’t making any 
money yet but is still 
House is finding that despite four 
hours of show at a 33c top, the fans 
are still fussy about the pictures that 
go with the vaude; that although it’s 
a ‘nite club’ show—actually—the 
elderly mat trade resents even the 
most suppressed bump or grind. 
Fourth sesh got off to a mild start. 


Rayburn Dancers open with a 
boogie-woogie routine, which the 


a.k.s didn’t seem to favor. La Fons 
follow doing a clever Bowery adagio, 
seconding with gag and slow-motion 
jitbugging, a turn which should have 
netted plenty of atiention but wasn’t. 
Type of audience is indicated by the 
reception accorded a Busse imitation 
by a young trumpeter in the band 
who hasn’t finished high school yet; 
boy has plenty of promise but grabs 
plenty of applause because nearly 
everybody knows he’s Jay Brower’s 
son and one of the family, although 
Jay doesn’t introduce the offspring 
until after the solo. Encores with 
‘After You’ve Gone,’ nice for a heavy 
bowoff. 

Frank Cook next with guitar and 
mouth organ, operating latter sans 
hands or support. Nothing outstand- 
ing but the customers went for him 
in a big way. Arnold and Appell, 
dress tap team, follow but don’t get 


over as they should. Band then does 
a specialty with 4he boys panning 
3rower via a portable mike, then 


doing a number on water-filled bot- 
tles suspended from coat-hangers. 
This the sort of stuff Embassy 
patrons think is really delicious, and 
it clicked. . 

Feature song spot goes to Cliff 
Ritchie from the Mel Hertz nitery 
and he got a warm reception, par- 
ticularly on his finale, ‘Gianina Mia.’ 
Also pipes ‘Maria Elena’ and ‘No. 10 
Lullaby Lane’ in an _ upper-range 
tenor. Brower introduces him as a 
Negro soloist, although he is so light 
that his race might pass unnoticed 
behind the footlights. 

An assertedly Latin-American rou- 
tine brings the girls on for the fin- 
ish with Alice Hewlett featured, 
using full skirt and castanets. 

Wern. 


j 
is 





Harry Carroll is opening a night 
spot on Ventura blvd., north of Hol- 
lywood, titled Tin Pan Alley. 


optimistic, | 


His buffoon type of humor is 


clicko in various bits in the show. 
Linegirls (16) are spotted at five 
different times in simple but ef- 
fective song and dance routines. 
Girls and costumes are eyefilling. 


White has apparently spent more 
time and money in talent than in 
production numbers since there's 


a noticeable Jack of the latter. 


Show is kept on a continual move. 
First standard act out is Harris and 
Shore mixed ballroom burlesque 
team. Pair works with a fine sense 


of timing and_ garners plenty 
laughs. Gautier’s Bricklayers, dog 
act, are another outfit that’s been 


around for some time and do plenty 
allright. Nonchalants (3) comedy 
hand-to-hand team, also around for 
some time, are nimble with a rapid- 
fire line of effective comedy patter. 
Climax with their threehigh pyramid 
fall to big applause. 

Mimi Kellerman in a_ sensuous 
dance; Kay Penton, Gloria Blake and 
Bob Shea in vocal assignments, 
Margery Daye, high kicker and acro- 
batic dancer all handle their as- 
signments neatly. Conscription drill 
skit with Kemper, George Haggerty 
and Jess Mack is strong laugh win- 
ner. 

Show is one that has appeal for the 
family trade. Softening of some of 
the gags would bring it closer to that 
field. Skits and gags take care of the 
bachelors and baldheads. Dog act 
good for the kiddies and adults. 

Biz strong at show caught tonight 
(Sunday). Eck. 


Manhattan Scandals 
(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 


Charlotte, N. C., May 30. 
McKay & LaValle, Janne & An- 
thony, Jack Waller & Audrey, Dar- 


iene, Clyde Jordan Girls (10), 
House Band; ‘Repent at Leisure’ 
(RKO). 


It took about two minutes to get 
the curtain up on ‘Marhattan 
Scandals’ and at no other time dur-| 
ing its showing was it so advan- 
tageously presented. It didn’t have 
a chance with the curtain up. What 
little natural talent it possessed was 
counteracted by Jack Waller, who 


gave a detailed demonstration of 
how not to emcee a show. 
Waller got peeved because the 


house was cold to his opening gags, 
and instead of attempting to thaw 
them out, he started riding them, 
with the result everybody wound 
up sitting on their hands. His ma- 
terial was fair in his own comic 
turn, but his manner not only killed 
it, but also drew a chilly reception 
for other acts. 


The unit doesn’t have a _ single 


strong act, the dance team of Janne, 


and Anthony getting the best re- 
ception for its slightly better than 
standard terp gyrations. Anthony | 


shows himself to be a smooth show- 
man as well as a polished dancer, 
handling Miss Janne with skill on 
waltz and rhumba turns, their two 
best offerings. McKay and LaValle 
open with a knockabout comedy act 
that’s spotty at best. Impersonat- 
ing a stew, McKay staggers on stage 
with a suitcase, which contains Miss 
LaValle, dressed as a man. They 
go through a knockabout comedy 
turn, highlighted by some nifty 
acrobatics by McKay, whose best 
bit is falling flat on his face—like 
the act. 

In his own turn, Waller, who in 
addition to emceeing, leads band 
comes on with a violin and attempts 
to gag in the Benny manner. Most 
of his gags fall flat, but he saves 
the turn by bringing out Audrey 
who pipes ‘There'll Be Some 
Changes Made’ and ‘Amapola.’ She 
puts a lot of vim and vigor into her 
delivery and the result is pleasing 
Waller winds up turn with a bit of 
clarinet-clowning that’s so-so. But 
after his sour beginning, Waller 
couldn’t click if he had been the 
Dionne quints. 

The Clyde Jordan girls are pleas- 
ing in three standard appearances, | 
their .best being a walking stick ; 
turn with the dance team cf Janne | 
and Anthony. They open with a) 
‘Salute to the Navy’ and close with 


ja now almost-standard Latin turn. 
| Darlene is presented in a ‘Parisian 
| Coquette’ dance, which amounts to 
}a veil whirl, with a shed at the 
finish. Unit has no band and local 
musicians played here. 
Poor biz on show caught. 


Just. 


All-American Follies 


(BROAWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 





Charlotte, May 23. 
Emmet Miller, Ches Davis, Nadine 
& Charles, White Twins, Rixford 
Bros., Mae Parish, Chester Doherty 
Girls (8), Tommy Christian's band 
(5), Charles Ost. 





Combining some old-time min- 
strelsry with streamlined terping and 
piping, Ches Davis’ ‘All-American 
Follies’ results in a pleasing blend 
of the old and new, which ought to 
Satisfy the average stage fan’s palate. 

Show features Emmet Miller, old- 
time minstrelman, in a blackface act 
in which Davis, another vet of inter- 
locutor days, plays straight to him. 
Miller digs up a lot of stuff with 
whiskers, but the crowd goes for it 
and his smooth brand of blackface 
patter. He also does some trebled 
voice-piping that at least gets novelty 
rating. 

The Rixford Bros., who go on next 
to last, look as if they are going to 
be just another muscle team, of 
which there has been a bumper crop 
in this territory lately, but before 
they go off they turn in a sock act. 
They do some nifty head and hand- 
stand balancing and Otis Rexford, 
big man of the duo, executes some 
apparently impossible lifts. Team 
also works in some amusing clown- 
ing, being called back twice on show 
caught. 

Nadine and Charles, terp team, 
turn in some above par tapping, but 
their piping of ‘Tea For Two’ on 
their opening is only so-so. Their 
sophisticated tapping is above the 
standard for this circuit, with Nadine 
particularly impressive. She comes 
back later for a single in which she 
exhibits some particularly agile terp- 
ing. 

The White Twins, warblers, got a 
terrific hand, due chiefly to subtle 
flirting of one of twins with first 10 
rows of male patrons. Although girls 
sing pleasingly, it is the sly by-play 
with the male customers by one of 
Sisters that makes the deepest im- 
pression. Girls sing ‘Siboney,’ ‘Alice 
Blue Gown’ and ‘Ciri-Biri-Bin,’ re- 
turning to pipe a double talk number. 

Mae Parish, scat singer, got a big 


|response. She was called back four 
|times due, no doubt, mostly to fact 


she’s a hometown girl. Charles Ost 
also is pleasing in a uke specialty. 
The line seems a little short on vigor, 
although their opening, a jitterbug 


feature in which each does a 
specialty, is fairly impressive. It’s 
back for a butterfly number with 


Nadine and Charles and closes with 
a patriotic turn. 


Tommy Christian’s band sounds 
weak. Good biz on show caught. 
Just. 





New Acts in Theatres 





JACKIE MILES 
Comedy 

20 Mins. 

State Theatre, N. Y. 

Jackie Miles apparently has been 
around, from his work, but there's 
no mention of him in Variety’s files. 
His m.c. and gag routine at this house 
rates heavy plaudits. Comedy is 
whacky, but wallopy routine is a 
standout part of an hour’s entertain- 
ment. 

Miles gags his way into strongly 
deserved reception, covering all sorts 
of material in gathering a harvest 
of laughs. Occasionally he resorts to 
an old line, but with a twist that 
gives it new interpretation He 
works alone midway and also bows 
on the various turns on the bill. It’s 
only in the mc. duties that he’s a bit 
weak. However, in niteries he’s at 
ease when conprenciering. His back- 
ground is dominantly in cafes, start- 
ing as gag material writer for Jack 
White, Eddie Davis, Harry Richman, 
et al. 

One of the comic’s funniest bits is 
running through, at rapid-fire speed, 
a resume of everything that has 
gone before, to a customer just bee 
ing seated. Wood. 





NORMAN YOUNG 
Singing 
Six Mins, 
Hippodrome, Baltimore 
Local youngster spotted on cure 
rent vaude layout more than holds 
his own, Possessed of legit pair of 
pipes he has the added advantage o 
a sure and pleasing stage presence, 
Held down to one number because 
of length of accompanying bill when 
caught, lad gave out with a medley 
made up of ‘Falling In Love,’ ‘Ah, 
Sweet Mystery’ and ‘Stout Hearted 
Men,’ milking them all and. making 
them count as a whole. With some 
added mike technique should prove 
a bet for more ambitious doings. 
Burm. 
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WB's Buy of 7 Plays for $516,500 





Topped Hollywood's B way Invasion 


vr 


Warner Bros. was the heaviest 
buyer of the 1940-41 crop of plays, | 
both from point of number and) 
amount paid. It picked off five new | 
Broadway shows at $498,500, plus two | 
other legiters at $18,000. Paramount | 


was runner-up in amount spent for | 


current season’s properties, $475,000, 
for which it got three plays. Heavy 
coin for ‘Lady in the Dark’ ($285,000) 
and ‘Louisiana Purchase’ ($150,000) ' 
shot the Par figure over Columbia, 
although the latter bought one more 
play. Col spent $344,000, ptus a per- 
centage on one property, for four 
shows. Weightiest sum was $225,000 
for ‘My Sister Eileen.’ 

Twentieth-Fox was No. 4 in the 
parade for legiters in coin spent, lay- 
ing out $310,000, again plus a per- 
centage, for only two shows. They 
were ‘Tobacco Road’ ($200,000 plus 
percentage) and ‘Charley’s Aunt’ | 
($110,000). Latter was a peculiar 
buy inasmuch as it is about 50 years 
old and has been made by Holly- 
wood twice before. It was the only 
revival of the season toe be bought 
for pix. 

M-G’s $225,000 

Next in the money line was Metro, 
which handed out.$225,000 for three 
shows. Two of them were musicals 
produced by B. G. DeSylva, now top 
man on the Par lot. They were. 
‘DuBarry was a Lady’ ($80,000) and 
‘Panama Hattie’ ($130,000). Metro 
spent another $65,000 for twu oldies 
pulled out of the files It gave 
$50,000 for ‘Bittersweet,’ a 1929 entry, 
and $15,000 for ‘Red Hot and Blue,’ 
of 1936 vintage, both of them musi- 
cals, 


Universal is represented with only 
one buy and that through one of its 
indie producers, Jules Levey. Latter 
gave $200,000 plus 40% of the net 
for ‘Hellzapoppin,’ although that 
load of sugar includes the services of 
Olsen and Johnson. David O. Selz- 
nick held up the United Artists 
standard with ‘Claudia,’ for which 
he gave $137,500. 


RKO, which got its fingers burnt 
in setting itself up among the leaders 
of Broadway play buyers in past’ 
years, sat back and watched the 
parade pass buy this season. It was 
the only major to have bought noth- 
ing, although one of its indies, Wil-| 
liam Dieterle, bought ‘Devil and 
Daniel Webster,’ an operetta which | 


had a short Broadway stay in 1939, | 


for $6,000. 

Little indépendent Republic also 
delved into the storage bin for its 
two buys, “Yokel Boy,’ for which it 
gave $5,000 (it announced $50,000) 
and ‘Sis Hopkins,’ $2,500 (also an- 
nounced as having been bought at 
$50,000). Par, WB and 20th each 
also bought an oldie. Par’s was ‘The 
Good Fellow,’ a George S. Kaufman- 
Herman J. Manciewicz one-week flop 
of 1926. Studio paid $10,000 for it as 


a Bob Hope vehicle. WB took ‘The | 


Gentle People’ off author Irwin 
Shaw’s hands for $8,000. It made its 
Broadway debut in 1939. Fox’s buy 
was also a 1939 entry, ‘Margin for 
Error,’ Clare Booth’s anti-Nazi play, 
for which studio gave $20,000. 

Two London productions were also 
bought for films. They were ‘The 
Light of Heart,’ Emlyn Williams’ 
British play, for which Fox gave 


$25,000, and ‘Accidents Don’t Happen,’ | 


taken by Par for $7.500. Warners 
acquired one play, ‘Four Cheers for 
Mother,’ after its tryout in a Long 
Island strawhat last summer and 
without its ever coming to Manhat- 
tan. Price was $10,000. 

Not new, but coming into more 
general vogue, as can be noted from 
figures above, was the type of deal 
by which the legit owners take a 
percentage of the film’s gross after 
production costs are out. There 
were four such pacts during 1940-41. 
Plays were ‘Pal Joey,’ “Tobacco 
Road,’ ‘Hellzapoppin’ and ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace.’ Mediocre b.o. of the 
only one of the quartet so far pro- 
duced, ‘Tobacco Road,’ makes the in- 
volved percentage schedule pretty 
useless. It probably won't get be- 
yond the 10% on gross up to $1,000,- 
000. 

A top hit which Hollywood has 
skipped is Lillian Hellman’s ‘Watch 
on the Rhine.’ No studio wants to 
take a chance on the status of world 


affairs—on which the play hinges— | 


by the time it can be released in 
1943. Also, war pix have not been 
doing biz. 

Other successes or moderate suc- 
ce 2s not taken up for films have been 
Ec Wynn’s ‘Boys and Girls Together,’ 
‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ {which Metro 
backed but didn’t buy when authors 
Richard and Frances Lockridge 


| be out of business. 
' pressed the opinion that the law was 


Brokers’ Suit vs. N. Y. 
Officials on 75c Law 


‘Civic Opera’s 4 Wks. In 


Los Angeles, June 8. 
Starting with ‘Rio Rita,’ Los An- 


geles Civic Opera Assn. got away to | 


a good opening and may pile up a 
| gross of more than $200,000 for its 
four weeks here and San Francisco. 


| For the first time, according to Ed- 


win Lester, general manager, Civie 


Opera is likely to finish the season | 


Goes to Trial June 16 out of the red. 


' 





Hearing of the suit by the New) Frisco. 


York ticket brokers to restrain city 
officials from enforcing the so-called 
Mitchell-Coudert law was dated for, 
Monday (2), when it was definitely | 
set for trial June 16. Another case 
was ahead of the ticket matter and 
the corporation counsel, defending) 
License Commissioner Paul Moss; 
and Police Commissioner Lewis J.; 
Valentine, asked postponement until 
cases involving allegedly Commun-| 
istic school teachers are disposed of. | 

William C. Hyman, attorney for} 
the ticket agency people, plainly in-| 
timated that the city has repeatedly 
postponed the action and said that if 
the case was not tried within a rea- 
sonable time half the brokers might. 
He also ex- 


' 
j 
| 


inspired by certain managerial in- 
terests, indicating he referred to the 
Shuberts, and not the League of New 
York Theatres, which favors the 
statute because strengthening the 
ticket code. Both the law and code 
place a maximum premium of 75c 
on tickets, but while the code ap-' 
plies only to legit theatres, the law 
covers all places of admission. 


Ticket men’s counsel also says that 
Equity, which was called into the 


‘case by the defendants, had no posi- 


tion in the matter. He ventured the 
idea that if it is legal to limit the 
price of tickets, it is reasonable to 
assume that a law fixing a ceiling 
for actors’ salaries would be just as 
logical. 

Reported that Assemblyman Mit- 
chell, who introduced the bill, but 
did not write it himself, understood 


| it to be merely concerned with thea- 


tres and not sporting and other 
events. Brokers claim it is unfair 
to fix the premium on high-priced 
sports tickets, which are not return- 
able, and this is supposedly the prin- 
cipal object of the suit. : 





Open Conn. Strawhat 


New Milford, Conn., June 3. 

With Ruth Weston officiating as 
mistress of ceremonies, the new 
Theatre-in-the-Dale here was dedi- 
cated at ribbon-cutting exercises yes- 
terday afternoon (1) before a crowd 
of several hundred, including Prince 
and Princess Salem Solesski and a 
host of other social registerites. 


New Summer playhouse, 





repre- 


Hudson Faussett as director. 


Animal’ as curtain-raiser on June 21. | 


|Geraldine Dvorak and Richard Bol- 
‘ler have been engaged for leading 
roles throughout the summer semes- 
ter, 





and adapter Owen Davis are said to 
have turned down studio’s $30,000 
offer; play closed Saturday (31)], 
‘Native Son’ (Negro cast and too so- 
ciological), and ‘Cabin in the Sky’ 
| (Negro fantasy). 

Two 
tions which Hollywood has passed 
over are ‘Johnny Belinda,’ now in 
its 37th week, and ‘Separate Rooms,’ 
now in its 62d week. ‘Belinda’ suf- 
fers largely because its principal 
femme character is a mute, while 
‘Rooms,’ despite its run of more than 
a year, was roundly panned by the 
crix when it opened and expert 


opinion on it has not changed. It} 


also has some tough sex angles. ' 

On the other hand, two definite 
flops were bought by Celluloidia. 
.They were ‘Every Man for Himself,’ 
for which Col gave $4,000 after it 
closed, and ‘Night Before Christ- 
mas’ (Paramount-backed), which was 
kept open just long enough for WB 
to buy it at $30,000. 

A Hollywood buy which is all but 
closed is Al Jolson’s ‘Hold On to 
Your Hats.’ Jules Levey has the 
|option on it to film for his Uni- 
versal release. Holding up the sale 
is Jolson’s desire to take the musical 
on the road next season. He wants 


Levey to agree not to exhibit the . 


‘picture in certain towns until the 
‘legiter has played there. 


long-run Broadway attrac- | 


Series consists of four musicals, 
playing a week each in L. A. and 
In addition to 
they are ‘Naughty Marietta,’ ‘The 
Chocolate Soldier’ and ‘Cabin In the 
Sky.’ 





MGRS, AUTHORS 
IN AGREEMENT “= 





With all points at issue virtually 
cleared up, the confabs between the 


L.A., S.F. Grossing 2006 


} 
} 


managers and authors have termi- | 


nated. Although it is possible that 
one additional session may be called, 


. | 
a working arangement has been 


agreed on whereby the changes 
made will apply to plays contracted 
for by producers from now on. Sug- 


gestions for amended clauses were 
boiled down to eight points. Only 
two, which were the last to be dis- 
cussed, await phrasing by attorneys 


for both sides. 


All contracts entered into by man- 


agers and authors will carry a rider. 


to the effect that the deais are to be 
retroactive as of late May, since the 


| 


amended basic agreement cannot be | 


formally ratified by the Dramatists 


Guild membership until autumn. As | 


indicated at the several conferences, | 


the changes were amicably arrived 


at and the hostility aroused when 


the managers went into court has | 


apparently evaporated. 


One authors’ concession was to ex- | 
tend the time limit within which | 


the producer will share in film 


rights. 


Currently, if a play is not, 


sold for pictures within 10 years, | 


the manager did not get a share 
thereafter. From now on he is to 
‘share for a longer period, but his 


} 


percentage is to decrease in propor- | 
\tion to the number of years the rights | 


} remain unsold. 

Another concession asked by the 
managers was to scratch the rule re- 
| quiring all foreign authors to be 
members of“the Guild. Latter has 
revised the clause to read that one 
play from a foreign non-member may 
be produced each year. That for- 
merly applied to British writers 
only, but understood that all well- 
known English authors are already 
members of the Guild. 





senting an outlay of $40,000, will be | ? 

operated by Louis Townsend, with | V. & L. S New Stock Spot 
Eleven- | 

week season is planned, with ‘Male | 





' Hartford, June 3. 


| Encouraged by a. trial-balloon 


showing of the road company of ‘To- | 


“JENNY DOLLY, OF FAMED 
SISTER TEAM, SUICIDES 


First to hit the boards is ‘George 
Washington Slept Here,’ starting a | 
(2). 


bacco Road’ early this spring, Wee 
and Leventhal have leased the 
Capitol, in New Britain, from War- 
| ner Bros. for scheduled 10 weeks of 
; Summer stock. 


one-week stand on Monday 


| 


‘Rio Rita,’ | 


Plays Bought for Films, 1940-41 








WARNER BROS. 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’.........ee+s0: 


ee eeeeeeeeneeee $175,000* 


(*Plus 15% of gross over $1,250,000.) 








"Fe. Corn Te -S bn caecacseces PPOCPOCT TCT CT TT ae 
‘George Washington Slept Here’.......-.seeceecees cone OB S08 
‘Old Acquaintance’...... obedenssocecosese eewk ent +» 75,000 
| Wieht Before Christmas’... ccccccadess éccess ode - 30,000 
‘Four Cheers for Mother’........... ines seaed ee 10,000 
(Bought after summer theatre tryout; never 
reached Broadway.) 
"Tie Geis POO; .sccsde ccees TUTTO T rer Te coee 8,000 
(Produced in 1939.) 
$516,500 
PARAMOUNT 
Tee: Wt Cae RO oas kde iacidics eres eeakae eeeees $285,000 
| ‘Louisiana Purchase’........... ones adh ieweus ocvcse - eeeuee 
| ‘Out of the Frying Pan’..cccccccccccccccccccsccscee § 48,008 
‘The Good Fellow’...... ee en Ee ET Eee OT TT ‘ 10,000 
(Produced in 1926; written by George S. Kauf- 
man and Herman J. Mankiewicz.) 
‘Accidents Don't PE 66600044566 000 6000600020000 7,500 
492,500 
PP re an ee era, eye $200,000* 
(*Plus percentage; 10% on gross to $1,000,000; 
121%4% on next $500,000; 15% on next $500,000; 
1744% on next $500,000, and 20% on all over 
$2,500,000.) 
I oh i coon SRO 
(Revival produced originally in 1892.) 
ee ee 8 BE bp bck boo 0sd dadeken ee Serer ry - 25,000 
(Produced in London.) 
"eereim TOG TVTOE .. vdevcsyscaces pede aeee Veen tsaes . 20,000 
(Produced in 1939-40 season.) 
355,000 
COLUMBIA 
"My Ginter Wileen’. cecccccceccece ee SE a, eee . $225,000 
es oa cis Hes noes a habeas eke eks aaeees 75,000* 
(*Plus percentage, the total deal, including serv- 
ices of author John O’Hara and producer George 
Abbott, totalling about $200,000.) 
ee i INE 5 io sdk Sara ses 248 Reeds 40,000 
(Independently bought by Lester Cowan for 
Columbia release.) 
‘Every Man for Himself’......cccccese eebebnedocens 4,000 344,900 
METRO 
PY MEE 6 6s ealhds Ch. b-00 eben Ve bt ed bis eseseecine $130,000 
ee Ne EI ooo 5b 6 6.60505 we 5600's 4 0 060 baie 80,000 
Sa ace aia a a cuanto Ad ONS a ole A krele a 15,000 
es eer eee air re Pee a AU Si aie ee 50,000 
(Produced in 1929.) 
aa no Dail ode boa nwane wheaewiwvads 20,000 
(French play from which Swedish picture was 
made.) 
Ee I NE kd ai ss cada axierrmeiant cia beeen : 15,000 
(Produced in 1936.) 
—_—- 310,000 
UNIVERSAL 
NE etn a ee ole Ry ch guna $200,000* 
(*Plus 40% of gross, but including Olsen and 
Johnson’s services. Independently bought by 
Jules Levey for U release.) 
200,000 
UNITED ARTISTS 
NEA elders a fd ee aaa NN ant eaae WR Cees KRY 16 $137,500 
(Independently bought by David O. Selznick for 
UA release.) 
137,500 
REPUBLIC 
PU ks sais se beak EE eae Seeks $5,000 
(Produced in 1939-40.) 
et EE hxc cao cehbbsbsnbws ed. onneeensassurees $2,500 
(Produced in 1900) 
—_——— 7,500 
RKO-RADIO 
‘Devil and Daniel Webster’............ccccccccceuce $6,000 
(Produced as an operetta in 1939. Independently 
bought by William Dieterle for RKO release.) 
6,000 
WUE 2.Kss0dee $00 CGA 49 660044 604000060 Seeondeseeecas $2,369,000 











Jenny (Yansci) Dolly, 48, of the 


Plans call for one week shows at | one-time dance duo the Dolly Sisters, | 


$1.50 top. House capacity is 1,400. 





Holyoke Flops 
Holyoke, Mass., June 3. 


Attempt to stage legit at Holy- 
oke’s War Memorial Building flopped 
after a week’s run of ‘The Little 
Foxes’ with Katherine Warren in the 
lead role (M&y 26-31). Critics 
puffed the show, but raves failed to 
take the place of a big-name lead. 

Attendance during the week’s run 
| was never good, and for several per- 
'formances dropped to 50 or 60. Wee 
& Leventhal, who brought the com- 
pany here, had planned to present 
‘George Washington Slept Here’ this 
week, but lack of audiences forced 
them to relinquish the venture. 
‘White Cargo,’ with Ann Corio, had 
been scheduled for a third week. 





| Jessie Landis Recuping 


| was found dead in her Beverly Hills 


apartment Sunday (1). She had 

| formed a noose from drapes and 
hanged herself after calling Mrs. 
Frieda Bakos, an aunt, on the tele- 
phone to say she was feeling ill. 


She was married to Bernard W. 
Vinissky, a Chicago attorney, and 
had gone to the Coast for a visit with 
two daughters adopted from a 
Budapest, Hungary, orphanage. Her 
first husband was Harry Fox, former 
vaudeville single, who subsequently 
wed the daughter of Jack Curtis, the 
agent. The marriage with Vinissky | 
was said to have been an unhappy 
one, 


Miss Dolly, who was around 48, 
was seriously injured in a motor 
| car accident while in France about 
}eight years.ago. Almost fatal in- 
| juries required a number of plastic 
operations, it is believed her re- 


| Jessie Royce Landis, who has been cent indisposition dated back that 


ill for the past month, is reported far. 


definitely on the mend. Since en- 


The Dollys were prominent 
along the Riviera at the time and 


tering the New York hospital she , stories are that Jenny broke the bank 


was operated upon four times. 


| at Cannes, while her twin: sister, 


Actress will probably ‘be dis- | Rosie (Roszika) may have also par- | 


charged from the hospital in about | ticipated. Soon after the accident, | 


two weeks, 


‘Jenny sold her collection of jewels, 


made up of gifts and purchases. 
She went broke after the French 
government fined her $750,000 for 
not declaring a $100,000 ring she 
brought from London. 

Rosie formerly married to Jean 
Schwartz, pop song writer, was also 
visiting on the Coast when her sis- 
ter was found dead. She is wed toa 
Chicago department store man, 
Irving Netcher, formerly the hus- 
band of Constance Talmadge. 

The Dollys were the stage glamour 


| girls of Broadway during the era 
when they were in musical shows. 


Dancing twins from Hungary first 
appeared in vaudeville in 1909. They 
jumped to the legit almost at once 
and drew attention when in Zieg- 
feld’s ‘Follies,’ 1911. Seasonally they 
were featured in successive musicals. 
Among their top successes, too, were 
in ‘Jig Saw,’ London, about 1920, and 
other English musicals, such as ‘The 
League of Notions’ and ‘Babes in 
the Wood.’ Girls were just as suc- 
cessful when appearing in the Folies 
Bergere, Paris. Their last appear- 
ance in New York was in ‘The 
Greenwich Village Follies,’ 1924. 
The striking brunet twins were 
familiar figures in Broadway night 
life. They were frequently in the 
company of Diamond Jim Brady, 
who is said to have given both girls 
many costly: jeweled baubles. De- 


ceased adopted her daughters in 1929 
and when she wed Vinissky they 
were legally adopted by the couple 
and took his name. 
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Asks Dies to Probe Equity Reds 





Equity’s president, Bert Lytell, last week received a telegram from 
Congressman William P. Lambertson, who charged that half a dozen 
in Equity’s council are Reds or fellow travelers, offering to arrange a 
date so that the charges could be investigated by the Dies Committee. 
Equity attempted to bring about such an investigation, but never ob- 
tained more than routine answers from Dies’ office. 

Lytell immediately answered, asking that charges of subversiveness 


within Equity be cleared up as quickly as possible. 


He expressed the 


hope, however, that liberal-minded members would not be smeared. 
Effort was made to set the hearing prior to Friday (6), when Equity’s 
annual election is set, but it was believed there was not enough time 


to secure the desired action. 





Hits and Flops of 1940-41 





HITS 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
‘Boys and Girls Together’ 
‘Claudia’ 

‘Hold On to Your Hats’ 

‘It Happens on Ice’ 

‘Lady in the Dark’ 


‘My Sister Eileen’ 
‘Old Acquaintance’ 
‘Pal Joey’ 

‘Panama Hattie’ 

‘The Corn Is Green’ 
‘Watch on the Rhine’ 


MODERATES 


‘Cabin in the Sky’ 


‘Native Son’ 


‘George Washington Slept Here’ ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ 
FAILURES 
‘All in Fun’ ‘Eight O’Clock Tuesday’ 
‘Beautiful People’ ‘Everyman for -Himself’ 
‘Beverly Hills’ ‘Meet the People’ 
‘Boudoir’ ‘Mum’s the Word’ 
‘Boyd’s Daughter’ ‘My Fair Ladies’ 
‘Brooklyn Biarritz’ ‘Night Before Christmas’ 
‘First Stop to Heaven’ ‘Night of Love’ 
‘Five Alarm Waltz’ ‘Out of the Frying Pan’ 
‘Fledgling’ *‘Popsy’ 
‘Flight to the West’ ‘Quiet Please’ 
‘Flying Gerardos’ ‘Retreat to Pleasure’ 
‘Gabrielle’ ‘Return Engagement’ 
‘Glamour Preferred’ ‘Romantic Mr. Dickens’ 
‘Horse Fever’ . ‘Suzanna and the Elders’ 
‘Johnny Belinda’ ‘Talley Method’ 
‘Journey to Jerusalem’ ‘Tanyard St.’ 
‘Jupiter Laughs’ ‘The Happy Days’ 
‘Lady Who Came to Stay’ ‘The Old Foolishness’ 
‘Liberty Jones’ ‘They Walk Alone’ 
‘Crazy With the Heat’ ‘’Tis of Thee’ 
‘Cream in the Well’ ‘Walk With Music’ 
‘Cue for Passion’ ‘Your Loving Son’ 
‘Delicate Story’ 
REVIVALS 
‘Blind Alley’ ‘Kind Lady’ 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ ‘The Gondoliers’ 
*‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ ‘Twelfth Night’ 
EXPERIMENTAL 


‘No for An Answer’ 
‘Not in Our Stars’ 


‘Steps Leading Up’ 
‘The Trojan Women’ 


SHOWS FROM FORMER SEASONS STILL RUNNING 


*‘Hellzapoppin’ 
‘Life With Father’ 
*‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ 


CORNELL'S 1ST JIT MAT 


‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
‘Separate Rooms’ 


ve ¢ PACTS DICK QUINE. 


FOR JUVES NETS $5 OF ‘EILEEN’ COMPANY 


First jitney matinee on Broadway 
for school students was given at the 
Shubert Friday (30), when Katharine 


Cornell appeared in ‘The Doctor’s 
Dilemma.’ It was the starter of a 
series of virtual gratis performances 
designed to interest juveniles in the 
theatre. During an ‘intermission, 
when the youngsters were asked how 
many had never seen a play, 75% of 
those present raised their hands. 

House is one of the larger legits 
and at 5c each the kids paid a total 
of slightly more than $70. Actors, 
stagehands and musicians worked for 
free and no royalty went to G. B. 
Shaw, so that expenses were essen- 
tials only. Paid for the performance 
were doormen, porters and ushers, 
while the house received the light 
cost, ice for the cooling plant and 
tickets. Total expense was slightly 
more than $65, balance going to 
school authorities who are in charge 
of distribution of the tickets. There 
was some expense for that end, 
mostly in postage. 

Miss Cornell said she was thrilled 
at the kids’ audience reaction, juves 
Seeming to catch the author’s humor 
as quickly as regular audiences. It 
was the second special Friday after- 
noon for the Shaw play, given the 
week previously in aid of the Stage 
Relief Fund. Play is in its last three 
wecks. Next special performance for 
the kids has not been announced. 


Richard Quine of ‘My Sister 
Eileen,’ was inked to a standard term 
pact by Metro on Monday (2), fol- 
lowing a screen test made by Al 


Altman, company’s eastern talent 
scout. Quine leaves the cast of the 
Broadway legiter for the Coast June 
14. He was oon for a role in 
Arthur Freed’s ‘Babes on Broadway’ 
after the test was : viewed by Freed 
and Louis B. Mayer. Quine was in 


pix 10 years ago or S0 as a kid actor. 

Altman also during the past week 
tested a half dozen humorous char- 
acter players for ‘The Thin Man’s 
Shadow.’ Producer Hunt Stromberg 
is now perusing the footage. 


Cincy Opera’s Additions 





Elsa Zebranska and Kerstin Thor- 
borg, contraltos, Bidu Sayao, so- 
prano, and William Hain, tenor, have 
been added to the roster of the Cin- 
cinnati Opera Co. All except the 
last are members of the Met. 

Representatives of the company in 
New York state that actually $15,500 
in cash has been raised toward the 
six-week season, but that an addi- 
tional $85,000, making up the $100,000 
reported in Variety last week will be 
forthcoming once the season is un- 
der way. This additional money will 
come from the sale of tickets and the 
estimate is based on previous sales 
over a score of seasons. 


Season Started Slow Produc- 


Shows Less Than Last 
Year — B’way Actually 
Better Than It Looks—22 
Shows Never Reached 
New York Boards 


SCRIPT SHORTAGE 





By JACK PULASKI 





Season of 1940-41, as indicated in 


LEGIT PRODUCTION LOW 








tively and Wound Up 12 





| theatrical contracts ended Saturday | 


| (31), was one of the slowest to get 
| started and the lowest productively 
since Times Square became the cen- 
ter of show business. There were 74 
;new plays and musicals in the 1939- 
|40 period, which was the smallest 
| total since Variety started tabulat- 
ing the seasons, but from last fall un- 
| til the current week there were but 
62 productions presented on Broad- 
| way. However, had a _ reasonable 
| number of shows 

stopped out of town, the number of 
| ~~ paamaaas would have topped 
39-40. 

| General impression was that, while 
|fewer shows reached Broadway, the 
{number of successes was high, but 
|the figures prove otherwise. Season 
| just over saw 16 hits in all. Num- 
| ber of distinct hits was 12, while the 
| count of moderate successes was four. 
| Last season there were 23 clicks, 
| which, when broken down, included 
| 14 standouts and nine intermediates. 
The percentage of successes in 1939- 
40 was exceptionally high, while the 
| season just ended points to a more 
| normal percentage: that is one hit 
|out of slightly less than four pro- 
| ductions. 

| Expectations of increased produc- 
tion have not borne up in recent sea- 
| sons, managers blaming it on a pau- 
city of material, rather than financing. 





| However, next season there should 
|be a big jump in the number of 
| shows presented, unless war condi- 
| tions interfere, based on reports of 
plays already contracted for. At 
this time more than 40 new scripts 
have been accepted, which means 
that 60% of the past season’s total 
is virtually assured reaching the 
boards. 

Little H’wood Backing 

Failure of Hollywood to participate 
in Broadway backing to an appreci- 
able extent is a factor in the cur- 
tailment of production Picture 
people are potentially as much inter- 
ested in scripts with film possibilities 
as those hich may draw heavy 
stage grosses, so that a Hollywood 
more active in bankrolling would 
definitely increase production. The 
authors and the piciure heads have 
not worked out an agreement safis- 
factory to the latter, but still there 
are a number of indications that 
Hollywood will figure to a great. 
extent next season. 

Coast’s demand for play material 

imped, as shown by the deals for 
film rights which totaled approxi- 
mately $2,369,000 in °40-4). Last 
year the total was around $1,200,000, 
which practically doubled that of 
1938-39. when a low water mark had 
been reached, partially blamed on 
the squabble with the authors. Out 
of the past season’s comparatively 
small number of producticns, 19 
were bought by Hollywood for a 
total of $2,190,000, while rights to 
plays of .previous seasons brought 
another $110,500, and there were 
miscellaneous rights of summer try- 
outs, etc., amounting to $68,500. 

One picture rights plum is last. 
season’s ‘Life With Father,’ still 
playing Broadway (Empire). Rights 
may not be disposed of for years 
and the management has not even 
considered any bids. 

‘Lady’s’ Top Film Sale 

Largest amount paid went for 

‘Lady in the Dark’ (Alvin), which 


Paramount (also in on the produc- 
tion) got for $285,000. Last year the 
(Continued on page 52) 





arrived, which | 





New ‘B’way’ in Stock 





‘Broadway, 1941,’ brought up to 
date, which was slated for N. Y. 
presentation during the winter, has 
been released for summer stock 
showings and around half a dozen 
spots will use the play, with others 
probably placing it on their sched- 
ules. The new ‘Broadway’ may play 
as close to town as Brighton Beach, 

The Phil Dunning-George Abbott 
melodrama was presented by Jed 
Harris in 1926, the play lifting the 
Manager among the well knowns. 
After earning a fortune as a stage 
show, film rights of ‘Broadway’ 
brought nearly $250,000. 


BWAY DEARTH 
_ PROGRESSIVE 


How the legit season slowed up is 
shown by the dearth of premieres on 
Broadway through spring. After 
February, when eight new produc- 
tions entranced, the ¢rop was 
progressive. During March, five 
shows came in; in April there were 
four; May saw one revival, and June 
also has had a solo debut. Within 
the period of mid-February there 
were a dozen entrants, out of which 
there was one click—‘Watch on The 
Rhine,’ Beck, which tops the straight 
plays—and one moderate success— 
‘Native Son,’ St. James. Spring 
would have been more lively had 
the recent tryouts been brought to 
town, 

During summer Broadway must 
depend on the holdovers, nothing 
new being due until the late sum- 
mer or early fall. There are 19 shows 
on the list, of which six are musicals. 
Of that division at least one will sus- 











pend—‘Lady in The Dark, Alvin. 
Summer musical fare therefore will 
depend on ‘Panama Hattie,’ ‘Pal 


Joey,’ ‘Hellzapoppin,’ and ‘Louisiana 
Purchase. ‘It Happens on Ice,’ Cen- 
ter, in doubtful. 

How 
vive is 
candidates 


many straight plays will sur- 
indefinite, but the leading 
‘Watch on The Rhine,’ 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton, ‘Life 
With Father,’ Empire, a Sister 
Eileen,’ Biltmore, “The Corn is Green,’ 
National, ‘Claudia,’ Booth, rie Native 
Son.’ This indicates a summer list 
of 12 shows. Other possibilities art 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
Music Box, and ‘Separate Rooms,’ 
Plymouth. An added closing last 
Saturday (31) was ‘The Happy Days,’ 
Miller. ‘Lady in The Dark’ 
the Alvin after another 
while ‘The Doctor’s Dilemma’ 
off June 21 at the Shubert. 

Interest now turns to the summer 
stock and the tryouts there 
even the number of Broad- 
way has 

tant s 
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Holtz’s Own Show 


Pittsburgh, June 3. 

Lou Holtz will return to Broad- 
vay next season in a new musical 
under Shubert banner, he said here 
last week before leaving for Chi- 
cago. Idea for show is Holtz’s own 
and it will be developed by himself 
and a couple of writers still to be 
picked. Composers will be engaged 
by Shuberts. 

t'll be the first Broadway produc- 
iii for the poppa of the Lapidus 
legend since ‘You Said It’ almost 10 
years ago. 


an 


the 


31? 
Will oper- 


St 


week 
etta opening 
Louis Munic 


Charles Washburn, p.a. Sor the Chi- 
cago company of ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace,’ has about 70,000 words com- 
pleted on a semi-autobiographical 
nove 


} NEW ENN ENTRIES. Equity Indies Ask Council Reprimand 
I HITS IN 4-4) OF Flo Reed for legal Campaigning 


Rank and file of Equity are all 
het up over Friday’s (6) election 
and the fight between the regulars 
and those on the independent ticket 
is getting hotter and hotter, most of 
the campaigning being done by the 
opposition faction. Amid the con- 
troversy, the Red charges made by 
William P. Lambertson, Kansas con- 
gressman last summer, were made 
a focal point and it is now likely 
that alleged radicals will soon get a 


‘chance to substantiate their denials 


of Communistic leanings. 

Only known campaigning through 
the mails by regular candidate sup- 
porters was a reprint of the letter 
from Lambertson to Florence Reed. 


|It was sent to the membership in 
|envelopes printed with Miss Reed’s 


name as chairman of Equity’s nom- 
inating committee. A_ delegation 
representing the indie ticket called 
upon the council, arguing that it 
was improper for Miss Reed to use 
her chairmanship status in such 
manner. Council was asked to re- 
buke her and it is understood that 


_ charges will be filed against the ac- 


| tress. 


Those supporting the regulars 
took the viewpoint that if Miss Reed 
erred it was merely technical. 


Indies Endorse Two ‘Regulars’ 

At ea meeting of indie supporters 
held Tuesday (27) last week it was 
announced that Margaret Webster 
and E. John Kennedy, of the regular 
ticket, had been endorsed along with 
the eight opposition nominees (11 
councilors are to be elected, one a 
replacement). In a bulletin headed 
‘Enquirer,’ sent out by the indies, 
it was asked: ‘Do you know that 
Rep. Lambertson welched on _ his 
promise to print Alan Hewitt’s de- 
fense in the Congressional Record?’ 
Hewitt is a present member of the 
council whom the nominators de- 
clined to put on the regular ticket 
because he had been named by Lam- 
bertson. Hewitt told of his efforts 
to clear himself at the meeting and 
pasted the congressman for inter- 
fering with the internal affairs of 
Equity. 

Several 
knowns 


stage well- 
supporters 


additional 


were named as 


of the indie ticket, including George 
Abbott, who is a manager but also a 
ife member of Equity. Messages 
from them were printed in the bul- 
letin, with generous criticism of the 
attitude taken by the nominating 
committee Another open meeting 
of ndie people wa held at the 
Edison hotel last night (Tuesday) 
alter how break. 
More Lambertson Charges 

The Lambertson letter, alleged to 
have been solicited from him by 
Mi Reed, who is an Equity vice- 
pre ident, made additional charges 
that were not revealed before. 
Wrote the Kansan: 

‘A very cursory check of the 
names published in Equity’s maga- 
zine as supporters of Mr. Hewitt, ree 
veal 25 who have well-known rec- 
ords as sympathizers and supporters 
of the Communist party.’ 

One was singled out as partici- 
pating with Reds when he was con- 
nected with the Federal Theatre 
Project in Chicago. Asfor brir g 
the relief theatre back. the es 

y there is no more chance than the 
‘proverbial snowball.” 

Congressman’s letter also 1 that 
the nominating committee, in not 
naming Hewitt, was the first move, 
in his opinion, to enforce Equity’s 
resolution of last fall: ‘No member 
of or sympathizer with a Commu- 
nist, Nazi or Fascist organization 


can be employed by or hold office 
in Equity.’ He also said that noth- 
ing has come to his attention since 
oe summer to ‘diminish in the 

ghtest degree’ his charges against 
half a dozen members of the coune- 
cil, ‘Any doubt in my mind ag 
to whether Mr. Hewitt was an un- 
witting rather than knowing tool of 
the Communists pretty well dis- 
pelled his position in this elece 
tion.’ 


also: 


b i 





Elizabeth McFadden, author of 
‘Double Door’ and other plays, has 
written a new courtroom meller, for 


which she is seeking a summer the- 
atre tryout 
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5-Odd Strawhats Indicate Total 
Gross of $1,500,000 This Summer; 
Plenty Scripts, Names Available 





By HOBE MORRISON 


As the strawhat season is about 
to start, indications are that there 
will probably be about the same 
number of theatres as last year. 
And, as far as even tentative fore- 
casts can be made, business is like- 
ly to be better than usual. As a 
broad estimate, it may be predicted 
that a total gross of somewhere 
around $1,500,000 may be drawn by 


all the professional summer theatres — 


over the full season. 

According to the latest available 
information there will be 50-odd so- 
called summer stock theatres oper- 
ating under Equity sanction this 
year. That includes not only the 
Equity-bonded outfits that pay the 
Equity minimum and agree to ob- 
serve Equity’s regulations, but also 
such spots as the Barter theatre, 
Abingdon, Va., and ‘The Lost Col- 
ony,” on Roanoke Island, N. C., 
which operate under special Equity 
waivers. It also includes such regu- 
lar stock setups as the Maplewood 
(N. J.) theatre; the Royal Alexan- 
dra, Toronto, and Keith’s, Indian- 
apolis. 

Factor in the favorable boxoffice 
outlook for the season is the lineup 
of promising shows available. List 
includes such recent Broadway plays 
as ‘Male Animal,’ ‘Ladies in Retire- 
ment,’ ‘Skylark,’ ‘George Washington 
Slept Here,' ‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ ‘Little 
Foxes,’ possibly ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ 


and the intimate musical, ‘Two for 
the Show.’ There will also be a 


number of hits from past seasons, | 


such as ‘Once in a Lifetime’ and ‘Our 
Town.’ Supply of likely scripts is 
just as important to strawhats as it 
is to Broadway. 


Weather’s Important 


One of the most important and 
least predictable factors of summer 
theatre business, however, is the 
weather. Two seasons ago there 
were a succession of rainy weekends 
through the first two-thirds of the 
summer. Grosses were brutal near- 


the established strawhat stands will ' 


| have a guest-name policy. Most of 
' these names will be the regular legit 
headliners, such as Jane Cowl, Ruth 
Gordon, Tallulah Bankhead, Ruth 
| Chatterton, Violet Heming, Pauline 


‘Lord, etc., with the customary num- | 


ber of novelty names, such as Moss 


Hart and Harpo Marx (in ‘Man Who | 


Came to Dinner’) and Alexander 
Woollcott and Harpo Marx (in ‘The 
| Yellow Jacket’). There will also be 
the usual assortment of Hollywood 
names, including this year Charles 
Butterworth, Michael Whalen, C. 
‘Aubrey Smith, Luise Rainer, Mary 


Boland, Billie Burke, among others. | 





Strawhat Notes 


Bucks County playhouse, New 
'Hope, Pa. is already sold out for 
Friday (6) night’s season opening 


| with Charles Butterworth in ‘George | 


Washington Slept Here’... . Kauf- 
man-Hart play is localed there and 
‘both authors have summer. places 
inearby ... Bucks County will also 
‘try out a revival of Arnold Bennett’s 
| ‘Great Adventure’ during the season, 
| with Pauline Lord starred .. . Idea 
‘is to bring it to Broadway in the 
.fall . . . Jack Kennedy, of the Sam 
| Harris production staff, will be stage 
| manager at the Ridgeway theatre, 
| White Plains, N. Y., this summer 
|: . » Hume Cronyn will direct sev- 
eral productions at different straw- 
|hats during the season ... Theatre 
| Guild intends doing a number of try- 
,outs at Westport, Conn. ... Ben 
| Kranz, stage manager for Herman 
,Shumlin road companies, will direct 
the first five productions 
|Monomoy theatre, Chatham, 
summer. 


this 











Gertie Lawrence 


—___=mgcontinued from page 1 
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| peared in ‘Sunny’ on a deal calling 
|for 10% of that musical’s gross. 
| Scaled at $6.60 and $7.70 in those 
‘days, the New Amsterdam hit the 
| $50,000 mark regularly. 


| ‘Lady in Dark’ gross is somewhat 
jbetter than $31,500 average at the 
| Alvin, 


Show is suspending for 10 weeks 


at the | 





ly everywhere and a number of starting June 16 so that the star may 
stands were forced to fold. Even |take her usyal summer rest and is 
those able to remain lighted barely | dated to resume Sept. 1. Miss Law- 
got by. Last season a dearth of | rence planned to clipper to London 
strong plays and a combination of but it is believed she will now re- 
other troubles knocked many straw- | ™ain over here, 
hats insolvent before the summer ‘Lady’ is one of the most expensive 
was over. Yet, as the year before, to operate because of the high pay 
the established theatres made at to the star and large royalties to the 
least a modest profit and some even ‘three authors—Moss Hart, Ira Gersh- 
cleaned up again. |win and Kurt Weill who split 13%. 
As usual there are numerous | Those two items approximate $9,000 
other ventures closely related to and | weekly, so that it will take longer 
dependent on the strawhats. These for the production cost to be earned 
include restaurants, bars, small nite- | back than any other musical in many 
ries, inns, hotels, stores and various , Seasons. 
other undertakings. Just as the the- Other current stage stars whose 
atres suffered during the last two salaries are in the higher brackets 
seasons, so these related ventures’ include the Lunts, Katharine Cor- 
fared badly. After two slim seasons, | nell, Katharine Hepburn and Helen 


the managements of such spots are Hayes. The Lunts, however, are in 
also waiting anxiously to find out if 


the coming season will be more 
profitable and enable them to recoup. | also applies to Miss Cornell’s plays. 
Others, operating for the first time | 
this summer, will need a break to 
get through the season. 
Less Film Scouting 

From present indications, there'll 
be less intensive covering of the 
strawhats this summer by film tal- 
ent scouts and agents. That will drawn huge pay when appearing for 
merely continue a tendency of re- | Charles B. Cochran in London. 
cent seasons, when the picture reps; In private life Miss Lawrence is 
and agents have learned that most the wife of Richard Aldrich, of the 
of the talent to be seen on strawhat producing firm of Aldrich & (Rich- 
stages is the same as that visible on ard) Myers. When she appeared for 
Broadway during the winter. There’s John Golden, in ‘Susan and God’ and 
usually a turnout for a promising ‘Skylark,’ her contracts also called 
new play, particularly if by a name for heavy coin, but not up in the 
author (though such pieces are not brackets of her income in ‘Lady.’ 
normally given strawhat tryouts) | 
and agents and talent reps frequent- | 


ly make trips to look over a recom- ‘Skylark’ Preems Elitch 


mended prospect in a specific part. . 
But in general, there is nowhere Golden Jubilee Season 
Denver, June 3. 


near as much coverage of the sum- 
Elitch summer theatre will begin 


mer circuit as there used to be. 
its Golden Jubilee year with ‘Sky- 


Latest available list of Equity- 
netioned summer managements 

nennesoni : lark’ on June 16, and will operate for 

|11 weeks, 


appears elsewhere in this issue. As 
The opening night will be a cele- 


additional spots are announced, they 
will be reported. In addition, a 

/ bration, with Gov. Ralph Carr, Mayor 
Ben Stapleton and others prominent 


gence service. He too, is always in 
on the manager’s earnings, as during 
the run of ‘Tonight at 8:30.’ He’s 





schedule of the ensuing week’s try- 
outs at Equity spots will be printed 
and, when possible, the shows them- 
selves will be reviewed by VARIETY. 
As in recent seasons, the bulk of 


Somnes will. be back for his seventh 
year as director. 


on the managerial end of the attrac- | 
tions in which they appear, which | 


Noel Coward is probably the high- 
,est paid stage actor but has been off 
the boards for several years, at pres- 
}ent is in the English naval intelli- 


in official life being present. George | 


Critics’ Boxscore 
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| Brown (Post), who won in 1937-38 
| with .935. This has been Kronen- 
berger’s first season in the ratings. 
He had previously done his review- 
ing for Time mag. 

Robert Coleman (Mirror), the 
1936-'37 titleholder, winds up third 
| this year with .900. He caught 50 
shows, calling the turn on 45, while 
Walter Winchell, who is credited 
with being the Mirror’s first-stringer, 
reviewed only 10, and got an aver- 
age of .900. Winchell was right on 
nine, wrong on one. 

Other critics, and their averages, 


| finished in the following order: 
Lockridge, .881; Brooks Atkinson 
(Times), .864; Sidney B. Whipple 


(World-Telegram), .857; John An- 
derson (Journal-American),  .846; 
John Mason Brown (Post), .843, and 
|Burns Mantle (Daily News), .780. 
The combined average of all the 


opinions out of a total] of 515 re- 
views. 

Per usual as of late, Variery’s com- 
bined critics wound up behind the 
daily winner with an average of .934, 
despite all the efforts of the sheet’s 
own tabulator to put a brighter per- 
centage on 57 correct answers on a 
total of 61 shows reviewed. 

As before, the boxscore was fig- 
ured on only the new shows, exclud- 
ing revivals, experimental produc- 
tions, non-commercial ventures and 
amateur efforts. Such presentations 
as ‘It Happens on Ice’ and ‘Mum’s 
the Word’ were included. ‘Crazy 
With the Heat’ was judged on the 
basis of the first reviews rather than 
those for the reopened version, 


L’VILLE’S 6 OUTDOOR 
_ SHOWS TEE OFF JULY 7 








| Louisville, June 3. 


Fourth season of Shubert summer 
shows at Iroquois Amphitheatre will 
get underway July 7 with ‘Chocolate 
Soldier.’ Six-week season will also 
include “Too Many Girls,’ ‘Irene,’ 
‘Three Waltzes,’ ‘Rio Rita’ and ‘New 
Moon.’ 


Production is again in charge of 
John Shubert, who will hold audi- 
tions at the National Theatre June 
14 for Louisville singérs and dancers. 
Cast will include some new faces as 
well as those of previous seasons. 


Principles include Robert Shafer, 
Jane Pickens, Carol Stone, Austin 
Marshall, Ruby Mercer, Edward 


Roecker, Martha Errole, Nancy Mc- 
Cord, and Perry Askam. Support- 
ing players will be Jack Sheehan 
and Doris Patson, Franklyn Fox, Ted 
Gary, Barrie O’Daniels, Sergio De 
Karlo, Florenz Ames, Maryin Law- 
|ler, Allan Stewart, Robert Lyons, 
Robert Leonard, John Patrick, Mary 
Roche, Melissa Mason, Nina Varella, 
Nora Williams, Nina Olivette, Nina 
Allen, Zara Fox, Edna Strong and 
Ethel Barrymore Colt. 

Sammy Lambert will be stage di- 
rector and Ralph Stone, musical di- 
rector. Carl Randall will again 
have charge of the dances, and Rollo 
L. Wayne will provide decor, his 
fourth local season. 





Open-Air Concerts 


Mexico City, June 3. 

Programs for the introduction of 
a series of open-air concerts, similar 
to those rendered in leading U. S. 
cities, are being arranged on a na- 
tional scale by the Ministry of Pub- 
lic Education. 

Miguel Lerdo de Tejada, ace com- 
poser and director of the Mexican 
Tipica Orchestra, who died May 26, 
was one of the chief sponsors of this 
plan. The plan is to start here this 
summer, probably 
Stadium. It would be extended to 
key provincial cities. 


No Pitt Strawhat 


Pittsburgh, June 3. 


Pittsburgh will have to do with- 
out strawhat entertainment this sum- 
mer. Town’s only barn theatre, Fox 
Chapel Playhouse, which was op- 
erated year ago by Robert Gill and 
Mrs. Ruby Wickersham, won't re- 
open. Owners said they took it on 
the chin last season and didn’t feel 
conditions were any better present- 
‘ly. Efforts of group of music lov- 
ers to get City Council to appropri- 
ate some coin for series of outdoor 
operettas also nixed. 

Closest strawhat to Pittsburgh will 
be Mountain Playhouse at Jenners- 
town, Pa., which is 60 miles away. 

















critics was .881 based on 449 right | 











{ 





Mapped for Mexico | 


in the National | 








Wednesday, June 4, 1941 


‘Variety Box Score Winners 


ee eee 














ss. 2B W. OO. Pet. 
°23-'24—_-CRAIG (Mail) eee ee eer eeeeeeeeee 78 53 19 6 677 
°24-'25—POLLOCK (Brooklyn Eagle)..... 97 73 24 0 -753 
°25-'26—GABRIEL (Sun) ...........06 -» 109 90 18 1 826 
°26-"27—-GABRIEL (Sun) .....0...-.seeee 105 90 15 0 857 
‘27-'28—ATKINSON (Times) ........... . 94 81 12 1 862 
°28-"29—LITTLE (Post) ...ccccccsscess coe 72 16 1 .809 
*29-"30—BROWN (Post) cocccscssscccees . 88 79 9 0 898 
"30-"31—-BROWN (Post) ...ccccccccccccces 104 8 18 1 817 
*31-'°32—GABRIEL (American) .......... 109 100 8 1 917 
°32-'33—-GABRIEL (American) ........... 103 89 613 1 864 
°33-"34—BROWN (Post) .....0.....--eeeee 98 69 8 1 908 ; 
°34-"35—BROWN (Post) ©.........c.e-eeees 90 -; 1 855 
*35-'36—GABRIEL (American) ......... « = 82 8 0 920 
’36-"°37—-COLEMAN (Mirror) ............ . 82 75 5 2 914 
’37-'38—BROWN (Post) ..........seceeee . 6 S58 4 OO 935 ! 
*38-'39--ANDERSON (Journal-American). 73 62 ill 0 849 i 
*39-'40—LOCKRIDGE (Sun) ............ 65 8 0 890 ? 
’40-'41—WATTS (Herald Tribune) ...... . 60 57 3 0 950 
Summer Stock Cos. for 1941 | 
(Equity-bonded groups only) 
Ann Arbor Drama Festival, Ann Arbor, Michigan. . 


c-o Jane Broder, Times Bldg., N.Y.C.—BR 9-4185. 
Barter Theatre, Abingdon, Virginia. 
c-o Robert Porterfield, 228 W. 58th St., N.Y.C—CO 5-4087. 
Barnstormers—Tamworth, N. H. | 
c-o Francis G. Cleveland, 235 E. 22d St., N.Y.C.—AL 4-3212. 
Bass Rocks Theatre, Gloucester, Mass. 
c-o Martin Manulis, 13 E. 9th St., N.Y.C.—GR 5-2180. 
Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass. 
c-o Wm. B. Miles, 204 E. 39th St., N.Y.C.—MU 5-5276. 
Bucks County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa. 
c-o Theron Bamberger, 132 W. 43d St., N.Y.C—BR 9-3984. 
Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass. 
c-o Aldrich & Myers, 11 W. 42d St., N.Y.C.—PE 6-0729. 
Cape Theatre, Cape May, N. J. 
c-o T. C. Upham, 516 Fifth Ave., N.Y.C.—MU 2-3383. 


Chapel ” ‘ouse, Guilford, Conn. 1 
c-6 Beers, Chamberlin Brown Office, 145 W. 45th St.—BR 9-8480, 4 
Chase *layhouse, Whitefield, N. H. 
c-~ atre Production Service, 1430 Broadway, N.Y.C.—LO 5-7039. 


Clare Tree Major—Chappaqua Stock, Chappaqua, N. Y. 
Inquire Adelaide Ullian, 366 Madison Ave., N.Y.C. 
Clinton Theatre, Clinton, Conn 
c-o Horace Sinclair, 11 W. 42d St., N.Y.C.—PE 6-9381. 
County Playhouse, Suffern, N. Y. (Run by Jean Muir & Sanford Meisner) 
c-o Wm. Morris, 1270 6th Ave., N.Y.C.—CI 7-2160. 
Country Playhouse, Westport, Conn. 
c-o Lawrence Langner & Armina Marshall, 120 E. 41st St., N.Y.C.— 


AS 4-8471. 

Del Monte Summer Theatre, Del Monte, Cal. ' 
c-o Charles O’Neil. 

Dorney Park, Allentown, Pa. ’ 


c-o Edgar Mayo. 
Elitch Gardens, Denver, Colo. ' 
c-o George Somnes, 9 Rockefeller Plaza, N.Y.C.—CI 5-8994. 
Hilltop Theatre, Ellicott City, Md. 
c-o Don Swann, 133 Macdougal St., N.Y.C.—GR 5-8515. 
Hampton Theatre, Bridgehampton, L. I. 
c-o Charles O. Carey, 234 W. 44th St., N.Y.C. 
Ivoryton Playhouse, Ivoryton, Conn. 
c-o Milton Stiefel, 1775 Broadway, N.Y.C.—CO 5-4933. 
Tuake Whalom Theatre, Fitchburg, Mass. 
c-o Guy Palmerton, 129 W. 49th St., N.Y.C.—BR 9-8400. 
Lakewood Theatre, Skowhegan, Me. 
c-o Melville Burke, 128 W. 44th St., N.Y.C.—BR 9-8020. 
Keith’s Theatre, Indianapolis, Ind. 
c-o Martin Burton. 
Keene Summer Theatre, Keene, N. H. 
c-o Freeman Hammond—See Jay Strong, 1425 Broadway, N.Y.C. 
—LO 5-4530. 
Maplewood Theatre, Maplewood, N. J. 
c-o Cheryl Crawferd and John Wildberg, 49 W. 45th St.. N.Y.C.— 
LO 3-5878. 
Maverick Theatre, Woodstock, N. Y. 
c-o Don McClure, 111 W. 57th St., N.Y.C—CO 5-3092. 
Mountain Park Theatre, Holyoke, Mass. 
c-o E. C. Edson, 142 W. 87th St., N.Y.C—SC 4-0363. 
Mountain Playhouse, Jermerstown, Pa. 
c-o James P. Stoughton and Louise Stoughton Maust. 
Monomoy Theatre, Chatham, Mass. 
c-o Mary Winslow, 16 W. 52d St., N.Y.C.—EL 5-4193. 
Nantucket Players, Nantucket, Mass. 
c-o Burton Yarborough, Nantucket Yacht Club. 
North Shore Players, Marblehead, Mass. 
c-o Blake Johnson, General manager. 
Ogunquit Players, Ogunquit, Maine. 
c-o Mrs. Walter Hartwig, 254 W. 54th St., N.Y.C—CI 17-3231. 
Paper Mill Playhouse, Millburn, N. J. 
c-o Frank Carrington—Phone Short Hills (N. J.) 7-3000. 
Red Barn Theatre, Westboro, Mass. 
c-o Rose Dresser, 49 Elm St., Boston, Mass. 
Ridgeway Theatre, White Plains, N. Y. 
c-o Julien & Dorothy Olney, 2 W. 45th St., N.Y.C_—MU 2-1176. 
Robin Hood Theatre, Arden, Del. 
c-o Louisa D’Andelot Carpenter, 1270 6th Ave., N.Y.C.—CI 6-0044. 
Sayville Playhouse, Sayville, L. I. 
c-o Leslie McLeod, 229 W. 42d St., N.Y.C.—WI 17-8751. 
South Shore Players, Cohasset, Mass. 
c-o Mrs. Alex Dean, 236 Edgehill Rd., New Haven, Conn. 
Spa Theatre, Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 
c-o Hope Lawder Ritchie. 
Springfield Trade School Auditorium, Springfield, Mass. 
c-o Harold J. Kennedy, 1430 Broadway, N.Y.C.—LA 4-3754. 
Starlight Theatre, Pawling, N. Y—c-o Maryverne Jones. 
Stony Creek Theatre, Stony Creek, Conn. 
c-o Ronald Hammond, 54 Greenwich Ave., N.Y.C.—GR 17-7537. 
omaneetere anaes Theatre, Skaneateles, N. Y. 
c-o Walter Davis and Virginia Franke, illi i 
roadway, NYC. Cl Vien at Murray Phillips office, 1674 
St. Louis Municipal Opera, St. Louis, Mo. 
c-o Richard Berger, 1270 6th Ave., N.Y.C.—CI 7-5374. 


Subway Circuit, c-o O. E. Wee & Jules L h 
BR 9-1962. eventhal, 125 W. 45th St., N.Y.C. 


Royal Alexandra Theatre, Toronto. 
c-o Frank McCoy, 125 W. 45th St., N.Y.C.—BR 9-5686. 
Tamar: lone ane Lake Pleasant, N. Y. 
c-o Malcolm erbury, Actors Equi — 
Ba y quity, 45 W. 47th St. N.Y.C. 
Town Hall Playhouse, Westboro, Mass. 
c-o Alan Gray Holmes, 
Theatre-by-the-Sea, Matunuck, R. I. 
c-o Jackson Halliday, 1501 Broadway, N.Y.C. 
Theatre in the Dale, c-o Louis Toussaint, New Milford Conn 
Waterside Theatre, Manteo, Roanoke Island, N. C. 
c-o D. Bradford Fearing, Pres, 
Westchester Playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 


c-o Fred Sears, Austina Mason office. 535 5th Ave., N.Y.C.—VA 6-5586 


Woodstock Theatre, Woodstock, N. ¥Y.—Robert Elwyn. 
N.Y.C_—VA 6-5586. 


c-o. Austina Mason, 535 5th Ave., 
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Lunts, Hepburn Topped Straight Plays 
On Road in 40-41; ‘Hellz’ Best of All: 
Eastern Biz Was Particularly Good 


Wayburn at Strawhat 


Ned Wayburn will be associated 
with Maryverne Jones this summer 
in the direction of her Starlight the- 
atre, Pawling, N. Y. Besides having 











A final survey of the 1940-41 
season reveals that legit business on 
the road, particularly in the east, 
was comparatively excellent. 

It wasn’t surprising when the 
Lunts, trouping this past season in 
‘There Shall Be Night,’ scored the 
highest straight play grosses, with 
Katharine Hepburn in ‘The Philadel- 
phia Story’ a close second, but show- 
men perked up their ears that the 





number two ‘Hellzapoppin’, with Ed- | 


die Garr and Billy House, harvested 
the highest figures of all types of 
legiters. Olsen and Johnson, of the 
original ‘Hellz’, were the most puz- 
zled of all, for they didn’t think it 
possible. 

‘Night’ is the Robert E. Sherwood 
drama that was accorded the Pu- 
litzer prize a year after it opened. 
It scored -sensationally on Broad- 
way, despite the difference of opin- 
ion over the text, the anti-Nazi 
drama lifting the stature of the stage 
as*no play had in a generation. That 
is reflected in the support ‘Night’ 


| 


| 


was given throughout the country, | 


its success being considered a tribute 
to superlative acting. 

‘Hellz’ is a rough and tumble laugh 
revue and filled the void of musicals 
in many stands. There certainly was 
a wide gap in type between the two 
leaders. ‘Hellz’ was a wonder on 
Broadway, too, which still supports 
the show, but until the road com- 
pany arrived in Chicago the origi- 
nal was being topped as much as 
70% by the other outfit, grossing as 
high as $38,000 in one _ week. 
‘Du Barry Was A Lady’ was an- 
other laugh musical that was wel- 
comed in the keys, but measured at 
the boxoffice it ran second to the 
touring ‘Hellz’. 

‘Philly Story’s Fine Record 

‘Philadelphia Story’ was nearly on 
par with ‘Night’ in popular 
in its swing along the road, each 


getting from $20,000 to $28,000 in 
The 
Lunts’ big b.o. was more consistent, 


some of the livest stands. 
however, and averaged $24,000 week- 
ly for nearly the entire tour. ‘Story’ 
was made into a picture last sum- 
mer during the play’s layoff, and 
the film was released before the out- 
of-town bookings were completed. 
Despite the picture opposition, it 
drew corking grosses 
phia and Baltimore. 

Although a late 


road, “Twelfth Night’, with Helen 


Hayes and Maurice Evans, was well 


with the top scoring straight 
Earliest starter of the 1940- 


up 
shows. 


41 season was Gertrude Lawrence 
in ‘Skylark’, which jumped to the 


Coast, and turned in a flock of top 


grosses before the star called it off 


to appear in ‘Lady In The Dark’ 
early in the winter. 
Life’, last year’s Pulitzer winner, 
had a route of 12 weeks booked, but 
extended the tour to 28 weeks and 
copped a goodly road profit. 


‘Father’ Big 

While not strictly on tour, ‘Life 
With Father’, with two companies 
playing out-of-town, continued the 
clean-up of the original company. 
Grosses were not up with the tour- 
ing leaders, but a record run was 
established in Chicago, while the 
Boston and Philadelphia stays were 
the longest in modern times. Both 
the touring companies of ‘Father’ 
have been routed throughout next 


Season, the first company aimed 
through a second summer at the 


Empire, N. Y., while another has 
started what will probably be a 
summer’s stay at Detroit (Cass). 

‘Foxes’ Record No. of 1-Niters 

Tour of ‘The Little Foxes’, with 
Tallulah Bankhead, was one for the 
record, the show playing more one- 
nighters than any play in a flock 
of years. There were at least 85 
one-night stands, plus engagements 
of two nights. Business was vari- 
able in some spots, but weekly tak- 
ings for most of the tour were 
around the high $20,000 level, liv- 
ing up to its Broadway reputation 
as an exceptional drama. 

‘The Man Who Came To Dinner’ 
was another crack road show and 
in many stands drew more than 
$20,000 on the week. Like ‘Father’, 
it is still playing out of town, while 
the original is on Broadway at the 
Music Box. ‘Dinner’ 
business record in Chicago, but a 
repeat date was a mistake, season 
there being on the downgrade when 
‘he second date started. 

‘The Male Animal’ had its ups and 


starter on the 


‘Time of Your 


upport | 


| 
| 


in Philadel- | 


| 
| 


'20 in °40 to 27 in ’41. 


‘116 in ’41. 
made a fine. 


downs, but some of the winning 
weeks saw high grosses for a straight 
show. “Tobacco Road’, playing from 
coast to coast, with some repeaters 
the.ssixth, seventh or eighth visits, | 
continues to be one of the freakiest | 
of successes. Grosses in Washing- 
ton, Baltimore and Pittsburgh were 
as high as $20,000. Original has 
finally quit Broadway, but a road 
company goes out again in the fall: 

There were few musicals on tour, 
which explains why such revived 
operettas as ‘Blossom Time’, ‘The 


supervision of about 20 non-Equity 
‘junior players,’ 
straight comedy (as yet unselected) 
and possibly an intimate revue. 
Company will use a guest-name 
policy this summer for the first time. 


son, a fall tour is planned. 





ENDING CAREER 


Chicago, June 3. 





Student Prince’ and ‘Rose Marie’ 
did profitable business, especially in 
the east. 


The season just ended proved 


again that the road is alive for the | are the Auditorium theatre and: 


good things, even though there isn’t 
so much of them. 


Philly B.O. 20% Better 
This Season Than Last 


Philadelphia, June 3. 


One of the most successful legit | 
seasons in recent years wound up 
Saturday (31) with the closing of | 
‘Life With Father’ and ‘Gay Divorce.’ | 

Grosses were higher by 20% over 
last year and the number of engage- 
ments showed an increase of six. It 
also marked the revival of the Wal- 
nut Street theatre, oldest house in 





dormant for nearly six years and and has one of the biggest stages in | ‘Hattie,’ ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ 


marked for demolition. 


25 Shows Got $315,000 
In 25 Balto Weeks 


Baltimore, June 3. 


Season of legit just passed here 
hung up one of the biggest profits 
in years, Off to a late and halting 
start because of lack of bookings, 
legit nevertheless took a resounding 
spurt midway in the year, setting a 
rosy pace thereafter without letup 
until its final curtain in mid-May. 

Biggest week’s gross was chalked 
up at Ford’s by Helen Hayes and 
Maurice Evans in ‘Twelfth Night,’ 
with an actual count of $23,400. 


Pitt No Longer 1-Week 
Town; 22-Week Season 


Pittsburgh, June 3. 


Legit dipped some here this sea- 
son, but not too much. Nixon got 
22 weeks and total gross of around 
$315,000, as against 25 weeks the 
year before and $350,000. One thing 
house proved, however, was that 
Pittsburgh is no longer a single 
week town. Biz done by touring 
‘Hellzapoppin’ and ‘Man Who Came 
to Dinner,’ during fortnight engage- 
ments, knocked idea into cocked hat. 
Not only that, but ‘Dinner’ came 
back latet for a third week and 
didn’t do bad at all. 

Season’s high was hit by ‘Hellz,’ 
which drew better than $62,000 in 
its two weeks, with ‘DuBarry’ at 
$25.000, and ‘There Shall Be No 
Night’ at slightly better than $23,009 
the runners-up. Low for year was 
biz done by Dante on his return en- 
gagement, $2,500, which shocked 
everybody in view of fact that magi- 
cian had originally done $10,500 here 
during height of season and was 
turning ’em away at final few per- 
formances. Pulling up second and 
third in the n.g. department were re- 
vival of ‘Night Must Fall,’ at $3,300, 
and ‘Pins and Needles,’ which got 
around $5,800. 

Outstanding take of all, however, 
was registered by ‘Tobacco Road,’ 
playing its ‘steenth engagement at 
Nixon, where it grabbed $19,000 at 
$1.50 top. 


N. H. ’40-41 Season 
Tops Last Year 


New Haven, June 3. 
Windup of legit season at state’s 
top house, Shubert, finds the score 

better in 1940-41 than a year ago. 
Number of shows increased from 
Total per- 
formances increased from 73 in ’40 to 
Whereas last season had 








no full-week stands, 


‘these being the Dante magic show 


and the Alexander Woollcott ‘Man 
Who Came to Dinner.’ Current sea- 
son extended about three weeks be- 
yond a year ago. Again, most 


41 had two, | 


On June 30 will shutter one of the 


most famous theatrical landmarks in | 
{the history of Chicago and of show 


, business. Due to close down forever 


, hotel. 
There is no immediate plan for 


the demolition of these buildings, | 


with the plan merely to shut it down 
| and await some realty developments. 
There is a dispute on as to the tax 
| payments on these properties and 
this dispute is apparently at the bot- 
tom of the decision to bolt the doors. 


torium hotel and building have re- 


| Built in the last years of the 19th 
,century, and for years the home of 
the Chicago Opera Co., the Audi- 
,torium is acknowledged as one of 
the finest theatres in the world. 


he will stage a 


Besides the regular nine-week sea- | 


| 


| 


Bway Musicals Season OK, But 


~ Too Many $4.40 Shows Knocked 
Each Other Off; DeSylva’s Success 





Broadway’s musical shows during 
the season just completed were gen- 
erally successful and most of them 


« earned back their production costs 
rather quickly, but the oft-queried 
e e problem arose as to how many high- 


scaled shows can profitably operate 
at the same time. The competition 
between musicals scaled at $4.40 top 
was proven too keen and several! did 
not survive, even though they 


| played out of the red. 


Case in point was brought out by 
the arrival of ‘Panama Hattie’ at the 
46th Street, a musical which led 
the list until the newer ‘Lady in the 


| Dark’ came into the Alvin. As soon 


as ‘Hattie’ opened attendance at the 
Shubert for ‘Hold on to Your Hats’ 
and at Broadhurst, which had ‘Boys 
and Girls Together,’ dropped off ap- 
preciably and there was little doubt 
that their runs were curtailed be- 
casue of the number of high-scaled 
musicals. Al Jolson’s winter illness 
was a factor in the closing of ‘Hats,’ 
but not entirely so. Ed Wynn aimed 


: , S- to keep his ‘Boys’ going through the 
All residents and lessees in the Audi- ' 


season, but the gross dropped too 


; . ‘much. He lowered the top to $3.30, 
ceived notices to vacate by June 30. | 


but that did not work out satisfac- 
torily. 
DeSylva Top Musical Producer 
Without doubt Buddy DeSylva 


; copped the laurels in musical show 


Acoustically it is just about perfect,! production. For a time he had three 
North America, by legit after lying though it seats 4,000 on four tiers|0n Broadway at the same time— | 


the nation. 
While primarily an opera and con- 


perial, and ‘Dubarry Was a Lady,’ 


‘which had moved from the 46th 


| cert theatre, it has occasionally been Street to the Royale. That show did 
|used for big legitimate shows, having | not tarry much longer, but went to 


played such items as 


‘Midsummer | the road and cleaned up. 


Night's Dream,’ the Laurence Olivier-| DeSylva is tied up in pictures now 
Vivien Leigh production of ‘Romeo! as Paramount studio’s head of pro- 


and Juliet,’ ‘I’d Rather Be Right’ and 

is strangely enough winding up its 
|career with the current ‘Hellza- 
| poppin.’ 


| duction and probably will not figure 
in next season’s activities on Broad- 
|way. His ‘Purchase’ has accom- 





Chi Legit Slid After Holy Week, But 








Chicago, June 3. 

| Business in the legitimate theatre 
| in Chicago started out as a real win- 
ner, but wound up on a hobble. And 


while there are plenty of alibis that 
fit in after-the-fact, the story is that 
business fell into the cellar around 
Holy Week and hasn’t recovered yet. 
Generally, though, elsewhere in the 
midwest, namely cities like Detroit, 
Kansas City, Milwaukee and Minne- 
apolis, biz was on the upgrade 
throughout the season. 


The twin houses, Selwyn and Har- 
ris, have just gone througn their 
worst season in years, particularly 
the Selwyn. The Harris got a break 
with ‘My Sister Eileen,’ which is still 
running and turning in a good profit 
for the house and show. Another 
winner at the Harris was ‘Ladies in 
Retirement,’ which sold out solidly 
in the second week of its first fort- 
night engagement in town. Show re- 


turned later for another two weeks | 


and did fairly well. House had one 
really sad bloomer in ‘Night of Love,’ 
which all the Shubert pampering 
failed to rally. 

Selwyn struggled pitifully through- 
out the season and had plenty of 
dark weeks. Was sad even with the 
Ed Wynn show, ‘Boys and Girls To- 
gether,’ and is now winding up four 
meagre weeks of ‘Cabin in the Sky.’ 
‘See My Lawyer’ guaranteed the 
house. ‘Here Today’ never got 


- 





shows were in for four-performance 
| weekends. 

Break-ins matched a year ago, 
there being 11 embryos to first see 
|light here. List comprised ‘Panama 
Hattie,” ‘Second Helping,’ ‘Twelfth 
Night,’ ‘Night of Love, revival of 
‘Elmer the Great,’ ‘All in Fun,’ ‘Deli- 
cate Story,’ ‘Old Acquaintance,’ ‘Lib- 
erty Jones,” ‘They Walk Alone,’ 
‘Hope for a Harvest.’ 

Added to list of regular shows 
were stands by Ruth and Paul Dra- 
per, Ballet Russe, a couple of spon- 
sored operas by Manhattan Civie Op. 
and an imported Yiddish musical. 
Ballet Russe did ace biz, others only 
s0-so. 


| started and wilted to nothing after 
‘the two-week American Theatre So- 
ciety subscription season. 

| ATS, on its subscription show 
pledge, wound up one show short. 
As a result, it is offering its sub- 
scribers refunds or a rate for ‘Ar- 
senic and Old Lace,’ now in its ninth 
week in the Grand. 

Grand had a pretty good season 
with ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ the 
Shubert revivals, ‘Blossom Time’ and 
‘Student Prince,’ 
‘Arsenic.’ 


acle by staying more than one year 
at the $4.40 scale, and will tour in 
the fall. Not since the boom days of 
the theatre, especially in the late 
1920’s, has a high scaled musical 
made the 52-week grade. At one 


‘time there were $5.50 and $6.60 top 


| 
} 
| 


Im- ' 


musicals which cost much more to 
produce than current day shows of 
the type. Some stayed for longer 
periods than ‘Pugchase,’ but none 
have done so in recent seasons. 


‘Hattie’ earned back its cost of 
$110,000 in 14 weeks, which was an 
eye-opener to Broadway. With the 
picture rights, which may reach 
$200,000, the show will eventually 
show a profit of at least $350,000. 
‘Purchase’ opened late in the spring 
last year and, before the summer 
was barely over, also had paid off its 
investment. ‘DuBarry’ also won 
back its cost quickly. 


DeSylva, former pop songwriter, 
returned to Broadway after a long 
stay on the Coast and produced 
three musical hits in succession, 
something of a record in itself, es- 
pecially for one who had not been 
a producer before. Why he tied up 
with Paramount is therefore not un- 
derstood on Broadway. He cleaned 
up and after saying he wasn’t inter- 
ested in Hollywood went or was 
lured back to the Coast. 


‘Lady’ Now Tops ‘Hattie’ 


‘Lady in the Dark’ forged ahead of 
‘Hattie’ gradually and is now the top 
musical on Broadway. It is the last 
musical that Broadway will have un- 
til the new season is at hand, but is 
costly to operate and will not get its 
production cost back until the fall. 
‘Hellzapoppin’ is a holdover, a freak 
success at the Winter Garden, where 
it will probably stay through sum- 
mer, what with the possible July 


m-|closing of ‘Purchase’ and the sus- 
| plished something of a modern mir- | 


The East Shows Rise Over 1939-40 


| 
' 


pension of ‘Lady’ after another week, 
What ‘Hellz’ has cleaned up is any- 
body’s guess, but it has earned a 
real fortune. 

Altogether on the debit side are 
four musicals, two of which never 
reached New York. ‘All in Fun,’ 
taken off after three performances; 
‘Crazy With the Heat,’ which closed 
and reopened for 12 weeks; ‘Hi Ya 
Gentlemen,’ and ‘She Had to Say 
Yes,’ all four representing an invest- 
ment of around $500,000. Such a 


| burnup of money, mostly from show 


| biz outsiders, has rarely been 
equalled. It was chargeable to in- 
competence or inexperience. ‘Heat’ 


and the current | 


Best winning house in the Loop | 


was the Erlanger, which came up 
with one of its fat years and prob- 
ably its top grosser in a long while. 
Latter was ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 
which played four months to grosses 
that regularly topped $20,000 and 
more. House just finished four 
weeks of ‘Twelfth Night,’ which did 
fairly well. 


Auditorium Closing 


| 


Auditorium, due to shutter forever | 


on June 30, is winding up its long 
career with ‘Hellzapoppin.’ But that 
show is not anywhere near what had 
been expected of it. Has been run- 
ning around $20,000 weekly, poor for 
a $3.30 top show in a 4,000-seat 
house, 

After 66 weeks the Blackstone the- 
atre is dark. For that period was 
occupied by ‘Life With Father’ and 
it was a lesson in show business 
from every angle of operation and 
production. Show drew 600,000 peo- 
ple for a gross of around $900,000 
for a record-breaking run and take 
lin this town. Harry Forwood, p.a., 
‘turned in a distinctive campaign 
| throughout the run. He created new 
;ads, and had met and photo service 
|for papers in some five states sur- 
| rounding Chicazo. He contacted for 
| incoming conventions, and had con- 
| sistent tie-ups with schools, churches, 
| ete, ‘ 


| 





Detroit Strong 
Detroit, June 3. 


is now a vaude unit, but whether it 
will repay those backers, including 
Ed Sullivan, who stepped in after the 
original producer was out, is ques- 
tionable. Certainly it will never win 
back the original outlay, said to be 
over $110,000. 

*Yes’ is due to be used in a forth- 
coming musical, but recapture of the 
original nut, too, is quite dubious, 
‘It Happens on Ice’ is a novelty musi- 
cal which got #eig money at the 
Center for some time but looks to 
be about through. 


Only 3 Roadshows 
Booked for Denver 


Denver, June 8. 
For the coming season only three 
roadshows have been booked for 
according to Arthur M. 
Oberfelder, local impresario. They 
are ‘Hellzapoppin,’ Helen Hayes in 





Denver, 


‘Ilene,’ and Edgar Bergen. All will 
be staged in the municipal audi- 
torium, 


The past winter business has been 
better than usual, and Oberfelder 
says the only drawback here is the 
inability to get enough good shows. 
More shows will be booked for the 
coming winter when opportunity 
presents. Distance has much to do 
with roadshows coming to Denver, 
most of them turning back on their 
westward jaunts at the Missouri 
river. 





Tom Kilpatrick, business manager 
this summer for the North Shore 
players, Marblehead, Mass., recently 
bought a sideshow act during a trip 
through the south. It’s a pair of 


In Detroit, the drama season just Negro twin babies, one an albino, 


‘past was better 


than last year. They’re currently being exhibited 


Grosses at the Cass, the sole legitef, with the World of Mirth carnival on 


(Continued on page 52) 


| tour. 





ae 


~~ ae ee 


ee 
IS eS 


1s Se 


ee gee gD 





50 LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 4, 1941 








Holiday Influx Matches Outgo, But 
B'way Stil Slips Off; ‘Rhine’ 196, 
Corn, $12,000, ‘Claudia, $11,000 





Grosses dropped down further. 500 last week, which was okay, but 
last week, but not only because of More was expected due to the extra 
the seasonal decline on the eve of matinee Memorial Day. 


summer. President Roosevelt’s speech on rye yt maenee See eee) 
Tuesday night (27) kept people at pr lone . 


re 5 but drew exceptionally well late in 
radio receiving sets and even the the week and credited with $10.500 
top draws were off on that evening. ayain; figured to stick indefinitely. 
Out-of-town exodus over three-day : : os 
Memorial Day weekend was counter- | / Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (23d week) 
balanced by incoming visitors. M-1,104; $4.40). Has been under 
, for Last Week strong pace of earlier months, but 
Estimates for L ' still among the favored musicals and 
Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R_ slated through summer; around $17,- 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 000. | 
O (Operetta). 


‘Panama Hattie,” 46th St. (31st 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Like most 
(2lst week) (CD-938; $3.30). One of other shows, Presidential speech hurt 
the best attended of the straight attendance; however, management | 
plays, with indications of continu- found no complaint with gross around 
ance through summer and well into $94 000. 


gg ar ag tied 7. (C- ‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (62nd 
712; $3.30). Holding to excellent Week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Should stay 
business, with nightly takings always well into summer, what with small 

operating cost and fixed charges on 


in four figures; last week was “ae 
affected. as most others, but very SUmmer basis; off, but made some 
~“ money at over $5,000. 


good at more than $11,000. 

‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden _ ‘Snookie,’ Golden (C-789; $2.75). 
(141st week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Looks Presented by Olsen and Johnson, 
set for another summer holdover; with Shuberts said to be in; written 
off early-in the week. but out of by Thomas A. Johnstone; opened 
towners supported it over the holi- Tuesday (3). 
day and the gross went over $20,000.! ‘The Beautiful People,’ Lyceum 

It Happens on Ice,’ Center (9th (6th week) (C-1,004; $3.30). Despite 
week) (repeat engagement) (R-3,087; high rating by some critics and ex- | 
$2.75). Expected business increase tra space ads, business under expec- 
saat _ did not pe ocd Page uN- tations; bit over $5,000 estimated. 
ess there is an upturn rink revue ’ < : ' 

; : ‘The Corn Is Green,” National (27th 
jay fold next week; $14,000 a new VeeK) (D-1,162; $3.30). Run shows 

‘Johnny Belinda, Longacre (37th and others more affected last week 
week) (D-1,016; $3.30). Has spanned 20d no exception here; around $12,- 
the season and may go along for a 000, but satisfactory both ways at 
time with increased use of two for ‘hat level for one set import. 
ones: under $4,000, The Happy Days, Miller. Yanked 

‘Lady in the Dark,” Alvin (19th ae <r after playing three 
week) (M-1,375; $4.40). One of the ™lUa weeks. 
very few shows not affected last ‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (Sth 
week and again topped $31,500; will week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Front-runner 
lay off for summer after another @™0ng straight plays eased off, but 





week. affected only on night of President’s 
‘Life With Father,’ Empire (81st speech: $19,000. 
week) (C-1,005: $3.30). Slid off ‘Women Aren’t Angels,’ Broadhurst. 


about $500 or slightly more, but ap- Was suddenly cancelled; will be re- 
proximated $14,000; excellent money written before attempting Broadway, 
for comedy entering its second sum- if and when, next season. 
mer. } Revival 

*‘Louisana Purchase,’ Imperial (53d ‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Shubert 
week) (C-1,450: $4.40). Despite other (12th week) (C-1,402: $3.30) Two 
reports may play well into summer = ks after this one, closin 
period; got around $17,000 last week aoe ee © —, = » bene g 
and management satisfied; slated date being June 21; affected with the 
through July . field, gross slipping to $14,000. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music | Subway Circuit 
Box (85th week) (C-1,013: $2.20). ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Windsor, Bronx; 
Dipped down to about $7,500, but! second date here within 3 weeks. 
should do better than that this week: ‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ Flatbush, 
has dropped Sunday night perform- Brooklyn. 
ances, 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmor 


week) (CD-991: $330). Around $12. PEOPLE, DINNER’ EAC 
FAIR $13,000 IN BOSTO 


Boston, June 3. 

‘Meet the People’ and ‘Man Who 
Came to Dinner’ ran about even last 
week for fair tallies at the tag-end 
of the season. This week only 
‘People’ remains. 

Shubert broke its show (‘People’) 
Tuesday night (27) for the FDR 
speech and broadcast it from the 
stage. Colonial did not interrupt the 
performance of ‘Dinner.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Man Who Came to. Dinner’ 
(Colonial) (2nd-final week) (1,643; 
$2.75). Sloped off from first week’s 
' biz to around $13,000, medium. Show 
‘closed here (31) after successful road 
run. 





















































pleasing reception from press and 
patrons, but still took only medium 
$13,000. May go three weeks. 


‘Divorce, N.G. $7,000, Gets 
Only One. Philly Week 





CO-STARRING 
IN RECORD BREAKING 


“HELLZ-A-POPPIN” 








ON TOUR 
s 
Philadelphia, June 3. 
Mgt.: WM. KENT Philly’s legit season wound up 





fs, u Y 
776 B'way ee Veet with a mixed note Saturday (31). 
The finale came during one of the 
worst weeks in show biz here, beaten 
down by the combo of hot weather, 
a batch of patriotic rallies and the 
long Memorial Day weekend. 




















NORMAN 


smashing 13-week run at the Walnut 


and Street with an estimated neat $15,000, 
SYLVIA but ‘Gay Divorce,’ at Forrest, took it 


SHORE on the chin. The show, originally 


skedded for a two-week run, folded 
after seven days’ take netted ap- 
WEEK JUNE 5 
DOUBLING 


proximately $7,000, n.g. 
LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 
GEORGE WHIT#’S SCANDALS 





; Bernard Hart, stage manager of 
‘Lady in the Dark,’ at the Alvin, 


Hayes-Evans Look For 
$17,000 in Maplewood 


Record advance sales for ‘Twelfth 








| will top $17,000. Fabian house in the 


} 


‘Life With Father’ ended its record- 





Night,’ with Helen Hayes and Mau- 


~ 7 


Hellz’ $21,000, ‘Arsenic’ $13,000, 





engagement at Maplewood, N. J., 


’ 9 
Monday (2), indicates that the gross Joe E. Brown S Rita 


Jersey spot is technically not a sum- 
mer stock theatre, but has that pol- 
icy. Place has 1,411 seats, much 
more than the average country the- 
atre. 





San Francisco, June 3. 


F h a aie iin thatiak Os Second week of the Light Opera 
is $2.50, gs ge owe Anag vos 4 Festival at the Curran is holding bags 
that the actual rate to the house is Okay, Joe E. Brown helping ‘Rio Rita 
$2.27. Usual scale at Maplewood to estimated $17,000. Not as good as 
during summer is $1.65 at night and 
85c top at matinees. satisfactory. 

- lows, with John Charles Thomas 
' topping. =i 


‘MARIETTA’ $29,000 IN Controversy is raging over four 


blocks of flags and banners deco- 
L.A > ‘PINS’ POOR 5 000 rating Geary street on both sides of 
* ; the legit, certain members of the 
Downtown Association reportedly 
7 having filed a protest. Theatre con- 
Los Angeles, June 3. tends that the association’s attitude 
Biz took an upward jump for the is surprising in this case, gee 
= i Bio - - as the opera season is a civic an 
L. A. Cive Lignt Opera As “a with business sponsored, non-profit enter- 
its presentation at the Philharmonic prise. 
auditorium last week of ‘Naughty 
Marietta,’ and the turnstiles clicked | 
to the tune of close to $29,000. Cur- 
rent offering is ‘The Chocolate, San Francisco, June 3. 
Soldier,’ featuring John Charles | ‘Vinegar Tree,’ Henry Duffy’s 
Thomas, and season will be wound gijjie Burke starrer at the Alcazar, 











‘Vinegar’ 7G in Frisco 


up next week with Ethel Waters in got estimated $7,100 in second week. | 
Still hoping to get four weeks, with | 


‘Cabin in the Sky.’ ; 
‘Pins and Needles,’ ostensibly | Francis Lederer in ‘No Time for 
planned for a brief summer run at Comedy’ tentatively set to follow 
the Biltmore at bargain prices, June 12 
wound up (31) after two lean weeks. , 
Grosses on final stanza were almost 
negligible, hitting under the $5,000 
mark, which was slightly exceeded 
on first week of the importation. 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


When ‘Lady in the Dark’ suspends for the summer at the Alvin, i. ee 
June 15. the boxoffice will remain open throughout summer for ticket 
sales from Sept. 1 on. Norman Pincus, house manager, proposes limited 
hours for the b.o., window to be open from 11 a.m. until five in the 
afternoon. 

However, the hours may be extended, as the treasurers union insists 
that two men be retained. Up to now the house has had three on the 
ticket selling staff. 

A number of former tyveasurers who are now house or company man- 
agers sought to join the union, in case boxoffice jobs were available when 
they were otherwise not occupied. They burned when told they were 
ineligible, as the rules stipulate that applicants must have worked in box- 
offices within the past three years to qualify for membership. 





Barbara Burton, not Carmen Lewis 
(as reported), has become secretary 
for Boris Karloff. 














Whether theatrical unions will invest in Defense Bonds as they did in 
World’s Fair debentures has not been decided, but some may buy later on. 
Equity was the most liberal investor in Fair bonds among the talent 
groups, taking $10,000 worth, with a possible loss of 50%. There can be no 
comparison to the Governmental securities. 

Present Fair debentures par is $661, as $339 had been refunded to bond- 
holders. Because bondholders of Chicago’s Fair were reimbursed in full, 
it was first thought that N.Y. would duplicate that record, but when the 
first season’s attendance was away under expectations it was clear that the 
bonds would never be paid off. The 75c admission charge and excessive 
parking fees the first year were factors in holding down the gate. More 
payments are to be made on Fair bonds it is stated, but it is certain that 
the full investment will never be refunded. 





With a controversy rdging in the local press as to whether or not Min- 
neapolis is a ‘poor show town’ and whether it will support steeply-scaled 
entertainment properly, Cedric Adams, columnist, again erupted in the 
Star-Journal because of the lack of patronage for ‘Time of Your Life’ at 
the Lyceum recently, declaring that this city and ‘parts of the northwest’ 
should have ‘their collective bloomers kicked.’ 

At the same time, in connection with public apathy toward ‘Time of 
Your Life,’ John K. Sherman, Star-Journal drama editor, assailed theatre- 
goers here, and Eddie Dowling, the show’s star, in a curtain speech after 
each performance, appealed for better support for his attraction and inti- 
mated an inability to understand fully why there were not better turnouts. 





It looked like a good idea, that of giving full operettas at 59c top for the 
working class of Los Angeles, but, like most ‘noble experiments,’ it couldn’t 
get over the hump. Three backers of Arthur Spitz tossed in $23,000 to 


‘Meet the People’ (Shubert) (Ist help along the enterprise, but the payees didn’t respond after the first 
week) (1,590; $2.75). Bowed in tO couple of weeks. 


One of the Weire brothers, of the acrobatic-precision 
dance team, shelled out $13,000; Bette Davis went for $5,000, and an undis- 
closed film writer shook himself loose from another five grand. 

Weire worked for Spitz in Europe, where the pop-priced perennials 
| struck a paying vogue. Revivals on the Coast failed to click despite pro- 
duction and voices comparable to civic light opera presentations at the 
Philharmonic, where best seats bring $3.30. 

Rockefeller interests and Arthur M. Wirtz-Sonja Henie, who produced 
‘It Happens on Ice at the Center, Radio City, were mulling a new rink re- 
vue for the theatre, where it was intended to make skating shows more or 
less permanent. New show possibility for summer appears to have dissi- 
pated because of box office weakness lately. 

After it interrupted the run to play out of town for a month, present 
routine was presented. There was some cutting in operating expenses and 
the show was said to break even or better at the $18,000 level. Dropped 
to $14,000 last week. 





Elmer Rice is leaving town for the summer, but is in a quandary as to 
destination, because for 15 years he has gone to foreign lands. Author 
will probably go to the Coast, where he expects to do some playwrighttng. 
Last summer he visited Guatamala. 

Summer previous was spent on the Coast of Albania, a land that has 
been gobbled up by the Fascists. Rice’s jaunts abroad included all points 
of the continent and for a time he favored Russia as a work and play 

locale 





| Lambs Club lost two veteran members within a few days, but word of 
their death did not reach the club until after funeral services had been 


first week (‘Naughty Mavpietta’), but | 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ fol-| 


Management: WM. KENT 
1116 Broadway New York 





'N. Y., and Victor Brun, of the John conducted. Frank McCormack passed away in Connecticut, while Thomas 
‘Golden office, will motor to the Coast B. Findlay expired at his summer home in Canada. It is usual for the 
for a vacation when ‘Lady’ closes for club to send flowers when a member's death occurs, but in both instarices 








| the summer. ‘ the floral offerings could not be made because of the delay. 


Eileen’ $1 0,000 in Fading Chicago 


rice Evans, which opened a week’s + 





Chicago, June 3, 
Two shows went out last week and 


° ° ba }one comes in. ‘Accent on Youth’ ar. 
Nice $17,000 In Frisco rives in the Selwyn tonight (Tues. 


day) for a try at some hot weather 
money at $1.50 top. 


Scramming town Saturday (31) 
were ‘Twelfth Night’ and ‘Cabin in 
the Sky,’ both of which climbed con- 
siderably at the wicket on their 
finale sessions. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Grand (8th 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Lifted smartly 
last week due to opening of gates 
for ATS subscription money, and this 
upturn should last during the two 
weeks of the ATS offer; $13,000. 

‘Cabin in the Sky,’ Selwyn (4th and 
final week) (1,000; $2.75). Came up 
with a decent figure on its final ses- 
sion after having being pretty lax 
the first three weeks; finished to 


$13,000. 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ Auditorium (3d 
|week) (4,000; $3.30). Considerably 


\less than the house can hold, with 
the capacity threatened only on 
'week-ends, $21,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (15th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Going along 
profitably and without excitement; 
neat $10,000. 

‘Twelfth Night,’ Erlanger (4th and 
final week) (1,400; $3.30). Surpris- 
ingly weak throughout the shortened 
run of four weeks, with school ducats 
distributed during the final fortnight 
to get some coin into the house. On 
finale climbed to $16,000. House 
shutters. 


‘St. Louis 23d Muny Opera 
Season Tees Off Friday 


St. Louis, June 3. 

The 23d season of. al fresco enter- 
tainment in the Forest Park theatre, 
sponsored by the Municipal Theatre 
Assn., gets under way Friday. (5) 
with the preem of ‘New Orleans,’ the 
Sigmund Romberg-Oscar Hammer- 
stein, 2d, musical concoction, which 
will run 11 nights. The authors have 
been in town for the past three 
weeks whipping the piece into shape. 
Muriel Angelus has the leading 
femme role with James Newiil, bari- 
tone, opposite her. 

Others in support are Helen 
Claire, Dorothy Lee, Tom Ewell, 
Ethel Levey, Howard Freeman, Wil- 
liam O'Neal, Jack Donohue, Auguste 





Aramini, Joseph Macauley, Joan 
Roberts, Bob Lawrence, Frederic 
Person, Ruth Urban and Valya 
Valentinoff. 





| Current Road Shows 


(June 4-14) 





‘Accent on Youth’—Selwyn, Chi- 
cago (4-14), 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von 
Stroheim, Laura Hope Crews)— 
| Grand, Chicago (4-14). 

‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) 
—Russ aud. San Diego, Cal. (7); 


Philharmonic aud., Los Angeles (9- 
14). 


‘Charley’s Aunt’—Windsor, Bronx, 
N. Y. (4-8); Maplewood, Maplewood, 
N. J. (9-14), 


‘Chocolate Soldier’ (John Charles 
Thomas)—Philharmonic aud., Los 
Angeles (4-7); Curran, San Fran- 
cisco (9-14). 

‘George Washington Slept Here’— 
Capitol, New Britain, Conn. (4-7); 
Aud., Worcester, Mass. (9-14). 

‘Hellzapoppin’—Aud., Chicago (4- 
14). 

‘Ladies in Retirement’—(Florence 

Reed) — Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. 
(10-15). 

‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
Cass, Detroit (4-14). 

‘Little Foxes’—Aud., Worcester, 
Mass. (4-7); Capitol, New Britain, 
Conn. (9-14). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Alex- 
ander Woollcott)—Colonial, Boston 
(4-14). 

‘Meet the People’—Shubert, Bos- 
,ton (4-14), 

‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ (Peggy Conk- 
lin) — Flatbush, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
(10-15). 


‘My Sister Eileen’—Harris, Chi- 
cago (4-14). 
‘No Time for Comedy’ (Francis 


Lederer )—Alcazar, 
(12-14), 
‘Out of the Frying Pan’—Flatbush, 
Brooklyn (4-8). 
‘Twelfth Night’ 


San Francisco 


(Helen Hayes, 


Maurice Evans)—Maplewood, Maple- 
wood, N. J. (4-7). 
‘Vinegar Tree’ (Billie Burke, Paul 
Cavanagh)—Alcazar, San Francisco 
H (4-11), 
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Jean Adair 
William Adams 
Betty Allen 
Frank Andrews 
Walter Armin 
Buford Armitage 
Edward Arnold 


Olga Baclanova 
Tallulah Bankhead 
Minette Barratt 
Leslie Barrie 
John Bertin 

Irene Bordoni 
Raymond Bramley 
Halbert Brown 
Russ Brown 
Edward Butler 
David Byrne 
Lyster Chambers 
George Christie 
Frank Coletti 
Peggy Conklin 
Donald Cook 
Katharine Cornell 
Frank Crumit 


Margaret Dale 
Don Darcy 

Sean Dillon 

Alan Diuehart 
Harland Dixon 
Margaret Douglas 
Al Downing 
James Dunn 

J. Colville Dunn 


Leon Errol 


Glenda Farrell 
Edward Fielding 
Lew Fields 

Joe Garry 
Marjorie Gateson 
Grace George 


Jack Gilchrist 


Walter Abel 
John Alexander 
Lee Baker 
Beverly Bayne 
Matt Briggs 
Hugh Cameron 
Audrey Christie 
William David 


Margalo Gillmore 
Dorothy Gish 
Wesley Givens 
Porter Hall 

Jchn F. Hamilton 
Virginia Hammond 
Robert Harrison 
Stanley Harrison 
A. J. Herbert 

Louis C. Hightower 
Fred Hillebrand 
Edwin Hodge 
Lionel Hogarth 
Taylor Holmes 
Edward Everett Horton 
Paul Huber 
Josephine Hull 


Lionel Ince 
Gordon Jones 
Nicholas Joy 
William J. Kelly 
Madge Kennedy 
Charles King 
Otto Kruger 


George Leach 
David A. Leonard 
John Litel 

William Lynn 
Jeanette MacDonald 
Thomas F. Macy 
Fania Marinoff 

Red Marshall 
Helen Menken 
Ethel Merman 
Robert Montgomery 
Neil Moore 

Percy Moore 
Victor Moore 
Ralph Morgan 
Victor Morley 

Mrs. Felix Morris 
Maurice J. Morris 


MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 


J. Maleolm Dunn 
William Gaxton 
Robert 'T. Haines 
Robert Keith 
Muriel Kirkland 
Ben Lackland 
Winifred Lenihan 
John Lorenz 


Alfred Kappeler 


WE ARE VOTING THE REGULAR TICKET 


— Because we believe it is for the best interests of Equity. 


Mildred Morris 
Florence Nash 
Mary Nash 

Jack Negley 
Clarence Nordstrom 
Jack Norworth 
William Nunn 

A. B. Oldridge 
Robert Pitkin 
Paul Porter 

Don Randolph 
John Ravold 
Gene Raymond 
Audrey Ridgewell 
Ralph Riggs 
Guy Robertson 
Edward H. Robins 
Emmett Shackelford 
Henry Sherwood 
Ben Smith 

Joe Smith 
Matthew Smith 
Karl Stall 
Herbert Standing 
Frances Starr 
Billy Taft 

Louis Tanno 
Kenneth Thompson 
Robert Toms 
Arthur Treacher 
Ernest Truex 

A. H. VanBuren 
Clyde Veaux 

Joe Verdi 

Ray Waiburn 

M. H. Weldon 
Frank Wilcox 
John Williams 
Estelle Winwood 
Donald Woeds 
Monte Wooley 
Harold Woolf 


Vera Zorina 


Claudia Morgan 
Leona Powers 
Maida Reade 
Florence Reed 
Richard Sterling 
Harold Vermilyea 
Joseph Vitale 
Peggy Wood 








PLEASE VOTE!—Send Your Ballot In By Mail Or Attend 
the Meeting — Friday, June 6 — Better Still, DO BOTH! 
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Pa ul Lukas Tops Critics’ Poll 


Continued from page 3 








Booth (‘My Sister Eileen’), Paul 
Hernried (Flight to the West’), 
Maurice Evans (Twelfth Night’) 
and Sylvia Weld (‘Fledgling’). The 
following received one each: Jean 
Adair, Boris Karloff and Allyn 
Joslyn (Arsenic and Old Lace’), 


Gene Kelly and Vivienne Segal (‘Pal 
Joey’), Florence MacMichael (‘Out 
of the Frying Pan’), Lucille Watson 
and Mady Christians (‘Watch on the 
Rhine’), Ed Wynn (Boys and Girls 
Together’), Ethel Waters (‘Cabin in 
the Sky’), Lydia St. Clair and Ar- 
nold Moss (‘Flight to the West’), 
Helen Craig (Johnny Belinda’), 
Betsy Blair (‘Beautiful People’) and 
Helen Hayes (‘Twelfth Night’). 
A@gle on the selection of Lukas 
for top honors is the fact that it is, 


only his second appearance on) 
Broadway, the other having been in| 
‘The Doli’s House,’ with Ruth Gor- | 


don. Also notable that ‘Watch on 
the Rhine,’ the drama in which 
Lukas is appearing at the Martin 
Beck, N. Y., also was selected by the 
critics as the best play of the season. 
Hit Plays Don’t Handicap 

Whether conclusive evidence of 
the relationship between a hit play 
and the recognition of an actor’s per- 
formance, study of the _ critics’ 
choices as a whole reveals that | 


nearly all the performances cited | 
were in successful shows. Philip | 
Merivale (‘Talley Method’), Flor-} 


ence MacMichael (‘Out of the Fry-| 
ing Pan’), Helen Craig (‘Johnny 
Belinda’) and Sylvia Weld (‘Fledg- 
ling’) were the only real exceptions | 
to that rule. 


In polling the critics, VARIETY sug- 
gested that each limit himself to 10| 
selections. Aliso, since Walter Win- | 
chell and Robert Coleman divide the 
Mirror’s reviewing assignment, each 
was limited to choices from the 
shows he had covered. 


Clear choice of Lukas as giving 
the ‘best’ performance is the first 
time in the three seasons VARIETY | 
has been conducting the polls that 
any actor has thus topped all others. 
Critics’ choice for the 1938-39 season 
was tied between Maurice Evans! 
(‘Hamlet’-‘Henry IV’), Judith An-' 
derson (‘Family Portrait’) and Ethel 
Waters (‘Mamba’s Daughters’), with 
nine votes each. Raymond Massey 
(Abe Lincoln in Illinois’), Robert | 
Morley (‘Oscar Wilde’) and Laurette | 
Taylor (‘Outward Bound’) dead- 
locked immediately below with eight 
mentions apiece. 

Selections for the 1939-40 season 
were tied between Alfred Lunt and 
Barry Fitzgerald. Former had eight | 
votes for ‘There Shall Be No Night’ | 
and one for ‘Taming of the Shrew,’ | 
while latter had eight for ‘Juno and | 
the Paycock’ and one for ‘Kindred.’ 
Sara Allgood followed with seven| 
citations for ‘Juno and the Paycock. | 

Selections of the individual critics | 
follow in alphabetical order of the 
critics’ names. No order of prefer- | 
ence is indicated in the listings, 





JOHN ANDERSON 
(Journal-American) 


Ethel Barrymore (‘Corn Is Green’). 
Katharine Cornell (‘Doctor’s Di- 
lemma’), 


Paul Lukas (‘Watch on the Rhine’). | 


Helen Hayes (‘Twelfth Night’). 

Maurice Evans (‘Twelfth Night’). 

Jose Ferrer (‘Charley’s Aunt’). 

Jane Cowl (‘Old Acquaintance’). 

Peggy Wood (‘Old Acquaintance’). 

Canada Lee (‘Native Son’). 

Boris Karloff 
Lace’). 

Josephine Hull (‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace’). 

Allyn Joslyn 
Lace’). 

Gertrude Lawrence (‘Lady in the 
Dark’). 

Dorothy McGuire (‘Claudia’), 





BROOKS ATKINSON 
(Times) 

Ethel Barrymore (‘Corn Is Green’). 

Paul Lukas (‘Watch on the Rhine’). 

Lucile Watson (‘Watch on 
Rhine’). 

Mady Christians (‘Watch on the 
Rhine’). 

Katharine Cornell (‘Doctor’s Di- | 
lemma’). 

Gertrude Lawreuce (‘Lady in the | 
Dark’). 

Ed Wynn (‘Boys and Girls To- 
gether’). | 
Philip Merivale (‘Talley Method’). 

Dorothy McGuire (‘Claudia’). 
Ethel Waters (‘Cabin in the Sky’). 
Jane Cowl (‘Old Acquaintance’). 
Paul Hernried (‘Flight to the 
West’). 
Eleanora Mendelssohn (‘Flight to 
the West’). 
Lydia St. 
West’). 
Canada Lee (‘Native Son’). 


Clair ‘Flight to the 


(‘Arsenic and Old | 


the 











Eugene Loring (‘Beautiful People’). 
JOHN MASON BROWN 
(Post) 
Paul Lukas (‘Watch on the Rhine’). 





Ethel Barrymore (‘The Corn Is 
Green’). 

Katharine Cornell (Doctor’s Di- 
lemma’). 

Gertrude Lawrence (‘Lady in the 
Dark’). 

Dorothy McGuire (Claudia’). 


Canada Lee (‘Native Son’). 

Jane Cowl (Old Acquaintance’). 

Peggy Wood (Old Acquaintance’). 

Josephine Hull (Arsenic and Old 
Lace’) 

Eleanora Mendelssohn (‘Flight to 
the West’). 

Sylvia Weld (‘Fledgling’). 





LOUIS KRONENBERGER 
(PM) 

Paul Lukas (‘Watch on the Rhine’). 

Canada Lee (‘Native Son’). 

Josephine Hull (‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace’). 

Jose Ferrer (‘Charley’s Aunt’). 

Shirley Booth (‘My Sister Eileen’). 

Eleanora Mendelssohn (‘Flight to 
the West’). 

Florence MacMichael (‘Out of the 
Frying Pan’). 





RICHARD LOCKRIDGE 
(Sun) 

Paul Lukas (‘Watch on the Rhine’). 

Gertrude Lawrence (‘Lady in the 
Dark’). 

Ethel Barrymore (‘Corn Is Green’). 

Richard Waring (‘Corn Is Green’). 

Josephine Hull (‘Arsenic and Old) 
Late’). 

Philip Merivale (‘Talley Method’). 





BURNS MANTLE 
(News) . 

Paul Lukas (‘Watch on the Rhine’). 

Gertrude Lawrence (‘Lady in the 
Dark’). 

Canada Lee (‘Native Son’). 

Ethel Barrymore (‘Corn Is Green’). 

Helen Craig (‘Johnny Belinda’). 

Dorothy McGuire (‘Claudia’). 

Maurice Evans (‘Twelfth Night’). 

Josephine Hull (‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace’). 

Paul 
West’). 

Jose Ferrer 


Hernried (‘Flight to the 


(‘Charley’s Aunt’). 


RICHARD WATTS, JR. 


(Herald Tribune) 

Paul Lukas (‘Watch 
Rhine’), 

Ethel Barrymore (‘Corn Is Green’). 

Gertrude Lawrence (‘Lady In the 
Dark’). 

Dorothy McGuire (‘Claudia’). 

Josephine Hull (‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace’), 

Canada Lee (‘Native Son’). 

Arnold Moss (‘Flight to the West’). 

Jose Ferrer (‘Charley’s Aunt’), 

Sylvia Weld (‘Fledgling’). 

Betsy Blair (‘Beautiful People’), 


on the 





SIDNEY B. WHIPPLE 
(World-Telegram) 
Paul Lukas (‘Watch on the Rhine’). 
Gertrude Lawrence (‘Lady In the 
Dark’). 
Dorothy McGuire (‘Claudia’). 
Thelma Schnee (‘Corn Is Green’). 





WALTER WINCHELL 
(Mirror) 


formances about which I seem to 
have some measure of lasting en- 
thusiasm.’ Mantle prefaced his 
choices with the observation, ‘The 
performer's best is always closely 
related to his author’s boost, as you 
know. Opportunity plus skill is 
what does it.’ He wrote a short 
idescriptive phrase about each actor 
he selected, then closed with the 
notation, ‘There were a lot of other 
good performances, too. But these 
were probably tops. Anyway, they 
will serve as a basis for argument.’ 
Watts remarked that his list was 
‘at the moment of making it out’ 
and appended the _ paranthetical 
note, ‘I suspect it would differ in 
a couple of respects if I made it 
out, say, day after tomorrow.’ 


| Legit Summary 


| Continued from page 47 


same management, Sam H. Harris, 
| eotnnton top picture coin with ‘The 
Man Who Came to Dinner.’ Other 
shows which got big coin for pic- 
ture rights were: 























New York Producing Managers 


(Latest Verified Addresses and Phone Nos. in N. Y. City) 








' George Abbott, 630 Fifth Ave., CI 


‘My Sister Eileen,’ $225, 000; ‘Hellza- | 


| poppin,’ $200,000; ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace,’ $175,000, ‘Louisiana Purchase, 
$150,000. 
applies in the deals for ‘Arsenic,’ 
‘Hellz,’ ‘Pal Joey’ and ‘Tobacco Road.’ 
| Highest money paid for shows of 
previous seasons went to ‘Bitter 
Sweet,’ for which RKO paid $50,000. 
That seemed like 
Same applied for ‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ 


A percentage of profits | 


found money. | 


which had been laying on the shelf | 


| for about four years, but the amount 

was much smaller. Other shows dis- 
posed of to the Coast went for mild 
prices. 


22 Never Reached B’way 


Twenty-two shows opened out of | 
town but failed to reach the Main 


Stem. 
town in the fall. They are ‘Hope for 
a Harvest,’ ‘Theatre,’ ‘Somewhere in 
France’ and ‘Out West It’s Different,’ 
first two having been announced as 


Of these, four are due in' 


| . 
aimed for next season on Broadway, | 


prior to their debut out of town. 
Others that never reached N.Y. were 
| the costly musicals ‘Hi-Ya Gentle- 
men,’ ‘She Had to Say Yes’ and 
‘Little Dog Laughed,’ plus_ such 
straight plays as ‘Conquest in April,’ 
‘White Haired Boy,’ ‘Women Aren’t 
| Angels,’ ‘Battle of Angels,’ ‘In My 
| Opinion,’ ‘Off the Record,’ ‘The Big 


Story,’ ‘Bangtails,’ ‘It’s a Girl,’ ‘Sec- | 


ond Helping,’ ‘A Policeman’s Lot,’ 
| ‘The Hard Way,’ ‘About Tomorrow,’ 


‘Treat Her Gently’ and ‘Goodbye to | 


Love.’ 


| Not listed with the hits and flops | 


of the season are several revivals 
,and, according to the boxoffice re- 
| sults, the show list could be further 


upped. Biggest successes were reg- | 
| istered by ‘Twelfth Night’ (Helen | 
| Hayes, Maurice Evans) and ‘The 


Doctor’s Dilemma’ 
| Ha are Massey), soon going 
| off at the Shubert. ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
| made a run of 29 weeks (Cort), 
while ‘Kind Lady’ was distinctly | 
successful, too. Latter two shows 
came from the summer stock show- 
| ings. 





| shortage. 











| Chi Legit Slid 


_ Chi Le from page 49 





Paul Lukas (‘Watch on the Rhine’). 


| Ethel Barrymore (‘Corn Is Green’). 
(‘Arsenic and Old 


Thelma Schnee (‘Corn Is Green’). 


Richard Waring (‘Corn Is Green’). 
Eugene Loring (‘Beautiful People’). 





ROBERT COLEMAN 
(Mirror) 


Josephine Hull (‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace’). 


| Jean Adair (‘Arsenic and Old 
| Lace’). 
| Dorothy McGuire (‘Claudia’). 


Gertrude Lawrence (‘Lady In the 
Dark’). 

Shirley Booth (‘My Sister Eileen’). 

Gene Kelly (‘Pal Joey’). 

Vivienne Segal (‘Pal Joey’). 

Jane Cowl (‘Old Acquaintance’). 

Peggy Wood (‘Old Acquajptance’). 





| Katharine Cornell (‘Doctor’s Di- 
lemma’). 
Sidelights 
In submitting their selections, 


some of the critics added further 
notes, explanations or comment. At- 
kinson, for instance, named more 
than the suggested total of 10 
choices, making 16 nominations, ‘not 
including some that ought to be 
mentioned’, Kronenberger selected 


ithe first five on his fist as imnqtali- 


fied ‘best performances” and added 


, the final two as ‘best in ‘small ‘parts. 


Lockridge sent his list as ‘the per- 


were stronger and the season ran 


longer, extending well beyond normal | 


weeks with the yesterday (Monday) 
advent of ‘Life With Father,’ ex- 
pected to at least stretch through the 
end of July. 


The biggest week at the Cass went 
to ‘Hellzapoppin,’ which ran 11 days, 
capturing New Year’s. Close to 
‘Hellz’ were Katharine Cornell, hit- 
ting the highest with ‘The Doctor’s 
Dilemma,’ 


being cut down slightly through the 
subscription series. 


Mpls. Not ‘Worst Show 
Town,’ Manager Claims 


Minneapolis, June 3. 


Minneapolis had its best legit road- 
show seasOn in four years at the 
2,000-seat Lyceum, according to Leo 
R. Murray, who has managed the 
house during that period. Intgrest in 
the spoken drama locally has hit a 
new peak for recent years, he de- 
clared. This city generally has the 
reputation of being a ‘poor show 
town,’ but Murray contends that this 
‘slur’ isn’t justified. 

During the season recently ended 
'there were 11 shows and there would 





(Katharine Cor- | 


Fact that three revivals came | 
along early in the season attests to | 
managerial contention of the script | 


while Helen Hayes-Mau- , 
rice Evans, in ‘Twelfth Night,’ hit the 
same capacity attendance, the grosses | 


5-5820. 

Harry Adler, 156 W. 44th St., 
5-8130. 

Richard Aldrich & Richard Myers, 
11 W. 44th St., PE 6-0729. 

Charles H. Allen, 1270 6th Ave., 
CI 7-4124. 

Irving Barrett & Robert Harris, 
1564 Broadway, BR 9-5910. 


Bailey Productions, care of Ira 
Blue, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, CI 5-7481. 


LO 


Walter Batchelor & Monte Proser, | 


1270 6th Ave., CI 6-4224. 

Arthur J. Beckhard, 120 W. 45th 
St., BR 9-3300. 

Norman Bel Geddes, 50 Rockefeller 
Plaza, CI 5-8030. 

Richard Berger & Laurence 
Schwab, 1270 6th Ave., CI 7-5374. 

W. Donald Blackwell & Raymond 
M. Curtis, 636 5th Ave., CI 5-7670. 

Al 
Kennedy, 521 5th Ave., MU 2-6972 


Gustav Blum, 11 W. 42d St., CH 
4- 0818. 

Miss H. G. Bonfils & George 
Somnes, 9 Rockefeller Plaza, CI 
5-8994., 

Ben Boyar, 214 W. 42d St., WI 


7-2123, . 
Wm. A. Brady & Grace George, 
137 W. 48th St., BR 9-2200. 


Lew Brown & Ray Henderson, Inc., 
1619 Broadway, CI 6-0355. 


Courtney Burr, 654 Madison Ave., | 


RE 4-5276. 
Sam Byrd, 128 W. 44th St., 
9-8020. 


Eddie Cantor (Irving Mansfield), 
730 5th Ave., CI 6-2677. 


S. M. Chartok, 234 W. 44th St. 
WI 17-7525. 


Continental Productions, 
Saul C. Colin, 
7-5760. 

Pauline Cooke, 
CO 5-1930. 

Katharine Cornell Productions, 
Inc. (Guthrie McClintic), 1270 6th 
Ave., CI 7-5152. 

Cheryl Crawford & John Wildberg, 
49 W. 42d St., LO 3-5878. 


care of 
1270 6th Ave., CH 


1674 Broadway, 


Russel Crouse & Howard Lindsay, 


1430 Broadway, LO 5-0625. 

Raymond M. Curtis & W. Donald 
| Blackwell, 630 5th Ave., CI 5-7670. 
Joseph Daltry & Herman Levin, 
| 226 W. 49th St., CI 6-8870. 
| Alfred de Liagre, Jr., 
| St., LA 4-8589. 


11 W. 42d 


Buddy de Sylva (Al Lewis), 551. 


5th Ave., MU 2-7930. 
BR 9-6994. 


9 Rockefeller Plaza, CI 6-7052. 


| Philip Dunning (Carter Blake), 
| 220 W. 42d St., WI 7-7537. 


Mary Louise Elkins & Clarence | 
Taylor, 11 W. 42d St., LO 3-4668. 
Lee Ephraim, 234 W. 44th St., 

4-2450. 


LA | 





have been one more if ‘Du Barry | 


Was a Lady’ hadn’t been banned by | 


the mayor at the llth hour. This 
compares with eight for the 1939-40 
season. Total take this season, Mur- 
ray says, 
the preceding one. 


closely followed by Katharine Hep- 
burn in ‘Philadelphia Story.’ 

There were but two musicals—‘Stu- 
dent Prince’ and ‘Hellzapoppin,’ with 
only the latter getting good returns. 





18 Shows Got $194,400 
In Fine Milw. Season 


Milwaukee, June 3. 
With the legit season here defi- 
nitely at an end, recap shows that 
localites spent $194,400 for this class 


of entertainment since last fall, or | 


over $100,000 more than in the pre- 
vious year. Eighteen shows (11 at 
the Davidson, UBO, and seven at 
the Pabst, indie) split this satisfac- | 
tory gross in 85 days of playing time, 
and both artistically as well as fi-| 
nancially the season was the best in 
several years. 


‘DuBarry was a Lady’ topped the | 
year’s local take, with $21,000 in six | 
days, while Katharine Hepburn, in 
‘Philadelphia Story,’ wag a close | 
runnerup with $20,000 in the same! 
ilength of time. 
nered $18,000 in five nights, and. 
Helen Hayes and Maurice Evans, in| 


| ‘Twelfth Night,’ got $17,000 in four 
nights. 


Bloomingdale & J. Richard. 


BR) 


| Eddie Dowling, 246 W. 44th St., | 


Dennis Dufor & Ted Hammerstein, | 


was $25,000 in excess of. 


Lunt and Fontanne, in ‘There Shall | 
Be No Night,’ led the procession, | 


‘Hellzapoppin’ gar- | 


Maurice Evans, 246 W. 44th St, 
BR 9-1454. 


Henry & Irving Forbes, 229 W. 
| 42d St., WI 7-3526. 

Marty Forkins, 1564 Broadway, 
BR 9-0766. 

Vinton Freedley, 1250 6th Ave. 
CI 7-7150. 


Martin Gabel & Carly Wharton, 11 
W. 42d St., LA 4-8335. 


Crosby Gaige, 630 5th Ave., 
7-7072. 


Grace George & Wm. A. Brady, 
| 137 W. 48th St., BR 9-2200. 


John Golden (Richard French), 
246 W. 44th St., BR 9-6994. 


Edith Gordon, 229 W. 42d St., 
7-8150. 

Harry Wagstaff Gribble, 865 Ist 
Ave., EL 5-0447. 

Groupe Theatre (Kermit Bloom- 
garden), Herman Shumlin Office, 
229 W. 42d St., CI 7-9195. 
| TT. E. Hambleton, 1430 Broadway, 
| LA 4-7151. 

Ted Hammerstein & Dennis Dufor, 
9 Rockefeller Plaza, CI 6-7052. 

Robert Harris & Irving Barrett, 
1564 Broadway, BR 9-5910. 
| Sam H. Harris, 246 W. 45th St., 
CI 6-6787. 

Wm. Harris, Jr., 
' BR 9-5068. 

Moss Hart & Joseph Hyman, 1501 
| Broadway, LA 4-9186. 

Felix Jacoves, 137 W. 48th St., 
| 9-2200. 

Russell Janney, 
VA 6-1349. 

Victor Payne-Jennings (Anglo- 
American Productions, Ltd.), 21 W. 
| 47th St., LO 3-0841. 
| George Jessel, 1501 Broadway, LO 
§-1250. 

Michael Kallasser, 1564 Broadway, 
|LO 5-7568. 

Kurt Kasznar, 234 W. 44th St., LA 
4-5361. ,. 

Dennis King, 25 W. 45th St., 
4-3095. 

Jack Kirkland, 226 W. 49th St., 
| 6-8870. 

George Lattimore, 110 W. 47th St., 
LO 5-0442. 
| Jules Leventhal (Harry Bennett), 
125 W. 45th St., BR 9-1962. 

Cc. &B. Maddock, 234 W. 44th St., 
wi 7-7521. 

Mercury Theatre, 
' (John Houseman), 
PE 6-2530. 
| Metropolitan Players, 

Broadway, LO 5-4530. 
Miller 


CI 


WI 


1430 Broadway, 


BR 
56 W. 45th St., 


CH 


CI 


Orson Welles 
1430 Broadway, 
Ine., 1425 


Gilbert (Heron Produc- 


tions), 9 Rockefeller Plaza, CI 6-1940. 
Christopher Morley (Millpond 
Playhouse), Roslyn, L. I, N. Y¥. 


Rodger Murrel, 137 Ww. 48th St., 
| BR 9-9844. 
| Percy Oaks, 
§-9007. 
Ole Olson & Chick Johnson, care 
| of Shuberts, 234 W. 44th St., CI 
| 6-9509. 
| Joseph Ornato, 1607 Broadway, CI 
6-6115. 
| Hazry H. Oshrin, 1501 Broadway, 
| BR 9-7677. 
Brock Pemberton, 244 W. 44th St., 
} LO 5-0550. 
| Norman Pincus, 
CI 7-2440. 
| Playwrights Producing Co., 
630 5th Ave., CI 5-7670. 
| Otto Preminger, 234 W. 44th St., 
| CH 4-2966. 
Mary Prichett (Finch Carpenter 
Corp.), 1270 Sixth Ave., CI 6-0044. 
Laurence Rivers (Roland Steb- 
-bins), 19 W. 44th St., MU 2-4672. 
| San Carlo Opera Co.—Fortune 
Gallo—1697 Broadway, CO 5-0741. 
| Wm. Saroyan, care of Pat Duggan, 
630 5th Ave., CI 6-3457. 
Oscar Serlin, 1250 6th Ave., 
5-6371. 
| J. J. Shubert—John J. Shubert— 
| 234 W. 44th St., CI 6-9500. 
| Lee Shubert (Edward Choate), 225 


1564 Broadway, LO 


250 W. 52d St., 


Inc., 


CI 


W. 44th St., CI 6-9500. 

Herman Shumlin, 229 W. 42d St., 
CI 7-9195. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, 522 65th 


Ave., VA 6-3310. 

Richard Skinner & Day Tuttle, 11 
W. 42d St., PE 6-5359. 

Theatre Guild, 245 W. 52d St., CO 
5-6170. 
| Michael Todd (Joe Glick), 
6th Ave., CI 5-4264. 

John Tuerk, 137 W. 48th St., ME 
' 3- 4031. 

Lodewick Vroom, 152 W. 42d St., 
WI 17-6622. 

O. E. Wee, 125 W. 45th St. BR 
9-5686. 

Everett Wile, i430 Broadway, LO 
5-0625. 

John C. Wilson, 10 Rockefeller 
| Plaza, CI 7-5282, 

Dwight Deere Wiman (J. H. del 
Bondio, Tom Weatherly), 137 W. 48th 
St., BR 9-4060. 


Ed Wynn, 234 W. 44th St., 
9-0562. 


1270 
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Broadway 





Kermit Bloomgarden to White Sul- 
phur Springs for vacation. | 

Clancy Cooper, legit actor, to! 
Coast next week on a one- picture 
deal. 

Charles Butterworth huddling with | 
Howard Reinheimer on a Broadway 
musical. ; 

Charlotte Greenwood writing her 
autobiography on the Coast, titled 
Never Too Tall.’ 

Colin Keith-Johnston has replaced 


England division manager. 

Local exhibs bellyaching because 
matinee trade has been annihilated 
by people going back to work. 

Belle Baker’s lad, Herbert, had his | 


| one-acter, ‘Treble Clef,’ staged by 


Yale drama group in which he’s a 
stude. 





| 


Pittsburgh | 





William Powell’s mother in town 
last week for a visit with old friends. 
Lou Lucky, orch leader, and Julia 





See ees } 


Oscar Deutsch on two weeks re- | 
cuperating holiday. 


Charles M. Woolf commuting be- | 


tween Ascot and London. 

Eccentric club, famous rendez- 
vous of show folks, has been 
bombed. 


Mrs. Sam Smith back from New 
York after an adventurous career 
of ducking U boats. 

Lucan and McShane _ replacing 
Flanagan and Allen on their Satur- 


Raymond Massey in ‘The Doctor’s | DeMart will tell it to a preacher next day broadcast for BBC. 


Dilemma,’ Shubert. - 
Jack Sherry, actor, who’s in Ma- 
rine Corps reserve, due 
to service this week. | 
Dave Lipton, now honeymooning, | 
will be in Chicago next week for 
Columbia pix sales meeting. | 
Ben Boyar back with Max Gordon | 
as manager of ‘My Sister Eileen,’ 
Biltmore, replacing Al Cohen. 
Father of Mary (‘Stuttering Sam’) 
Dowell, Diamond Horseshoe show- | 


girl, is Ft. Worth chief of police. 


Tuesday (10). | 
Marie Rost, of WB branch, has set | 


Adrien Goldbaugh. 
Joe Josack, Jr., home for short 
vacation after doing publicity work ' 
in Miami all winter. | 
Sally Ann Palmer resuming dance 
career following marriage to sax. 
player Harry Pierce. 
Harry Batastinis and their son 
leave middle of this month for four- 
week vacation in California. 
Kilbuck Theatre’s ‘Ghost Train’, 


Rex Harrison joining the Royal 
Air Force as soon as his show, ‘No 


to be called |June 17 as date of her marriage to Time for Comedy,’ closes at the 


Haymarket. 


David Hanley, head of Myron 
Selznick London office, indisposed 
with slight recurrence of old ma-, 
laria complaint. 

Movita (Mrs. Jack Doyle) to star 
for John Argyle Productions in 
‘Tower of Terror,’ with Wilfrid 
Lawson to do the heavy. 


Louis Kalker, Republic Pictures’ 


Howard LeSieur, production chief wound up month’s run at Congress English representative, and family | 


of United Artists advertising depart- 
ment, recuperating from pneumonia. | 

John Lodge of ‘Watch on The 
Rhine.’ Beck, called as naval reserv- 
ist. He is brother of a U. S. Senator. | 


Kay Brown, David O. Selznick’s' weekend to take in parley of Colum- ‘Garrison Theatre.’ 


tory editor and eastern rep, left the 


ospital Monday (2) after an opera- | 


of Clubs auditorium last week. 
Singer Betty Cook, niece of Stanley 

manager Charlie Eagle, home to 

Roanoke, Va., for the summer. 
Art Levy pulls out for Chi this 


bia district and branch managers. 
Eugene Finkelhor back from New 


tion. | York where he wrote score for Docu- 


Hotel Astor Roof figures to be most 
directly affected by the Garden’s 
name bands under Monte Proser’s 
aegis. 

Harry Kaufman (Shuberts)  re- 
cuperating at Gideon-Putnam, Sara- 
toga. E. Ray Goetz taking a house 
there for the summer. 

John Joseph, Universal ad and 
publicity chief, weekended with rel- 
atives in Washington. Returns to 
Hollywood later this week. 

Mark Hanna, who manages Dor- 
othy Kilgallen on the radio, has also 
placed her husband, Richard Koll- 
mar, on the new ‘Claudia’ series. 

Michael Todd is one of the ‘in- 
teresting people on the American 
scene’ in an article in the next 
(July) 

Gracie Barrie wil] be in unit star- 
ring Eddie ‘Rochester’ Anderson, 
which will tour theatres for 10-12 
weeks starting June 27 in Washing- 
ton. 

Milton Weiss, in Metro’s publicity 
department for the last 15 years, re- 
signed last week to join the Frank 
Orsatti agency in Hollywood. Starts 
June 16. 

Harry K. MacWilliams will again 
handle the advertising and publicity 
for the Cincinnati Opera Association. 
It’s his second summer on this as- 
signment. 

Paul Nathan, assistant to John 
Byram in Paramount play depart- 
ment, has written a comedy legiter 
on his own which Leland Hayward 
is peddling. 

Katheryn Trosper, Orson Welles’ 


Coast sec, has quit to come to New| 
York and marry Jack Hill, freelance | 
Mutual’s 


radio scripter who does 
‘Bulldog Drummond’ series. 


Only aluminum cocktail party on | 


record will be a wartime promotion 
stunt, with Danny Kaye _ hosting. 
Guests must bring anything made 
of aluminum for defense usage. 

Lieut. Commander Walter Win- 
chell, Naval Reserve (he first en- 
rolled in 1934), will spend his Au- 
gust month holiday in. intelligence 
work attendant to his commission 

Annual cruise of Warner Club up 
the Hudson to Bear Mountain slated 
for June 18 this year. Boat junket 
this month will vary the routine by 
£0ing to Poughkeepsie and stopping 
at Bear Mt. on way back. 

That it’s a legitimate illness, and 
not any pouting between Bette Davis 
and director William Wyler on ‘Little 
Foxes,’ is evidenced by Sam Gold- 
wyn collecting insurance during en- 
forced production layoff on the 
Coast. 

John H. Harris, of Pittsburgh. 
Variety Clubs of America national 
prez and founder, states that the re- 
cent selection of a Negro educator 


for humane distinction did lots to 
further show biz’s prestige in the 
nation. 

Lou Mindling, who went from 


MCA to CBS, and now would auto- 
matically segue back to MCA, 
through acquisition of the network’s 
Artists Bureau, prefers not to do so. 


Probably remaining with CBS in 
production dept. 

Irvin Marks, long resident of 
France, states that after viewing 


Saratoga Springs it makes Vichy, | 


Vittel and kindred spas abroad look 
like road companies, excepting that 
America somehow doesn’t capitalize | 
its own natural resources. 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





Rodeo did healthy biz at Arena for 
a week. 

_Savin Rock Amusement Park get- 
ting its biggest play in years. 

Lincoln, foreign and revival house, 
has extended season into June. 

Yale Dramat will do ‘Antony and 
Cleopatra’ for commencement play. 

Joe Miller has folded his Hotel 
Taft winter orch engagement and re- 
turns to Rudy Vallee. 

They feted Harry Shaw on his 
Seventh anniversary as Loew New 


issue of the American mag. | 


mentary Films’ ‘Children Next Door.’ 

Stokowski and his All-American | 
,Youth Orch packed Syria Mosque 
last Tuesday (27) despite President’s 


evacuated to Scotland, but comes | 
up to London once a week. 

Coventry Hippodrome _ reopened. | 
after being closed for 18 days due to 
blitz damage, with Jack Hylton’s 
Doing turnaway 


business. 


Tommy Bostock, head of Asso- 
ciated Theatres’ Properties, taken 
to hospital suddenly with pneu- 
monia. Was on danger list, but now 
recovering. 


mary ina | Jeffrey Bernerd, Jr., who joined 


Gene Kelly flew in from New York 
early Sunday morning to attend 
dress rehearsal of his dance studio’s 
annual recital. 


at Ruggles Beach, O., for a short en- 
'gagement and returns there later in 
season for run. 

| Don D’Carlo again grabbed fran- 
chise to run contests selecting Miss 
| Western Penna. for Atlantic City 
| beauty pageant. 

| Mike Todd dropped in on Lou 
Holtz couple of times during latter’s 
Yacht Club engagement to resume 
their gin rummy feud. 

Chet Clark, WCAE spieler, and 
Ruth Strickland will be married right 
after her graduation from Pennsyl- 
vania College for Women. 
| Bob Gill, Carnegie Tech drama 
grad and former radio announcer 
here, reappointed for second National 
Theatre Conference $1,000 fellowship. 

A. Leo Levy, local lawyer, and 
Frances Blum, with Gimbels, have 
finished a three-act comedy and it’s 
‘being peddled on Broadway by 
Frieda Fishbein. 

Dick Hoover and missus, 
Peggy Eastel, in from Indianapolis 
: where he’s director of Civic Theatre, 
on way to Cohasset, Mass., where 
Hoover will do press work again for 
South Shore Players. 


former 





Havana 


COK, the Sports Commission radio 
station, has inaugurated a series of 
broadcasts to other republics. 

Hotel Sevilla’s. station CMBQ 
broadcast te New York, in conjunc- 
jtion with WOR, on May 24. Skit 
presented was ‘The Marvel Sisters.’ 

Chile’s first major film ever to 
reach Havana, ‘Escandelo’ (‘Scan- 
dal’), is doing fair biz at the Payret. 
Pic was released through United 
Artists. 

20th-Fox estimated damage of fire 
in its accessory department at-$500. 
Department is next to vaults where 
150 films valued at approximately 
$20,000 are stored, but none of which 
was hit. 

The Cossack Chorus of Don Platoff 
appeared at the Auditorium May 22, 
23, 24. Chorus sponsored by Socie- 
dad Musical Daniel, which recently 





sponsored the _ ill-starred original 
Ballet Russe. 
The highest radio antenna in 


Cuba, 335 feet. was just completed 
in Camaguey at station CMJK, part 
of the CMQ network. CMJK oper- 
ates with 10,000-watt new equipment 
on a wavelength of 920 kilocycles. 

Victor just recorded three new 
numbers which will be heard shortly 
in the U. S. ‘Chacumbele,’ by Mus- 
telier, and ‘Paranpampin,.’ by Pozo, 
are Afro-Cubano stuff, while ‘De- 
jaste Querer’ (‘You Left Off Lov- 
ing’), is a lilting melody nearer to 
American music. 


Chicago 


Film Bookers Club hoijding first 
annual dinner-dance in the Panther 
Room of the Sherman hotel on 
June 6. 








| John Pollack in ahead of ‘Cabin in 
'the Sky,’ replacing Campbell Casad, headed by Roy Rene and Bob Dyer. 


who goes east to handle the Holyoke 
(Mass.) strawhatter. 
Quiz Kid Geraldine Hamburg, 
amount Chi exchange, has written a 
song, titled ‘Uncle Sam, We Love 
You.’ ‘ 
Nate Gross celebrating first anni- 
versary as scripter of the Herald-. 
and-American ‘Town Tattler’ chatter 
column, with Larry Clinton orches- 
tra joining in the festivities by re- 
cording a new tune tagged “Town 
Tattler.’ 


Brad Hunt’s band has checked in. 


the Royal Army Service Corps 
sometime ago, is now attached to 
Public Relations Unit at General 
Headquarters. 

George Black complaining Vic- 
toria Palace is too small to ac- 
commod@date all customers wanting to 
see his new revue, ‘Black Vanities,’ 
‘with show playing to many turn- 
aways. 

Management of Prince of Wales 
theatre looking for new musical, or 
‘even ready to let house on long 
lease, which means that ‘Nineteen 
Naughty One,’ current show, is due 
for a fold any day. 

‘Wednesday After the War,’ the 
Polish Ballet show which played 
two weeks at New theatre to $30,000 
loss, has left trail of debts, includ- 
ing week’s salary to chorus and fort- 
night’s pay to principals. 

Jack Hylton dickering with Sir 
Oswald Stoll to lease the London 
Coliseum, but deal not likely to ma- 
terialize, as Stoll is asking for 75% 


of the gross, with minimum guar- 
antee of $3,000 per week. 
Warner’ Bros. (London) now 


dickering with George King and 
John Stafford to do filmization of 
life story of Reginald Mitchell, the 
Spitfire designer, and trying to per- 
suade Leslie Howard to play the 
lead. 

David Rose dickering with Nova 
Philbeam to play lead in A. J. 
Cronin’s ‘Hatter’s Castle. Margare?‘ 
Lockwood was originally scheduled 
to star, but is expecting addition to 
family. Wilfrid Lawson will play 
male lead. 

Chic Sales’ ‘The Specialist,’ the 
English rights of which are owned 
by George Black, was included in 
his new revue. ‘Black Vanities,’ at 
the Victoria Palace, but was cut oeut 
at the last minute at the request of 
the Lord Chamberlain. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 








Former legiter, King’s, Melbourne, 
may go pix. 

Clay Hake to U. 
chatter session. 

Warners will Clipper two reps to 
this zone for looksee. 

Greater Union Theatres continues 
healthy despite war. 

‘Young People’ (20th) skidded bad- 
ly in Sydney for Hoyts. 

Radio advertising is moving ahead 
despite wartime headaches. 

Legit revival, ‘Sally,’ okay in Mel- 
bourne for Williamson-Tait. 


S. for 20th-Fox 


Government has nixed permission 
to import jukeboxes to this territory. 

The old amateur talent idea is still 
good for extra boxoffice in the nabe 
pic loops. 

Local acts are finding plenty of 


work in city pic houses on presenta- 
tion re-birth. 

‘Gone’ (M-G) continues 
high trade in New 
tended playarounds. 

‘Boom Town’ and ‘Philly Story’ 
(M-G) will gross enormously in this 
territory on extended dates. 

Shrinkage in U. S. product supply 
is forcing major loops to turn to 
British pix in certain centers. 

‘Black Velvet’ is-doing okay in 
Brisbane for the Tivoli loop. Cast is 


to pull 
Zealand on ex- 


Authorities intend to curb any bid 
by ‘unsavory’ night clubs to flourish 
here on khaki patronage during war- 


‘whose father is manager of the Par- time. 


Funds from this year’s Movie Ball 
in Sydney will go towards providing 
mobile pic units for Aussie troops 
abroad. 

Theatre erection has ceased here 
now that government has nixed 
buildings costing over $12,000 during 
wartime. 

Williamson-Tait will route Gilbert- 
Sullivan opera troupe to Brisbane 


for a season after conclusion of New 
Zealand tour. 

Department of Information is tak- 
ing two minutes nightly from every 


commercial station to broadcast war- | 


*ime messages. 

There are no stage shows playing 
New Zealand presently, with pix 
now the main entertainment outlet 
for the masses. 

Timely work was done by Hoyts in 
gathering all library shots of Rudolf 
Hess into a special clip and spotting 
in all city and nabe houses on special 
exploitation. 

Will Mahoney is still playing in 
Perth for the Watermans. May form 
own unit later for a play around the 
Aussie stix. Bob Geraghty remains 
with Mahoney as biz manager. 

Stuart F. Doyle will be interested 
in a newsréel theatre in Adelaide in 
association with Greater Union and 
Hoyts. Three figure it better to run 
the one house than in opposition. 

Aussie pic, ‘Forty Thousand Horse- 
men’ (U), has been bought for dis- 
tribution in Great Britain by Charles 


M. Woolf’s General Film Distribu- | 


tors. ‘Horsemen’ has proved the big- 
gest local bet yet produced. Uni- 
versal to release in U. S. 





Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 





Fritz Busch finished concert series 
at Colon. 


Morris Goodman, v.p. of Republic 
Pictures in town. 


Phil Reisman, foreign chief of 
RKO, back to States. 


Jose Pera to Chile for Argentine 
newsreel, ‘Sucesos Argentinos.’ 


Uruguayan fiddler Carlos 
Demicheri a hit at Teatro del Pueblo. 

Dr. Pedro E. Pico named head of 
Casa del Teatro, actors’ organization. 

Aurelio Torres sent to handle 
Terra Films in provincial Bahio 
Blanca. 


Fox office here celebrated 25th an- 


niversary. Sidney Horan is manag- 
ing director. 

EFA finished ‘Veinte Anos y Una 
Noche’ (Twenty Years and a Night) 
directed by Alberto de Zavalia. 

Arrived for the Colon are suprano 
Lily Daniel, tenor Arturo Carron, 
Bruno Landi and Zinka Milanov. 

Warners marked tenth anniversary 
of Argentine office. Harry Novak 
has been director most of that time. 

Difficulty in finishing location 
shots holds over release of Sono 
Film’s ‘Fortin Alto’ (‘Righ Fortress’). 

Carlos Perelli took over part of 
Raul Lange in Pampa’s ‘Yo Quiero 
Morir Contigo’ (I Want to Die With 
You’). 

Script of ‘Tierra en Armas’ (‘Coun- 
try in Arm’) finished at Pampa by 
Juan Carlos Davilos, Maria Soffici 
megging. 

Paulina Singerman opened ‘La 
Mejor del Colegio’ (‘The Best Girl 
in the College’) an original by Tito 
Insausti and Arnaldo Malfitti, at the 
Astral. 

Teatro Nacional de 
opened Vicente Cassano’s 
siones Realizadas’ 
filled’), directed by 


Comedia 
‘La Dlu- 
(Dreams Ful- 
Armando Dis- 


sepolo. 

‘La Mcama Millionaria’ (The 
Millionaire Servant Girl’), with 
Olina Bozan and Paco’ Bustos, 


marked 110th performance at the 
Comico. 

Teatro Mayo opened official season 
with “Zl Padre Liborio’ (Father 
Liborio’), with Argentine comic 
company of Josefina Munoz and Jose 
Ramirez. 

‘ba Carga de 


los Valientes’ 


(‘Charge of the Valiant’), Pama’s his- 


torical epic, banned 
authorities stating it caused unfav- 
able reaction and ‘had no ant or 
truth.’ 

Radio comics Buono and Straino 
signed by Sono Film for ‘Los Reyes 
de la Risa’ (Kings of Laughs), which 
Orestes Caviglia will direct. Cast 
includes Josephine Munos and Mary 
Paretz. 

Lumiton started ‘Locos de Verano’ 
(‘Fools in Summer’), based on a 
play by Laferrere, representing first 
megging job by Antonio Cunill 
Cabanellas, featuring Eva Franco, 
Enrique Serrano and Irma Cordoba. 

San Miguel Studios started An- 
tonio Vacarezza’s story, ‘San Antor®io 
de los Cobres’ ‘Saint Anthony of the 
Pennies’), directed by adapters 
Belisari Garrcia Villar and Luis A. 
Morales and starring Elisardo San- 
tallo, Froilan Varela and Cesar 
Fiaschi. 


in Patagonia, 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 


Localite. Drew Walker playing 
with Reggie Childs’ orch. 

Charlie Harding’s band at Pocono 
Alps Tavern, Meisertown. 

Camp Tamiment’s new 1,200-seat 
theatre nearing completion. 

Car] Clausen, author and scenarist, 
obtained first citizenship papers. 

Sherman theatre installed new 
projection and screen equipment. 

Craigs Meadows hotel continued 
the Leabeaux orch following winter 
run. 

Henry Kresge, his vibraphone and 
his orch, with vocalist Vincent Burke, 
featured at Club Fernwood, Bushkill. 

Mike Shelby’s Playmates, ex-Mal 
Hallettites, with Mary Murphy, 
opened Mt. Pocono Grill, Mt. Pocono, 
Pa. 


Hollywood 


Hal Roach north for trout fishing. 

Jake Milstein in town for business 
huddles. * 

Idwal Jones joined 20th-Fox pub- 
licity staff. 

Frances Langford and Jon Hall to 
Lakeland, Fla. 


Wilma Francis, screen player, di- 
vorced Leon Janney. 

Fred Othman up and around after 
an attack of measles. 





Rita Shaw changed her screen 
name to Donna Drake. : ; 
Victor McLaglen extending his 


stage tour to six weeks. 

Judy Canova clippered to Hono- 
lulu for a month’s siesta. 

Somerset Maugham in town 
the summer to write a novel. 

Bill Quinn, indie distributor, frac- 
tured a knee in a motor crash. 

Robert Gillham in from New York 
for studio huddles at Paramount. 

Terry Brickley moved in as an as- 
sociate for the Lou Irwin agency. 

Brian Donlevy prospecting for 
‘gold on his desert claims in Death 
| Valley. 

Claudette Colbert and husband, 
| Dr. Joel Pressman, vacationing at 
| Del Monte. 
| Felix Mills entered his yacht in 
‘the race from Los Angeles to Cata- 
lina Island. 

Octavio Vejar Vasquez, attorney 
general of Mexico, ogling the Holly- 
wood studios. 

Anton Grot, Warners art director, 
recovering from toxic poisoning in 
Santa Barbara. 

Natalie Kalmus, director of color 
control at Technicolor plant, bedded 
with intestinal flu. 

Fred MacMurray returned to work 
at Warners after a lay-off on ac- 
count of bronchitis. 

Bernie Feins moves out of War- 
ners publicity to join U. S. Signal 
Corps at Fort MacArthur. 

Irene Coleman, film actress, filed 
suit for $11,081, claiming damages 
sustained in a motor crash. 

Eugene Weiner was sentenced to 
six months ip the clink for clonking 
wife Lillian Roth on the eye. 

Shirley Temple cha:-man_ of 
Hollywood Children’s Fund Division 
of Chinese War Relief Campaign. 

Owen Crump to Washington to 
huddle with J. Edgar Hoover on a 
series of F.B.I. shorts at Warners. 

Terry McDaniel, Fox-West Coast 
manager in Pasadena, is in a local 
hospital with a digestive complaint 

Mrs. Mabel Hubbell Mix entered a 
petition in Superior Court for re- 
covery of personal effects of Tom 
Mix. 

John Emery finished a job at Co- 
lumbia and is passing up Broadway 
stage work for further film commit- 
ments. 

Jules Goldstone is newest mem- 
ber of Hollywood agency conducted 
by his brother Nat, making four 
brothers. 

Will Yolen shifted back to New 
York to join the eastern exploitation 
staff for Warners after a year in 
Hollywood. - 

Charles P. Skouras turned over 
$5,000 to the United Service Opera- 
tions campaign as a contribution 
from Fox-West Coast. 

Bob Stack recovering from crack- 
up after trying to break all records 
with his motor-canoe at 77 miles- 
per-hour on Lake Yosemite. 

Howard Dietz moved in from New 
York to take up his work for the 
U. S. Treasury Department’s bond- 
selling campaign over the radio. 

Keith Richards, Paramount con- 


for 


tract player, mulling an offer to 
pitch for the Hollywood Stars. He 
wes a three-letter man at Pitts- 
burgh. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





Casa Loma, South St. Louis ball- 
room, closed for the summer. 

Jimmy Irving, manager at the Ma- 
plewood, a nabe, bedded at Jewish 
hospital after a major operation. 

Oscar Johnson, angel of the St. 
Louis symph society, was re-elected 
prez for his 10th consecutive year 

Johnny Becker, who formerly 
played the organ at Loew’s, now en- 
tertaining nightly at the local Elks’ 
Club. 

; Ted Weems opened the Meadow- 


brook Country Club, St. Louis 
County nitery, with a one-week 
stand. 


Earl Refiow, local sports promoter, 
back as head man at Walsh Stadium, 
where midge auto racing has been 
resumed for the season. 

The excursion steamboat Admiral, 
one of the largest on inland waters, 
has started its moonlight dance trips 
up and down the Mississippi. 

Herbert Van den Burg, violjnist of 
the St. Louis symph orch, made click 
debut as baton waver of the local 
NYA symh orch at a concert here 
last week. 

Local firemen nixed a move to 
sponsor a pro rodeo to raise cash 
for their pension fund. The plan 
would have caused them to share the 
proceeds with another organization. 

Officers of the Playguoers of St. 
Louis, Inc., elected at the annual 
meeting are: President, Dr. Roland 
M. Klemme; vice-presklients, Max 
Koenigsberg, Stratford Lee Morton 
and John Ring; treasurer, Richard 
Baldwin, and secretary, Florence K. 
| Weberman. 
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OBITUARIES 


JENNY DOLLY 
Jenny Dolly, 48, of the Dolly Sis- 
ters, who were formerly often in the | 
lights of Broadway, suicided in, 
Hollywood, Sunday (1). 
Details in the legit section. 


HUGH WALPOLE 


Hugh Walpole, 57, one of Eng- 
land’s most prolific and popular con- | 
temporary novelists, whose works 
were often dramatized for the thea- 
tre. died of a heart attack June 1 at 
his home. Brackenburn, near Kes- 
wick, England. 

Walpole, born in Auckland, New 
Zealand, lectured many times in the 


U. S., and shortly before his death 
was engaged in talks to America 
and the Empire for the British 


Broadcasting Corp. Several times in 
the past decade he had acted as con- 
sultant on pictures with British 
backgrounds for various Hollywood 
studios. 

While on the Coast in 1934, Wal- 
pole did the screenplay for Metro’s 
‘David Copperfield’ and even as- 
sumed a small role in the film. He 
also adapted his own novel, 
‘Vanessa,’ for the same studio which | 
came forth on the = screen as 
‘Vanessa, Her Love Story.’ 

Among Walpole’s other novels 
dramatized for the stage were ‘The 
Cathedral,’ written in 1922 and pro-, 
duced 10 years later; ‘Portrait of a 
Man with Red Hair,’ in 1925; “The 
Young Huntress,’ in 1933, and ‘The 
Old Ladies.’ A confirmed bachelor, 
he was knighted four years ago in| 
recognition of his contributions to. 
English literature. 





MIGUEL LERDO DE TEJADA | 


Miguel Lerdo de Tejada, 70, out- 
standing Mexican composer and con- 
ductor of the famous ‘tipica or- | 
chestra,’ which has frequently per- | 
formed in the U. S., died May 26 at 
his home in Mexico City after a long 
illness. He had composed more than 
100 songs, several of them classics. 

De Tejada’s funeral in Mexico City 
was something of a state affair. Five 
thousand persons attended, including 
a representative of the American | 
Embassy and high Mexican govern- 
ment officials. Military and police 
bands rendered funeral marches and | 
selections from de Tejada’s composi- | 
tions. Famous Mexican singers paid 
homage at the grave by rendering 


four of the maestro’s favorite songs. | 


Surviving are the widow, three sons 
and a daughter. 
Radio stations threughout Mexico | 


that are cooperating in the ‘National | 
Hour’ presented every Sunday with | 
the federal government observed a/} 


minute of silence in memory of the 
maestro. 


HELEN GROSSMAN 

Helen Grossman, 42, who had the 
role of Mrs. Cohen in the original 
Coast production of ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose,’ and appeared in the comedy 
for five years on the road, died of 
peritonitis May 26 at the Beth Israel 
hospital, New York. 

Retiring in 1928, Miss Grossman 
had since been active in welfare 
work for the Jewish Theatrical Al- 
liance. She started in the theatre 
as a child, doing bits on the Yiddish 
stage. 

She leaves her parents, Samuel B. 
and Fannie Grossman, retired Yid- 

- dish actors; two brothers, Joseph M., 
business agent of the Theatrical 
Managers and Agents Union; Irving, 
a singer, and a sister, Miriam. 


FRANCISCA PEYRES BELL 
Francisca Peyres Bell, 83, widow 
of Richard Bell, famed English clown 
and circusman who became a Mexi- 


can national hero, died May 25 at 
her home in Mexico City. She was 
born in Madrid and had traveled 


most of the world with her husband, 
finally settling in Mexico. Streets 
and public parks are named for Bell 
in this country. Burial was in Mex- 
ico City. 

The Bells had 13 children, most of 
them born in Mexico, of whom six 
survive, 
U. S. and Latin American vaudeville 
as a ventriloquist who can do his act 
in four languages. Mrs. Bell never 
recovered from the shock of the 
passing last December of Richard, 
Jr., the Bell’s first-born. 


IRVING KARO 
Irving Karo, 41, vaude and bur- 
lesque performer who had been ap- 
pearing on the Izzy Hirst circuit for 
the past four years as a singer and. 
straight man,” died June 1 at the’ 
Veterans Hospital, Dayton, O. 
Before entering burlesque, Karo 
had teamed with Tommy Hyde in a 


/mund Lubin, 


' maintained a home. 
she lived in New York with Edith | ters. 


including George, known in) 


blackface singing act known as ‘The 


Honeyboys,’ which long was a fa-— 
|miliar iurmn on the leading vaude 
' circuits. 


As far as could be learned, Karo, 
who was a veteran of the World 
War, leaves no immediate survivors. 
{Funeral services were held in 
| Brooklyn, a 2 


THOMAS B. FINDLEY 


Thomas Bruce Findley, 67, veteran 
character actor, who for eight years 
appeared under the management of 
David Belasco and was seen in such 
recent Broadway productions as ‘Of 
Mice and Men’ and ‘First Lady,’ died 
May 29 at his summer home in Ayl- 
mer, Quebec. 

A native of Guelph, Ontario, Find- | 
ley started his theatrical career some. 
40 years ago as a member of a New 
York stock company. Though chiefly , 
identified with legit, he occasionally , 
assumed roles in pictures, having ap- 


' son, 


been a theatre musician in Detroit | 


for many years, his service going | 
back to the old Detroit Opera House 
and including years at the Adams 
and Madison theatres. 

Leaves his widow, Hedwig, and 
two sons. 





STERLING F. MEADE 
Sterling F. Meade, 72, who with | 
Frank, owned and operated 
Parma and Meade theatres, King- 
man, Kas., died in a Kingman hos- | 
pital (May 18), after an illness of 18 | 
,months. Meade had also formerly | 
operated theatres at Pratt and Eu-| 
'reka, Kas. Also is survived by | 

widow and two grandchildren. | 


ALBERT G. ROBERTS 
Albert G. Roberts, 39, film actor 
and cameraman, killed himself May | 
30 in his North Hollywood home, as 
a result of grief over the recent | 
death of his wife, Peggy Shannon, 
former screen star and ‘Follies’ girl. 
After visiting her grave, Roberts 
returned home and shot himself 
with a rifle. 
cantitdinies | 

IRENE P. BELL 

Mrs. Irene Perry Bell, 75, retired 


peared with Marion Davies in ‘Little actress who once was secretary to 


Old New York,’ among others. 


Lillian Russell, died of a heart at- 


Surviving are his widow and a tack May 26 at her home in New 


brother, David. 


MRS. SIGMUND LUBIN | 
Annie Lubin, 78, widow of Sig- | 
pioneer motion pic- 

ture maker, died in New York May | 
23. She had resided in Atlantic City , 
for many years where the Lubins. 
More recently | 


White, a daughter wed to Jack | 
White, m.e. of Club 18. Mrs. Emma | 
Lowery, another daughter, also ond 
vives. 

Lubin built one of the first pic- 
ture studios in Philadelphia, where 
he was originally in the optical busi- | 
ness. 


JACK PEPITONE 
Giacchino (Jack) Pepitone, 71, 
president of the Musicians Pro-| 
tective Union, Local 174, and a mem- 
ber of the board of directors of the 
New Orleans Symphony orchestra, 


| died at Hotel Dieu, New Orleans, 


Wednesday (28). He had collapsed 
a few hours earlier as he was pack- 
ing for a trip to Portland, Ore. 
After performing an autopsy, the 
coroner reported that death was 
from diabetes and a complication of 
other diseases. 

Widow and one son; Rosario, sur- 
vive. 


BRIG. GEN. E. L. GRUBER 

Brig. Gen. E. L. Gruber, 61, writer 
of the famous field artillery song, 
‘The Caissons Go Rolling Along,’ 
died of a heart attack May 30 at 
Leavenworth, Kas., during a round 
of bridge. 

Gen. Gruber, who was command- 
ant of the Army’s command and 


| general staff schools at Fort Leaven- 
| worth, Kas., 


wrote the song while 
serving in the Philippines as a sec- 
ond lieutenant. Shapiro-Bernstein 
are the publishers of the composi- 
tion. 

JOE MARKS 
Joe Marks, retired vaude come- 
dian and singer, who appeared with 
such acts as Primrose and West, Lew 
Dockstadter and Cohan and Harris’ 
Honey Boy Evans Minstrels, died 
May 22 at the Shore Memorial Hos- 
pital, Somers Point, N. J. 

Before leaving the stage, Marks 
trouped in vaude with Olsen and 
Johnson for five years. As a bass 
singer he won much acclaim on the 
leading vaude circuits. 

Surviving is a brother, 
of Ocean City, N. J. 

DR. T. H. Ww. ALEXANDER 

Dr. T. H. W. Alexander, 63, chair- 
man and managing director of Cale- 
donian Associated Cinemas, Ltd., 
died suddenly April 29 in Scotland. 
He controlled a circuit of some 30 
houses and figured as a prennnans 
guide in the affairs of Scottish 
business. 

In addition to his cinema inter- 
ests, deceased was a physician and 
justice of the p@éace for the district 
of Morayshire, Scotland. 

FRANK McCORMACK 

Frank McCormack, 65, died in a 
sanatorium in Connecticut, May 22, 
according to delayed information 
/reaching New York. Legit comedian 
was best remembered for his ap- 
pearance in ‘The Gorilla,’ playing the 
part of a garrulous detective. He 
had many other parts and was also 
a stage director. Last season he was 
an understudy in a Broadway show. 


Clarence, 





EMIL J, ERNST 


Emil J. Ernst, 77, died in East Side, Hollywood, June 1. 
May .30, actor; mother is Lily Damita, 
He had: of films. 


General Hospital, Detroit, 
following a long illness. 


film | 


| York. 
She leaves a sister. | 





Mother, 74, of M. J. Mullin, joint , 
operator of M & P Theatres, New | 
England theatre circuit, died June | 
'2 at her home in Jersey City. Sur- | 
viving besides her son, are her hus- 
/ band, three daughters and three sis- 
Funeral services will be held | 








today (Wednesday). 
| 


Father of Danny Danker, Coast) 
radio head of J. Walter Thompson | 
agency, died of a heart attack while 
driving his car in Brookline, Mass., 
May 29. He was 70. 

Mrs. Edith I. Guaperie, wife of 
| Samuel W. Gumpertz, manager of 


| Hamid’s Million Dollar Pier, Atlan- | 
| tie City, 


died June 1 of a heart ail- 
ment. 





Father, 75, of Jimmy McHugh, 
songwriter, died in Boston, Monday 
(2). 


Joseph Phillips, 40, film sound en- 
gineer, died in Hollywood, May 29. 











‘Argentine’ Beefs 


Continued from page 3 





| 
this country to be shown in our thea- 
tres...These companies do not hesi- 
tate to regale us with Argentine- 
background pictures in which even 


| strangers find astonishment and in- 


dignation. 

‘The unpleasant scenes that result- 
ed from the showing of ‘Argentine 
Nights’ (Universal picture that was 
withdrawn) must therefore be a les- 


son. Their repetitiorf for identical 
reasons would undoubtedly cause 
much greater unpleasantness. That 


is what everybody wants to avoid. 
Our public will see calculated mali- 
cious intent in the insistence with 
which the U. S. film producers de- 
fame the country. This conspires 
against the good neighbor policy 

‘In this connection, however, it 
should be pointed out that the stu- 
pid excesses of the companies in- 
volved do not reflect the feelings of 
the people of the government of the 
U. S., nor does it reflect the view 
they have of our country. These 
pictures are arbitrary expressions of 
unscrupulous businessmen who think 
only about business. The New York 
Herald Tribune comment is suffi- 
cient proof of this. This is a ‘sanc- 
tion’ against a company in its own 
country by a newspaper whose im- 
portance does not need stressing. 

‘Moreover, the same VU. S. news- 
paper has given the alarm, and we 
hope it will be enough f prevent the 
new RKO picture from entering or 


being shown in the stead 
Mr. and Mrs. ‘Dude’ Martin, daugh- 


ter, in San Francisco, May 15. Father 
heads KYA’s (Frisco) Dude Martin | 
Ranchers, cowboy group. 


Mr. and Mrs. Don Dowd, daugh- 
ter, in Chicago, May 24. Father is 
Chi NBC staff announcer: mother is 


former ether actress, 
Brown. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Price, daughter 
in Pittsburgh, May 25. Father's with 
WWSW, Pittsburgh. 

Mr. and Mrs. Armand S. Deutsch, 
daughter, in New York, May 31. 
Mother is Benay Venuta, radjo singer 
and musical comedy actress: father 


Betty Anne 


_is with N. Y. advertising man. 


Mr. and Mrs. Errol Flynn, son, in 
Father is film 
also 
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Deutsch, Emery, Wm. M., NYC. 


Donahue, A!, Palladium, H'wood, 

Donahue, Sam, Wm. M., NY. 

Dorsey, Tommy, Astor H.. NYC, 

Dorsey, Jimmy, GAC, NYC, 

Dowell, Saxie, Muehlbach H., Kansas 

City 
Duc hin, Eddy, Palace T., Clevéland. 
Dunham, Sonny, Roseland B., NYC, 
E 

Ellington, Duke, Topsy’s, Los Angeles. 

Elliot, Baron, Wm. M., NYC. 

Ennis, Skinnay, Wilshire Bowl, L. A. 
, FF 

Fields, Shep, MCA, NYC. 

Fio Rito, Ted, Wm. M., NYC. 

Fisher, Freddie, Old Vienna, Cincinnati. 

Fitzgerald, Ella, Moe Gale, NYC. 

Fontaine, Neil, Walton H., Roof, Phila- 

delphia. 
Foster, Chuck, Biltmore Bowl, L.A. 
Fox, Roy, F.B., NYC. 


Frasetto, Jue, Ww IP, Phila, 
Fredericks, Jan, Boulevard Tavern, NYC. 


Freeman, Bud, 

Funk, Larry, Lookout House, Covington, 
Ky. 

G 

Gagen, Frank, French Lick H., French 
| Lick, Ind. 

Garber, Jan, Palmer House, Chi. 

Garr, Glen, O’Henry Park B., Chi. 

Gasparre, Dick, Plaza H., NY¢ a 

Golly, Cecil, Rainbow Gardens, Straf- 
ford, Pa. H 

Benny, Madison Sq. Garden, 


Goodman, 
NYC. 
Armonk, NY, 

Detroit. 

WC. 


Gray, Log Cabin, 
Bob, Detroit, A.C., 
Glen, Cork O'Keefe, 
Hal, MCA, L.A. 


Geo., Shroeder H., 
MC'A, NYC, 
Hall, Sleepy, Kew Gardens, L.I. 
Hallett, Mal, CRA, NYC. 
Hampton, Lionel, Joe Glaser, NYC 
Harris, Jack, La Conga, NYC. 
Hawkins, Erskine, Moe Gale, 
Heatherton, Ray, Biltmore H., 
Heidt, Horace, MCA, . 
Henderson, Fletcher, F.B., NYC. 


Gordon, 
Grant, 
Gray, 

Grayson, 


Hamifton, Milwaukee. 


Hall, Geo., 


NYC. 
NYC, 


Henry, Chuck, Paris Inn, L.A, 

Herbeck, Ray, F.B., NYC. 

Herman, Woody, GAC, NYC, 

Herth, Milt, 20th Century T., Buffalo, 

Hill, Tiny, Rainbow Gardens, Denver. 

Himber, Richard, CRA, NYC 

Hines, Earle, Howard T., Washington, 

Cc 

Hite, Les, CRA, NYC. 

Hoagland, Everett, Totem Pole B., Au- | 
| burndale, Mase. 

Holden, Lou, GAC, NYC. 

Holmes, Herbie, Buena Vista H., Biloxi, 
Miss. 

Holst, Ernie, El Morocco, NYC. 

Hopkins, Claude, Wm. M., NYC. 

Hudson, Dean, Cavalier Beach Club, Vir- 
ginia Beuch, Va. | 
Hugo. Victor Little Rathskeller, Phila. 

Hutton, Ina Ray, Wm. M., NY‘ 

Inkspots, Moe Gale, 48 W. 48th St., NYC. 

J 

James, Harry, Lincoln Hotel, NYC, 
Jarrett, Art, Blackhawk Cafe, Chi. 
Jerome, Henry, Child's, Par. Bldg., NYC, 
Jones, Isham, Peabody H., Memphis. 
Jordan, Lou, Capitol Cocktail Lounge, 
Chicago. 

Joy, Jimmy, Kennywood Park, Pitts. 
Jurgens, Dick, Riverside T., Milwaukee. 
K 

Kassel, Art, MCA, NYC. 
Kay, Herbie, Coney Island Park, Cin- 
cinnati. 
Kaye, Sammy, Fssex House H., NYC. 
Kearns, Joey, WCAU, Phila, 
Kavelin, Al, MCA, NYC. 
Keller, Leonard, Bismarck H., Chi. 
Kendis, Sonny, Stork Club, NYC, 
King, Geo., MCA, NYC. 
King, Henry, Ciro'’s, Hollywood. 
King, Teddy, Chamberlain Hotel, Old 
Point Comfort, Va. 
King, Wayne, Strand T., NYC. 
Kirby, John, MCA, NYC. 
Kinney, Ray, Lexington H., NYC 
Kirk. Andy, Royal T., Baltimore, 
Knight-Bob, Cafe Pierre, NYC, 
Krupa, Gene, Pennsylvania H., NYC, 
Kuhn, Dick, Statler H., Buffalo. 
Kyser, Kay, MCA, Hollywood, 
L 
TeBaron, Eddie, Rhumba Casino, Chi- 
ayo. 
Lewis, Ted, Wm. M., NYC. 
Light, Enoch, Terrace C., Virginia Beach 
Va. 
Little, Jack, Edgewater Beach H., Chi. 
Lombardo, Guy, MCA, NYC, 
Long, Jolinny, GAC, NYC, 
Lopez, Vincent, Wm. M., NYC. 
Lordi, Cariz F.B., NYC 
Loring, Michael, Luna Park, Brooklyn, 
Nxt. 
Lucas, Clyde, MCA, NYC 
Lunceford, Jimmie, H. Oxley, NYC, 
Lyman, Abe, GAC, NYC. 
M 
Madriguera, Enric, St. Francis H., San 
Francisco, 
Malneck, Matty, Chase H., St. Louis. 
Mar one, Wingy, Joe Glaser, RCA Bldg 
N Yi 
Mursala, Joe, Brass Rail, Chicago 
Marti, Frank, Copacabana, NYC, 
Martin, Freddy Cocoanut Grove, L. A 
Martin, Lou, Leon & Eddie's, NYC 
M ers, Frankie, Taft Hotel, NY« 
M CLs Wn Mm. NXC 
McCune Bill, &£ acuse H., Svracuse. 
MeGe Johnny, Surf Beach C., Virginia 
‘ h, Va, 
VcFarlind Twins MCA NYC. 
MeInt Lal lriquis Gardens, Louis- 
e, n 
MI ne Johnny Enna Jettick Park, 
Auburi ms. Re 
Miller Glenn, Pacific Square B., San 
Diego, Cal 
Millinde Lucky Savoy B., NYC 
Molina, Carlos, Ritz Carlton H., Boston. 
Monroe, Vaughn, Paramount T., NYC, 
Mooney, Art, Bordewic k’s, Tuckahoe, NY. 
Morand, Jose, MCA, NYC. 
Morgan, Russ, MCA, Chicago. 
N 
Nagel, Freddy, Utah H., Salt Lake City. 
Nelson, Ozzie, Wm. M., NYC, 
Nichols, Red, New Casino, Walled Lake, 
Mich. 
Noble, Ray, Catalina Island, Calif. 
Noble, Leighton, Mark Hopkins H., San 
Francisco, 
Nottingham, Gary, Bal Tabarin, San 
Francisco, 
Oo 
— Val, Ambassador East H., Chi- 
Olsen, George, Wm. M., NYC, 
Osborne, Will, GAC, NYC. 
Owens, Harry, MCA, L. A, 
4 
Paige, Hot Lips. Kelly's Stables, NYC, 
Panchito, Verssilles, NYC 
Pancho, Riviera, Fort Lee, N.d 
we Bobby, St. George H., Brooklyn, 
c 
Pastor, Tony. CRA, NYC, 
Pearl, Ray, F.B., NYC. 


Routes 
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Pedro, Don, Rhumba Casino, Chicago. 
Perry, Newt, MCA, NYC. 

Perry, Ron, LaGuardia Airport, NYC, 
Petti, Emile. Savoy-Plaza H., NYC. 
Pineapple, gohnny, T.um Fong’ ~~ ose. 
Pollack, Ben, Sherman Inn, San Diego. 
Powell, Teddy, CRA, NYC, 

Powell, Walter, Lantz’s Merry-Go-Round, 
Dayton. 

Prima, Louis, Summit, Aaltimore. 


Prager, Col. Manny, 
| Chippewa Lake, O, 


Chippewa Lake, 


Wm. M., NYC 

Drake H., Chicago, 
Wm. M., NYC. 

Baker H., Dallas, Tex 
Sea Girt Inn, Sea Girt, 


Raeburn, Boyd, 
Ramos, Ramon, 
Ravazza, Carl, 
Reichman, Joe, 
; Reilly, Mike, 
N. J 
Wm. M., NYC. 
Rustic Cabin, 


Reisman, Leo, 
Rey, Alvino, 
Cliffs, N.Y. 

Reynolds, 
Rimac, Ciro, 
Rines, Joe, 
Rodrigo, Nano, 
Rogers, Dick, 
Rogers, Eddy, 
lumbus. 
' Rollini, 


Englewood 


Tommy, MCA, NYC. 
Karle T., Philadelphia, 
WMcCA, NYC. 
MCA, NYC 
GAC, NYC. 
Deshler-Wallach H.,, 


M., NYC 


Co- 
Wm. 
Ss 


Manana, 


Adrian, 





Savitt, 
| Cal, 

| Saunders, Hal, St. Regis H., 
| Scott, Raymond, MC NYC 
Seven Gentlemen, ~~ Mad B., 
Shaw, Artie, GAC, NY. 


Jan, Casa Culver City, 
NYC, 


St. Louis, 


Sissle, Noble, Diamond Horseshoe, NYC 
Smith, Russ, Rainbow Grill, NYC. 
Smith, Stuff, Kelly's Stables, NYC. 





Spanier, Muggsy, Mansion House, Youngs- 
town, O. 











Spitalny, Phil, Variety, NYC. 
Spivak, Charlie, Glen Island Casino, New 
| Rochelle, N.Y. 
Stabile, Dick, Chatterbox, Mountainside, 
N.J. 
Stearney, George, Le Coq Rouge, NYC, 
Steck, Gus, Brook Club, Summit, N.J. 
Stoeffler, Wally, F.B., NYC. 
Straeter, Ted, Monte Carlo, NYC, 
T 
Teagarden, Carlie, Donahue’s, Mountain 
View, N.J. 
Teagarden, Jack, Paramount T., Los 
Angeles. 
Thompson, Grant, Three Rivers’ Inn, 
; Clay, N.Y. 
| Thompson, Lang, Cleveland H., Cleve- 
land. 
Thornhill, Claude, GAC, NYC. 
Tomlin, Pinky, Wm. M., NYC, 
Travers, Vincent,.Wm. M., NYC. 
Trini, Anthony, Village Barn, NYC. 
Tucker, Orrin, MCA, N 
Tucker, Tommy, Palisades Park, Fort 
Lee, N.J. 
| Turner, Don, Mount Royal H., Montreal, 
V 
Varzos, Eddie, Providence-Biltmore H., 
Providence, R. I. 
Venuti, Joe, Roosevelt H., New Orleans, 
Vineent, Victor, Apache H., Las Vegas, 
Nev. 
| w 
| Wald, Jerry, GAC, NYC. 
| Waller, Fats, MCA, NYC 
Warnow, Mark, CBS, NYC, 
Watkins, Sammy, Hollendon H., Clevee- 
| land. 
| Weeks, Anson, Weems, Ine., Chi, 
| Weeks, Ranny, Mayfair Club, Boston, 
|} Weems, Ted, Weema, Ine., Chit. 
Welk, Lawrence, F.B., NYC. 
Whiteman, Paul, Chez Paree, Chicago. 
Wilde, Ran, Olympic H., Seattle. 
Wililams, Griff, MCA, Chicago. 
Williams, Sande, Statler H., Detroit. 
| Wilson, Teddy, Cafe Society, NYC 
Winton, Barry, Rainbow Room, NYC. 


Winona Keene to Edward An- 
drews, May 22 at Charlottesville, 
Va. He’s a legit actor. 
| Eleanore Roberts to Franklyn Phil- 
Ariz., May 29. She's 
he’s western editor 


‘lips, in Prescott, 

a film publicist; 
of Pic. 

Dorothy West to Carl Raymond, in 
Lockport, N. Y., May 20. He’s a 
WGY, Schenectady, announcer. 

Dorothy Michel to F. Willard But- 
ler, June 1, in New York. Bride is 
in commercial traffic division of 
NBC; he’s a salesman in the net- 
work’s national and spot sales divi- 
sion, 

Mary E. Hedges to Hugo Monaco, 
May 24, in Logan, O. He’s an or- 
chestra leader. 

Sylvia Kahn to Irving Wallace, in 
Santa Barbara, Cal., June 3. Bride 
is western editor of Modern Screen; 
groom is a magazine writer. 

Dick Keplinger, newscaster at KJR, 
Seattle, to Mary Lee Barnes, May 31, 
in Seattle 

Mary Maguire to 
Las Vegas, Nev., 


Vie McLeod, in 
May 31. Bride is a 
film actress; groom writes for the 
screen. Bride is not to be confused 
with the Australian film player of the 
same name. 

Mildred Rae Roddy to Alfred N. 
Sack, in Temple, Texas, May 15. He’s 
operator with his brother, Lester N. 
Sack, of the Sack Exchange, Dallas. 

Helen McCreedy to Mario Miranda, 
in Cumberland, Md., May 28. He's 
Hollywood makeup expert, known 
professionally as Mario; she’s Philly 
radio performer. 
| Jeanne Kelly to Richard Brooks in 

Encina, Cal., June 1. She’s a film 
| actress; he’s a radio scripter. 
| Virginia Rieke to Earl MacQuarrie, 
| in Hollywood, May 29. He's a screen 
agent. 

Gene Tierney, film actress, to 
;Count Oleg Cassini in Las Vegas, 
| Nev., June 1. 
| Lucille Palmer to Burt Champion, 
|in New York, May 31. She’s a nitery 
singer; he’s a p.a. 
| Greta Nissen to Stuart D. Eckert, 
| in Las Vegas, Nev., June 1. Bride is 


‘ the silent screen actress. 





a ee 


= " <2 EEE or OT IP meme y 


ow 


~ amet 


NP TB neg, 


- 


ety > oe ¢ 


‘ 





a 


bd ~~ £45 Se gy or TN MP > ma ’ 


-_ 


- 


+ ste, 


DP EB mae, = 


bo aT 


eT: Cass ¢ 





Wednesday, June 4, 1941 


VARIETY 





—_—_ 














More Tease Than Strip 


Continued from page 2 








smelly 25-cent ‘grind houses’—four | tion of the ‘teased’ (frizzed) coiffure 


shows daily, five on holidays—over- | immortalized by Sarah Bernhardt. 


trained the stripling star for the 
comparative naivete of the Broad- 
way carriage trade at $4.40 a week. 


Lee Shubert gave Gypsy her first 
real break in the Ziegfeld Follies 
of 1937. During an undress re- 
hearsal, Gypsy removed her garter- 
belt and dropped it into the or- 
chestra pit. Shubert objected. “Too 
much like burlesque,’ he said. Gypsy 
told her plight to Fanny Brice. “You 
can forget to forget,’ counselled 
Fanny. She did—and her garter- 


belt, accompanied by robust salvos | 


of applause, went into the pit every | 


night thereafter. 

It was about this time that H. L. 
Mencken called Miss Lee an ‘ecdysi- 
ast’ from the Greek ekdysis, mean- 


Top strippers in burlesque use up 
a gown in a few weeks, and gowns 
cost from $150 to $300. They have 
an exchange system among them- 
selves; a girl can’t do a second en- 
gagement in a town in the same 
gown, but she can sell it to another 
girl. It’s okay for a gown to appear 
again on the same stage—but not 
on the same girl. Black silk stock- 
ings prove more seductive than bare 
legs, and black lace panties are more 
exciting than a rose-petal belt. 


‘Bare Flesh Bores Men’ 
‘Bare flesh bores men,’ says Gypsy, 


' ‘their minds are full of those La 


ing ‘the act of moulting,’ which ‘gave | 


Gypsy the cue that an intellectual 


strip-tease would net more publicity | 


in the rotogravures and slick maga- 
zines. A keener student of psy- 
chology and human relations than 
her male interviewers, she found it 
easy to bewitch them with a tease 
routine that included taking off a 
little Aldous Huxley here and a glit- 
tering bit of Spinoza there. Maybe 
it was this intellectual undressing 
that caused Burns Mantle, New York 
dramatic critic, to remark: ‘Miss Lee 
is very careful not to take off more 
than she has on.’ 


Spinoza and Gypsy 
At decent intervals, Gypsy lets out 


Vie Parisienne pictures. Censors, ' 
who seem to know less about human 
nature than anybody, set great store 
on covering up a girl’s navel which 
certainly is the least glamorous por- 
tion of her anatomy. Boston censors, 
those grim guardians of Back Bay 
morals, set a new all time high 
when they insisted I put a rhine- 
stone in mine.’ 

Always one for refinement Gypsy 
has brought many cultural variations 
to an old theme. She is credited 
with inventing the ‘inside-out strip,’ 
where the inner layers of clothing 
are peeled off from the skin outside 


until the outside is the skin side, 


| 


| 


and then the outside disappears and 
so does Gypsy. At present she is 
doing her patriotic bit by stripping 


‘both ways until she winds up in a 


her stays and tells off her rivals in| 
the scoptophilia (Greek for peep-. 


jacking) racket. When Mae West 
snickeringly called her ‘Lady Peel,’ 
Gypsy sloughed Mae off as ‘the 
weakest link in the Vassar Daisy 
Chain.’ Of Carole Landis, movie ac- 
tress who primly criticized ‘leg art,’ 
Gypsy purred: ‘Leg art requires no 
protection from Miss Landis. It is 
an ecumenical institution. 
satisfy her modesty, I am sure no 
one will mind if she does Salome in 
long underwear and a fire helmet.’ 
And when the Yale boys told Gypsy 
she had placed second to Ann Sheri- 
dan in a campus popularity poll and 
asked: ‘What do you think of Sheri- 
dan?’ she replied sweetly, ‘I think 
he was a swell general.’ 


Gypsy has a nice sense of in- 
vention. To anyone who'll listen, 
she'll tell how she studied ballet- 
dancing at the Imperial School in 
Moscow at the age of three, and then 
after some advanced courses in so- 
ciology, biology and anthropology, 
her education was complete. Actu- 
ally, Gypsy was born in Seattle, 
Wash., Jan. 9, 1914. Her father—a 
newspaper man—was building a 
house for himself at the time, with 
his wife giving him a little help 
on the heavy timbers. Gypsy ar- 
rived sooner than expected; in fact, 
before there was any roof on the 
house. To make things even more 
complicated, she came during the 
first snowstorm Seattle had seen in 
20 years. No doctor was available, 
so a Negro midwife ushered Gypsy 
into the world in a costume that 
she has worn without many addi- 
tions ever since. 


Dancing School ai 3 


At the milky age of three, Gypsy 
and her sister, June, went to the 
Ballard Dancing School in Seattle. 


Soon afterwards the mother and her 


two daughters were trouping in 
burlesque. Early in her teens Gypsy 
Rose made her professional N. Y. 
debut at Minsky’s on 14th street 
with a coy tease that netted her 
$40 a week. This figure has since 
been upped considerably. For fool- 
ing the customers today, Gypsy gets 
$2,000 a week, has made as high as 
$4,000 at the N. Y. World’s Fair, 
where she played to 17,500 people in 
one day. For this stipend, she mere- 
ly unpinned a $2,500 dress to the 
theme song, ‘I Want a Girl Just Like 
the Girl That Married Dear Old 
Dad,’ while the applause-meter reg- 
istered a bigger hand for Gypsy than 
Roosevelt and Willkie put together. 


In the jargon of the trade, strip 
acts are classified as fast workers, 
slow workers, parade strippers, so- 
ciety Strippers, sex strippers. Gypsy 
> 4 combination society and parade 
thay as such she is opposed to 
in zipper, which she finds un- 
~ greta Her scanties are pinned 
aan ; black-headed dressmaker’s 
— Which she tosses to the audi- 
oan as she pulls them out. The 
- y catchers used to rate a free 
admission the next day. An over 
tage tag garter-belt is only a 
og ee a tease—Gypsy’s stockings 
al — anchored with rubber 
iectant and her rhinestone G string 
Fre Y secured with unbreakable 
rng floss. Consistent even to her 
P-knot, her hair-do is an adapta- 


| good for laughs. 


If it will | 


red, white and blue corset. 


Gypsy has little trouble with cen- 
sors for she really does a bur-| 
lesque of burlesque—literally more 
tease than strip. ‘I never try to 
stir up the animal in ’em,’ coos 
Gypsy, who holds that sex is 
downright ridiculous and is only | 
‘Did you ever. 
hold a piece of candy or a gay col- 
ored toy in front of a baby—just out | 
of his reach? Notice how he laughs? | 
That’s your strip audience.’ Clinch- | 
ing this theory, Gypsy, stripping for 
3,500 people nightly at Mike Todd’s | 
night club in Chicago (champagne | 
cocktails for 25 cents, which gives 
you an idea) has a woman planted 
in the audience who screams just as 
Gypsy pulls out her last pin. It 


' was always good for a big laugh, but 


not big enough for Gypsy. Now as 
the woman screams, a waiter drops 


a tray full of dishes and Gypsy 
blacks out in a gale of raucous 
hilarity. 


Romantic Gypsy 


Miss Lee has been married twice, 
both times to the same manufacturer 
6f dental equipment. The first mar- 
riage took place in a water-taxi off 
Los Angeles because she had seen 
ship captains in the movies per- 
form marriages and thought it more 
romantic. Romantic, perhaps, but 
not legal to California authorities, 
who take their movies seriously only 
for tax purposes. So the ceremeny 
was repeated on land and _ then 
Gypsy and her bridegroom started 
off on their honeymoon in a trailer, 
accompanied by her mother. Ask 
her if she had a good time on her 
trailer trip, she moues: ‘What do 
you think? It was my honeymoon, 
wasn’t it?’ 

Battling since babyhood up the 
hard way through cheap vaudeville 
and cheaper burlesque, Gypsy and 
her sister, June Hovick, now fea- 
tured in ‘Pal Joey,’ have each ac- 
quired stardom, a_ working phi- 
losophy, a shrewd knawledge of 
audience psychology and an infalli- 
ble gauge of success. ‘Columns and 
critics, even boxoffice mean noth- 
ing to us,’ says Gypsy. ‘We know 
exactly how: well we are doing by 
the number of fan letters we get 
from needy relatives.’ 

But Gypsy can take care of her- 
self. Once, involved in a legal bat- 
tle with three agents—she was 
signed with all of them at 10 per- 


cent each—she called a conference. 
‘Of course,’ she said, ‘I’m only the 
guy that’s genna do all the work.’ 
The three agents left the room 


stripped to a single 10 percent for 
all of them. 
Foiled Kidnap Try 


She foiled a Chicago kidnapping 
attempt by dallying in her dress- 
ing room after the show. ‘They 
wouldn’t have gotten anything from 
me anyway,’ says Gypsy, ‘except my 
$3.500 mink coat which is worth 
only $200.’ To a salesman for a sable 
coat who said: “The price is only 
$85.000 and you can buy it on time 
payments,’ Gypsy replied: ‘No 
thanks, sable doesn’t look good 
against gray hair.’ She whoops wth 
glee when she tells you .thaft she 
has been called the  best-dressed 
woman in Hollywood. | 

Gypsy had a run-in with Billy! 
Rose when she refused to pose in 


| Johnny Field Ore 


' the nude in his Casino de Paree. | 


Billy wouldn’t believe it. ‘You 


who’ve been arrested twice, won't’ 
pose nude?’ he asked incredulously. | 


Gypsy remained cool and collective. 
‘I wasn’t exactly nude,’ she said. 
‘I had my red bows glued on, and 


| besides I was getting more money.’ 


‘Ah, ha,’ said Billy, ‘so your modesty 
is monetary.’ 

When she arrived in Hollywood, 
the Will Hays office, frightened by 


, 4,000 letters of protest and a threat- 


ened boycott against her pictures, 
changed her name to Louise Hovick. 
But Gypsy took her new name 
philosophically. ‘You can call me 
Sadie Glutz as long as I work,’ she 
told Producer Zanuck. And to Will 
Hays, who still calls her Gypsy 


| Rose, she said dreamily: ‘A lot of 


people will forget the name and 


| recognize the body, so what differ- 


ence does it make?’ 


Off the road, Gypsy rusticates near 


Highland Falls, N. Y., at ‘Witch- 
wood Manor,’ a remodeled farm- 
house fully equipped with 14 rooms, 
five baths, two monkeys, five Siam- 
ese cats, a goat narned ‘Lovey’ and 
assorted relatives. Visiting celebri- 
ties, curiosity seekers and struggling 
writers come for lunch and _ stay 


,for weeks. Here, during the last 
‘few months, Gypsy has been writing 


her first book, ‘The G-String Mur- 
der Mystery,’ which starts right off 
with a stripper being strangled with 


her own G-string. Metro has already | 


bid for the movie rights and a 
Broadway producer is considering it 
for a springboard for a musical next 
fall. But Gypsy will not play the 


| ‘Premiere Stripteuse.’ ‘Why should I 


star in my own play about a strip- 
teaser? The most I could get in 


| legit is $350—but when I take ’em 


off in the Chicago saloon I get 
$2,000. I'd be a dope to play the 
part of a woman who is playing in 
a Chicago saloon for $350 a week— 
when I can be the woman work- 
ing there for $2,000.’ 

‘Still,’ she confesses, ‘my. heart is 
in the drahma. 


never get that kind of an offer. 
Whenever they think of me in put- 
ting on a play, it’s in terms of tak- 
ing something off. I try to be in- 
tellectual and buy only Red Seal rec- 
ords, but when I get a bid from Yale 
it’s for a Sunday night benefit. When 
Hollywood sent me out a distress 
call I told them my heart was set 
on playing Camille but they said 
Garbo had already done that. Well, 
I suppose everything works out for 
the best. 


stay, but not for me. I would call 


them your second best entertain-| 


ment. Word about my passion for 
the drahma has got around, and al- 


most every week somebody comes | 


up with a terrific play that needs 
only 10 grand to put it on. But what 
do I find—it’s pulling out the old 
pins again and dropping the garter- 
belt into the tuba!’ 





Count Basie collaborated with his | 


road manager, Milton Ebbins, turn- 
ing out ‘Tune Town Shuffle,’ which 
Basie recorded for Okeh and is to be 
published by Bregman, Vocco, Conn. 
Ebbins was formerly Springfield, 
Mass., orchestra leader. 











ine I'd like to do some- | 
| thing like ‘Susan and God,’ only I lishing Company, Inc., whose Ameri- 


The movies are here to! 
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Lucille Grey 
Frank Petty 
Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 
Florence Hallman 
Runkie & Lambert 
Hotel Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Stuart Frazier Ore 


Raye & Naldi 
Bernice Parks 
Copacabana Sirens 
Fernando Alvarez 
Victoria Cordova 
Andre Villon 


Ken 
Billy Mack Ore 
Charlie 


Y Rozella Co 
Hotel Essex — — 
rchie nray 
Ernest Murray Ore Jonnny Argo 
Billy Keliv. Carol Normandie 
Jack Manning | 
Al Lewis Latin Quarter 
Victor Donato Tony Bruno Ore 
Adele Corev Cookie Fave 
Rita Henderson Lew Walter Rev 
Monte Bros Tam Koran 
Jayne Summers Tiffany Sis 
Hotel Gardner Don Julian & M 
Burt Shaw Harry Spear 
Evalyr Harvey pant Trio 
gnon 
Hotel Lafayette ratin ‘Suiiat 
Nobleme! Radio Herb Lewis 


Jerry S«lisbury 
Hotel Lenox 
(Blue Train) 


Steuben's 
(Vienna Koom) 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Doris Abbott 
Alize O'Leary 
Buster & B Burnell 


Deone Parrish 
Harry Bay 


Hotel Sheraton Leslies 

(Sky Garden) Wallace Puppets 
Don Dudley Ore Lucille & E Koberts 

Hotel Statler The Cave 

(Terrace Room) 
" . : , Ralph Porras Ore 
Eddie O' Hearn Ore Jack Fisher 
Johnny Turnbull Tamara Poriva 

(Cafe Rouge) Doris Abbott 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore Nick & V ¢ — 

aiiace ruppets 

Hotel Westminster | oyciiie & E Robert 

(Roof Garden) 
Jimmy McHale Or: Tie Toe 
Harry Drake Rev Ernie Bell Ore 
Roof Garden Gls Ben Ford Rev 
Eddy & Eddy Danny Goodman 
Jerry & Lillian Tiny Sinclair 
Walter Kane Virginia Paine 


Hotel Ritz Carleton Paee & Parker 
(Ritz Roof) Tie Toc Gis 
Carlos Molinas Ore Tremont Plaza 

Phil Saltman Ore Al Tory Ore 





Literati 








15 Nieman Fellowships 


| Harvard University has announced 
15 Nieman Fellowship awards for 
the coming college term starting in 
September. These newspapermen, 
on leave of absence from their re- 
| spective sheets, will be free to study 
their own choice of subjects and will 
have free run of all Harvard lec- 
tures and seminars. Since establish- 
ment of the Fellowships under the 
bequest of more than $1,000,000 from 
Mrs. Agnes Wahl Nieman, widow of 
the founder of the Milwaukee Jour- 
nal, a total of 35 newspapermen have 
studied at Harvard in the past three 


years. 

The 1941-42 Fellows are: 
| Stanley Allen, reporter, New 
Haven (Conn.) Evening Register; 


Harry S. Ashmore, political writer, 
Greenville (S. C.) News; Don Burke, 
editorial associate and writer, Life 
magazine; James E. Colvin, reporter, 
Chicago Daily News; Sanford L. 
Cooper, cable editor, Pittsburgh 
Press; Neil O. Davis, editor and pub- 
lisher, Lee County Bulletin, Auburn, 
Ala.; Robert E. Dickson, cable and 
telegraph editor, N. Y. World-Tele- 
gram; Donald Grant, reporter, Des 
Moines Register and Tribune; Hen- 
ning Heldt, reporter, Jacksonville 
(Fla.) Journal; Everett R. Holles, 
cable editor, United Press, N. Y. C.; 
Victor O. Jones, sports editor and 
assistant managing editor, Boston 
Globe; Robert Lasch, foreign news 
editor and editorial writer, Omaha 
| World-Herald; Edward M. Miller, 
Sunday and feature editor, Portland 
Oregonian; Thomas Sancton, re- 


porter, Associated Press, N. Y. C.;° 


‘Kenneth N. Stewart, national news 
|editor, PM. 





Huey Long Co. Bankrupt 
Attorneys for the Progress Pub- 


‘can Progress publicized the Long- 
Leche machine, Friday (30) filed a 
| petition in bankruptcy in federal 
| district court, New Orleans. The 


paper was started by Huey P. Long | 


and continued by his brother, Earl, 
and former Governor Richard Leche, 
after the Louisiana dictator was 
killed. 

The corporation listed its liabilities 
at $36,542.84 and its assets $43,200. 
| However, more thari $10,000 of assets, 
it was revealed, was tied up in mort- 
gaged real estate property in Ham- 
mond, La. In addition, machinery 
listed among the assets was mort- 
gaged for $4,000 to the Mergenthaler 
Linotype Company, which has a 
judgment against the publishing firm. 
The sheriff of Tangipahoa parish will 
sell the machinery at auction on 
| June 7. 





‘Lady Goes te Hollywood’ 


Helen Partridge, who went to 
Hollywood with her husband, Bel- 
lamy Partridge, last year while he 
did the adaptation of his book, 
‘Country Lawyer,’ for Paramount, 
has just completed a tome of her 
own on her experiences in the Cel- 
luloid City. Labeled “The Lady 
Goes to Hollywood,’ it is being pub- 
lished by MacMillan. 

Partridge has also completed a 
new yarn, ‘Big Family,’ a sequel to 
‘Country Lawyer.’ Par has an op- 
ition on it. It’s to be published 
Aug. 19, two years to the day after 
‘Lawyer’ hit the stalls. 


Publisher at 21 


One of the nation’s youngest— 
\if not the youngest — newspaper 
| publishers is Miss E. Stuart James. 
|She’s 21 and operates the Dan- 
|ville 4Va.) Register and the Dan- 
ville Bee. Papers formerly were 
property of her father, Congressman 
R. A. James, who died in 1921, pass- 
ing them on to son, R. A. James, Jr., 
who died in 1937. Both sheets were 
'operated under guardianship until 
|Miss James recently reached legal 
age. 





Father Flanagan Series 

‘Life With Father Flanagan,’ by 
'Frank Scully, is being offered daily 
newspapers by Bell Syndicate. 

It is going out as a daily feature, 
with six articles furnished weekly 
and dealing with the founder of 
Boys Town, Neb. 


| 
LITERATI OBITS 
Casper S. Yost, 77, for 26 years 
editor of the editorial page of the St. 
Louis Globe-Democrat, May 30, in 
St. Louis after an illness of 10 days 
precipitated by a heart attack. 
| R. C. L. Barrett, 61, state capitol 
‘reporter and columnist on the Rich- 
mond (Va.) Néws-Leader for 25 
‘years, died” at Ashland, Va., May 23. 
Col. William C. Pendleton, 94, dean 





of southern newspapermen, died at 
Bluefield, W. Va., May 11. Confed- 
erate soldier, editor and publisher, 
he spent more than 50 years as a 
newsman, first publishing the Marion 
(Va.) Patriot and Herald, 1874-1880. 
In 1896 he became publisher of the 
Tazewell (Va.) Republican, and, in 
1911, began publication of the Mar- 
ion American. 





Royal American Gets 
Ill. State Fair Booking 


Chicago, June 3. 

Royal American Shows last week 
snatched one of the big carnival 
plums when it signatured for the 
Illinois State Fair. 

Johnny J. Jones had been in the 
forefront for a long time on the 
Illinois Fair contract, and had signa- 
tured an agreement with the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists through 
the J. J. Jones head, E. Lawrence 
Phillips, in order to remove the 
union obstacles which originally 
stalled the deal. ; 





CANCEL BUFF RODEO 
Buffalo, June 3. 

‘Wild West Rodeo,’ scheduled for 
Memorial Auditorium June 17-22 
under the promotion of Dick Ryan 
for the benefit of International Asso- 
ciation of Police Chiefs, has been 
called off by mutual consent. 

Neither Ryan nor the committee 
in charge would give any reason for 
the cancellation. 


Hokey Stoki 


Continued from page 1 


having breakfast. The band, with 
Al Stolinski, the mayor’s secretary, 
and other officials there with a word 
of welcome, played ‘Hail to the 
Chief’ and kept on mumbling the 
words of welcome. 

Finally Stokowski agreed to give 
the kids the honor of being led by 
the great conductor, but a hitch de- 
veloped here. He is an indoor con- 
ductor. Hotel Manager William 
Chittenden then did the gracious 
thing saying it was o. k. to let the 
kids come in the lobby and be led 
by the conductor. 

Then, just as Stolinski started his 
words of welcome, the maestro 
brought down his arms and the band 
drowned out the speech. More trou- 
ble flared up when Stokowski pro- 
tested the idea of a police escort— 
sensitive musicians do not like si- 
rens—and the open car in which he 
was to ride. Changes were finally 
made. 

He mellowed up later in his tour 
of high schools, but by then the 
press was giving him a roasting. 
Stokowski came in to conduct his 
All-American orchestra Thursday 
(29) in the State Fair Coliseum. 


| Wall St. Omelet 


Continued from page 1 


























showmen have 
at the market’s 
fluctuations as an index to business 
that will or won’t come. Volume 
of trading has shrunk to such a de- 


for months and 
stopped looking 


| gree that Wall Street would likely 


'go into a frenzy 


if 1,000,000-share 


'days returned. Formerly the mar- 


ket used to be a forecast of business 
conditions virtually six months in 
advance. 

Another deterrent for show busi- 
ness is the growing number of 
brokerage houses which have su- 
spended or consolidated since the 
first of the year, alarming employees 
throughout the financia] district. 
Those whe have not closed up shop 
or merged have cut to skeleton 
staffs, and it’s cstimated that no 
less than 3,000 people in  brok- 
erage offices kave lost their jobs 
and are no longer potential the- 
atre-goers, any more than the ex- 
ecutives of the firms. It has been 
estimated that the 500,000-share days 
which appear top on the Street 
nowadays, Mean an average commis- 
sion to brokerage of only $125 
weekly, indicating plenty of red in 
operation. 

Market’s downward trend is also 
reflected in the prices of seats on 
the Stock Exchange. These have 
plummeted to the point where seats 
were recently disposed of for $27,000 
and $28,000, trifling sums compared 
to the high of $575,000 per seat sold 
for in 1929—just before the market 
crashed. Several weeks ago one 
stock exchange member let his seat 
go for $20,000 and went into another 
business. 
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He’s headed tp 
your way! | Fi 











With the biggest 
Technicolor out- 
door show since 
“Northwest Passage”! 











Keep your 
playing time " 
wide-open! N 
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Don’t shoot! 
It’s not a 
hold-up! It’s 
a HOLD-OVER! 





TECHNICOLOR ss. 
MASTERPIECE | 

OPENINGS 3 
SENSATIONAL! | © 


Detroit, San Francisco, Buffalo, 





Memphis are terrific! Watch this one! ls 
vith BRIAN DONLEVY 
IAN HUNTER * MARY HOWARD Ls 
GENE LOCKHART « LON CHANEY, Jr. a 


Screen Play by Gene Fowler © Directed by David Miller 
* Produced by Irving Asher * A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


et 


te 


Sn OTROS Ome 
3a 





























ae aie ya 


os 


See ae 


Pose 


j 
: 


